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Application: 
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When you’re 65 you’re supposed to retire, right? That’s the common wisdom. Well, at least for those folks who 

never blew the budget on Salazar or LaLoosh. I mean, hell, once that happens you go no nest egg, and if you got no 

nest egg, there’s just no resting for it. So here we are in the golden years of “retirement,” expanding out into the 

Middle East and watching Sean and Alan blow up the Team News system, and finding out the, on the whole, 

everything’s relative. Except for Mother Offie, who really shouldn’t be. And yeah, we got a homer spree going on, 

but that’s cool cause, you know, chicks and digging and all that stuff, which is certainly true to us because we’re 

pretty much all letting our baseball dork flags fly. So deal with it, all right? Just deal with it.  
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FINAL 2037 STANDINGS 
 

 

JOHNSON LEAGUE FRICK LEAGUE 

  

Geogehgan Round  

Brooklyn 3 – Mexico City 2 

Phoenix 3 - Las Vegas 1 

California 3 – Twin Cities 1 

Omaha 3 – Madison 2 

Doubleday Round 

Rockville 4 – Brooklyn 1 

Jacksonville 4 – Phoenix 2 

San Fernando 4 – California 3 

Edmonton 4 – Omaha 2 

Cartwright Cup 

Rockville 4 – Jacksonville 2 San Fernando 4 – Long Beach 1 

Landis Memorial Series 

Rockville 4 – San Fernando 0 
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2037: ROCKVILLE VS. THE REST 
 

 

In a few pages, you’re going to read Rockville Pikemen 

GM Aaron Weiner talking about whether his club, or 

any of the rest are dynasties or are not dynasties. Given 

that the Pikemen took the Johnson by storm, then took San 

fernando out behind thed woodshed and gave them a shelacking, 

you can see why he’s asking the question. These are great fun to 

think about, after all. 

 

And, yet, as Jim Roberts has shown us, at the same time as the 

BBA is suffering an unleashing of the Pikemen, it’s also seeing 

an environment in which—not counting the two very recent 

expansion clubs—every team but the tough-luck Kernels, Star-

struck Stars, and (until recently) rudderless Goats) have made the 

playoffs over the past decade. Throw Hawaii into that mix, and 

you can cut the time-span to only seven years—and this in a 

period where expansion should theoretically make it harder to 

get to the post-season. In other words, we’re seeing lots of teams 

winning. 

 

So, what’s the buzz here, eh? Why is the BBA so hard to win (or 

so easy if you’re Rockville?) What’s been changing? Is it: 

 

• Injury rates increasing? 

• The influx of more young talent? 

• More players leveraging Free Agency? 

• Our GMs getting better and better at leveraging 
resources? 

• Is it raw luck? 
 

Personally, I like all of the above. I say that because if you hung 

out on any BBA fan forum over the course of the season, you 

would have heard arguments and discussions about all these 

topics and more. If2037 taught us anything beyond the fact that the Pikemen are very hard to 

beat and that the FL Pacific is perhaps the best division in baseball, it’s that the BBA is a hotbed 

of GMs and players who are all focused on winning, 

 

So, dynasty or not, all hail the King in Rockville, but hang onto your hats, boys, because fame 

can be fleeting in these here parts. 

  

Longest Playoff Droughts 
 

2008 - Des Moines - The longest Drought in 

the league at 29 years. This had largely been a 

function of very dominant New Orleans and 

Indianapolis teams in the FL-MW, but has 

continued to this day. Des Moines has had 8 

100+ loss seasons over this span. It looked 

like things were finally looking up for this 

franchise as they finished over .500 in 2030 

for the first time since 2014. But then they 

sunk back to 67-95 in 2032. Des Moines has 

been very bad for very long. 

 

2023 - Valencia - The 2nd longest active 

drought at 14 years. The actual results are 

even worse. They havent even finished above 

.500 since the 2023 season. 

 

2025 - Nashville - 12 years now. Almost made 

.500 in 2036. 

2027 - Hawaii - 10 years now. 102 losses in 

2036. 100 in 2037. Not looking promising in 

paradise. 

2031 - Huntsville, Vancouver 

2032 - San Antonio Outlaws 

2034 - Charm City, Louisville 

2035 - New Orleans, Calgary 

2036 - Atlantic City, Montreal, Yellow 

Springs, Seattle, Long Beach 

2037 - Brooklyn, Las Vegas, San Fernando, 

Rockville, Jacksonville, Twin Cities, 

Edmonton (First Time!), Madison, Omaha, 

Phoenix, Mexico City, California, 

 

Never - Wichita, Boise 

 
SOURCE: Jim Roberts: GM, New Orleans 
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Aaron shows Ted how many years in a row the Pikemen are going to the Landis round 

 

WELCOME TO THE 

 
Okay, now we’re getting fat, dumb, and greedy. For the fourth season in a row we’ve 
managed to finagle it so that California GM Ted Schmidt and Rockville GM Aaron 
Weiner are taking shots at the BBA crystal ball. You’ll find it all here, the winners, the 
losers, the guys who maybe just mailed it in, and the guys who just hit on dumb injury 
luck. Maybe they’ll whine a bit, or maybe just laud the fact that their teams are on big 
runs. 
 
Whatever they come up with, you know a couple things for sure. (1) you’re gonna read 
them closely, and (2) you’re gonna laugh or cry or find yourself otherwise tied up into 
BBA knots. So, let’s take a while and luxuriate over the best damned previews in fake 
baseball. 
 
Special Note: This season, in out Media Guide Quest for Never-ending Excellence, the 

fans of each team have been provided a special Internet Fortune Cookie, free to be 
interpreted in any way necessary 
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A dynasty is a hard thing to define. When do you start the timer? 

Is two years enough? Four? Do you have to win every title 

during that time, or is it okay to lose a few? Do you need to have 

decades of dominance like Las Vegas or New Orleans? Do you 

have to do something that nobody else has ever done before? Are the Des Moines 

Kernels a dynasty of futility? (Let’s go with yes on this one.) What makes a 

dynasty? 

 

If you were to ask me, there are currently five active dynasties in the BBA. One is 

the Las Vegas Hustlers, who have won just one title but have made the playoffs in 

18 of the last 20 years, the Atlanta Braves of the BBA. The other two years? 89 

and 86 wins, and missed the playoffs by one game in each year. That’s amazing. 

One is California, the only FL winners of a Landis in the last six years and riding 

their own 13 out of 15 playoff streak. The third is the Jacksonville Hurricanes, who 

are riding nine straight playoff appearances and two championships. Another is the 

San Fernando Bears, who just won their third pennant in four years and came 

within a game of making four straight Cartwright Cups. 

 

The last one you might have guessed: the Rockville Pikemen, this year’s BBA 

Champion, the first team to ever win three straight pennants in either league in the 

modern era, the second team to make four straight Cartwright Cups (Las Vegas did 

it three times in a six-year consecutive run from 2001-2006), and while they are the 

fourth team to win back to back Landis Memorial Series, they are first franchise in 

thirty BBA seasons and just the second after the year 2000 to accomplish a repeat 

title. They have the opportunity this year to win three straight BBA titles, 

something no team has ever done in the modern era, and if you’re wondering how 

many players they shed from their starting lineup, the answer is zero. They did lose 

future Hall of Fame pitcher Pep Gomez, but they knew they’d have to lose him – 

and he just turned 38. So, the Pikemen have to be considered a threat to actually 

pull the three-peat. 

 

There are a number of other teams who are worthy contenders, of course. All the 

aforementioned dynasties, Cali, Vegas, San Fernando, and Jacksonville – 

especially San Fernando, who Rockville has beaten in two straight Landises and 

who is no doubt hungry for revenge. Speaking of revenge, for almost a decade the 

Frick League kept Edmonton down, and Edmonton responded last year by almost 

grabbing the #1 seed in the Frick, smashing Omaha, who I touted as maybe the 

best team in the Frick last year, and going on to their first Cartwright.  
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Speaking of Omaha, they just won their first division title and should be good 

despite a tough offseason, though division rival Twin Cities might have something 

to say about that: the River Monsters lost the division by just a game last year, 

were two games away from making five straight playoff appearances, and have 

every reason to believe they can win the first division title in franchise history this 

year.  

 

There are quite a few dark horses this year, too, which is naturally what you get 

with 30 teams. Just about every team in the JL Sun Belt, even Wichita, who had a 

monster offseason, is a sleeper pick. I expect at least two of the three wild card 

teams to come out of that division and every team can play ball with the big boys. 

Speaking of gargantuan offseasons, Long Beach, after 84 wins last year, lost 

nobody of consequence and picked up the most ground in the BBA this offseason. 

Seattle stumbled from 95 wins last year to 84 wins last year, and while some of 

that might be real, some of it might be bad luck. Madison, who did make the 

playoffs last year, might move up if Enrique Gomez has enough left in the tank. 

Finally, Nashville might be a deep sleeper as they might steal a wild card if they 

can keep it together until their pitching is healthy.  

 

It’s possible that the Pikemen, with back-to-back titles and an unprecedented three 

straight pennants, will crumble and fall sooner than later. Maybe some of their 

superstars will price themselves out of the cap limits. Maybe they won’t be able to 

continue pulling superstars from the minor leagues. Maybe their stars will become 

yoga instructors. Ultimately, it doesn’t matter whether the word “dynasty” is 

subjective or objective, or how long it lasts. The trophies on the wall and the 

memories of champagne and tickertape parades will last far beyond whatever label 

you try to lay on a great team. 

The Pikemen have made 

history just by doing what they 

have done so far, and the 

biggest story of the 2038 

season will be to see if they can 

be the first team in 52 BBA 

seasons to win three straight 

championships. That sort of 

thing turns a team from a great 

team to an all-time great team, 

one where we could argue with 

the likes of earlier BBA Vegas 

and New Orleans squads for the 

greatest team ever over a short 

span.  
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ATLANTIC 

JOHNSON 
LEAGUE Atlantic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Welcome to the home of the BBA Champion Rockville Pikemen, who are heavy 

favorites to win their fourth consecutive division title.  Just one team was within 20 

games of the Pikemen last year, and that team, the Brooklyn Robins, have been 

shedding salary.  So, it appears that the Pikemen, who really didn’t lose anyone 

this offseason they couldn’t live without, don’t have a legitimate contender in this 

division.  It would take massive injuries and a little bit of a miracle for Rockville to 

lose this one. 

 

The battle for second place, however, might be 

fierce.  Brooklyn could finish second again, but 

they probably won’t be the same caliber of team 

that won their first round playoff series last year.  

They’ve done good work to drag themselves out of 

the financial pit they were in, but what’s left is a 

disaster. 

 

Montreal was the third place team last year, though 

their numbers suggest they’ve overachieved, too.  

They have major money questions and a suspect 

rotation, so neither rising or falling too much from 

their .500ish team last year seems most likely.  

Atlantic City underachieved, but even their -6 

Pythagorean record doesn’t hide the 90-loss team, 

and Charm City is a team who needs to work on 

everything.  Bottom line:  I’m not seeing a second 

playoff team in this division. 

 
  

2038 Projected Standings W L 
Rockville Pikemen 98 64 
Montreal Blazers 83 79 
Atlantic City Gamblers 75 87 
Charm City Jimmies 63 99 
Brooklyn Robins 61 101 
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R O C K V I L L E   P I K E M E N 
GENERAL MANAGER: Aaron Weiner 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
Wisdom comes from experience. 

2038 Prediction: 98-64 

 

Rockville’s bench took a serious hit this offseason. No, seriously, that’s all we got. The Pikemen 

return their entire starting lineup and most of their rotation from last season minus Enrique 

Gomez, who pitched 150 stellar innings last year in just missing his vesting option. Obviously, 

that’s a downgrade for the Pikemen, but Brooklyn, the only team within twenty games of 

Rockville, has downgraded much more. Rockville could be the biggest lock for a division title in 

some time.  

 

It might be a few new names next year, but this year, you can tell the players without a program. 

Mario Guerrer has been an outstanding first baseman, and while it might be the last year in a 

Rockville uniform for him he’ll certainly go out in style. Lorenzo Palacios was the runner-up in 

the Sawyer Silk race last year, though some thought he should have won. He’s a superstar. So are 

Manuel Marino, Chip Puckett, and Francisco Flores, the latter of whom is also in his contract 

year. The rest of the team isn’t quite as impressive, though the outfielders play defense, they 

have solid players like Larry Blake at third base and Felix Delvalle at second base, and even 

have some depth in the infield. It’s arguably the most complete unit in the BBA. 

 

The pitching staff is also at the top of the class in the BBA. Last year, Rockville was far and 

away the best pitching group in the Johnson League. While it was the first year in their epic four 

year run that they’ve finished first, they’ve been in the top four every year. Again, no program 

necessary: Arthur Dempster, Dan Cannon, Dave Martin, and Bob Coleman are maybe the best 

top four in the BBA. Coleman got a long-term deal this offseason. Celio Marin and Robbie Van 

Mierlo appear to be #5 starter spot material. Expect Marin, whose contract is up this year and is 

reportedly asking for an absurd sum, to get the lion’s share of the innings. Another player in a 

contract year is star closer Fernando Marquez, and while the Pikemen will have some things to 

think about past this year the pen should be fine even with the loss of Leonardo Gonzalez.  

 

The bottom line on the Pikemen is that they’re a surefire contender, one of the best teams in the 

league and a reigning two-time BBA champion.  As mentioned above, no team has ever won 

three straight titles, so clearly everyone is gunning for Rockville this year. The Pikemen are also 

working hard to build a farm behind the franchise, and the team has the current #1 prospect in 

the game, Bing-de Zhao, among other hitters and some relievers. They’ll need the farm: it’s 

going to be very hard to keep everyone past 2039, when Dan Cannon either needs to get paid or 

goes to free agency. Signing Cannon appears to be a priority over other possibilities, especially 

since the Pikemen have nobody in the minor leagues who looks like a major league starting 

pitcher, and the Pikemen will have to leave salary open for that, so it’ll be a slightly different 

team next year. This year, they’ve got their shot at history, and I’m bumping their prediction 

three games or so because of their weaksauce division. 
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M O N T R E A L   B L A Z E R S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Kevin Spencer 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
Do what you can to prolong your life, in the hope that someday you'll 

learn what it's for. 

2038 Prediction: 83-79 

 

It is a testament to Montreal’s recent run of excellence that their near-.500 record last year was 

their worst mark in 13 years. Montreal came off a run which could have described them as a 

dynasty of sorts, posting nine playoff appearances in ten seasons, including eight straight from 

2027-2034. No longer under the long-time management of John Callahan, Montreal is looking to 

try and continue their powerhouse ways under Kevin Spencer. Other than the Pikemen there 

doesn’t appear to be a lot of competition in the JL Atlantic, so Montreal could get some free 

intradivisional wins. Still, Montreal finished below .500 last year and their expected record was 

worse than that. Can new management kick them back into gear? 

 

Their rotation is not what it once was. Montreal finished dead last in runs allowed last year, 

something that hadn’t happened in 40 years (last time was in 1997). Just one Montreal player 

threw more than 18 starts, and that was #3 starter Manuel Pena, who had a career year last year. 

That said, the outlook for the Blazers is looking up. Vicente Lopez appears to be the real deal as 

a starter. Jose Dyola is young, cheap, and has some promise as a #3 starter. The rest of the group 

is fair at best, but with Jesus Lopez and Jermaine Clayton their rotation blows whatever the non-

Rockville portion of the division has out of the water. The real problem is the bullpen, which is 

very weak on a good day.  

 

Their offense is much better than the rest of the division, however, and other than Rockville they 

were the only team to finish with 5 runs per game and in the top half of the league. Juan Santana 

spearheaded an attack that also includes Joe Gillstrom candidate Kevin McKeith, solid first 

sacker Benjamin Dale, and a huge upgrade at catcher with potential future Hall of Famer Hank 

Brewer behind the plate. Luis Gonzalez has developed into a good two-way second baseman, 

and Dan Norman had a good debut last year in limited action. Dealing Lafitte was risky, 

especially for what appears to be a fading Rupert Grant.  

 

The Blazers used to have one of the best farms in the game, but injuries, ineffectiveness, and 

trades diminished what was once an excellent system. They do still have some excellent 

prospects, but virtually none that are ready. They’re also overpaying a lot of guys: no way, for 

example, that Charles Martin and Luis Gonzalez should take up almost a quarter of the cap. 

They’re going to have a lot of trouble signing their guys long-term at this point even while 

cutting Lafitte’s salary next year. Most of them you might not want long term anyway; Dale and 

Norman, for example, could probably be easily replaced at a fraction of the cost. They’re not real 

contenders at any rate, but they could sneak up and steal a wild card, especially if they play very 

well in divisional games. 

.  
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A T L A N T I C   C I T Y   G A M B L E R S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Joshua Biddle 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
You will have long and healthy life. 

2038 Prediction: 77-85 

 

No team in the JL last year underachieved more than the Atlantic City Gamblers, who were not 

only coming off a Cartwright Cup appearance in 2036 but also lost six games more than their run 

total suggested they should lose. The Gamblers lost Alfredo Salazar this offseason and most of 

their signings, while low risk, also appear to be low reward. Can the Gamblers turn it around this 

year or are they destined for another year of tough-luck losses? 

 

The loss of Salazar, while predictable and destined to happen, leaves a significant hole in the 

middle of the Gamblers’ lineup, but it’s a good move for a team that’s been cap tight and cash-

strapped in recent years. There are some schools of thought on what to do with a hitter’s park, as 

the Gamblers have; do you overemphasize hitting or let the hitting take care of itself? Adrian 

Salazar should still be good for solid RBI work and had a deceptively good year last year. The 

team has a legitimate young phenom in Millard Younger, who was excellent at AA last year and 

could make a major impact. Keith Dean is one of the better offensive pivots in the game. Ricardo 

Hernandez is on everyone’s all-underrated team. Bucky Dornster would make everyone’s all-

underrated team, too, but he’s making $26 million so, no. The team picked up Victor Guerra in 

free agency, and while this park isn’t made for righty power he should be fine as a stopgap. The 

Gamblers finished a respectable 9th in offense last year and should be able to improve on that 

number this season with some luck. 

 

The outlook for Atlantic City’s pitching staff is not quite so rosy. I’m not getting how this team 

gets by: players like Francisco Barrera, Jarod Wilson, and Byung-doo Yi just don’t seem to do it, 

though two of those players (Wilson and Barrera) were actually quite valuable last year. Dusty 

Welch is the ace here, and he’s legitimately good across the board, great at nothing, good at 

everything. Andre Georges is a bad fit for Atlantic City’s park, but he should be a tradeable low-

risk asset. The Gamblers’ pen is mediocre, though they do have a solid late inning group with 

Ignacio Martinez and Yoshitoshi Ota. 

 

The Gamblers are finally out of financial hell, um, sorta. There are worse contracts in the league 

than Dornster’s deal, since the third baseman is legitimately good. By next year this team should 

be a significant player in free agency if that’s what they want. They’re building a little bit of a 

farm, but it’s not enough to service their needs, and, besides, nobody’s really ready. What we’re 

seeing is a team in the early stages of rebuilding. Late stages will likely look different. Atlantic 

City is better enough than Brooklyn and Charm City that they should steal some games. 
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C H A R M   C I T Y   J I M M I E S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Branden Slouck 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
Follow your heart's strong desire. 

2038 Prediction:  63-99 

 

Charm City didn’t underachieve last year. They simply weren’t very good: their expected record 

was 100 losses, they finished last in offense and just 18 runs out of last in runs allowed, and they 

had by far the worst OPS in the Johnson League. What’s worse is that some of their better 

players, like Sean Smith and aging Hall of Famer Leon Sandcastle, left this offseason. It sure 

looks like this team is rebuilding: is there any hope for the group at all? 

 

As mentioned, their offense isn’t better this year: it’s worse. There almost isn’t anything to 

mention here at all. Carlton Winson isn’t the same player who won back-to-back Sawyer Silks in 

2033 and 2034: the 35 year old Brit’s OPS dropped to a career-low .823 last year, and that 

included a .216 batting average. He’s a candidate to bounce back but he’s clearly not the same 

player. Then, it just gets ugly. The team re-signed Carlos Garcia this offseason despite a .185 

batting average last year, and while he might draw walks he’s never hit over .250 for a season. 

Julio Torror had a huge year last year, but it was easily the best of his career. Bartolo Costa 

might be a league average catcher. There’s not a lot of good news here, and not a lot coming. 

 

The pitching staff isn’t much better. The team signed veteran 

Luis Soto, presumably to trade him in June, but he’s only thrown 

more than 120 innings once in the last six years. Thongo Muiru is 

a very good prospect, but there’s no reason to have him in the 

major leagues pitching for an awful team. Players like Clifford 

Bell, David Marquez, and Bengt de Meza aren’t going to turn the 

dial much. They have a good bullpen, but that’s more trade bait. 

 

Assuming Winson doesn’t opt out next year, it is foreseeable that 

this team, which is paying only $70 million for what’s surely 

another 90-loss season, won’t have any significant contracts past 

2040 other than Winson. Ultimately, a team like Charm City will 

have to get by on their farm system, not the team on the field, 

and they’re working on it; they have just four prospects in the top 

100 (and just one in the top 40, Jorge Nevarez), but they have a 

robust 11 in the top 200, and a couple guys after that who could 

be big leaguers, too. I’m predicting that the team isn’t going 

much of anywhere until 2041 or 2042, when the Winson deal is 

finally up (or could be bought out a year early). Until then, 

adding pieces is smart, but, until then, the team is in pieces. 
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B R O O K L Y N   R O B I N S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Alan Ehlers 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
Pursue your work with all due seriousness. 

2038 Prediction: 61-101 

 

Brooklyn has to consider last season a success. Despite going out to the eventual champion 

Rockville Pikemen, the Robins made the playoffs and won a first round series over favored 

Mexico City before falling in five games in the Doubleday. 

 

Their offseason considerably less exciting. 

 

Brooklyn lost an astonishing 34 WAR this offseason, which is far and away the record since I’ve 

started writing these. Are these fluctuations going to lead to a team that’s competitive on the 

field? Is there any hope for this franchise at all in the short term? 

 

The team’s biggest loss this offseason wasn’t through trade. Brooklyn lost every single bit of 

what was one of the best rotations in the BBA. The names are household: Francisco Ruiz. Mauro 

Flores. And the rest of the rotation, too. Just one player is left who threw more than 4 starts last 

year: mediocre swingman Manuel Romano. The team got back Douglas Wils in the Ken Bates 

trade, but that doesn’t seem destined to move the dials very much. Abdel bin Ibrahim is, well, 

interesting, but we wouldn’t expect much from anyone in this rotation. The Robins still have 

quite a few bullpen parts, and it goes without saying they should trade them all. 

 

The offense isn’t quite as ghastly as the pitching staff, but it’s not pretty. Sean Maguire and Juan 

Sweetworld were always destined to be strong two-way players who were not the focal point on 

offense...well, they are here. Santiago Sanchez looks like a really good half of a platoon. Jose 

Garcia was off the chain in AAA last year, and he looks like a major leaguer, even – just barely – 

at first base. Marcus Forryan is good at getting on base from the catcher position. Jose Campos 

has a solid glove. They might run the ghost of Desiderius Kirshbaum out there, who they’ll have 

to pay $21 million over the next two years. And that’s about it. Maguire and Sweetworld are also 

on unmoveable contracts.  

 

Brooklyn was tens of millions of dollars in the hole before unloading their whole team. At this 

point the team not only has $20 million of cash, but also bonus cash, which will make the $30 

million they’re about to lose this year less painful. Good news is that all of Brooklyn’s dealing 

built them a farm, right? Well, no. The team doesn’t have one single prospect in the top 100, the 

only BBA franchise without one. It’s gonna be a long, dark night for the Robins, whose cap 

situation doesn’t get good until 2040 and whose draft pick probably won’t get good until 2039.  

When you’re paying $75 million to NOT play Cisco Guerrero and Mario Balderas, you might 

have determined that you’re a team in a little bit of flux. Brooklyn is thoroughly fluxed. 
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SOUTHEASTERN 

JOHNSON 
LEAGUE Southeastern 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jacksonville has basically owned this thing since its inception in 2034, and it’s 

hard to see anything else differently: the Hurricanes are a total Category 5. 

However, it’s worth examining to see if anyone is gaining on them. 

 

New Orleans has a strong culture of winning, of course, and their team looks 

awfully solid, even moreso if they’re willing to call up top prospect Jim 

Armstrong. They might wait a little bit for contract reasons but I think if they’re 

competitive we’ll see the potential superstar by June. Huntsville appears to be 

biding their time, waiting for their farm to matriculate. Nashville has a solid 

offense but their pitching staff has suffered mass injuries, and so it’s hard to say 

what they’ll do this year. The one team we know is not gaining is Louisville, who 

just doesn’t have the horses to compete with a complete team like Jacksonville.  

 

It usually takes a division 

where people are mucking 

around to put together a streak 

like Jacksonville, and while 

no team in this division has 

bottomed out, no team other 

than the Hurricanes appears 

primed to take this thing. 

Jacksonville would have to 

stumble pretty badly to let 

these guys catch them. 

 
  

2038 Projected Standings W L 
Jacksonville Hurricanes 95 67 
New Orleans Crawdads 84 78 
Huntsville Phantoms 79 83 
Louisville Sluggers 73 89 
Nashville Goats 82 80 
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J A C K S O N V I L L E   H U R R I C A N E S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Tyler Simmons 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
A great person was born on your birthday. 

2038 Prediction: 95-67 

 

Jacksonville hasn’t missed the playoffs since 2029, and if they make it this year it’ll be an even 

ten straight seasons in the playoffs. That would be rare company. The other franchises who have 

that kind of streak are: New Orleans (2012-2023; newbs, the Crawdads used to be the fiercest 

around), Madison (1997-2009, Big Bopper and the Cricket), Vegas (2020-2034, still the longest 

ever), and that’s the whole list. Yellow Springs and another incarnation of Vegas also had nine in 

a row, and there are a few teams with eight, but the list isn’t enormous, even after 50 years of the 

BBA. So, Jacksonville might be about to find themselves in rare company. However, there are 

four interesting teams who are gunning for the Hurricanes, who have averaged 99 wins during 

the last four seasons. Can the Hurricanes hold on another year? 

 

It’s not helping that they’re starting to have to pay for their guys. Last year was the first year of 

David Noboru’s 6 year, $156 million dollar deal, and they’re not going to want their money back 

just yet: Noboru hit 50 homers and stole 30 of 35 bases. Reese Wareham has been getting paid 

for some time now, and he’s maybe one of the best two-way shortstops in the game. Brett White 

had a great debut last year, and he looks like a good one. Manuel Martinez led the JL in walks 

last season and hit 47 homers of his own. We might see the rookie season of the multitalented 

Rocky Allen this season in CF. The biggest player that the Hurricanes lost was reserve Max 

Hatcher, and it says volumes when his career year was last year, hitting .186 in 270 at bats. The 

team hit just .259 last year, which isn’t as surprising as all that: they’re all Moneyball, built 

around power and walks, and they led the league in both homers and were second in bases on 

balls last year. They’ve got a good chance of repeating that feat. 

 

Their offense would be enough to cement their contender status, but the Hurricanes have a few 

arms, too. Peter Grady might be the best reliever in the BBA, and who is just 27 years old. 

Egbert Behner is not 27 years old, and the sight test is starting to fade with age, but he’s maybe 

one of the top 25 or so arms in the BBA. Players like Felipe Baez, Raul Gerela, and Jose Carlos 

Soliz are solid rotation members, and all of them had solid seasons last year. They could all 

potentially regress, including Behner. Jacksonville has a solid contender bullpen, as past Grady, 

Lorenzo Montalvo and Donald Harris should be good in late-inning work. 

 

The Hurricanes have a solid group here, and they’ll have a cheap Manuel Martinez for at least 

this season and the next, but they’re already projected seriously capped out for 2039, though we 

think they’ll solve that problem by letting Paco Diaz and maybe Victor Batista go to free agency 

and declining on Felipe Baez. That’s assuming a lot of their exploding arbitration deals hold. 

They don’t have a ton on the farm other than Allen, though they appear to be churning just fine 

with a lot of solid role players coming up to support the team’s huge stars. We’re seeing the even 

decade of playoff appearances for this powerhouse at the end of the season.  
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N E W   O R L E A N S   C R A W D A D S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Jim Roberts 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
Do not let doubt and suspicion bar your progress. 

2038 Prediction: 84-78 

 

The New Orleans Crawdads were in the race right up until September, where they faded away 

from view. New Orleans didn’t suffer a losing season for twenty straight years from 2012-2031, 

but they’ve had three in their last six, including the last two. Few teams improved as much as the 

Crawdads this this offseason, and one of the signings was a great homecoming story for third 

baseman Mark Dempsey, returning to where he made himself from a minor league free agent to 

a potential Hall of Famer. Can Dempsey inspire this team to the playoffs? 

 

The hot corner man joins a not-so-hot offense. Yancy Cravat and Virgil Shafer are very capable 

lineup men, each posting over 5 WAR last year. Interestingly enough, it’s the first baseman, 

Cravat, who gets the bump for his glove; he’s maybe the best defensive first baseman in the 

game. Past those two and Dempsey, the team is blessed with a number of solid but not great 

hitters like Mario Barerra, Brian Bender, Ricardo Vargo, and Cris Gonzales, the latter of whom 

is a solid rookie prospect. The team should hit, and if a few of the solid players have good years 

this could be a very good offense. Defensively is another story: this team is better than they used 

to be defensively, but they’re still very weak at most positions. 

 

I also think the pitching staff is underperforming and underrated. Hector Amaral is more of a #2 

starter, but he’s one of the most dependable around. Freddy Delgado is back; while he’s earning 

a bit much for his performance lately he does have a good history here. Mitsuo Tenno made the 

leap last year and is definitely a solid rotation performer. Mike Bailey is here for the first time; 

the veteran consistently performs well if you can keep him on the field. Enrico Rivera is trying to 

make the jump out of the bullpen, where he was very good last year. The Crawdads have a good 

but not great bullpen if Joaquin Romano can improve over last year’s disastrous numbers, though 

Sam Romero’s decline won’t help the pen very much. 

 

It remains to be seen whether the Crawdads will call up starting pitcher Jim Armstrong, who is 

one of the BBA’s top ten prospects and is ready to go right now, if they want him there. In fact, 

New Orleans has a deep, talented, and superior farm to most teams in the BBA, with eight of the 

top 100 prospects and three in the top 50. Most players are at least a year or two out. There are 

reasons to wait on some of their players, as the team may have a number of great players coming 

up very soon and do not appear to be a legitimate championship contender. They have no long-

term money problems and should be just fine in every way going forward. Armstrong would 

make a huge difference in the prediction this year, but assuming they’re keeping him in AAA, as 

he wasn’t invited to Spring Training, this looks like a little better than a .500 team this year. 

Look for them to maybe contend for a wild card, in which case, Armstrong could be up by June 

and it’s anyone’s ballgame. 
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H U N T S V I L L E   P H A N T O M S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Kyle Stever 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
A loved one is of utmost importance at this time. 

2038 Prediction: 79-83 

 

In recent years, the Phantoms have made themselves into consistent wild card contenders, but 

they’ve been on the outside looking in each of the past three seasons. This despite a better run 

differential than Jacksonville in 2035. They were just barely the last team out in 2036 with 88 

wins despite some regression. Again in 2037 they were the last team out by just two games. 

Huntsville has had enough of second places and heartaches, but have they improved enough to 

get over the hump this year and get into the giant playoff randomizer in the sky? 

 

Huntsville has regressed in each of the past two years pitching, and it’s not really hard to see 

why. Yu-bao Tong has to be one of the more surprising ERA champions in BBA history, and 

after suffering through numerous injuries in 2036, Tong looked like a shell of himself in 2037. 

They’re going to need him to bounce back in a big way, because right now Huntsville doesn’t 

have much else on the pitching side. Juan Nicto continues to be one of the more underrated 

starters in the game, but despite excellent internals, a 4.69 ERA isn’t getting the job done. Pepe 

Castillo did enough to get re-signed this offseason, cheap, but he’s a dice throw. Players like 

Alejandro Soto, Vito Reyes, and Ludwig Charles aren’t going to win any Steve Nebraskas . We 

might see Francois Mangin, though that’s exactly the type of pitcher Kyle Stever doesn’t put in 

the rotation. The bullpen is ably anchored by Esteban Velazquez and Santiago Diaz, among 

others, but it’s not a top group. 

 

Fortunately, Huntsville’s solid lineup and excellent hitter’s park lets them stay competitive 

offensively. Norris Rutledge continues to rake at 32 years old, and he’s the headliner here. 

However, the offense has solid players at every position. Luis Barrera is one of the league’s best 

catchers. Tim Torres has been an excellent two-way centerfielder and a five-tool threat. 

Fernando Reyes broke out in a big way last year, hitting 40 homers in just 113 starts; even if he’s 

a one trick pony, that’s some trick. The team is hoping that Adrian Young can stay healthy this 

year, as he’s had over half a dozen different injuries in the past two years. Santiago Morales was 

a rock-solid utility man for the Pikemen; they’re trying him at shortstop. It’s hard to call Paul 

Warren, a perennial utility man, a big offseason pickup, but he did have a great year last year. 

Overall, it’s a solid group that’s boosted heavily by their home park, as they’re all attacking that 

short porch in right field. 

 

Huntsville appears to be waiting around for the right trade. They have stockpiled huge numbers 

of assets on a very underrated farm. That said, they’ve let their pitching staff lie fallow for a few 

years and allowed last year’s #1 starter, Heinrich Peithner, to leave via trade after a weak 2037 

season, so one could conjecture that they’re waiting for a few of those assets to make it before 

making their move. The seeming slight fallback is an interesting stance for a team that’s been so 

close to the playoffs in each of the past three seasons, but this team has actually been quietly 

receding for three years. Being on the outside looking in might become a habit this year.  
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L O U I S V I L L E   S L U G G E R S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Nigel Laverick 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
Pursue your wishes aggressively. 

2038 Prediction:  73-89 

 

The Louisville Sluggers have fallen on hard times lately. The Genius led them to seven straight 

playoff appearances and two Landis titles between 2028 and 2034, but since he left, the team has 

gone in the tank. (We’re guessing the correlation is in the causation for his leaving: he saw the 

writing on the wall.) Louisville has lost an average of 96 games over the last two years, one of 

the worst records in the BBA, and they have one of the lowest payrolls in the league this year. 

Augusto Sanchez could help to turn the dial for this team, but can he turn it all the way up to 

playoff contender? 

 

There’s not a lot on the offense to inspire confidence that this team is ready to make the leap 

back to respectability. Shag Hopkins might be told to stay home in 2039 to make sure he doesn’t 

get his vesting option in 2040, but he’s been one of the most consistent catchers in the league for 

quite a few years. Jose Vazquez had a huge season last year, and he’s had two good seasons out 

of two in the majors. Joey O’Brien and Jaime Ramirez are good ballplayers, but they’d be best 

served as role players on a better team. Pedro Debesa is a good home run hitter/role player. 

That’s about it, though: Pedro Saldana is a poor excuse for a RBI man, and players like Lou 

Cotton and Doug Glover, Jr are mediocre at best. Everyone on this team can field, some 

extremely well, and that has to be considered a plus. I’ve seen worse teams but their 13th place 

finish last year offensively might be their cap this year. 

 

Fortunately, the pitching staff is better than they pitched last year, when they also finished a 

pitiful 13th. The star here is Kevin Morales, who hasn’t been amazing in two seasons but 

consistently puts up star quality numbers. Pepe Jaramillo put up poor numbers last season but his 

history suggests he’s much better than that. Consider him a bounceback candidate. Ken Bates 

was very good for Brooklyn and should be a solid #3 starter here. The wild card is Augusto 

Sanchez, who by all accounts is not as good as he’s likely to be in the future. He didn’t show 

much last year, but he might be better than he demonstrated. For a bad team their bullpen is 

surprisingly solid, and if things go south this year they might use them to acquire prospects. 

 

The Sluggers have one of the best farms in the BBA, and they’ll be drafting high for several 

seasons to come. They could actually get something out of Semei Kwakou, who is a monster 

outfield prospect, this year if they wanted to rush him. I don’t see the point. Reportedly, Morales 

doesn’t want the sun, moon and stars to re-sign with Louisville and that would be the cornerstone 

they need to make this thing work in the future. For now, I can see them picking up a dozen 

games, or even more, but they’re not contenders, not this year. Next year could be different. 
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N A S H V I L L E   G O A T S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Brett Golden 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
Your greatest fortune is the friends and family you have. 

2038 Prediction: 82-80 

 

Nashville finds themselves at a bit of a crossroads this year. While the Goats might have been a 

very interesting contender if their pitching staff were healthy, at this point their rotation is a 

MASH unit. Knud Zeitler: 2 more months with a torn UCL. Leon Ramirez: four months with a 

torn elbow ligament. Now, they’ve lost Arturo Cruz for 3 months of the regular season at least 

with a torn triceps. Injuries happen, but that’s 3/5 of a rotation. With a lot of offense to try to 

carry them while they heal, Nashville, who appears to be going for it this year, seems like they’re 

in a tough situation to start off. Can the offense carry the wounded arms? 

 

Nashville’s offense is legitimate, so they’ve got a chance. Justin Jackson is the headliner here: 

last year’s Sawyer Silk Award winner led the Johnson League in WAR and the BBA in OPS at 

just 23 years old. However, Nashville has lots behind the young outfielder. Cisco Arreola is on 

the downside of an outstanding career, but some of that was just bad luck: he hit .212 last year, 

and a few more base hits falling in and he would have hit his usual lofty totals. Tu-fu Yong is 

one of the league’s best shortstops, and Abdelwahab Kamade is one of the best all-around center 

fielders. Miguel Suarez, the 2036 Gillstrom, has back-to-back 30 homer seasons. Past those five 

the lineup drops off quite a bit: Sam Wade and Manuel Martinez are good role players, outfielder 

Harold Smith might hit 20 homers. They stand to improve on last year’s 4.7 runs per game. 

 

However, the pitching has serious structural issues, much like the elbows mentioned above. With 

the three above mentioned players, this unit might have been better than league average. Without 

them, there’s very little chance of that. Heinrich Peithner is a good rotation arm, solid in every 

way, and on one of the best contracts for such a pitcher in the BBA. Now, he has to perform like 

it: last year’s unexpected 8-14, 5.65 effort isn’t going to cut it. Nashville’s 21 year old Samoan 

phenom Eru Likiliki will have to keep the ball in the ballpark this year, but if he does he looks 

awfully good in every other way. Zeitler, a strong looking young starter, is on pace to be back by 

May. Ramon Hernandez might be able to help pick up the slack, since he was solid in 22 starts 

last year. Francisco Luna might be able to eat innings, and the team could try Paul Jones or Jose 

Rangel out at the fifth starter spots. It’s not a pretty sight, and the bullpen could be worse if star 

closer Jose Luna, coming off a torn labrum last year, doesn’t stay healthy. 

 

Nashville is all in this year, and their farm has been mostly emptied. They have the cap space to 

sign Yong this offsesason, but it’ll be a challenge, as he’ll no doubt cost them nearly all of their 

cap space. No idea how they’ll find room for Arreola, who will probably be a free agent. Finding 

a taker for Arthur Norris’ contract could help. I can see Nashville finally breaking through the 

.500 mark this year, which would be something of an accomplishment for them since the 

franchise hasn’t had a winning record since back to back playoff appearances in – gasp – 2024 

and 2025.  To break through the .500 mark for the first time in 13 years would have to be 

considered a successful season for this franchise, who needs something for motivation.  
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SUN BELT 

JOHNSON 
LEAGUE Sun Belt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This was the first year that Mexico City didn’t win the Sun Belt, as the Phoenix 

Talons finally lived up to their potential and took the division. Phoenix is a team 

that I had been touting for some time, and after a disappointing 2036 season that 

left the team under .500, they bounced back nicely. The Talons did lose long-time 

closer Timofei “VODAK” Bakitski, but they also picked up starting pitcher 

Maxime Manceau, fresh off his second 4 WAR season in three years. So they 

should be right back in the thick of it again. 

 

Obviously, I don’t have to tell you that Las Vegas is a playoff contender, and they 

were one of three teams in the division to make it last year along with Mexico City, 

who actually had the best run differential in the division. Mexico City lost two 

long-time starters in Mike Ellis and Willard Gagne, which won’t help their 

chances. Las Vegas technically lost ground but also traded for ace Mauro Flores, 

so it’s hard to call their offseason a failure. 

 

The other two teams in this division are not total afterthoughts. San Antonio is still 

having pathetic luck with injuries, but their rotation was loaded for buck this 

offseason and their offense has a chance to improve. Wichita, who has only existed 

for three seasons, has never been a total washout and had a phenomenal offseason 

and a ton of salary flexibility. 

 

Vegas made the biggest move in the division, and it should help, but there aren’t 

any weak franchises here. It’s really anyone’s ballgame in the Sun Belt, where no 

team finished with less than 91 or more than 93 wins last year. 
  

2038 Projected Standings W L 
Phoenix Talons 88 74 
Las Vegas Hustlers 88 74 
Mexico City Aztecs 85 77 
San Antonio Outlaws 76 86 
Wichita Aviators 70 92 
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L A S   V E G A S   H U S T L E R S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Matt Rectenwald 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
Try to value useful qualities in one who loves you. 

2038 Prediction: 88-74 

 

Division titles used to be predictably Las Vegas’ to lose, but not in recent years. Vegas finished 

an astonishing run of ten division titles in twelve years (and fourteen in seventeen) in 2033, but 

the Hustlers haven’t won this division since it was formed in 2035. Last year it was Phoenix, the 

prior two years Mexico City. In one of those years, Vegas didn’t even make the playoffs, which 

happens about every decade or so. Do I really need to tell you this team is a playoff contender, or 

did you get the hint? Let’s get to the preview. 

 

Vegas made the playoffs last year on the basis of the #1 hitting attack in the majors. While they 

didn’t have the highest team OPS, they were third in walks, first in OBA, and far and away first 

in stolen bases with 249 at almost an 80% clip. The team shed Jayden Harsnett and Juan 

Sweetworld, though neither were amazing last year and were both overpriced. The bigger loss 

might be Valeri Kharlamov, who signed a minor league deal with the Hustlers in one of the 

biggest sweetheart deals ever, and proceeded to rain fire and fury on the JL all season long. If 

we’re looking for another player who might be a Kharlamov (whose Hall of Fame credentials we 

might have to discuss in a year or two), Eliseu Satino and Sadaharu Oh III are both ready for 

bigger roles on the team. They’re going to need to step it up, because long-time mainstay 

Gervasio Ridder is beginning to become a salary problem at age 33, and he probably won’t do 

the franchise any favors by opting out of $32 million. (Our bet: cap casualty buyout.) One guy 

who’s definitely not a problem is Quant Kouros, possibly the finest leadoff man in the game, 

who hit .321 with a .410 OBP and 99 steals last year, and he should be fantastic again. Henry 

Rectenberg is an excellent player in every way. I’m having trouble visualizing Vegas as first 

place offensively again, though their park does help offense. 

 

The pitching staff got a huge boost from Vegas’ willingness to open the pocketbook and sign 

Mauro Flores, who by all accounts is one of the top ten starters in the game, maybe better than 

that. Flores was stellar for the Robins last year. The team also opened up the wallet to sign Hyun-

sik Chang long term, and the righty has been solid for the Hustlers over the past three seasons. 

Hao Kun has been nothing but phenomenal the last two seasons. Gerardo Fajardo bounced back 

strongly from a UCL injury in 2036. Chin Kim is 26 years old, and he’s been a very solid starter 

for the team. The team might have the best late inning group in the game, as Augate Balun to 

Shawn Huber is lights out in the eighth and ninth, and Wayne Muirhead and Javier Garcia are 

capable of much bigger things.  Flores should make sure that any regression goes virtually 

unnoticed. 

 

The team will have less future salary issues after parting with Ridder, and so the Flores contract 

shouldn’t be a franchise killer.  Vegas doesn’t have much of a farm left after calling up all the 

kids (overrated at 25th) so they won’t be getting too much help from the minors.  They shouldn’t 

need it.  The lineup is more suspect than it seems, but the pitching staff should be able to carry 

them most days, and I can easily see 90 wins for this group this season, maybe a division title.  
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P H O E N I X   T A L O N S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Sean Marko 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
Enthusiasm can change the current situation. 

2038 Prediction: 88-74 

 

Phoenix won their first division title last year, but it wasn’t pretty. Nine pitchers started at least 

five games last year, and seven of them started at least 13. They did take down division rival Las 

Vegas in four games in the Geoghegan, but were bounced by Jacksonville in Round 2. An 

inconsistent contender over the last three seasons, Phoenix made the playoffs in two of the last 

three years and finished below .500 in the third one. One of the most interesting franchises in the 

BBA, Phoenix has the horses to be a legitimate contender again in the Sun Belt. 

 

The addition of Maxime Manceau was a very strong move by the Talons, as it sured up their 

rotation while not costing them a fortune. Manceau has been one of the more solid #2 starters in 

the game over the past few years. He’s added to Jose Trujillo and Lawrence Columbus LaLoosh, 

who are both still going strong into their 30s, though LaLoosh’s injuries may be starting to catch 

up to him. Bob Corrigan will be back in July, and he’s in a critical year for his career. Charlie 

Iron-Knife has had a stellar minor league career and given the proper amount of support this 

season could have a chance at the Joe Gillstrom Award. That’s one of the better rotations in the 

BBA, especially if LaLoosh holds up. Phoenix has a good but not great bullpen, led by new 

closer Dillon Young and possibly Julio Cuevas, who needs to improve in year 2 with the Talons. 

Overall, it’s a contender’s pitching staff. 

 

Phoenix also had one of the better offenses in the league last year, though they were lucky to be 

as high up as they were. They only hit .244 as a team and other than Thad Meyer, whose glove 

elevated him up the ladder, they didn’t have a player above a 4 WAR. Meyer is good offensively, 

but nothing special with the bat; however, he might be the best defensive RF in the game. 

Bartolo Ortiz makes the bigger headlines, and he could have a huge contract drive year in 2038. 

Weaver Ripley, the 21 year old who hit 40 homers in CF last year, could be a 4 WAR player if 

he improves with the glove, and you have to think he might. The team has powerhitters at nearly 

every position and therefore was an efficient offense despite their OPS being far the lowest in the 

top six offenses.  They could fall back if more of those homers become solo shots. The Talons 

are also maybe the best defensive team in the BBA. 

 

Phoenix has built an excellent franchise. For my money they have the #1 farm system in the 

game, with eight of the top 100 prospects and several in the top 200, and I feel like some of their 

prospects are underrated. They’re not going to get a lot of help from them this year unless they 

use them in trades. The Talons may have to cut ties with both Jean-Luc Lacaze and Andres 

Martinez this offseason to keep Bartolo Ortiz, but I think they’ll probably let him walk before 

that. Such are the difficulties of being a contender, of course, and they could be okay without 

Ortiz. The bigger name to watch is LaLoosh, who, if he continues to recede at age 34 and 35 and 

36 could become a huge problem on the cap, but right now we don’t really know. Phoenix 

should be right back in the hunt for the division title and should be a good bet for a wild card.  
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S A N   A N T O N I O   O U T L A W S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Mike Calvaruso 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
Your true value depends entirely on what you are compared with. 

2038 Prediction: 76-86 

 

I’m not sure what they’re putting in the water in San Antonio that makes pitchers’ arms turn to 

jelly, but nearly every top pitcher this team had had for a solid decade has turned into mush. This 

year, it’s promising young starters Jorge Alvarez and Jose Olivas. That is hardly every top 

pitcher this team has, though, and for the first time they might be able to adequately weather the 

hailstorm of dead arms. This franchise hasn’t had a winning record since 2032, the second of 

back-to-back playoff years, but they may be primed to have such a record this season after a 76-

86 record last year. Can San Antonio break .500 and sneak into the playoffs? 

 

Let’s start with the rest of the pitching staff, which has graciously left their ace, Aki Kondo, 

untouched. The Japanese righty has been one of the top starters in the game over the past three 

seasons since becoming a full-time starter in 2035. Yrrigs Carpenter moved right off the top spot 

on the prospect list and is now a full-fledged ace in his own right, with an outstanding rookie 

season that makes him one of the best bargains in the BBA. The rest of the rotation isn’t that 

impressive, though when Alvarez and Olivas are healthy it could be very good. Elliott Buckland 

is still a solid rotation member, and Mei-shan Ngui has a good track record, so it isn’t all bad 

either. Their bullpen isn’t half bad; and Roberto Lizardo is becoming a very good closer. 

 

The offense isn’t quite as impressive, and the team has paid a premium for a lot of players who 

aren’t that kind of player. Second baseman Angel De Castillo is the highest paid, and he doesn’t 

deserve almost $100 million over the next four seasons, but he’s a good player. Jesus Gonzales, 

same salary level, same structural problem. Chang-hyeok Chang had an amazing 2037, but I 

have trouble buying him as a 5 WAR player. All of these are good players, but none of them are 

great, and they’re all being paid like they’re superstars. They can get away with this because 

Kondo and Carpenter are a combined $8.6 million, but they won’t be able to forever. Willard 

Gagne was a low-risk signing and he was a legitimate star for Mexico City last year. Manuel 

Nunez probably plays first base so as not to start Tony Hernandez’ clock. Andy Seekins has 

good power but no other major skills. The team is weak at catcher and shortstop, and none of the 

above players are superstars, so last year’s 12th place finish offensively is entirely possible again. 

 

San Antonio might not be playing for this year, though they have structured their contracts 

terribly such that Kondo becomes a free agent before they have major cap space available. They 

can probably work around that by backloading his deal. They also have a fantastic farm that 

includes #2 overall prospect Ricardo Rivera and nine other top 200 prospects, and if they’re 

lucky they may solve that catcher problem with Octavio Moreno in a couple years. I don’t see 

the Outlaws as serious contenders, though I probably would have if Alvarez was healthy. But, if 

the highly paid bats hit as well as they’re paid, this team could definitely grab a wild card or even 

the division. The Outlaws have a puncher’s chance and might turn a profit again.  This is a 

franchise on the way up.  
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M E X I C O   C I T Y   A Z T E C S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Fred Holmes 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
An unexpected acquaintance will resurface. 

2038 Prediction: 85-77 

 

Mexico City tried to rain on everyone’s parade last year. It worked, to a point. The tropicality of 

Ciudad de Mexico caused a number of rainouts which created a special group of rainout makeup 

games at the end of the season, and the rainout games snuck the Aztecs into the playoffs, passing 

the Huntsville Phantoms at the end of the season. It was the third straight playoff appearance for 

the Aztecs, who for a long time were one of my sleeper cell teams. However, they have failed in 

three straight playoff appearances to win a series, last year bowing out to Brooklyn in 5 games in 

the Geoghegan. Is time running out on this franchise, or can they break through? 

 

No discussion of this franchise can take place without first bringing up Hsin Mei. The superstar 

catcher got his this offseason without breaking Mexico City’s cap in half, though the Aztecs did 

shed two of last year’s starters, Willard Gagne and Mike Ellis, a combined 7.1 WAR of offensive 

production. Ellis will be replaced capably by Jose Estrada, who isn’t quite the same sort of threat 

as Ellis but did hit 43 homers last year, and Dan Flores will replace Gagne. I wouldn’t expect 7 

WAR from those guys but they’ll be BBA starters. Young Gipper Kengos has yet to really break 

through yet, though volume last year made him a surprise 3 WAR player. Jerome Delage is a 

rock solid second sacker, and the team has one of the best defensive cornerstones in the league in 

Dashiell R. Faireborn. Adding Sean Maguire at half the price is a smart move, too, as he’s a 

defensive cornerstone who can hit. Augie Plascencia fell off a little last year for no reason, and 

there’s no reason he can’t bounce back. Every position is at least solid defensively. I thought 

they overachieved last year at 5.1 runs per game, and it’s the highest total they’ve had in three 

years. They’re not going to be in the top third offensively, certainly. 

 

Fortunately, their pitching staff is one of the most productive in the game. There isn’t a headliner 

here at all, no Aki Kondo or Mauro Flores, but Scotty Pendleton, Pedro Rocha, Denis Pham, and 

Julio Silva are all above average major league starting pitchers. Scouts like Armando Rodriguez, 

though I don’t get it. Leonardo Gonzalez was a good addition to a reasonably solid bullpen this 

offseason, though he’s not going to supplant top closer Pedro Castillo any time soon. Castillo 

was mostly superb last year, but the team used him in just about every close situation and so he 

lost 11 games last season. That probably won’t happen again. 

 

Mexico City has no serious long-term salary issues and probably won’t develop problems any 

time soon. They should consider giving some of their starting pitchers three year deals if they’ll 

accept them, even on a slight overpay compared to their arbitration numbers, because right now 

they are super, extra-cheap. The team isn’t prospect-rich, though they will get help from Flores 

this year. With Mei leading the attack, the starting pitching consistent and solid, and the bullpen 

led by a 4 WAR reliever in Castillo, it’s hard to see this team having a losing record. I’m not 

going to take that leap of faith. This is probably my second wild card team from this division.  
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W I C H I T A   A V I A T O R S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Stu Hopkins 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
Start a new project at work -- or start a new job altogether. 

2038 Prediction: 70-92 

 

If you tack on the 12 wins that WAR tells us the Aviators picked up this offseason to their 

respectable 71-91 finish last year, you get 83 wins for Wichita. Considering this franchise started 

about the same time that Khalid became popular, we’re looking at a serious upgrade in their 

Twitter followers and some major yeets. (Yes, we get it, the franchise is young.) Wichita, who 

finished fundamentally tied for last in the JL in runs allowed, went out and bought themselves a 

pitching staff this offseason. Are we looking at a surprise wild card contender? 

 

The biggest pitching signing was Hiroyuki Rin, whose makeup suggested that he was always 

capable of last year’s superb 10-8, 4.02 ERA in 150 innings, with a 133/22 K/BB ratio. He’s 

making all of $3 million this year. The other big signing was Hirotada Miura, who they are 

almost certain to sign for less than $10 million per year. They also went out and got control 

specialist Esteban Sanchez, who should eat innings well. Marcos Villegas is consistently 

productive so long as they can keep him pitching. There are a few fifth starter options, but this is 

basically it. It’s not an amazing rotation to put it mildly, but it’ll do. I’d feel a lot better about 

their chances if they had a better bullpen, which they really don’t; the team is trying the $8 

million of Abe Colbert at closer this year, and he’s been flaming out of everything since 2034. 

Martin Torres is nothing special and Robby O’Bryan, who does have a live arm when healthy, is 

having it surgically repaired. It’s not an awe-inspiring pitching staff, but it should be better than 

last place, so that’s an improvement. 

 

The offense is also nothing to shout about. In fact, only Charm City had less WAR on the 

offensive side than Wichita, who somehow translated that into 800 runs and 8th place. Some of 

that came from their league-leading 651 walks, a number which isn’t likely to improve with the 

retirement of Brian Clough (.378 OBP), or the aging, slowing bat of Ed Curry, who has been one 

of the league leaders in walks nearly every year of his career. Curry hit 51 homers last year, too, 

and that number should recede. One player who’s not likely to get worse is shortstop Alex 

Ramirez, one of the best sixes in the game. He might get even better at age 22. The defense 

should improve this year with the addition of Gabriel Talamante, long time Louisville Slugger, 

and Jorge Rincon, a superb 21 year old defensive CF, but the defense is weak otherwise. Sparky 

Anderson should be useful when he comes off the DL. It’s worth noting that exactly two hitters 

still on the roster had a WAR of over 2 last season, and they haven’t improved that much. 

 

Wichita is doing fine adding players like Rin and Miura, and they are also acting wisely when 

they don’t push harder than that with their open cap space. This team will be paying nearly 

nothing for the roster in 2039, and that kind of flexibility is valuable by itself. The team has 

virtually zero farm other than the very young, very raw Armando Feliciano. I don’t see a lot 

more success than last season, and it’s foreseeable that instead of going forward, that in a tough 

division, they fall back.  
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FRONTIER 

FRICK 
LEAGUE Frontier 

 
It wasn’t too long ago that the Frontier 

was the “weak” Frick League division. It 

is a testament to how competitive the 

Brewster is, and how good our GMs are 

that they may have three of the top 

teams in the league. 

 

In 2037 Edmonton, under the excellent management of the newly returned Chris Robillard, 

finally got its act together and capitalized on a mess of talent that had been moldering away in 

futility. Seattle, thought to be the front-runner, floundered a bit before righting the ship too late 

for a playoff appearance. Calgary hummed along as their retool continued and even finished with 

a record that looks closer to the playoffs than they probably were. Vancouver faked legitimacy 

for a portion of the season. Boise has Dennis French. 

 

How will 2038 go? Well, Robillard didn’t take his foot off the gas. A very active offseason has 

the Jackrabbits looking like one of the best teams in the league. They added to an already strong 

pitching staff and fixed the few weak spots in their lineup. Seattle is still a deep, dangerous 

pitching team with a solid offense. They have some mismatched parts, but Nathan Eagan has 

shown both a willingness and competency in the past for figuring out how to find playing time 

for players that look like they don’t have an open position for. Kevin Dickson’s Calgary Pioneers 

also traded to upgrade the pitching staff, as well as the offense, and may be ready to step back 

into contention.  

 

On the other side, Taylor Bettencourt and Vancouver are still playing the waiting game. Bad 

long contracts are bad news, compatriots. Jeff Palin in Boise is trying to figure out how to make 

a team out of three or four players, but at least has a boatload of cap space and cash. 

 

Going forward, this could end up the most competitive division in the Frick. Edmonton, Seattle, 

and Calgary are all young. Somehow, these talented teams have even more prospects on the way. 

If Vancouver can leverage its upcoming financial flexibility, or Boise can add to a core as its 

prospects develop, this division could be incredibly difficult to win for a long time. 

 

For the near future, 2038 that is, this looks like Edmonton’s division. However, as amazing as 

they appear on paper, it wouldn’t take anything outside of normal baseball randomness for 

Seattle or Calgary to pass them. 

  

2038 Projected Standings W L 
Edmonton Jackrabbits 98 64 
Seattle Storm 86 76 
Calgary Pioneers 85 67 
Vancouver Mounties 74 88 
Boise Spuds 67 95 



Page 28 

E D M O N T O N   J A C K R A B B I T S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Chris Robillard 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
In order to have great friends, you must first learn to be a great friend. 

2038 Prediction: 98-64 

 

It’s always fun to look at a breakout team for year breakout+1, and few teams have switched on 

the juice like the 2037 Edmonton Jackrabbits. The Jackrabbits yearly win totals the last five 

seasons read 54, 65, 65, 64, 96. That’s a 32-win improvement, folks. The Jackrabbits had won at 

least 70 games exactly once in their eight seasons prior to last year. Now they have a division 

title. GM Chris Robillard showed exactly what you have to do to win in the Brewster. You can’t 

just sit on a bunch of loosely collected parts, no matter the amount of talent, and wait for the 

wins to roll in. He did what any Jackrabbits GM could have done over the last 2-3 seasons. He 

found the holes, where replacement and sub replacement level talent had been sabotaging this 

team. and plugged them. Now, Edmonton’s stars could shine, rather than being forced to bail 

water constantly. 

 

You might think a GM would rest on his laurels after such a dramatic turnaround. Robillard 

didn’t. The Jackrabbits’ pitching staff performed well last year, but some thought they might be 

playing over their heads. So Jubal Troop and Francisco Ruiz were added to a group that already 

included Bobby Lynch, Chest Parrish, and Jesus Ramos. This rotation is as good as any in their 

division. It may lack the sexiness and future projectability of Seattle’s young fireballers, but for 

now, this is a rotation that doesn’t have anything worse than a typical third starter. In fact, all 

four of the guys not named Bobby Lynch have been strong candidates for a number two spot at 

various points in their careers. The outstanding Lynch himself needs no further discussion. 

 

The Jackrabbits’ bullpen, on the other hand, could use a little help. 

 

After Jorge Heurta there isn’t much to get excited about. Arms like Arturo Lopez and Taisuke 

Suzuki could be serviceable, but any more than that is a bit optimistic. The recently acquired 

Juan Trujillo is an interesting project but will definitely cause his share of frustrations with his 

propensity to leave pitches up over the heart of the plate. This group isn’t horrible, but it’s 

definitely the weakness of an otherwise outstanding pitching staff. 

 

The Jackrabbits offense scored the fourth most runs in the Frick last year. Apparently, that 

wasn’t good enough for Mr. Robillard either. Out is the ineffective Dong-Soo Chon, in is the 

recently acquired Fernando Martinez. While not an elite bat, the upgrade here over Chon is fairly 

significant. Second base also will see a large improvement with the recently acquired Yi-Ke 

Hsaio. Add that to a full season from Steve Collins III, and continued excellence from Luis 

Costello, William Wood, and Mitch Dalrymple (who may be the best outfield in the league), and 

you have the makings of a top offense. 

 

Hold on. We’re not done yet. 
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Dusty Rhodes is still a Jackrabbit, but he’ll be the DH going forward, because Edmonton 

acquired Fernando Cruz to play first base. This team is an absolute murder’s row now. They may 

not be the home run powerhouse San Fernando is, but they more than make up for it with the 

sheer over amount of outstanding hitting ability they have. Hsaio, a legitimately exciting second 

base prospect, may be the 7th best hitter on this team. Good grief. 

 

This is how it’s done folks. If you sit and say, my team is good enough, you’ll be left in the dust. 

 

 Last year, Robillard plugged the holes. This year, he upgraded every one of those stopgap 

measures. The question is not really whether Edmonton is the best team in the Frontier, it’s 

whether they are the best team in the League. 

 

Prediction: 98-64 
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S E A T T L E   S T O R M 
GENERAL MANAGER: Nathan Eagan 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
You will enjoy good health, you will be surrounded by luxury. 

2038 Prediction: 86-76 

 

I don’t think that there is any way 2037 could be viewed as anything other than a disappointment 

for Nathan Eagan and his Seattle Storm. Fresh off back to back division titles with a team that 

still has good prospects coming up from the farm system, they were picked as the front runner 

for the division. Instead, their vaunted pitching staff struggled all year, finishing 6th in the Frick 

in runs allowed. While acceptable for most teams, that is a poor effort from a group as talented as 

the Storm’s staff. The offense was also unrenamable, scoring the 8th most runs in the Frick. All 

of this resulted in a 84-78 record, good for second in a weak Frontier division, but not good 

enough for a wild card.  

 

To add insult to injury, a revitalized Edmonton Jackrabbits team, bursting with young talent, 

surged past the Storm and usurped the crown as the team of the future. Can the Storm reclaim 

their spot atop the division? 

 

If they can, they will need to improve the offense. Lionel Crepin and John Hickman are a good 

start. While Hickman is not the strongest defensive centerfielder, it may be the best bet for 

Seattle to play him, as that opens up left field for Aurelio Lopez, who has seen a lot of time at 

DH. Why is that important? Well folks, it appears to be Vincent “Volt” Vanderhugen time. The 

20-year-old switch hitter is the bat the Storm need, and while he is legitimately a top offensive 

talent, his glove is no more than adequate in right, and that spot is already filled by Crepin. 

Another youngster that could help the Storm this year is Jay Garrick, although his glove first, 

mediocre bat style doesn’t do much to upgrade over the relatively lackluster Jose Cortez and 

Ruben Bordonhos. Lloyd Braun is still nice, but the real glaring hole in the Storm’s lineup is at 

1B. That makes me sad to type. Living (but aged) legend Juan Escobar had done a gamer’s job of 

holding down the spot in recent years, but with his retirement, it’s officially time for the Storm to 

move on. The Storm also signed one-time Hawaii Tropic Michael Durham in free agency, 

although for the life of me I can’t figure how he fits into this outfield. John Hickman and Aurelio 

Lopez both have some infield ability, but it seems like a waste in Hickman’s case and Lopez 

looks marginal at best for first. There’s some work to be done here. 

 

On the other hand, Seattle’s pitching needs very little help. They simply need to remember who 

they are. Ken Walter should be a Nebraska contender every year, if not the front-runner, but 

simply had a bizarre 2037, posting a 4.84 ERA. His FIP was better at 3.87, but that’s still not 

good enough for a player of Walter’s caliber. A return to form along from Walter should at 2-3 

wins to this team. Hector Marquez made a good rookie impression, and while raw, looks like an 

ace in the making. Julio Alicea is a dependable middle of the rotation lefty, and Luther Summers 

looks like another nice piece. He did not have the same success as Marquez in his first full 

season as a starter. However, should his 5.17 ERA from 2037 get more in line with his 3.82 FIP, 

the Storm seem to have another solid middle rotation piece. Lastly, we come to Alfredo 
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Contreras. The 31-year-old lefty pitched well last year, but really seems to be showing his age. 

He may not be the player he once was, however, if he’s the worst arm in Seattle’s rotation, they 

simply have to finish better than 6th this year. Gordon Graves is another option, so this team has 

depth. If he starts the season in the bullpen, it will only strengthen a solid group that already 

features Axel Anguin, Jose Souza, Jose Perucho, and Shotaro Kawamura.  

 

Seattle is a young, talented, deep team 

that should contend for their division. 

Well, any division that didn’t have 

Edmonton. Instead, they’ll most like 

duke it out with Calgary for second. 

 

Prediction: 86-76 
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C A L G A R Y   P I O N E E R S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Kevin Dickson 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
The smart thing to do is to start trusting your intuition. 

2038 Prediction: 85-77 

 

 

It’s been an atypical past couple seasons for Kevin Dickson’s Calgary Pioneers. Perennial 

contenders, the Pioneers forgot to show up for games in a 94 loss 2036. This prompted a 

retooling year in 2037, in which I don’t think many expected the Pioneers to compete. Still, they 

finished with 83 wins. Dickson has done a masterful job reworking his team on the fly. The 

question is whether the Pioneers are ready to step forward to and start slugging it out with 

Edmonton and Seattle for the division title. 

 

I have to admit, I’m surprised by the quality of Calgary’s pitching. I knew they had young 

prospects, but I expected that with the loss of Jimmy Greenwood, they would take a step back. 

Did you know Calgary had the third least runs allowed in the Frick last year? I didn’t. I also 

didn’t know how ready their young arms were. Edwin Gilliam, although not fully fleshed out, 

looks ready for big league action. Mike Bragg could be up soon. They also traded for Lee 

Morgan from Hawaii, who had a reasonable, although abbreviated, debut last season. Jefferson 

Pierce remains one of the most exciting young arms in the league and will probably be better 

than last year’s rather okay campaign. And then there’s the old warhorse, Cristobal Hernandez. 

Hernandez has been one of the underrated starters in the league for some time. Everyone knows 

he’s good, but he for whatever reason he hasn’t racked up sexy win totals or garnered a ton of 

award consideration. I’ll take a guy who throws 200 innings, strikes out 200 batters, walks 40, 

and allows 15-25 homers any time. Hernandez was a bit more susceptible to the long ball last 

season, but he seems to have a year or two of front of the rotation ability left. Oh, I forgot Carlos 

Rodriguez, who might be the most talented guy in the entire group. This rotation is every bit as 

good as Edmonton’s or Seattle’s. It’s frankly been incredible writing these. I keep thinking, 

“This HAS to be the best one in the division, right?” Then I see the next team.  

 

Where Calgary separates themselves from the rest of their division is the bullpen. The addition of 

Timofei Bakitski to a staff that already includes Jesus Arce, Thomas Crane, and Jorge Perez is 

downright unfair.  

 

Offensively, Calgary was 11th last year. That’s just bizarre. Anyone that’s been around for very 

long simply doesn’t expect that kind of a finish, especially the lack of home runs, from a Kevin 

Dickson offense. Unfortunately, it’s not clear that they will be a whole lot better. At least it 

wasn’t before they traded for Etienne Lafitte. That should be a big upgrade over Rupert Grant. 

Susumu Nakanashi is a terrific hitter. Francisco Medina in left is a candidate for a break out 

season. Jose Rios is nice at second, and Juan Karyabwhite is a similar in the outfield. But Henry 

Jones is less than ideal at DH.  He’ll be okay, but not a strength. Mario Soriano couldn’t stay 

healthy last year and is probably a bit of a question mark now. Mario Balderas has returned to his 

old stomping grounds, and was good in limited time last year, but is now 35. Even if those three 
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play well, it’s hard to see this being a great offense. It lacks the elite talent of Edmonton, and 

probably is still a shade worse than Seattle’s. The Pioneers will get very little at catcher out of 

Hector Serrano, and Tony Gustafson is a black hole at short. Things could change very quickly, 

however. If center field prospect Jose Figueroa makes significant strides early in the season, he 

could be a big upgrade over Soriano. Similarly, Liann-wei Mao already looks like a solid AAA 

1B, and while he’s probably not going to be ready this year, stranger things have happened. Still, 

they probably won’t be ready in 2038. All bets are off for 2039 however. The offensive future in 

Calgary is bright. 

 

Every time I think I feel alright about how I’ve sorted this bunch out, another team looks 

promising. I still think Edmonton is the class of this division. I think Seattle is a smidge better 

than Calgary. I think batted ball luck, injuries, and plain old performance variance could see 

Calgary leapfrog both. On the other hand, if Edmonton and Seattle roar out of the gate while the 

Pioneers sputter, there’s likely no reason for Dickson to decide to not push the kids too hard and 

wait a year. Most likely, barring the offense laying an egg similar to last season, Calgary will be 

in the playoff hunt. 

 

Prediction: 85-77 
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V A N C O U V E R   M O U N T I E S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Taylor Betancourt 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
Well done is better than well said. 

2038 Prediction: 74-88 

 

Hooray, a not great team! No offense to Taylor. It’s not his fault the Mounties are bad. But 

here’s the thing. We have such a good group of GMs that every team looks better than last year. 

Trying to figure out who is going to be the best is mentally taxing. Vancouver is not mentally 

taxing. They are not good and will not be in contention. 

 

That doesn’t mean there is nothing to talk about. The biggest news is that a team that was 

financially crippled by bad extensions is starting to see the light at the end of the tunnel. Thirty-

plus million can come of the books for 2039 when J.J McQuade, Alfredo Bermudez and Pierre 

Cordona leave the team. Bertam Hahn’s endless dead money will be gone after 2039. Then, the 

sky’s the limit for the finally free Mounties. That is, if they remember to keep the revenue 

coming so they can spend some of that cap space. 

 

The Mounties have exactly four players on the roster under 25 that I’d try to win with. Rashardo 

Menne the Third is a legitimate star. Jose Arrelano has front of the rotation potential, as does 

Alejando Ramirez. The other Ramirez, Jose, could be a decent enough depth starter. 

 

That’s it, though. Their farm is brimming with talented hitting prospects, but is a bit lacking on 

the pitching side. Still, it’s a strength, but one that won’t be ready for 2-3 seasons. Why am I 

harping on this? Well, 2039 seems like a really good chance to sign some popular vets to short 

deals to bridge the gap to the youth and keep the team from bottoming out financially.  

 

For 2038 the Mounties are somewhat locked in. Their roster takes up their entire 80+ million 

budget. That’s unfortunate, because it’s not that exciting of a group. This was a 90 loss team by 

base runs last year, and the rest of the league might have improved as a group, while the 

Mounties were forced to tread water. 

 

Outside of the previously mentioned Arrelano (who isn’t quite there yet) and Ramirez’s, the rest 

is back of the rotation caliber. Guys like Juan Geurrero, Jose Zamora, and Manuel Soliz are 

decent options, but are depth pieces. Rodrigo Lugo is the only pitcher in the ‘pen I’d want to give 

the ball to. This pitching staff isn’t going to steal many games on a weak offensive night. 

 

Unfortunately, down offensive nights maybe be the norm for Vancouver. Whearas the starting 

rotation at least is comprised of big leaguers, the Mounties will be again, due to cap issues and 

bad deals, be forced to play minor leaguers in half of their lineup. Menne is great. Michinaga 

Narita at second could potentially be okay, but has warts. Ditto for Tomas Valdez, and both of 

those guys can’t play second. J.J. McQuade is still around, and Ki-Seop Park is a perfectly 

reasonable glove first option in center. Are you underwhelmed? Are you waiting for the big 
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name drop? There won’t be one. That’s it. This was a 13th place offense last year out of 15 

teams. It may be worse in 2038. 

 

So, another year, another lesson in patience for Taylor Bettencourt. It’s almost like we gave you 

a team and said, “Now you won’t be able to do anything for 3-4 season, because it was royally 

f’d up. Hang in there!” You know what Taylor, it’s okay. According to your bio in game, you 

will be the same age in 2038 as I am now. And you love baseball! So much baseball left to enjoy. 

Think about how great you’ll be at this if you keep it up for 20 more years!  

 

Prediction: 74-88 
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B O I S E   S P U D S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Jeff Palin 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
Dream your dream and your dream will dream of you. 

2038 Prediction: 67-95 

 

Who scored fewer runs that Vancouver in 2037 AND had a bottom half pitching staff rather than 

a top half one? Jeff Palin knows. He knows so hard that he made some park changes for 2038, 

because while losing is boring, losing 2-0 and 3-1 every night is soul crushing. It feels hopeless. 

Like Boise’s fan base for 2038. 

 

Similarly to the Mounties, the Spuds have a few pitchers, but not a whole staff, and very little on 

offense. In contrast, they have only 40 million on the books, which gives them 50-60 million in 

budget space. Whether or not spending that now with the current team talent available is of much 

utility is another question.  

 

Regarding that talent, this offense is bad. More importantly, DENNIS FRENCH. Oh my heart .. 

how I want that player. Let’s all take a moment and just stare longingly at him. Are you done 

yet? I’m not. One more minute. …. Okay. That’s probably enough. Also, the Spuds have 

Yunosuke Terada. What is he? Is he the rookie of the year candidate from 2036? Is he last year’s 

very “meh” league average hitter? Can he play third base? That last question is really important 

as it will really increase his value. My guess is that the answer is, “not well”. But how well is 

good enough? That depends on his bat. Which is …… Yunosuke Terada, folks! 

 

And that’s it for Boise’s offense! Not really. Claudio Perez and Jose Rivera look like decent 

catchers. I’m not sure how Ignacio Marrero fits in, but he’s here now, too. Now we’re done. The 

rest are platoon guys or AAA players. 

 

Did you know that the Boise Spuds’ pitching staff has pitchers named Maxim and Maxence? I 

bet that’s a first. Good luck Boise announcers! The good one is Maxence Mace. And by good, I 

mean mid rotation starter. The other one is Maxim Makin. Say that like 5-10 times to yourself. It 

starts to sound weird. And rhymes with bacon. I do like Pancho German. He could really be a top 

two starter someday. At worst a really good number three. Antonio Sanchez has no idea where 

the baseball is going. Stan Brooks and Jorge Baez pitch in the Brewster Baseball association … 

apparently. 

 

There is a bullpen. I hear some of the guys even have heartbeats. 

 

I wrote this before they signed Kharlamov in free agency. So now that’s covered. 

 

The Boise Spuds will play baseball in 2038. 

 

Prediction: 67-95 
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HEARTLAND 

FRICK 
LEAGUE Heartland 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2037 season prompted a question as to whether the one time “best division in 
baseball” had taken a step back. The Heartland contributed the weakest division winner, 
and while four teams won 80+ games and sent three teams to the playoffs, there wasn’t 
a dominant team among them. A look at those same teams an offseason later turns that 
question into a definitive statement. Last year’s front runners seem to have faded a bit 
as the inevitability of age and free agency have sapped their already diminishing 
strength. Meanwhile, the teams at the bottom have improved themselves, tightening the 
division as a whole. 
 
Omaha won this division last year, largely on the strength of incredible sequencing luck 
with run scoring. They beat division rival Madison in the playoffs before getting run over 
by Edmonton in the next round. They don’t seem to have improved much, and questions 
about whether they were good or simply lucky last year abound. The club from the Twin 
Cities looks largely similar to last year’s 91-win group but is a year older. Sometimes 
that’s enough to cause a steep decline, or maybe they win the division they think they 
should have last season. Madison’s powerful offense is back, and so is their questionable 
pitching staff. Will it work again? Will losing their old, unimpressive, but sneakily 
effective starters from last season do them in? 
 
How about the other end of the division from a year ago? Projected records have Yellow 
Springs and Madison about the same last year. Does that make the nine a playoff 
contender this year? Des Moines really struggled as the Kernels embarked on another 
rebuild. Their kids are a year older, and they had a solid free agency, but it’s hard to see 
them being in contention. 
 
As previously mentioned, outside of Des Moines, the gaps in this division have all but 
disappeared. Twin Cities looks the best on paper, but any of the other teams could take 
this division. The division title looks important too, as the other two division have 
significantly improved, and a wild card may not come from the Heartland at all this 
season.  

2038 Projected Standings W L 
Twin Cities River Monsters 86 76 
Yellow Springs Nine 83 79 
Madison Wolves 81 81 
Omaha Hawks 76 86 
Des Moines Kernels 63 99 
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T W I N   C I T I E S   R I V E R   M O N S T E R S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Scott Piccoli 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
Someone is speaking well of you. 

2038 Prediction: 86-76 

 

The 2037 Twin Cities River Monsters won 91 games en route to second-place and wild card 

spot. They were probably better than the actual division champs, Omaha, who had a losing 

expected record. The River Monsters had the 5th best offense in the Frick, and the 4th best 

pitching staff. Should they repeat that performance, they are a good bet to win the Heartland.  

 

How likely that is to happen is another question. This offense on paper just doesn’t seem like that 

potent of a group. Catcher Sang-duk Sim won a batting title in what was almost certainly a career 

year. Second and third basemen Xue-qin Man and Chris Limon aren’t aging well. Duane Whitley 

Jr. may be a better option than Limon at third now. On the other hand, incumbent first baseman 

Albert Goana’s best years may be behind him, so maybe Whitley is more valuable at first. The 

best player on this team is probably shortstop Mark Wareham, but even he is starting to look like 

a on trick pony. Ray Cooper is good in the outfield, but not great. This lineup has all the makings 

of a group that is greater than the sum of its parts. Still, off the top of my head I can list Frick 

offenses clearly better than this one. San Fernando, Yellow Springs, Madison, and Edmonton are 

all clearly superior. While the River Monsters were 5th last year, they could be more accurately 

described as at the top of a group of six teams that scored 4.9 to 5.1 runs per game last year. With 

any regression, this becomes a middle of the pack lineup, rather than a top scoring one.  

 

Well, what about that fourth-place pitching finish? Chris Kelly had issues with health again, but 

when he was on the mound, was one of the best in the league. Josh Brown is a nice mid-rotation 

option, but the days of hoping he figures out his change up are gone. Apparently, Twin Cities is 

where change ups go to not develop. Chris Kelly never truly finished off his, and Jerry Coyle 

says hi. If those guys had mastered the elusive pitch, this could be a tremendous top three. 

Instead, it’s just kind of okay. Maybe a bit less than that. Speaking of okay, Travis Arnold is just 

that. Reese Rayner and Manuel Gonzales are somewhat less so but will suffice for end of the 

rotation options. The bullpen may be a bit better than okay. Lorenzo de Medici is very good. 

Steve Russell was a nice FA pickup. George Galetto and Javier Gonzales look solid. Not an 

amazing group, but they should be proficient at keeping leads. 

 

Let’s play the same game with the pitching staff that we did with the offense. What teams are 

clearly better? Seattle, California, and Edmonton definitely are, and I think you can add Calgary 

and Long Beach to the list.  

 

The problem for the River Monsters is that so many teams in the Frick got better, and they stayed 

the same. When you factor aging, they are probably a bit worse. If the River Monsters can 

approach last season’s production, they could take their division. If they can’t, it may get ugly 

fast. I think this team’s balance serves it well, and guess they are more likely to be in the hunt. 

 

Prediction: 86-76  
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Y E L L O W   S P R I N G S   N I N E 
GENERAL MANAGER: Ron Collins 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
Good luck comes from good planning. 

2038 Prediction: 83-79 

 

Did you know that the Yellow Springs Nine finished 80-82 in 2037? You might not. You might 

only remember that Lucas McNeil forgot how to play baseball. You might remember that Carlos 

Valle couldn’t get hitters out for half a season. You might remember how the Nine were all but 

knocked out of the playoffs by June. What you almost certainly don’t recall is that the Nine had a 

83-79 Pythagorean record last year. Or that they had the second best offense in the Frick. On the 

other hand, you probably wouldn’t be at all surprised that they had the third worst pitching staff. 

Ask yourself which is more likely. Does Yellow Springs remain an offensive powerhouse for 

2038, or does their pitchers struggle so badly again that they aren’t competitive for more than 

half of the season? 

 

Let’s look at that pitching staff. Carlos Valle actually rounded into shape as the 2037 season 

went on, posting a 4 WAR campaign. The 24 year-old righty doesn’t really have any weaknesses 

and still looks like a front of the rotation arm. Ernesto Ramos struggled mightily as rookies often 

do, posting a FIP above 5. However, he has the makings of an ace and his future will depend on 

his ability to harness his change-up. As a number 2 option behind Valle, he’s not that bad. The 

other starting pitching options are not so hot. At 36 and coming off yet another injury, Jose 

Chavez may be done. He looks like he can still handle lefties but is approaching replacement 

level performance versus right handed hitters. Han-lee Kim and Luis Colon don’t really excite 

anyone, except opposing batters. Tristan Alfama hasn’t shown an ability to start in the past and 

may be better suited to the ‘pen. Another option is Momcilo Djuretic, whose name looks like I 

fat fingered the keyboard multiple times while typing it, but he’s also primarily been a reliever in 

his career. Speaking of that bullpen, it seems alright. Curt Phillips is outstanding, and Emilio 

Gutierrez is a fine option. Adergazoz Ouakili (seriously Ron, these names are great) was pretty 

good last year but has warts. The bullpen isn’t a strength but isn’t awful.  

 

If that doesn’t seem to you like a pitching staff that can get Yellow Springs over the hump, 

you’re not wrong. Is it better than last year? A lot of that will depend on some of the younger 

arms making strides this year. To me, they don’t look quite ready. 

 

If Yellow Springs wants to move up in the division, their offense will have to shoulder the load. 

Mind you, this is a group that lost .400+ OBP man Jorge Rodriguez to free agency. Still, if Lucas 

McNeil has grown tired of swimming in his Scrooge McDuckian vault of $100 bills and wants to 

play baseball again, he could replace Rodriguez’s production easily. That’s the real question. We 

could talk about left fielder Adam McKinney’s breakout year or Aaron Stone’s excellence at 

catcher. We could spotlight underrated players like center fielder Marvin Saucedo, third baseman 

Rob Thomas, or DH George Robertson. I could pick apart what kind of value newly acquired 

infielder Brian Sulivan provides at econd base with his glove. None of that matters nearly as 

much as Lucas McNeil deciding he wants to play baseball again. McNeil was worth -0.1 WAR 
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last year, after 7.2 in 2036. A lot of that negative value came from his atrocious play at second 

base last year and moving to first full time should help. But it doesn’t explain away his 83 wRC+ 

in 2037, a full 55 points below his career average. Compared to 2036, McNeil’s K rate ballooned 

5%, his walk rate dropped by the same amount, and he BABIP’d .100 points worse. Yellow 

Springs just has to hope this was one of the more bizarre concessions to the randomness of the 

baseball gods in Brewster history. If it isn’t, the Nine have no chance. 

 

Do they have a change even in their superstar returns to form. Maybe. The pitching, or lack 

thereof, will prevent them from being a strong wild card contender, but they could be a dark 

horse. The Heartland looks weak enough that a really long shot at the division title isn’t even out 

of the picture. Still, odds are probably against the Nine. 

 

Prediction: 83-79 
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M A D I S O N   W O L V E S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Chris Wilson 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
Conquer your fears, or they will conquer you. 

2038 Prediction: 81-81 

 

The Madison Wolves had a tremendous offense in 2037, scoring almost 900 runs. Their 

pitching? No so much. They gave up 850. The 87-win Madison Wolves would be expected to 

win 84 games, remarkably similar to Yellow Springs, who is probably perceived as being much 

worse last year. Still, the actual results on the field do matter, and Chris Wilson’s club hit their 

way into the playoffs before losing in the opening round to division rival Omaha. 

 

The good news for Wolves fans is that the offense is back in its entirety. Elroy Hinson signed an 

extension, skipping free agency to enjoy another year with Jon Mick, Mons Raider, and co. I 

think the “and co.” part of that statement is pretty incredible. While Mick and Raider are the best 

known, this lineup is full of stars. Jarod Thealer is a great hitter. Ditto Ross Quicker at third. 

Nataneal Barral is an underrated at first, largely because there are so many other good names 

around him. We’re not even into the outfield yet where Andrew Torres still has room to grow 

and could end up as the best bat on the team. Defensively? Well the Wolves are not so hot with 

their gloves outside of outstanding center fielder Niccolo Machiavelli, but when your team 

relentlessly hits the crap out of the ball, it makes up for that a good deal. 

 

Not surprisingly, where the Wolves may struggle this year is pitching. They weren’t great last 

year and lost a good chuck of their “starters” to free agency. Madison experimented with 

“bullpenning” last season in an attempt to maximize the value of the pitchers they have. They 

will need to do so again as they have exactly one pitcher on their staff that looks like a traditional 

starter. That would be 38 year-old Enrique Gomez. Mario Gonzales is a shell of his former self 

but will likely see some innings. Sean Spits and Maricio Grate are decent enough relievers. The 

rest of the staff consists of a horde of players like Juan Trujillo, Hector Diaz, Rahmat Subadio, 

and Axel Deguisti, all of whom can strike out anyone and don’t walk too many. Normally, that’s 

a recipe for success. This group, though, has a propensity to give up the long ball. Madison’s 

park suppresses home runs well, and the fact that many of these will be solo shots will help. Still, 

it would be interesting to see a plot of Madison’s record versus home runs allowed. 

 

I think the Wolves offense can be every bit as good in 2038, maybe even a tad better. I think 

their pitching may be a few wins worse. There is a lot of chance for variance here, and this team 

could contend for the division, or lose a lot of games six to five.  

 

Prediction: 81-81 
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O M A H A   H A W K S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Justin Niles 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
You will be an inspiration to others. 

2038 Prediction: 76-86 

The 2038 Omaha Hawks may be one of the toughest teams to predict. Why? Well, the 2037 

Hawks outperformed their base runs record by an astonishing 11 wins. They had a negative run 

differential for the season. So we should predict that they will not be very good in 2038, right? 

Especially given that they have very little coming from the farm system, and no money to spend. 

 

Hold your proverbial horses there. Or hawks. Restrain your hawks? (Hood your Hawks!) 

Whatever. Omaha had a ton of injuries to its pitching staff last year, and (once again) lost Jimmy 

Starks Jr. for a large chunk of the season. How much better will they be with all those players 

healthy? Who knows. Omaha is also rumored to be shopping some core players, and Justin Niles 

has never been shy about trying to improve his team mid-season. When you add all these factors 

in, Omaha becomes extremely difficult to project. 

 

On the pitching side they have uncertainty. Edris Mtume, Adam Barnard, and Carson Stoller are 

a solid 1-3, but at this point, you have to assume they will lose essentially an entire season of one 

spot in the rotation between the three of them, and while Manuel Orozco and Stephen Clulow are 

nice back end guys, it gets awfully thin after them. The bullpen also doesn’t have much after 

Jose Canales and David Rivas. This club finished 9th in runs allowed last year, and I don’t see 

much of a reason to expect a ton of improvement. Rivas could have been better. So could 

Clulow. It is worth noting that Omaha is a homer friendly park, so maybe this bunch is closer to 

middle of the road than the bottom, but this is a bottom half pitching staff. 

 

The strength of the Hawks is their offense. Or is it? They finished 9th in runs scored, despite 

being 4th in homers. A brief aside on that. If you have one of the most homer friendly parks in 

the league, and a roster that includes Emilio Morales, Martin Marin, and James Monger, you 

would expect better than a 4th place in homers. The reason Omaha’s offense was so 

underwhelming despite its power was a 9th place OBP. All those homers aren’t as impactful if 

they are solo shots. I’d say the trade for the recently added Alonso Olvere should help, but they 

lost Hank Brewer to get him. They did sign Max Hatcher to play short, but he can’t hit a lick. 

Aubrey Anderson, Sergio Maldonado, and Jesus Rojas are solid players, but they aren’t the OBP 

generators you need in a lineup with power threats like Maldonado and Marin, who aren’t 

exactly OBP machines themselves. And Starks? Well, let’s just hope he can stay on the field. 

 

Omaha has some  nice players, and the makings of a solid team. There’s a reason they won 82, 

88, 98, then 91 games in the last four years. They also have some serious flaws. The don’t get on 

base (and in a homer friendly park that’s a huge disadvantage), they have a thin, injury prone 

starting rotation, and a weak bullpen. If healthy, this team could challenge for its division, but I 

don’t think that will happen. 

 

Prediction: 76-86  
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D E S   M O I N E S   K E R N E L S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Edward Murphy 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
When you feel defensive, examine what you fear. 

2038 Prediction: 63-99 

 

What happens when you have the worst offense in your league and the third worst pitching staff? 

Ask the 2037 Des Moines Kernels. It was ugly. GM Ed Holmes finally moved on from the 

disappointment of the Moreland/Arreola years, and the fact that this was a team in transition 

really showed. The bad news is that Des Moines is still rebuilding. The are a strong candidate to 

be last in their division again in 2038, but they shouldn’t be abysmal this year. The Kernels 

added some nice pieces in free agency to go along with their good young talent. 

 

Rather than provide an in-depth analysis of Des Moines likely inadequacies for 2038, let’s fly 

through the ugly present to get to the exciting future. The starting rotation is two players in 

Ragner Lothbork and Mario Villarreal (after the disappointing injury to FA signing Sergio 

Franco) and will not be good. The bullpen is similarly thin. Jose Castro is young and good and 

will be part of the future. The rest (Miguel Macias, Aaron Campbell) will likely not contribute 

the next time Des Moines competes.  The offense has some young talent, but folks they were 

LAST in 2037 and one year of free agents and development can’t make that group good. 

 

Okay, with that out of the way, let’s look at the positives. Most of them are position players. 

Craig White will likely be adequate this year in center field, but his future is bright. John Hale is 

a very nice young catcher. Alan Williamson could me a mainstay at second for a long time. Long 

Chamberlain III is a solid bet to contribute offensively someday. Recent signings Gerardo 

Guzman and Jorge Rodriguez, as well as last year’s addition Don Draper may still be decent 

contributors in a couple years, which is probably when Des Moines window will open. Even if 

they don’t they’ll give fans a reason to come to the park and keep the Kernels from being 

absolutely terrible. 

 

The negative is that this team doesn’t have much pitching, now or in the future. Bad 

development luck and injuries have played a role, but the Kernels are where they are. They 

absolutely have to find a way to add minimum of three to four big time performers to their staff 

over the next two seasons. Whether that’s drafting a college age starter with advanced 

development, or signing a big-time player in free agency, or trading, it has to happen. Otherwise 

we’ll see another Kernels rebuild fizzle out before it starts. 

 

Prediction: 63-99 

 

 

 

  



Page 44 

PACIFIC 

FRICK 
LEAGUE Pacific 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I don’t think there’s much argument that the top of the Pacific features the strongest, 
most difficult competition in the Frick these days. A Frick Pacific playoff team has not 
lost a series to a team from the Heartland or the Frontier in the time these current 
divisions have existed. The last time a team currently in the Frick Pacific lost to a team 
that is currently in another Frick division was Long Beach being bested by Louisville in 
2034. Havana (now San Fernando) won the Landis that year. 
 
The last few years, San Fernando and California have represented the Frick in the 
Landis, going to seven games against each other in the playoffs each time to decide who 
would eventually get a shot at the title. Long Beach has been more of a wild card during 
this time, but no longer. A brilliant free agency launched them right back into division 
title contention. 
 
These three juggernauts are even constructed in interestingly contrasted styles. San 
Fernando features an offense that may be the best in Brewster history, while retaining 
only one or two truly top pitchers surrounded by solid big leaguers. 
 
California is the exact opposite, rolling out a truly dominant pitching staff, while brining 
an offense consisting of solid regulars with a star here or there. 
 
Long Beach, not to be outdone, brings talent, depth and balance with both hitting and 
pitching, while lacking the ceiling of the other two on either side. 
 
Valencia and Hawaii have long hibernated at the bottom of the standings, but Valencia 
at least is showing signs of stirring, and may throw its hat into the race in upcoming 
seasons. Hawaii has a new GM. Will that be the catalysts to wake a sleepy Tropics 
franchise? 
 
This is a three-team division. Those three teams are probably three of the best four in 
the entire Frick.  Depending on injuries and luck, any one of California, Long Beach, and 
San Fernando could take the division.  
 
  

2038 Projected Standings W L 
San Fernando Bears 96 66 
California Crusaders 95 67 
Long Beach Surfers 94 68 
Valencia Stars 73 89 
Hawaii Tropics 58 104 
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S A N   F E R N A N D O   B E A R S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Randy Weigand 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
Enjoy the small things you find on your journey. 

2038 Prediction: 96-66 

 

I’ll be honest, I’m getting tired of talking about Randy Weigand’s team. I didn’t even write the 

Frick league previews last year, but it feels like the same old story. The have all the bats. Just all 

of them. Some felt Weigand was a bit of a homer selecting the all-star rosters last season. While I 

see those complaints, I can’t really fault any of the picks. This lineup is was that good. It still is. 

It may be better. And in continued boring fashion, their pitching is also the same as last year. 

 

The offense may even be better. Better than a group that scored 1014 runs and hit 365 homers 

last year. The scored 6.3 runs per game. That’s just stupid. While Weigand is known to make 

trades at the drop of a hat, this offense will currently use Cisco Guerrero as a backup/weak half 

platoon player. Let that sink in for a bit. Pedro Garza is no prize but would start on at least half 

the teams in the league. He’s a 4th outfielder here. Yes, maybe some of these guys regress, but in 

Tai hoi Wie, Luis Maldonado, and Jared Gillstrom, the Bears maybe have three players that are 

the best in the league at their positions. William Moreland and Angel Garcia will be bottom of 

the order hitters. This is annoying to talk about. At least Gillstrom will be gone after this year. 

For 2038 though? San Fernando will be setting its sights on scoring records again. Ugh. 

 

On the pitching side Sergei Hopkins looks ready to join a rotation that already features the 

outstanding Feliciano Rafael, the underrated Ernie Kinney, and the unconventionally good Jon 

Reed. The bullpen is just Carlos Delgado. So there’s that at least. Alfredo Perales is a solid fifth 

starter option.  

 

If the Bears stumble this year, it will be the rotation that lets them down. Kinney, Rafael, and 

Hopkins are all coming off of injuries in 2037. There isn’t much pitching depth in this 

organization right now. Don’t count out a trade to address that issue. 

 

I really don’t have much else to say about San Fernando. 

They’re good. The went to their second straight Landis last 

year. California and Long Beach are also good. The Bears get 

the nod for the division, because they won it last year. I have 

no confidence that Long Beach or California won’t pass 

them. It will come down to injuries and luck. 

 

Prediction: 96-66 
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C A L I F O R N I A   C R U S A D E R S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Ted Schmidt 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
Be receptive to new ideas from all fronts. 

2038 Prediction: 95-67 

 

 

2037 saw the California Crusaders win 96 games en route to a second-place finish in the Frick 

Pacific and an eventual loss in seven games to the San Fernando Bears in the Doubleday Series. 

That’s three years in a row with 95+ wins and three in a row involving a seven-game series 

against the Bears. California won the first on its way to winning it all in 2035 but has lost the last 

two. In 2038, will the Crusaders be able to wrest control of the division from the Bears? 

 

Well, the good news is that California will be returning the entire team from 2037. After signing 

once and future Crusaders shortstop Jesus Flores to a six-year deal, the Crusaders looked 

identical on offense to last year’s club. That’s both good and bad. The good news is that the 

Crusaders 10th ranked offense is probably more like league average when you account for park 

effects. The bad news is that they did very little to improve their poor batting average and subpar 

OBP. The Crusaders will need a bounce back season from Esteban Cuervo, who was just 

mediocre in the second half last year. Their previous best position player, Claudio Defazio, 

suffered a horde of ticky-tack injuries last year, and at 29, may be starting to hit his decline 

phase. Raul Hernandez will look to build on a stellar rookie campaign, and Drew Hair should 

continue to be a nice piece. The big news, however, is the addition of Alfredo Martinrz. Martinez 

will be a absolutely awful in the field, but his prodigious home run hitting ability and perhaps 

more importantly, on base ability in the middle of the lineup may be the catalyst this offense 

needs to get back to their 2036 level of performance. 

 

However, should the Crusaders do anything special in 2038, it will be because of pitching. Big 

surprise, right? Miguel Ramos won his first Nebraska and should be a candidate to repeat. Luis 

Gracia is still holding strong at 32. Cisco Morales and Jaime Mercado are as good of a 3rd and 4th 

starter as any team can ever hope to have. If there is any improvement, it will be in Manuel 

Andres, acquired from Brooklyn for prospects. Andres appears to be a significant upgrade over 

Juan Lopes, who struggled mightily at times as the fifth starter. The bullpen remains excellent, 

with Augusto Cardenas expected to challenge for a repeat Egan award as the league’s best 

reliever. The supporting case is deep as well, and as always, the Crusaders should be a well 

above average team. 

 

The Crusaders’ core is aging. Going forward the team will have to find new stars and need some 

real help from a farm system that is the weakest at the top as it has been in a long time. The clock 

is ticking, but they should have enough time left to be a serious contender in 2038. 

 

Prediction: 95-67 

 

  



Page 47 

L O N G   B E A C H   S U R F E R S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Stephen Lane 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
Relish the transitions in your life - they will happen anyway. 

2038 Prediction: 94-68 

 

Dammit Stephen, dealing with San Fernando is hard enough. It was really nice last year when 

your stupid Surfers finished out of the playoffs and were never much more than a wild card 

contender. So what do you do? Go and add 15 wins worth of players in the offseason. Ugh. 

Gross. 

 

I liked this team better when it couldn’t pitch. Now I have to deal with Jimmy Greenwood, who 

returns to the team he started his career with. Also, Cris Rios, who is pretty underrated. Pierre 

Legrand has rounded into a nice starter. Luis Oliva and Julio Velasco aren’t incredible, but they 

will throw effective innings. What was a weakness for the Surfers in 2037 is now a strength. 

Still, this group isn’t at the same level as any of the other top teams in the Frick, but starters 

really are only a small part of the story in Long Beach. There isn’t a team that leverages its 

bullpen harder than the Surfers. I’m not going to list all your relievers Stephen. There are too 

many and I don’t care. A bunch of splits and some solid-ish guys. That’s what it is. This 

shouldn’t work so well … well, actually it should. The rest of us are just clinging to the past. 

 

And you improved your offense. Screw you. I could kind of squint at 

mine and think it was close to yours last year. You know, solidly behind 

San Fernando, but who isn’t? But not now. Nope. Damn you. Mark 

Simpson and Carlos Gonzales are great in the middle of the order. Sloan 

Daniel is good too, even if he is a DH now. Brett Compton is a good fit. 

Oh, and that Hotha Popo late FA snag is really nice. This is now a top 

third offense. Again, not of the caliber of San Fernando or Edmonton, 

but very good and deep. 

 

Fuck Michael Best. 

 

The Frick Pacific is now a three-team race. I had Long Beach as the 

second best in the division behind San Fernando, so I signed Alfredo 

Martinez. Take that, jackass! As mentioned in the San Fernando 

preview, these teams are now so close that injuries will decide the 

division. 

 

Prediction: 94-68 
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V A L E N C I A   S T A R S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Lee Honigsfeld 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
An unexpected acquaintance will resurface. 

2038 Prediction: 73-89 

 

 

What exactly is Valencia? In 2037 they were a 97 loss team. For year now though, various 

pundits have said the Stars are about ready to move forward. They seem to have young, talented 

players, but have had too many holes to capitalize on them. The Stars were more aggressive in 

free agency this past offseason, but was it enough to make this team respectable?  

 

Valencia allowed 949 runs last year. That can’t happen again if they want to get out of the cellar. 

When you look at the Stars rotation, you see a lot of arms that look like they could be good. Zhi-

xin Chen, Gerald Keynes, Grellan Profit, and Luis Salinas all LOOK like they should be decent 

enough starters. None of them have been. Not one. This isn’t just bad ERA compared to FIP. The 

good FIPs in this group have been just south of five. It seems like they are underperforming, but 

there are trends. Every one of those pitchers struggles with lefty power. When you add in that the 

park is super friendly to right handed power hitters, it’s easy to see why the Stars allowed 257 

home runs last year. New addition Lee McHone may help with that, but he hasn’t exactly been a 

reliable starter throughout his career. The bullpen, outside of the recently added Rafeal Morales 

and superstar Luis Ortega, is also homer prone.  

 

2038 I think will have to be a decision year for GM Lee Honigsfeld. IF this pitching staff can’t 

get it done, it’s time to give up on some, or all of them. My explanations above aside, these guys 

should have been better. At some point, you have to cut bait. 

 

Given the pitching woes, the best option may be to go Madison Wolves style and just out hit 

everyone. The Stars really don’t have the park for it, but that’s easy enough to fix. This offense is 

starting to look legitimate frightening. Frank Mahaffey might be of the best bats in the league. 

Wilton Rivera is tremendous. Ditto Angel Zalapa at short. Mike Ellis is a perfect first base 

signing for this team, who can afford to give up power at the position. Ramon Pagan looks like a 

future outfield star. Curt Love is a poor defender, but the left can hit. Suzuki is no slouch at the 

hot corner.  

 

The downside is that there is some position redundancy that is forcing the Stars to play bad 

defenders. That doesn’t help and already weak pitching staff. Again though, Madison has proven 

this can work. 

 

I want to predict a big step forward for the Stars, but I have no confidence in this pitching staff. 

Still, there has to be too much offensive talent here for this team to push 100 losses again. 

 

Prediction: 73-89 
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H A W A I I   T R O P I C S 
GENERAL MANAGER: Michael Branda 

 

Internet Fortune Cookie 
Tell them what you really think. Otherwise, nothing will change. 

2038 Prediction: 58-104 

 

 

The 2037 season will go down as the last season under the tenure of long time GM Mike B. 2038 

will be the first with new to the Brewster GM Mike B. at the helm. I wonder if any of their fans 

noticed? Bieschke versus Branda. Hawaii didn’t contend again in 2037, as a rebuild that 

seemingly has been going on for a decade plodded on. There was some thought the Tropics 

might step forward finally, but early season pitching injuries derailed that train. Instead, Hawaii 

hit the 100 loss mark for the second straight season and the third time in four tried. In 2035 the 

lost 99 games. 

 

The new GM, Mr. Branda, didn’t seem satisfied with the prospect stable that would have formed 

the Tropics core moving forward, and doubled down on the rebuild process trading players like 

Charlie Iron-Knife and Lee Morgan for even younger prospects. The rotation still has a couple 

player who actually belong in the big leagues in Stephen Taub, the team’s lone all start from 

2037, and Luis Torres. Some day, Zak Johnson will join this group, but today is not that day. 

 

The bullpen is bad. Really bad. Like why bother to get a lead bad. 

 

The offense is a bit better. Manuel Aguilar Jr. is terrific. Gerbrand de Best is probably good 

player who just pooped the bed last year. Benton Allen and Mike Campbell have nice futures are 

corner outfielders. Dave Talent and Ernesto Alfiche are nice enough players. Still, these guys are 

raw, and probably lack a bat or two when looked as a group. They’re a tad right handed and will 

struggle against top righty starters. This will be a bottom third offense this year, but there’s a 

future here if Branda can find some balance in the coming years. 

 

This is probably another 100 loss team. The pitching staff is just bad, and the offense isn’t even 

close to good enough to overcome the nightly deficits they’ll be facing. I doubt much of this 

comes as a surprise to anyone, but it would be nice to see Hawaii compete some day.  

 

The beginnings of the parts are there. But then again, I feel like we’ve all been saying that for 

years. 

 

Prediction: 58-104 
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Enter, The 

UMEBA 
At 65 years old, you’d think the BBA was getting stodgy, right? But a set of wild baseball politics 

and an opportunistic league leadership let 2037 see the first baseball played in the United 

Middle East Baseball Association. Mirroring the old European Baseball Association, one 

suspects players there will wind up being a collection of younger players, BBA cast-offs, and 

aging starts who don’t want to hang them up. But time will tell. As always, time will tell. Let’s 

take a quick peak around the league, shall we? 

 

In what some would say is characteristic chaos for the region, the United Middle 

East Baseball Association launched amid a flurry of activity early in 2037. The 

league was a big hit among followers, though some fans were more enamored of 

the opportunity to have a fun place to go than they were knowledgeable about the 

game itself. “That’s part of the plan,” said BBA commissioner Matt Rectenwald, 

when asked about that reception. “We know our game has to grow, so part of the 

fun is introducing our organization across the world.” 

 

The brand of ball played in the UMEBA was a bi wild and a bit ragged. Hitting 

was down, pitching the rule of thumb. GMs moved into and out of chair like they 

were turnstiles. There were monsoon outs, and games played in rickety semi-

permanent facilities. Ex-BBA player Dave Molina led the league with 20 homers 

in 79 games for Beruit, while Jerusalem’s Ramon Suarez notched 10 victories. 

There was much cheering, and in the end the Manama Pearls hoisted the first every 

UMEBA trophy. 

 

The league then got serious, nailing down lots of specific rules and preparing for a 

full season in 2038. This is a business, after all. Free-for-all fun can only go so far 

before the money has to get corralled. 

 

So, yeah, wild. Wooly and barnstormery. Can’t wait to see what happens next. 
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Manama Pearls GM: Mike Wilkerson 

 
The Pearls, which were earlier named the much more fun “Na” (you’re welcome, he 

said about the earworm), ran up a league-best 48 wins last year on its way to winning 

the first ever UMEBA championship. One would naturally expect this give them the leg up next 

year. That said, the fact is that no one has seen Mike Wilkerson for, well, awhile, and therefore 

one has to wonder if the Pearls might see a down-tick in 2038. Which, admittedly, would be a 

shame. Despite the fact that I loved the “Na,” I admit that new Pearls logo is a lovely thing. 

 

Cairo Chariot Archers GM: Scott Piccoli 

 
After completing what can only be described as a successful first season, the Cairo 

ball club spent the off-season focusing on infrastructure and community outreach, building and 

launching a state-of-the art ballpark, and making promises to cohabitate with local cricket 

players. Given the dearth of hitting in the league at present, one wonders if the idea might be to 

cross-train those cricket stars to try their hand at baseball. Regardless, Cairo—one of the largest 

cities on the African continent, is a major international port, and it’s clear the BBA would like to 

be able to use it as a tourist destination. 

 

Baghdad Kings GM: Mike Bieschki 

 
When Beruit ownership looked around for a possible GM, it didn’t take them long to 

focus on BBA GM Mike Bieschki, who was at that time in Hawaii. Bieschki is a 

Landis winner, and a guy used to managing teams across large bodies of water from the central 

action. Just what the doctor ordered. Arriving in mid-season, there was only so much magic the 

new guy could do, but he managed to bring the ship in at about .500, not bad. Expectations are 

higher now, though. We’ll see if the Hawaiian import can handle the Iraqi heat. 

 

Istanbul Bosphorus GM: Alan Ehlers 

 
After a 28-win season, there’s nowhere to go but up. At present, though, the question 

on everyone’s mind has to be “what the hell is a Bosphorus? The answer is: well, The Bosphorus 

is another name for the Strait of Istanbul, which per Wiki is “a narrow, natural strait and an 

internationally significant waterway located in northwestern Turkey. It forms part of the 

continental boundary between Europe and Asia, and separates Asian Turkey from European 

Turkey. The world's narrowest strait used for international navigation, the Bosporus connects 

the Black Sea with the Sea of Marmara, and, by extension via the Dardanelles, the Aegean and 

Mediterranean seas.” 

 

Now you know. 
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Bucharest Balauri 

GM: Zach Cohen 

 
The Romanian Dragons (that’s essentially what a Balauri is, right?) posted a .281 batting 

average, which led the UMEBA by a wide margin, and was enough to take the Bancroft. Was 

that dominance real? Or was it a remnant of the wild nature of a start-up league? Is Romania 

really in the Middle East? One suspects that a year’s work from some of the other GMs will tell 

the tale. The rowing will get harder. That said, I admit I love the team’s logo, which is both 

understated and luxuriously ostentatious at the same time. 

 

Mumbai Metro Stars 

GM: Joseph Gonzalez 

 
Being technically in south Asia, one wonders what kind of kickbacks were associated with 

Mumbai being awarded a franchise in a “Middle East” Baseball association, but, really, is it my 

place to cast the first stone? (Ultimate UMEBA question: Is the Bancroft Division really a foray 

into further expansion?) All we can say for sure is that GM Gonzalez has been ghosting his front 

office meetings for some time, and that generally doesn’t bode well for the team’s performance 

in 2038. On the other hand, at 28-51, how much worse can it get? 

 

Beruit Cedars 

GM: Fred Holmes 
 

Like Manama, the Beruit franchise has quickly rebranded themselves from the Green Knights, 

which I admit I kind of like, but worry a little about to the Cedars, which I’m not sure I like, but 

what does that matter? The logo is pretty, that much we can all probably agree on. Green Knights 

or not, the Cedars had a pretty solid first pass, and can be expected to be just as good entering the 

second season—though, again, it won’t surprise if the competition requires more of a step than 

some anticipate. 

 

Jersulem Hebrew Hammers 

GM: Brett Schroeder 

 
Longtime BBA GM Brett Schroeder returned to the fold last year, and immediately too to 

making over the Hebrew Hammers under his own image. The Hammers, contrary to their 

moniker, posted a Division best 3.90 ERA, and were second in runs scored. Unfortunately, the 

42 wins wasn’t good enough in a highly competitive Bancroft. Schroeder has been busy, though, 

and office workers say his voice has been cackling with glee as the season comes to a head.  
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Forget VODAK, It's TELIQUA Time! 
 

A few years back, one of the more notorious events in BBA history unfolded off the field, nearly 

taking down one of the league’s budding stars. Now league commish and Las Vegas GM Matt 

Rectenwald is breaking new information about a second attempt. If nothing else, maybe the 

AFBI crew will jump on board. Fingers crossed, eh? 

 

 

The Brewster is home to both baseball players and businessmen. The 

biggest splash by a startup business was, of course, Timofei Bakitski's 

venture into the distillery business in his ultimately ill-fated VODAK 

brand vodka. The demise of Bakitski's brand hasn't stopped another 

pitcher from entering the crowded spirits market, though.  

 

Pancho German is a 22 year old right-handed pitcher for the Boise Spuds. 

He hails from Cocorit, Mexico in a region noted for its blue agave plants 

that produce outstanding tequila, mezcal and bacanora. In Boise, Idaho potatoes are the bumper 

crop and the Spuds nickname is an homage to that. German, whose family has been making their 

own spirits for generations, got to thinking.  

 

"Blue agave is necessito to make tequila, my man," 

German explained. "I no have any here, so I start playing 

with dried spuds, you know? It tastes just like tequila but 

cannot be called tequila because no have blue agave, see? 

So I call it TELIQUA." 

 

Not only is German one of the brightest young stars for 

Boise, he's now one of the stars on Boise's spirits scene. 

TELIQUA is jumping off the shelves in Boise and 

national companies have taken notice. "Now everyone 

wants to buy TELIQUA from me but I don't trust big 

companies after what happened with VODAK," said 

German. "You want TELIQUA you come to Boise, ése!" 

 

We reached Spuds executive Dug Riddler for comment 

on TELIQUA, and what he said was, as always, 

entertaining. "Finally, a reason to be in Boise! I've been 

buzzing off TELIQUA since Pancho gave me the first 

bottle and I never want to stop," shouted a clearly intoxicated Riddler. "The best part is I'm too 

wasted to pay attention to our crap baseball team!" 

 

If the on-field product of the 2038 Boise Spuds isn't good (which it won't be), at least the good 

people of Idaho can dull their senses on TELIQUA. Drivers around the Boise metroplex see the 

billboards daily, which read: 

 

Come out and Get Weird with TELIQUA!!! 

(and by the way there's Boise Spuds baseball, too)  

1. Who can forget VODAKGate? 



Page 54 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Every June the BBA sits down as a whole and agrees to apportion out where various high school 

and college kids are going to start their careers. It’s a time of great fanfare, no little discussion, 

and much prognostication. There’s risk to assess, development to project? Which of these guys 

will have stuck changeups and who’s going to be the next Frank Thomas, III? Of course, folks 

want to talk about deep picks and useful players. But, really, the fans just want to know about the 

top guys, right? Fans are fans, after all.  

 

The past two years have seen Twin Cities GM Scott Piccoli move the clock back five years to 

look at 2031 and 2032. Since we’ve got nuthin’ but bright folks, you can probably guess what’s 

happening here. 

 

 

  



Page 55 

 

THE 20/20 HINDSIGHT 5 YEAR DRAFT REVIEW 
2033 

 

1st OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 1st Pick) 

 
Edmonton Jackrabbits 

 
CF William Wood 

AGE 24 
 

RATING POTENTIALS 
(2033) 

ACT/POT 
(CURRENT) 

POT     
+/- 

CONTACT 7 7/7 0 

POWER 9 9/9 0 

EYE 6 6/6 0 

RATING 80 75/75 -5 

 
 
CURRENT TEAM – Edmonton Jackrabbits (BBA) 
CAREER BBA Totals – 151 Games, .263 BA / .825 OPS / 55 HRs / 6.7 WAR (Current 2033 Rank – 9th) 
 
William Wood really came into his own in 2037.  He was a solid contributor to Edmonton’s deep playoff 
run and is just over-all, an extremely well rounded Centerfielder.  He’s a bit overshadowed in the 2033 
draft class due to some amazing infielders, but he’s the top Centerfielder from 2033 so far…  And his 
future is as bright as the Jackrabbit’s right now.  
 
Analysis – Currently ranked as the #1 Centerfielder in the BBA… Even with the other stellar draft picks 
from 2033, he could likely still be picked #1 again, a Top #5 would be a lock.        
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2nd OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 2nd Pick) 

 
Twin Cities River Monsters 

 
2B James Monger 

AGE 24 
 

RATING POTENTIALS 
(2033) 

ACT/POT 
(CURRENT) 

POT     
+/- 

CONTACT 8 8/8 0 

POWER 8 7/7 -1 

EYE 5 5/5 0 

RATING 75 70 -5 

 
CURRENT TEAM – Omaha Hawks (BBA) 
CAREER BBA Totals – 558 Games, .299 BA, .878 OPS, 111HR’s, 18.1 WAR (2033 Rank – 1st) 
 
James Monger is almost running away with the current 2033 Career WAR, mainly because… #1 He got 
an early jump in his BBA career and already has 3+ Seasons since being drafted.  But #2 – Monger had an 
incredible 2036 year (7.0 WAR).  Regardless, Monger has been extremely strong in his three full seasons.  
Will he be considered the best player in 2033 draft?... Hard to say.  There’s a couple of contenders who 
are just getting started who might overtake him.  Either way, James Monger is a fantastic player and 
Omaha has to be ecstatic with how he turned out.   
 
Analysis –  Despite a solid 2037 season, James missed out on his 2nd consecutive Silver Bat (2B) due to 
the ageless Jared Gilstrom having to play 2nd base due to his fading fielding range.  Monger should be 
fixture at 2B for Omaha for the foreseeable future.  
 
 
 

3rd OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 3rd Pick) 
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Nashville Goats 

 
CF Grant Lee 

AGE 21 
 

RATING POTENTIALS 
(2033) 

ACT/POT 
(CURRENT) 

POT     
+/- 

CONTACT 8 6/7 -1 

POWER 9 7/7 -2 

EYE 6 5/5 -1 

RATING 80 60/65 -15 

 
CURRENT TEAM – San Fernando Bears (BBA) 
CAREER BBA Totals – 243 Games, .258 BA, .757 OPS, 57 HR’s, 4.6 WAR (2033 Rank 11th) 
 
While Grant Lee might not quite be the player he was projected to be when he was drafted, with his 
glove and solid batting, he’ll be a nice centerfielder for a while.   
 
Analysis – Grant Lee had a break out season in 2027 with 33 homers and a 4.0 WAR.  It’ll be interesting 
to see if this will be a career peak season or the norm for Lee.   Won’t be superstar that he was drafted 
3rd Over-all, but a solid BBA Centerfielder.  
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4th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 4th Pick) 

 
Rockville Pikemen 

 
SS Chip Puckett 

AGE 21 
 

RATING POTENTIALS 
(2033) 

ACT/POT 
(CURRENT) 

POT     
+/- 

CONTACT 9 8/9 0 

POWER 3 3/3 0 

EYE 7 6/7 0 

RATING 75 70/75 0 

 
CURRENT TEAM – Rockville Pikemen (BBA) 
CAREER BBA Totals – 433 Games, .319 BA, .809 OPS, 18 HR’s, 13.7 WAR (2033-3rd) 
 
With Angel Zalapa still on the board, some might wonder how Rockville chose Chip Puckett. if you look 
closely though, the only attribute Angel has over Chip is bat power.  Otherwise, Chip appears to be the 
more well rounded player.   
 
Analysis –  What Chip lacks in batter power, he makes up for in his baserunning speed and Diamond 
Quality Glove.   With his ability to get on base and steal bags, Chip is an ideal lead off hitter for the big 
bats in the Pikemen line up.   Given how fickle the Baseball Gods can be with high draft picks, when 
you’re splitting hairs over who might be the best pick in a draft from 5 years ago, a GM cannot help but 
happy with his guy.  
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5th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 5th Pick) 

 
Valencia Stars 

 
SS Angel Zalapa 

AGE 22 
 

RATING POTENTIALS 
(2033) 

ACT/POT 
(CURRENT) 

POT     
+/- 

CONTACT 9 8/9 0 

POWER 9 8/9 0 

EYE 6 6/6 0 

RATING 75 60/80 +5 

 
CURRENT TEAM – Valencia Stars (BBA) 
CAREER BBA Totals – 278 Games, .273 BA, .848 OPS, 64 HR’s, 9.2 WAR  
 
Even with a draft this deep, Angel Zalapa might end up being the best player in the draft, though it’s 
definitely close.  That’s how deep the 2033 draft was with middle infielders.  After missing 1 ½ months of 
the 2037 season, Angel still put up 5.0 WAR in 2037 and won the Frick League Gold Bat at SS. 
 
Analysis – While SS Pucket might be a better fielder and base runner and Monger has had a better start, 
Angel Zalapa appears to have the edge over both of them and was even ranked the #1 Prospect in the 
BBA.  He still has some room to grow and appears to have firmly grabbed the mantel as the best 
shortstop in the Frick League from Mark Wareham.    Will he have the lasting power to go on a run of 
being the best short stop in the BBA 5 years in a row like Wareham remains to be seen.  
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6th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 6th Pick) 

  
Phoenix Talons 

 
RF Thad Meyer 

AGE 26 
 

RATING POTENTIALS 
(2032) 

ACT/POTS 
(CURRENT) 

POT     
+/- 

CONTACT 8 8/8 0 

POWER 7 6/6 -1 

EYE 5 4/4 -1 

RATING 75 65/65 -10 

 
 
CURRENT TEAM – Phoenix Talons 
CAREER BBA Totals – 603 Games, .283 BA, .822 OPS, 16.0 WAR (2033 Rank – 2nd) 
 
Thad almost has the defensive ability to be a full time Centerfielder, which combined with his batting 
ability would make him a monster player.  As it is, he’s a Gold Glove Right Fielder that puts him in the 
top 5 of RF in the BBA. 
 
Analysis – Being drafted out of College in 2033, Thad was able to step right in the following season in 
2034 to make an impact for the Talons.  He’s been a consistent 4.0-5.0 WAR player over the last three 
seasons.  The only downside will be that Thad is already 26 and will become a Free Agent at the end of 
the 2038 season.  And if Jayden Harsnett commanded $17+ million a couple of seasons ago…  
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7th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 7th Pick) 

 
Hawaii Tropics 

 
LF Benton Allen 

AGE 25 
 

RATING POTENTIALS 
(2033) 

ACT/POT 
(CURRENT) 

POT     
+/- 

CONTACT 8 8/8 0 

POWER 8 7/7 -1 

EYE 4 4/4 0 

RATING 55 55/55 0 

 
CURRENT TEAM – Hawaii Tropics (BBA) 
CAREER BBA Totals – 317 Games, .274 BA, .809 OPS, 50 HRs, 2.8 Career WAR (2033 Draft Rank – 16th) 
 
Projected to be Solid Hitting Left Fielder with slightly above average fielder, Benton Allen at least 
continues the 2033 streak of picks not busting out.   
 
Analysis – Compared to some of the studs on list so far, Benton may seem to be a disappointment, but 
he’s been a solid contributor for the Tropics in his first two seasons, hitting .280 with 47 homers.   He’s 
the type of player who shouldn’t break the band and can be a fixture for a team for a long time.  
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8th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 8th Pick) 

 
San Fernando Bears 

 
3B Juan Mendoza 

AGE 21 
 

RATING POTENTIALS 
(2032) 

ACT/POT 
(CURRENT) 

POT     
+/- 

CONTACT 8 8/8 0 

POWER 7 6/7 0 

EYE 7 6/6 -1 

RATING 75 65/65 -10 

 
CURRENT TEAM – San Fernando Bears (BBA) 
CAREER BBA Totals – 371 Games, .314 BA, .890 OPS, 62 HR’s, 11.4 Career WAR (2033 Rank – 5th) 
 
After giving New Orleans the Heisman in the 2032 draft, San Fernando drafted Juan Mendoza as a nice 
fielding Third Basemen with a solid bat.   
 
Analysis – Remove an injury shortened 2036 Season, Mendoza has had two 5 WAR seasons already.   
The fact he was shut out of the 2037 All-Star game and 3B Gold Bat is a testament to the depth of the 
Third Base position in the Frick League.  But he has the tools to be an elite Third basemen for several 
years.  
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9th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 9th Pick) 

 
Des Moines Kernals 

 
P Justin Archer 

AGE 22 
 

RATING POTENTIALS 
(2032) 

POTENTIALS 
(CURRENT) 

POT     
+/- 

STUFF 12 7/12 0 

MOVEMENT 9 9/9 0 

CONTROL 5 4/4 -1 

RATING 75 45/80 +5 

 
CURRENT TEAM – Carolina Flight (Huntsville – AAA Traded 2037) 
CAREER BBA Totals – NONE 
 
Projected to be a filthy reliever, able to induce groundballs, Justin had the honor of being the first 
Pitcher selected in the 2033 Draft.  
 
Analysis – Unfortunately for Justin, he’s also the first player selected in 2033 that hasn’t seen BBA action 
yet. However, it’s far too early to give up on Justin yet.  He’s got some of the best movement in the 
game and if he can get his slider to fully develop, he could dominate the later innings.  
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10th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 10th Pick) 

 
Phoenix Talons 

 
3B Joey Newhouse 

AGE 22 
 

RATING POTENTIALS 
(2032) 

POTENTIALS 
(CURRENT) 

POT     
+/- 

CONTACT 8 8/8 0 

POWER 7 6/6 -1 

EYE 7 6/6 0 

RATING 70 60/60 -10 

 
CURRENT TEAM – Twin Cities (BBA) 
235 Games, .288 BA, .838 OPS, 31 HR’s, 4.4 Career WAR (2033 Rank – 15th)  
 
Joey was projected as a versatile player who can player either Corner Outfield or Corner Infield.  He’s a 
guy who can hit for power and average and is a terror on the basepaths.  
 
Analysis – With Twin Cities’ Injuries in 2037, Joey Newhouse showed his strength by playing multiple 
positions.  While he doesn’t hit a lot of homers, he hits tons of doubles and sole 60+ bases.  He’s the 
type of player any team would be glad to have…    
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WORTH REVIEWING 
 

17th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 17th Pick) 

  
Vancouver Mounties 

 
3B Rashardo Menne III 

AGE 21 
 

RATING POTENTIALS 
(2032) 

ACT/POTS 
(CURRENT) 

POT     
+/- 

CONTACT 8 9/9 +1 

POWER 5 5/5 0 

EYE 7 8/8 +1 

RATING 75 70/70 -5 

 
CURRENT TEAM – Vancouver (BBA) 
CAREER BBA Totals – 379 Games, .300 BA, .846 OPS, 25 HR’s, 11.7 Career WAR (2033 Draft Rank – 4th) 
 
Average Fielding Third basemen with a high contact bat and excellent eye and difficult to strike out.  
With his base running speed, he’s a put in a play and run the ball out kind of player.  
 
Analysis – Vancouver wasted no time in getting Menne playing, with him seeing action as an 18 year old.  
Rashardo has rewarded the Mounties faith in him with seasons of 3.8, 3.1 & 4.7 WAR.  For a guy with his 
speed and GAP power, he doesn’t get as many extra base hits as he should (2B’s & 3B’s) and he’s yet to 
come into his as a base stealer.  He’s also prone to nagging injuries.  However, his injuries have kept him 
from being a free agent after this season even he played some BBA ball as a 18 year old.  That all said, 
there’s a lot to like in Menne and his future in the BBA. 
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WORTH REVIEWING 
 

159th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 5 – 22nd Pick) 

 
Madison Wolves  

  
SS Dashiell Faireborn 

AGE 21 
 

RATING POTENTIALS 
(2033) 

ACT/POTS 
(CURRENT) 

POT     
+/- 

CONTACT 5 5/5 0 

POWER 2 2/2 0 

EYE 5 8/8 +3 

RATING 25 55/55 +30 

 
CURRENT TEAM – Mexico City Aztecs (BBA – Traded 2035) 
CAREER BBA Totals – 321 Games, .257 BA, .715 OPS, 4 HR’s, 6.8 Career WAR (2033 Rank – 8th) 
 
Projected as an Elite Fielding Shortstop but unable to hit in the BBA 
 
Analysis – While Dashiell still lacks any power, he has enough tools to earn himself a spot in the BBA.  
Not much is expected from a 5th Round draft pick, but Faireborn was able to accumulate 4.1 WAR in 
2037 by getting on base, staying healthy and his glove.  It’s possible that 2037 will a peak season for 
Faireborn, but it had to be a nice surprise for Mexico City.   
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An ARGUMENT 
for Higher Ticket Prices… 

 

The business agreement between the BBA 

Commissioner’s office and StatsPlus, Inc. has allowed a 

bit more view into how ticket prices and fan bases 

influence financial results. Let’s follow Omaha GM 

Justin Niles as he takes us on one of those tours. 

 

 

Last season Valencia allowed onlookers to watch their BBA team play games at 

their home park for $10.80 and Des Moines was not far behind at $11.17. On the 

other side of the spectrum, Seattle charged nearly $27.00 for a single home game, 

almost $5 more than the next highest. This season it appears the gap is going to 

widen even further. Seattle released ticket prices of $28.00 even and Des Moines & 

Valencia are less than $9 to walk through the gate. 

 

Is there a right or wrong?  

 

Let’s dive in to see. 

 

To evaluate this, we are going to look at two teams with nearly identical fan 

interest levels, but who are selling ticket prices on opposite ends of the spectrum. 

Our team teams that we review are Valencia & Vancouver. 

 

Should Vancouver lower their prices or Valencia raise theirs? 

 

Valencia welcomed 1,819.962 fans to their 

home in 2037, generating just under 

$20,000,000 in ticket sales. Vancouver on 

the other hand welcomed 1,631,491 fans, 

generating just over $32,000,000 in ticket 

revenue.  

 

When breaking it down, Valencia welcomed 188,471 more fans to watch their 

home games, but came away with nearly $13,000,000 less in revenue. Neither 

team had any playoff revenue and media revenue was the same.  

 

We enter 2038, and guess whose budget is higher? 
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Valencia has a budget of $84,000,000 and Vancouver has a budget of $97,000,000. 

So at a bird’s eye view it appears that putting ticket prices completely in the cellar 

is not going to make up for driving in flocks of individuals.  

 

So where do we go from here? 

 

I think it’s worth noting that according to records, Vancouver actually charged 

$21.23 for ticket prices in 2036 when fan interest was the same as 2037. In 2036, 

they had 1,320,633 fans attend games. This means they did have an increase of 

310,858 fans in 2037 compared to 2036 by lowering their ticket prices by $1.47 

year over year.  

 

For revenue sake, they generated $28,036,858 in 2036 off ticket sales, so by 

lowering their prices they were able to generate an additional $4,000,000 in 2037. 

 

This leads to another question: how much lower should they take it? 

 

There has to be a middle ground where the Des Moines & Valencia’s of the world 

meet the Vancouvers and maximum their revenue opportunities. I don’t think 

anybody knows what that exact number is, but doing the math, If I was sitting in 

the GM shoes, I would charge $15.50 and move on to next season. That could be a 

math number, or it could be a number pulled out of my caboose.  

 

Regardless, I know I wouldn’t be charging less than a bill with Alexander 

Hamilton on it to watch a BBA Game.  
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Four Legends Gain Election 
 
 
The 2038 Hall of Fame voting cycle has come to a close, and we have a year with highly 
anticipated candidates as well as a year that gained 100% of voting participation from all 
of the Brewster Baseball Association General Managers. 
 
Twenty players were eligible for the active ballot, and two more were added by the 
veterans’ committee. Of these, four legends were named on 75% or more of the ballots 
received—the level required for election to the hallowed halls of the BBA Hall of Fame. 
Actually, the decision was made with resounding consensus, as all four inductees were 
listed on over 90% of ballots. 
 
The Inductees include: 
 

 
Sandcastle was a unanimous selection 
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Escobar was listed on 97% of ballots 

 

 
Clough was listed on 97% of ballots 
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Moreno was listed on 90% of ballots 

 
The league congratulates these outstanding players! 
 
Per Hall of Fame rules, four players (Paul Scholes, Tony Franco, Juan Castillo, and 
Antonio Correa) did not receive 10% or more of votes and will be removed from 
consideration in future ballots.  
 
Attached find the final voting scorecard: 
  



Page 72 

 

2038 HOF Voting Votes Pct 

Leon Sandcastle 30 100.00% 

Juan Escobar 29 96.67% 

Brian Clough 29 96.67% 

Fernando Moreno  27 90.00% 

Lionel Sanguinacco 17 56.67% 

Mike Love  14 46.67% 

Eduardo Lopez 13 43.33% 

Diego Moreno  12 40.00% 

Luke Zalusky 10 33.33% 

Juan Jose Ornelas  9 30.00% 

Maxwell Weiss, Jr.  9 30.00% 

Martin Felix  8 26.67% 

Kal "Man of Steel" El  6 20.00% 

Juan Pablo 6 20.00% 

Boone Carlyle  5 16.67% 

Rafael Bido  5 16.67% 

Luis Tiant IV  5 16.67% 

Paul Scholes  2 6.67% 

Tony Franco  2 6.67% 

Esteban Contreras  2 6.67% 

Juan Castillo  1 3.33% 

Antonio Correa 0 0.00% 

 
 
 

  

http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_17999.html
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http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_21605.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_11552.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_11552.html
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http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_19352.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_19352.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_11995.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_11995.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_13720.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_13720.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_14196.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_14196.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_18202.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_18202.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_15660.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_15660.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_22119.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_22119.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_14232.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_14232.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_17541.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_17541.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_20229.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_20229.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_18422.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_18422.html
http://montybrewster.net/BBA/HTML/news/html/players/player_17258.html
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2037-2038 Free Agency: 

The BBA Goes to Crowd Sourcing 
 

This off-season, California GM Ted Schmidt underwent an extensive study of OOTP Free 

Agency, BBA style. You’ve been following the details on the forum, but here for the first time is 

an overview in all its tabulated glory. 

 

 

At the end of last season, many of the Brewster GMs submitted their predictions of what a good 

portion of the free agent class would sign for. Now that the season is upon us, we can look back 

and see how we did. 

 

The following table has a list of the average prediction, followed by the actual contract signed. 

As a bonus, we can see how right (or wrong) Randy Weigand and Ted Schmidt were in gauging 

the prognostic efforts of our GMs. 

 

The table (shown on the next page) works as follows. The values on the left are predicted values. 

The ones on the right are what actually happened. Green is a number higher than expected, red 

lower than expected. This wasn’t done in an exact fashion. You’ll see immediately that Mauro 

Flores was predicted for 4.667 years, and got 5. The number is black, not green. In my mind, 

4.667 is close enough to 5. We’re trying to use color to show big variance, not minor ones. The 

darker the green or red, the farther from the prediction it is. Randy and Ted’s over under 

predictions were made for AAV, but I decided on a whim to make them for a combo of AAV 

and total value. Get both right, you get a green. Both wrong, you get a red. In hindsight, we 

should have taken over-under on total value. 

  

Some trends immediately stand out. 

 

• One, top end starting pitching went for more money than we expected. It also went for longer 

deals and lower AAV. 

• Also, these pitchers in general signed much earlier than position players, which makes sense 

given their relative rarity.  

• Batters that went early actually went for less than predicted quite often, in contrast to pitching. 

Again, as pitching good pitching is a priority for most teams, this is unsurprising.  

• Second, there are a significant number of players who signed longer deals than predicted. The 

idea that these predictions were on the short side was a recurring theme on the podcast in 

which they were discussed, and that point was proven valid. 
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• There was also a trend that players who got significantly longer deals than expected also got 

lower AAV’s, but more money overall. This is why short deals just aren’t competitive offers. 

• Lastly, Randy and I did pretty well. 

 

The changing of the scoring wasn’t entirely on a whim. The years offered were so different from 

expected that it altered the AAV, so I tried to capture the feel of what Randy any I predicted with 

a two-variable format. That turned this from a typical over/under scenario, to one where most 

results are “push”. So now we get to see where we truly knew the prediction was wrong, or were 

truly wrong ourselves. Randy beat the pooled prognosticators 10 times and lost three. I also best 

the prediction ten times, but was wrong four times. 
 

Player 
P_avg 

yrs 
P_avg 
AAV 

P_avg 
total  Act Yrs 

Act 
AAV 

Act 
Total Randy Ted 

Starting Pitchers:          

Mauro Flores 4.667 20.333 94.889  5 25.72 128.6 over over 

Jimmy Greenwood 4.500 16.383 73.725  6 13.333 80 over over 

Enrique Gomez 2.167 12.417 26.903  3 12.5 37.5 under over 

Cris Rios 4.833 11.750 56.792  6 14 84 over over 

Andre Georges 3.333 9.833 32.778  4 6.5 26 under over 

Pepe Castillo 2.600 6.100 13.000  1 1.5 1.5 under under 

Relief Pitchers:          

Luis Ortega 3.667 11.417 41.861  6 8.25 49.5 over over 

Timofei Bakitski 3.167 9.167 29.028  4 9 36 over over 

Hiroyuki Rin 3.000 8.958 26.875  6 8 48 under over 

Miguel Macias 2.000 7.250 14.500  2 3.35 6.7 under under 

Catchers:          

Hotha Popo 4.167 9.055 37.729  1 8 8 over over 

Sean Smith 2.667 4.943 13.747  3 3 9 over over 

Infielders:          

Gabriel Talamate 3.167 7.555 23.924  6 6 36 over over 

Jesus Flores 4.000 9.083 36.333  6 5.3 31.8 under over 

Brett Compton 4.833 11.222 54.238  6 6 36 under under 

Gary Schneider 2.833 4.917 13.931  unsigned  under over 

Dong-soo Chon 2.667 5.083 13.556  6 4 24 under under 

Mark Dempsey 2.667 10.000 26.333  1 12.67 12.67 over over 

Outfielders:          

Alfredo Martinez 3.833 16.333 62.611  3 17.616 52.85 over over 

Alfredo Salazar 2.000 10.000 20.000  3 12.666 38 over over 

Michael Durham 3.833 7.555 28.961  4 5.5 22 over under 

Jayden Harsnett 3.500 9.778 34.224  4 9 36 over over 

Jorge Rodriguez 2.333 11.083 25.861  6 8.25 49.5 over under 

Uber Utility:          

Carlos Camacho 3.800 5.532 21.022  3 3.266 9.8 under under 

Carlos Garcia 2.333 6.472 15.101  2 5 10 under under 
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Yeah, we all read it on the forum boards, Bear GM Randy Weigand flapping his jaw about his 

San Fernando bats of 2037 representing the greatest offensive force in league history, and Ted 

(or was it Kyle?) saying to shut up and that you couldn’t say that unless you adjusted for era. 

So…right…those were the good old days, am I right? Flash forward a month or two, and here 

you go, Randy Weigand unleashed the San Fernando stat crew on the problem an, boy-howdy, 

did they ever come up big. Let’s join the gang as they take us through the best and worst 

performances of all time! 

 

 

Compiled here are a ranking of the most and least dominant teams across various offensive and 

pitching categories. The method I used was Z-score, which is essentially how far above or below 

a performance is from the mean for a given data set.  

 

Z-Score Defined! 
 

Per the interwebs’ “Statistics How-to”, a z-score is the number of 

standard deviations from the mean a data point is. More technically 

it’s a measure of how many standard deviations below or above the 

population mean a raw score is. A z-score is also known as a 

standard score and it can be placed on a normal distribution curve. 

Z-scores range from -3 standard deviations (which would fall to the 

far left of the normal distribution curve) up to +3 standard deviations 

(which would fall to the far right of the normal distribution curve).  

 

In order to make it era-neutral, I compared each team only against all others IN THE SAME 

YEAR (this means all 2037 teams were compared together, 2036 measured separately, etc). In 

the tables that follow, the number in parenthesis is the placing that team came in the raw totals 

for that given category. For the bottom lists, the number shown is how far they were from the 

bottom. I listed the top/bottom 10, as well as the top/bottom 2037 team if they did not crack the 

top 10.  

 

The teams in Italics made the playoffs, the teams underlined made the Landis and the teams in 

bold were Landis winners. 

 

Interesting note for this year is that you can make a very good case that both the most dominant 

offense of all time (San Fernando) and the most dominant pitching staff of all time (California) 

were not only playing at the same time, but in the same division. 
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RUNS SCORED (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 2011 Long Beach 1041 (4) 1 2037 San Fernando 2.92 (2) 

2 2037 San Fernando 1014 (1) 2 2026 Huntsville 2.81 (T159) 

3 2007 Baltimore (Brooklyn) 1009 (15) 3 2003 Montreal 2.73 (6) 

4 2009 Long Beach 999 (11) 4 2011 Long Beach 2.68 (1) 

5 2012 Long Beach 997 (10) 5 2020 Halifax (Nashville) 2.39 (T20) 

6 2003 Montreal 979 (3) 6 2015 Birmingham (San Antonio) 2.38 (16) 

7 2012 Seattle 977 (27) 7 2031 Las Vegas 2.35 (12) 

8 2032 Montreal 976 (9) 8 2028 Las Vegas 2.32 (9) 

9 2028 Las Vegas 972 (8) 9 2032 Montreal 2.32 (8) 

9 2036 Jacksonville 972 (20) 10 2012 Long Beach 2.30 (5) 

 

Ron’s Running Commentary: Yep, Randy was right, and not by a little. Taking league 

performance into account, Long Beach’s historic 1,041 runs in 2011 is only 4th best. Hat’s off 

to the San Fernando wrecking crew. I note that of the top Z-scores of all time, only Montreal 

in 2003 did not make the playoffs. I note, also, that Rockville, today’s juggernaut, does not 

appear on the list. 

 

 

Hits (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 2003 Montreal 1819 (1) 1 2003 Montreal 3.20 (1) 

2 2002 Montreal 1815 (4) 2 2031 Montreal 2.99 (T5) 

3 2001 Baltimore (Brooklyn) 1789 (12) 3 2027 Seattle 2.87 (T30) 

4 1997 Baltimore (Brooklyn) 1770 (11) 4 2002 Montreal 2.86 (2) 

5 2032 Montreal 1768 (6) 5 2034 Rockville 2.64 (7) 

6 2031 Montreal 1768 (2) 6 2032 Montreal 2.64 (T5) 

7 2034 Rockville 1765 (5) 7 2024 Omaha (Mexico City) 2.63 (29) 

8 2013 Seattle 1764 (18) 8 2020 Halifax (Nashville) 2.55 (9) 

9 2020 Halifax (Nashville) 1758 (8) 9 2010 Montreal 2.54 (11) 

10 1996 Baltimore (Brooklyn) 1757 (14) 10 2025 Indianapolis (Omaha) 2.54 (T51) 

T56 2037 San Fernando 1655 (38) 38 2037 San Fernando 1.89 (T56) 

 

Ron’s Running Commentary: Clearly, San Fernando’s all-time greatest run creation 

performance wasn’t powered by singles. Check out Montreal’s history, eh? 

 

 

2B (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 2000 Seattle 377 (5) 1 2002 Montreal 3.18 (3) 

2 2037 Yellow Springs 367 (10) 2 2031 Yellow Springs 3.11 (4) 

3 2002 Montreal 366 (1) 3 2004 New Orleans 2.90 (T21) 

4 2031 Yellow Springs 365 (2) 4 2027 Seattle 2.71 (T174) 

5 2009 Montreal 363 (13) 5 2000 Seattle 2.66 (1) 

6 2015 Seattle 358 (23) 6 2032 Yellow Springs 2.56 (T38) 

6 2016 Seattle 358 (28) 7 1997 Hackensack (Rockville) 2.56 (T17) 

8 2006 Marquette (Omaha) 356 (11) 8 2005 Marquette (Omaha) 2.55 (T49) 

9 2008 Carolina (Rockville) 355 (26) 9 2003 Montreal 2.45 (T15) 

9 2037 Hawaii 355 (30) 10 2037 Yellow Springs 2.41 (2) 

  

Ron’s Running Commentary: I note that three of the top 10 doubles performances of all times 

have been made by my YS9 squad over the past seven seasons. 
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HR (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 2037 San Fernando 365 (3) 1 2010 Washington (Nashville) 3.35 (T10) 

2 2036 Jacksonville 306 (33) 2 2004 Washington (Nashville) 3.28 (16) 

3 2037 Jacksonville 302 (44) 3 2037 San Fernando 3.23 (1) 

4 2036 Las Vegas 300 (43) 4 2002 Madison 3.13 (T8) 

5 2034 Charm City 291 (17) 5 1998 Atlantic City 2.93 (T8) 

6 2036 Omaha 290 (58) 6 2018 Las Vegas 2.68 (T51) 

7 2037 Phoenix 282 (99) 7 2014 Madison 2.67 (T43) 

8 2002 Madison 280 (4) 8 2003 Washington (Nashville) 2.64 (T51) 

8 1998 Atlantic City 280 (5) 9 2017 New Orleans 2.64 (T48) 

10 2010 Washington (Nashville) 276 (1) 10 2001 Madison 2.64 (T43) 

10 2035 Huntsville 276 (88)   

  

Ron’s Running Commentary: Think about what it means that of the top Z-scores of all time, 

only SFB’s comes from later than 2018.. 

 

 

WALKS (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 2011 Long Beach 854 (4) 1 2022 Atlantic City 3.33 (17) 

2 2012 Long Beach 835 (3) 2 2027 Atlantic City 3.21 (21) 

3 2006 Baltimore (Brooklyn) 751 (16) 3 2012 Long Beach 3.10 (2) 

4 2011 Marquette (Omaha) 750 (41) 4 2011 Long Beach 3.09 (1) 

5 2006 Long Beach 745 (21) 5 2009 Long Beach 3.02 (T5) 

5 2007 Baltimore (Brooklyn) 745 (13) 6 1999 Madison 2.93 (T119) 

5 2009 Long Beach 745 (5) 7 2034 Twin Cities 2.82 (9) 

8 2004 New Orleans 744 (24) 8 2026 Huntsville 2.74 (63) 

9 2034 Twin Cities 737 (7) 9 2017 Valencia 2.73 (22) 

10 2028 Atlantic City 728 (18) 10 2033 Twin Cities 2.73 (12) 

29 2037 Charm City  (44) 44 2037 Charm City 1.91 (29) 

 

Ron’s Running Commentary: Not much going on here recently, but … Charm Freaking City at 

#44 all-time? Who knew? 

 

 

STRIKEOUTS (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 2035 Mexico City 692 (1) 1 2035 Mexico City -2.85 (1) 

2 2012 Montreal 748 (10) 2 2036 Mexico City -2.82 (5) 

3 2011 Montreal 767 (11) 3 2025 Vancouver -2.66 (36) 

4 2012 Des Moines 781 (20) 4 2028 Omaha (Mexico City) -2.55 (11) 

5 2036 Mexico City 785 (2) 5 2022 Omaha (Mexico City) -2.55 (50) 

6 2010 Montreal 788 (16) 6 1999 California -2.48 (T127) 

7 2031 Omaha (Mexico City) 792 (23) 7 2034 Rockville -2.45 (8) 

8 2034 Rockville 794 (7) 8 2021 Vancouver -2.44 (39) 

9 2032 Calgary 795 (18) 9 2023 Omaha (Mexico City) -2.41 (14) 

10 2030 Omaha (Mexico City) 796 (15) 10 2012 Montreal -2.40 (2) 

12 2037 Rockville 823 (37) 37 2037 Rockville -1.93 (12) 

  

Ron’s Running Commentary: This table goes a long way to defining a “Classic Fred Holmes 

Team.” 
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STOLEN BASES (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 2032 Brooklyn 484 (8) 1 2016 Yellow Springs 3.85 (T45) 

2 2033 Brooklyn 413 (64) 2 2010 Atlantic City 3.39 (T106) 

3 2034 Jacksonville 392 (25) 3 2002 Seattle 3.33 (T142) 

4 2034 Havana (San Fernando) 389 (28) 4 1996 Louisville 3.03 (T261) 

5 2033 Madison 378 (107) 5 2029 Vancouver 2.98 (T85) 

6 2033 Nashville 363 (138) 6 2003 Seattle 2.84 (147) 

6 2031 Vancouver 363 (52) 7 2004 Seattle 2.67 (T193) 

8 2032 Montreal 359 (139) 8 2032 Brooklyn 2.67 (1) 

9 2033 Havana (San Fernando) 358 (154) 9 2011 Chicago (Huntsville) 2.67 (T162) 

10 3x, Most Recently 2033 Mexico City 354 (162) 10 2012 Atlantic City 2.63 (T126) 

T35 2037 Madison 296 (11) 11 2037 Madison 2.63 (T35) 

 

Ron’s Running Commentary: Insert traditional “steals don’t win championships” here. Four of 

the top ten performances of all time did not even make the playoffs. Of course, you could say 

the same thing for home runs. [grin] Note the lack of Madison’s 2033 season in the Z-score 

list. 

 

 

OBP (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 2011 Long Beach .383 (1) 1 2011 Long Beach 2.85 (1) 

2 2009 Long Beach .382 (2) 2 2009 Long Beach 2.74 (2) 

3 2007 Baltimore (Brooklyn) .378 (10) 3 2027 Seattle 2.57 (T77) 

4 2004 New Orleans .375 (13) 4 2028 Las Vegas 2.48 (T17) 

4 2012 Long Beach .375 (7) 5 2031 Montreal 2.41 (T8) 

6 2003 Seattle .374 (6) 6 2003 Seattle 2.40 (6) 

7 2001 Baltimore (Brooklyn) .373 (20) 7 2012 Long Beach 2.39 (T4) 

8 2031 Montreal .372 (5) 8 2013 Seattle 2.37 (T14) 

8 2032 Montreal .372 (16) 9 2037 San Fernando 2.30 (T28) 

8 2003 Montreal .372 (11) 10 2007 Baltimore (Brooklyn) 2.28 (3) 

T28 2037 San Fernando .363 (9)   

  

Ron’s Running Commentary: Here we see where LBC’s 2011 numbers came from. Bottom 

line, it looks like there was some offensive clubs around in those wild days of yore. 

 

 

SLG (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 2037 San Fernando .530 (1) 1 2037 San Fernando 3.14 (1) 

2 2033 Las Vegas .497 (12) 2 2003 Montreal 2.61 (T18) 

2 2036 Las Vegas .497 (25) 3 2005 Madison 2.49 (T48) 

4 2035 Calgary .495 (18) 4 2016 Calgary 2.45 (T21) 

5 2036 Jacksonville .492 (40) 5 2002 Madison 2.41 (T10) 

5 2019 Montreal .492 (15) 6 2003 Madison 2.40 (T25) 

7 2031 Las Vegas .491 (8) 7 1998 Atlantic City 2.34 (T8) 

8 2032 Montreal .489 (29) 8 2031 Las Vegas 2.34 (7) 

8 1998 Atlantic City .489 (7) 9 2013 New Orleans 2.28 (T38) 

10 2002 Madison .487 (5) 10 2001 Baltimore (Brooklyn) 2.23 (20) 

10 2020 Halifax (Nashville) .487 (16)   

  

Ron’s Running Commentary: Now we’re talking some SFB, eh? The Bears bruised baseballs 

like none before…I mean, look at that Z-score gap! Still, though…no Rockville. 
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OPS (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 2037 San Fernando .893 (1) 1 2037 San Fernando 3.20 (1) 

2 2032 Montreal .861 (10) 2 2003 Montreal 2.74 (T6) 

3 2033 Las Vegas .860 (13) 3 2009 Long Beach 2.45 (4) 

4 2009 Long Beach .856 (3) 4 2012 Long Beach 2.42 (T10) 

5 2001 Baltimore (Brooklyn) .855 (7) 5 2013 New Orleans 2.34 (T18) 

6 2031 Las Vegas .854 (8) 6 2011 Long Beach 2.30 (9) 

6 2003 Montreal .854 (2) 7 2001 Baltimore (Brooklyn) 2.27 (5) 

8 2007 Baltimore (Brooklyn) .848 (32) 8 2031 Las Vegas 2.25 (T6) 

9 2011 Long Beach .847 (6) 9 2015 Birmingham (San Antonio) 2.20 (T37) 

10 2036 Jacksonville .844 (30) 10 2032 Montreal 2.16 (2) 

10 2012 Long Beach .844 (4)   

  

Ron’s Running Commentary: I note that three of the top 10 doubles performances of all times 

have been made by my YS9 squad over the past seven seasons. 

 

 

EXTRA BASE HITS (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 2036 Las Vegas 647 (15) 1 2003 Montreal 2.97 (T16) 

2 2037 Yellow Springs 642 (11) 2 2016 Calgary 2.69 (11) 

3 2035 Calgary 635 (4) 3 1996 Louisville 2.54 (38) 

4 2033 Yellow Springs 621 (12) 4 2035 Calgary 2.48 (3) 

4 2035 Phoenix 621 (14) 5 2018 Louisville 2.44 (27) 

6 2019 Montreal 613 (6) 6 2019 Montreal 2.36 (6) 

7 2036 Jacksonville 608 (91) 7 2004 New Orleans 2.35 (T56) 

8 2037 Omaha 605 (92) 8 2008 Madison 2.28 (T31) 

9 2037 Jacksonville 604 (98) 9 2003 Madison 2.28 (T52) 

10 2037 San Fernando 603 (101) 10 2031 Las Vegas 2.26 (T19) 

  11 2037 Yellow Springs 2.25 (2) 

  

Ron’s Running Commentary: Interesting that 4 of the top raw performances of all times 

happened last year. 

 

 

TOTAL BASES (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 2037 San Fernando 3017 (1) 1 2037 San Fernando 3.06 (1) 

2 2035 Calgary 2908 (3) 2 2003 Montreal 3.03 (3) 

3 2003 Montreal 2854 (2) 3 2035 Calgary 2.60 (2) 

4 2019 Montreal 2824 (9) 4 2031 Las Vegas 2.52 (9) 

5 2036 Jacksonville 2820 (25) 5 2016 Calgary 2.48 (T17) 

6 2001 Baltimore (Brooklyn) 2815 (6) 6 2001 Baltimore (Brooklyn) 2.46 (6) 

7 2020 Halifax (Nashville) 2799 (12) 7 2005 Madison 2.39 (T60) 

8 2007 Washington (Nashville) 2792 (21) 8 2030 Las Vegas 2.23 (T48) 

9 2031 Las Vegas 2791 (4) 9 2019 Montreal 2.23 (4) 

10 2033 Las Vegas 2789 (15) 10 1998 Atlantic City 2.20 (13) 

10 2032 Montreal 2789 (23)   

  

Ron’s Running Commentary: Yes with the San Fernando beat going on. 
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RUNS SCORED (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 2020 Omaha (Mexico City) 472 (6) 1 2007 California -2.77 (6) 

2 2021 Des Moines 483 (15) 2 2014 Vancouver -2.43 (T68) 

3 2022 Yellow Springs 506 (10) 3 1997 Montreal -2.32 (134) 

4 2021 California 509 (47) 4 2015 Vancouver -2.30 (11) 

4 2019 Omaha (Mexico City) 509 (17) 5 2008 California -2.27 (T68) 

6 2007 California 518 (1) 6 2020 Omaha (Mexico City)-2.25 (1) 

7 2022 California 520 (23) 7 2016 Vancouver -2.23 (T15) 

7 2019 California 520 (27) 8 1995 Vancouver -2.21 (T19) 

9 2021 Yellow Springs 527 (67) 9 2011 Louisville -2.12 (T59) 

10 2018 California 542 (32) 10 2022 Yellow Springs -2.08 (3) 

T131 2037 Des Moines 647 (18) 18 2037 Des Moines -1.99 (T131) 

 

Ron’s Running Commentary: Des Moines was bad last year, but not historically bad.. 

 

 

Hits (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 2021 Des Moines 1152 (3) 1 1995 Vancouver -2.90 (5) 

2 2035 Boise 1176 (10) 2 2007 California -2.83 (9) 

3 2036 Boise 1194 (5) 3 2021 Des Moines -2.76 (1) 

4 2037 Charm City 1213 (8) 4 2008 California -2.75 (37) 

5 1995 Vancouver 1218 (1) 5 2036 Boise -2.72 (3) 

6 2029 Indianapolis (Omaha) 1232 (16) 6 1997 Montreal -2.65 (67) 

7 2018 California 1235 (14) 7 2014 Vancouver -2.48 (T81) 

8 2022 Des Moines 1237 (23) 8 2037 Charm City -2.45 (4) 

9 2007 California 1244 (2) 9 1999 Hawaii -2.42 (T38) 

10 2033 Edmonton 1247 (22) 10 2035 Boise -2.42 (2) 

 

Ron’s Running Commentary: Charm City was historically inept at collecting hits. 

 

 

2B (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 2029 Charm City 187 (27) 1 2036 Boise -2.50 (4) 

2 2029 Phoenix 188 (29) 2 2022 California -2.47 (9) 

3 2029 Birmingham (San Antonio) 190 (35) 3 2024 Greenville (Jacksonville) -2.42 (T7) 

4 2036 Boise 196 (1) 4 2014 California -2.31 (T163) 

5 2029 Huntsville 201 (88) 5 2037 San Fernando -2.28 (11) 

6 2030 Charm City 202 (59) 6 1998 California -2.26 (T50) 

7 2030 Indianapolis (Omaha) 203 (64) 7 2004 Chicago (Huntsville) -2.24 (T31) 

7 2024 Greenville (Jacksonville) 203 (3) 8 2003 Washington (Nashville) -2.21 (T43) 

9 2022 California 207 (2) 9 2009 Valencia -2.15 (T142) 

10 2030 Des Moines 208 (107) 10 2005 Des Moines -2.13 (T39) 

11 2037 San Fernando 209 (5)   

 

Ron’s Running Commentary: Does San Fernando’s epic performance without the use of 

doubles mean doubles don’t matter? Nope...there’s no magic pill and no poison pill. Just 

collections of stats.. 
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HR (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 2008 Carolina (Rockville) 97 (14) 1 2026 Vancouver -2.68 (T6) 

2 2028 Omaha (Mexico City) 99 (2) 2 2028 Omaha (Mexico City) -2.51 (2) 

3 2006 Carolina (Rockville) 100 (11) 3 2001 Seattle -2.48 (T10) 

4 2022 Yellow Springs 102 (10) 4 2024 Vancouver -2.25 (T15) 

5 2021 Buffalo (San Fernando) 102 (17) 5 2013 Carolina (Rockville) -2.15 (9) 

6 2026 Vancouver 103 (1) 6 2009 Carolina (Rockville) -2.12 (T6) 

6 2009 Carolina (Rockville) 102 (6) 7 2031 Omaha (Mexico City) -2.10 (T39) 

6 2010 Montreal 102 (9) 8 2030 Omaha (Mexico City) -2.07 (T31) 

9 2013 Carolina (Rockville) 104 (5) 9 2010 Montreal -2.06 (T6) 

10 2001 Seattle 105 (3) 10 2022 Yellow Springs -2.04 (T4) 

10 2016 Carolina (Rockville) 105 (21) 23 2037 Vancouver -1.83 (T108) 

T108 2037 Vancouver 133 (23)   

 

Ron’s Running Commentary: Only two teams in the history of the BBA have gone to the 

playoffs without being able to hit homers, both almost 30 years ago. 

 

 

Walks (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 2022 Yellow Springs 269 (15) 1 2003 California -2.76 (T88) 

2 2021 Yellow Springs 277 (18) 2 1997 Montreal -2.73 (11) 

3 2025 California 289 (33) 3 1998 Valencia -2.62 (T68) 

4 2023 Yellow Springs 295 (63) 4 2004 Louisville -2.42 (T46) 

5 2029 Hawaii 298 (10) 5 2007 California -2.40 (T145) 

6 2023 Vancouver 300 (75) 6 2000 Valencia -2.33 (T21) 

6 2017 Vancouver 300 (20) 7 2004 California -2.26 (T71) 

8 2020 Omaha (Mexico City) 303 (34) 8 2005 Louisville -2.13 (T53) 

9 2021 Birmingham (San Antonio) 309 (65) 9 1996 Montreal -2.11 (T35) 

10 2021 Vancouver 310 (69) 10 2029 Hawaii -2.09 (5) 

T44 2037 Calgary 343 (19) 19 2037 Calgary -1.90 (T44) 

 

Ron’s Running Commentary: Interesting that none of the top four overall performances make 

the Z-score list. That suggests an environmental change (a walk-heavy 

environment)…especially given that all four are within five seasons. 

 

 

Strikeouts (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 2037 Charm City 1583 (3) 1 2010 Washington (Nashville) 2.87 (4) 

2 1996 Montreal 1464 (8) 2 2007 California 2.77 (T63) 

3 2029 Phoenix 1449 (29) 3 2037 Charm City 2.65 (1) 

4 2010 Washington (Nashville) 1447 (1) 4 2011 Washington (Nashville) 2.40 (T75) 

5 2027 Hawaii 1436 (30) 5 1995 New Orleans 2.34 (12) 

6 2030 Phoenix 1431 (26) 6 2033 Edmonton 2.28 (31) 

7 1996 New Orleans 1430 (23) 7 2001 Atlantic City 2.14 (T41) 

8 2029 Atlantic City 1426 (55) 8 1996 Montreal 2.12 (2) 

9 2037 Des Moines 1425 (36) 9 1995 Vancouver 2.06 (18) 

10 2027 Atlantic City 1420 (50) 10 2008 California 2.05 (T176) 

    

 

Ron’s Running Commentary: That’s the Charm City we expected to see. 
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Stolen Bases (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 2024 Carolina (Rockville) 5 (5) 1 2033 Long Beach -2.58 (T295) 

2 2006 Long Beach 10 (20) 2 2022 Carolina (Rockville) -2.41 (T6) 

2 2015 Madison 10 (16) 3 2030 Louisville -2.31 (T48) 

4 2007 Long Beach 13 (8) 4 2037 Boise -2.31 (T105) 

5 2013 Madison 17 (23) 5 2024 Carolina (Rockville) -2.15 (1) 

6 2022 Carolina (Rockville) 19 (2) 6 2029 Carolina (Rockville) -2.09 (T65) 

7 2023 Carolina (Rockville) 19 (11) 7 2032 Louisville -2.07 (T482) 

8 2012 Omaha (Mexico City) 20 (37 8 2007 Long Beach -2.06 (4) 

9 2014 Madison 21 (21) 9 2034 Louisville -1.99 (T671) 

9 2008 Long Beach 21 (10) 10 2008 Long Beach -1.99 (T9) 

9 2007 Baltimore (Brooklyn) 21 (19)   

T105 2037 Boise 51 (4)   

 

Ron’s Running Commentary: News Flash – Boise was slow. Note also that five of these teams 

come from the 30s. 

 

 

OBP (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 2021 Des Moines .267 (11) 1 2007 California -3.16 (T10) 

2 2022 Yellow Springs .272 (13) 2 1997 Montreal -3.04 (T6) 

2 2021 Yellow Springs .272 (22) 3 2008 California -2.78 (T42) 

4 2035 Boise .281 (4) 4 2035 Boise -2.69 (4) 

5 2020 Omaha (Mexico City) .282 (34) 5 2014 Vancouver -2.62 (T52) 

6 1995 Vancouver .284 (6) 6 1995 Vancouver -2.57 (T6) 

6 1997 Montreal .284 (2) 7 2005 Louisville -2.51 (T15) 

6 2019 California .284 (27) 8 1996 Montreal -2.48 (T26) 

9 2015 Vancouver .285 (9) 9 2033 Edmonton -2.47 (T30) 

10 3x Most Recently 2022 Des Moines .287 (68) 10 2015 Vancouver -2.46 (9) 

T86 2037 Des Moines .303 (28) 28 2037 Des Moines -1.96 (T86) 

 

 

SLG (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 2021 Des Moines .339 (9) 1 2026 Vancouver -2.69 (T12) 

2 2022 Yellow Springs .341 (3) 2 2007 California -2.63 (3) 

3 2007 California .343 (2) 3 2022 Yellow Springs -2.49 (2) 

4 2025 Vancouver .347 (6) 4 2024 Vancouver -2.36 (T4) 

4 2024 Vancouver .347 (4) 5 2015 Vancouver -2.32 (T16) 

6 2029 Indianapolis (Omaha) .348 (17) 6 2025 Vancouver -2.28 (T4) 

7 2020 Omaha (Mexico City) .350 (40) 7 2030 Indianapolis (Omaha) -2.28 (T12) 

7 2019 Omaha (Mexico City) .350 (26) 8 1998 Phoenix (Yellow Springs) -2.27 (T49) 

9 2022 California .354 (15) 9 2021 Des Moines -2.18 (1) 

10 2029 Birmingham (San Antonio) .355 (38) 10 2006 Carolina (Rockville) -2.15 (18) 

T137 2037 Charm City .391 (25) 25 2037 Charm City -1.92 (T137) 

 

Ron’s Running Commentary: Nobody has hit the “worst” list since 2030. Also, it’ s probably 

not too surprising that Vancouver has been on the list four times. That ballpark, you know? 
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OPS (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 2021 Des Moines .606 (7) 1 2007 California -2.98 (3) 

2 2022 Yellow Springs .613 (4) 2 1997 Montreal -2.72 (T38) 

3 2007 California .630 (1) 3 2026 Vancouver -2.62 (T15) 

4 2020 Omaha (Mexico City) .632 (33) 4 2022 Yellow Springs -2.55 (2) 

5 2021 Yellow Springs .634 (46) 5 2015 Vancouver -2.55 (11) 

6 2029 Indianapolis (Omaha) .636 (21) 6 2008 California -2.51 (T34) 

7 2019 Omaha (Mexico City) .637 (31) 7 2021 Des Moines -2.38 (1) 

8 2025 Vancouver .638 (15) 8 1995 Vancouver -2.34 (T19) 

9 2024 Vancouver .639 (13) 9 2014 Vancouver -2.32 (T65) 

10 2019 California .641 (38) 10 2016 Vancouver -2.27 (T34) 

T95 2037 Des Moines .695 (18) 18 2037 Des Moines -1.96 (T95) 

 

Extra Base Hits (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 2024 Vancouver 343 (3) 1 1995 California -3.05 (6) 

2 2022 California 347 (2) 2 2022 California -2.75 (2) 

3 2025 Vancouver 350 (6) 3 2024 Vancouver -2.62 (1) 

4 2029 Birmingham (San Antonio) 352 (20) 4 2013 Phoenix (Yellow Springs) -2.35 (T64) 

5 2029 Madison 356 (32) 5 2000 Phoenix (Yellow Springs) -2.35 (T18) 

6 1995 California 366 (1) 6 2025 Vancouver -2.34 (3) 

7 2020 Omaha (Mexico City) 368 (19) 7 2007 California -2.33 (13) 

8 2022 Yellow Springs 370 (9) 8 2010 Valencia -2.28 (T97) 

9 2030 Indianapolis (Omaha) 372 (22) 9 2022 Yellow Springs -2.25 (8) 

10 2029 Indianapolis (Omaha) 373 (75) 10 2026 Vancouver -2.17 (T15) 

T267 2037 Brooklyn 457 (43) 43 2037 Brooklyn -1.75 (T267) 

 

Total Bases (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 2021 Des Moines 1812 (6) 1 2026 Vancouver -2.58 (12) 

2 2007 California 1856 (2) 2 2007 California -2.56 (2) 

3 2024 Vancouver 1861 (3) 3 2024 Vancouver -2.45 (3) 

4 2022 Yellow Springs 1862 (5) 4 1998 Phoenix (Yellow Springs) -2.35 (50) 

5 2029 Indianapolis (Omaha) 1877 (15) 5 2022 Yellow Springs -2.29 (4) 

6 2020 Omaha (Mexico City) 1887 (33) 6 2021 Des Moines -2.25 (1) 

7 2025 Vancouver 1898 (12) 7 2015 Vancouver -2.25 (15) 

8 2029 Birmingham (San Antonio) 1911 (24) 8 1995 California -2.24 (22) 

9 2019 Omaha (Mexico City) 1923 (35) 9 2008 California -2.23 (41) 

10 2019 California 1927 (37) 10 1997 Montreal -2.23 (T161) 

65 2037 Charm City 2094 (14) 14 2037 Charm City -2.09 (65) 

 

Ron’s Running Commentary: Overall, on the offensive side I think it’s fair to say that 2037 

saw San Fernando register some historically great numbers, and Charm City was borderline in 

the other direction. Otherwise, we were kind of in the middle—which one should probably 

expect, eh?. 

 

 

  



Page 84 

 

ERA Adjusted Pitching Top 10 

 

Runs Allowed (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 1995 Valencia 467 (4) 1 2037 California -2.59 (T33) 

2 2023 California 545 (26) 2 1997 Hackensack (Rockville) -2.46 (40) 

3 2006 Las Vegas 553 (5) 3 1996 Hackensack (Rockville) -2.45 (T7) 

4 2019 California 555 (70) 4 1995 Valencia -2.40 (1) 

5 2020 Las Vegas 556 (53) 5 2006 Las Vegas -2.39 (3) 

6 1995 Hackensack (Rockville) 557 (55) 6 2036 California -2.29 (T36) 

7 2021 Las Vegas 560 (90 7 2004 Madison -2.24 (T14) 

7 1996 Hackensack (Rockville) 560 (3) 8 2012 Chicago (Huntsville) -2.24 (T45) 

9 2021 New Orleans 561 (96) 9 2035 California -2.19 (T72) 

9 2020 New Orleans 561 (60) 10 2013 New Orleans -2.12 (T72) 

T33 2037 California 587 (1)   

 

Ron’s Running Commentary: This offensive era obscures exactly how good the California 

pitching staff was. Only the 33rd best when it comes to runs allowed, but relative to the league, 

it was the best performance of all time. Note that four champions have come from this top-10 

list. 

 

 

CG (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 2010 New Orleans 38 (27) 1 2036 Vancouver 3.25 (T53) 

2 2008 Las Vegas 37 (22) 2 2026 Birmingham (San Antonio) 3.24 (T53) 

2 2010 Las Vegas 37 (34) 3 2021 Atlantic City 3.24 (T7) 

4 2022 Atlantic City 36 (10) 4 2025 Atlantic City 3.22 (T13) 

4 2000 Madison 36 (42) 5 2024 Atlantic City 2.75 (T28) 

4 2008 Long Beach 36 (31) 6 2030 Phoenix 2.71 (T112) 

7 1995 Hackensack (Rockville) 35 (15) 7 2037 Vancouver 2.70 (T147) 

7 2021 Atlantic City 35 (3) 7 2037 Montreal 2.70 (T147) 

9 1995 Valencia 34 (30) 9 2032 Indianapolis (Omaha) 2.67 (T81) 

10 3x Most Recently 2022 Louisville 33 (21) 10 2022 Atlantic City 2.62 (T4) 

T147 2037 Vancouver/Montreal 22 (7)   

 

Ron’s Running Commentary: What does it say that complete games are down overall, but 5 of 

the top 10 Z-scores are in the last eight years? It says that a few teams aren’t playing with the 

pack, eh? 

 

Shutouts (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 1995 Valencia 28 (3) 1 2013 New Orleans 3.65 (3) 

2 1995 Washington (Nashville) 24 (11) 2 2031 Yellow Springs 3.49 (T11) 

3 2013 New Orleans 23 (1) 3 1995 Valencia 3.09 (1) 

4 2018 California 20 (7) 4 2004 Omaha (Mexico City) 3.07 (T6) 

4 2025 Hawaii 20 (9) 5 2009 Hawaii 2.82 (T6) 

6 2009 Hawaii 19 (5) 6 2027 Las Vegas 2.67 (T20) 

6 2021 Louisville 19 (49) 7 2018 California 2.60 (T4) 

6 2022 Omaha (Mexico City) 19 (34) 8 2024 California 2.57 (T11) 

6 2004 Omaha (Mexico City 19 (4) 9 2025 Hawaii 2.53 (T4) 

6 2019 New Orleans 19 (67) 10 2015 California 2.52 (T11) 

T49 2037 California 15 (19) 19 2037 California 2.11 (T49) 
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Saves (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 2027 California 70 (9) 1 2033 Yellow Springs 3.04 (3) 

2 2018 Las Vegas 69 (4) 2 2008 Vancouver 2.87 (T26) 

3 2033 Yellow Springs 68 (1) 3 2012 Vancouver 2.67 (T14) 

4 2029 Jacksonville 66 (45) 4 2018 Las Vegas 2.52 (2) 

4 2029 Omaha (Mexico City) 66 (45) 5 2000 Calgary 2.48 (T32) 

4 2022 Las Vegas 66 (25) 6 1999 Buffalo (San Fernando) 2.46 (T40) 

7 2029 Louisville 65 (61) 7 2015 Seattle 2.28 (T14) 

7 2021 Valencia 65 (18) 8 1997 Las Vegas 2.24 (T101) 

7 2029 Yellow Springs 65 (61) 9 2027 California 2.23 (1) 

7 2027 New Orleans 65 (49) 10 2013 Atlantic City 2.15 (T83) 

T52 2037 Edmonton 58 (20) 20 2037 Edmonton 2.02 (T52) 

 

ERA (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 1995 Valencia 2.46 (2) 1 2037 California -2.54 (T37) 

2 1995 Hackensack (Rockville) 2.98 (42) 2 1995 Valencia -2.52 (1) 

3 1996 Hackensack (Rockville) 3.00 (4) 3 1997 Hackensack (Rockville) -2.50 (T33) 

4 2002 California 3.08 (22) 4 1996 Hackensack (Rockville) -2.49 (3) 

5 2006 Las Vegas 3.12 (5) 5 2006 Las Vegas -2.28 (5) 

6 2023 California 3.13 (33) 6 2004 Madison -2.23 (7) 

7 2004 Madison 3.15 (6) 7 2013 New Orleans -2.19 (T72) 

8 2020 Las Vegas 3.17 (48) 8 2024 California -2.19 (T8) 

8 2024 California 3.17 (8) 9 2036 California -2.16 (T37) 

8 2016 California 3.17 (20) 10 2012 Chicago (Huntsville) -2.13 (T72) 

T37 2037 California 3.36 (1)   

 

Ron’s Running Commentary: Yes, again, California was pretty good last year. 

 

 

Hits Allowed (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 1995 Valencia 1220 (5) 1 2034 Havana (San Fernando) -2.81 (10) 

2 2027 Montreal 1223 (16) 2 2036 California -2.46 (6) 

3 2023 California 1228 (9) 3 2029 Vancouver -2.45 (8) 

4 2028 Vancouver 1230 (6) 4 1997 Hackensack (Rockville) -2.40 (34) 

5 2027 Vancouver 1238 (25) 5 1995 Valencia -2.38 (1) 

6 2036 California 1248 (2) 6 2028 Vancouver -2.30 (4) 

7 2025 California 1251 (13) 7 2002 California -2.25 (40) 

8 2029 Vancouver 1256 (3) 8 1996 Hackensack (Rockville) -2.24 (T26) 

9 2021 Indianapolis (Omaha) 1262 (36) 9 2023 California -2.24 (3) 

10 2034 Havana (San Fernando) 1266 (1) 10 2035 California -2.19 (T22) 

12 2037 Rockville 1270 (22) 22 2037 Rockville -1.88 (12) 

 

Ron’s Running Commentary: Is this the first instance of Rockville in red? I think so. At the 

end of the day, Rockville may be showing that a team weighted to dominating single 

categories isn’t the goal…instead, balance. Look around for instances of Jacksonville to 

confirm? 
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HR Allowed (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 1995 Valencia 92 (16) 1 2025 Huntsville -2.81 (T3) 

2 2017 Omaha (Mexico City) 98 (9) 2 1999 Vancouver -2.48 (T8) 

3 2025 Huntsville 106 (1) 3 2009 Las Vegas -2.31 (T5) 

3 1995 Las Vegas 106 (73) 4 1996 Valencia -2.30 (T22) 

5 2018 California 113 (20) 5 2024 Huntsville -2.27 (T56) 

5 2009 Las Vegas 113 (3) 6 2028 Huntsville -2.26 (T78) 

7 2014 New Orleans 114 (11) 7 2005 Vancouver -2.18 (T22) 

8 2018 Yellow Springs 115 (31) 8 2036 Rockville -2.17 (T163) 

8 1999 Vancouver 115 (2) 9 2017 Omaha (Mexico City) -2.16 (2) 

8 2001 Marquette (Omaha) 115 (10) 10 2001 Marquette (Omaha) -2.13 (T8) 

T284 2037 Edmonton 159 (22) 22 2037 Edmonton -1.88 (T284) 

 

Ron’s Running Commentary: Does the fact that we’re in an era of the homer make a 

difference in this table?. 

 

 

Walks (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 2019 Louisville 262 (2) 1 2005 Vancouver -2.51 (13) 

2 1995 Des Moines 273 (5) 2 2019 Louisville -2.36 (1) 

3 1995 Hackensack (Rockville) 275 (7) 3 2010 Hawaii -2.30 (T39) 

4 2022 Louisville 291 (14) 4 2009 Las Vegas -2.22 (18) 

5 2021 Louisville 293 (18) 5 1995 Des Moines -2.12 (2) 

6 2000 Madison 295 (21) 6 2032 San Antonio -2.11 (T32) 

7 2020 Louisville 297 (22) 7 1995 Hackensack (Rockville) -2.09 (3) 

7 2000 Baltimore (Brooklyn) 297 (24) 8 2037 California -2.09 (T112) 

9 2023 Las Vegas 301 (38) 9 2011 Montreal -2.07 (T349) 

10 2021 New Orleans 303 (35) 10 2004 Madison -2.03 (T63) 

T112 2037 California 378 (8)   

 

Ron’s Running Commentary: Interesting that only San Antonio and California have hit this list 

since 2019. 

 

 

Strikeouts (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 1995 Birmingham (San Antonio) 1538 (3) 1 2011 Chicago (Huntsville) 3.13 (T104) 

2 1996 Birmingham (San Antonio) 1460 (44) 2 2012 Chicago (Huntsville) 2.61 (55) 

3 2027 Vancouver 1455 (30) 3 1995 Birmingham (San Antonio) 2.53 (1) 

4 2036 San Fernando 1447 (9) 4 2006 Las Vegas 2.48 (23) 

5 2018 Las Vegas 1438 (22) 5 2013 Chicago (Huntsville) 2.45 (33) 

6 2022 Las Vegas 1435 (13) 6 2004 Montreal 2.45 (64) 

7 2000 Buffalo (San Fernando) 1427 (40) 7 2026 Birmingham (San Antonio) 2.41 (8) 

8 2026 Birmingham (San Antonio) 1421 (7) 8 2037 Brooklyn 2.38 (T17) 

9 1999 Marquette (Omaha) 1420 (56) 9 2036 San Fernando 2.37 (4) 

10 2024 Birmingham (San Antonio) 1419 (16) 10 2032 Louisville 2.37 (71) 

T17 2037 Brooklyn 1404 (8)   

 

Ron’s Running Commentary: Fun to see Brroklyn’s overall total for 2037 hitting only 17th 

best, but being 8th best overall…but look up at #1, where Chicago at #1 is #144 overall. 

Exhibit 10,582 that numbers can confuse you. 
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WHIP (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 2023 California 1.06 (5) 1 1996 Hackensack (Rockville) -2.91 (5) 

2 1995 Valencia 1.08 (14) 2 1997 Hackensack (Rockville) -2.80 (7) 

3 2024 California 1.08 (3) 3 2036 California -2.66 (10) 

4 2023 Las Vegas 1.09 (13) 4 2037 California -2.49 (16) 

5 1996 Hackensack (Rockville) 1.09 (1) 5 2023 California -2.48 (1) 

6 1995 Hackensack (Rockville) 1.10 (22) 6 2024 California -2.33 (3) 

7 1997 Hackensack (Rockville) 1.10 (2) 7 2010 Hawaii -2.30 (34) 

8 2018 Las Vegas 1.10 (10) 8 2004 Madison -2.26 (57) 

9 2025 California 1.11 (36) 9 2005 Vancouver -2.18 (49) 

10 2036 California 1.12 (3) 10 2018 Las Vegas -2.18 (8) 

16 2037 California 1.13 (4)   

 

OAVG (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW TOP PLACE  Z-SCORE TOP 

1 2023 California .224 (4) 1 1997 Hackensack (Rockville) -2.65 (T20) 

2 1995 Valencia .225 (3) 2 1996 Hackensack (Rockville) -2.50 (T9) 

3 2028 Vancouver .227 (7) 3 1995 Valencia -2.43 (2) 

4 2027 Montreal .229 (31) 4 2023 California -2.43 (1) 

5 2036 California .230 (5) 5 2036 California -2.41 (T5) 

5 2027 Vancouver .230 (34) 6 2034 Havana (San Fernando) -2.36 (T25) 

7 2029 Vancouver .232 (8) 7 2028 Vancouver -2.36 (3) 

8 2024 California .233 (9) 8 2029 Vancouver -2.32 (T5) 

9 5x Most Recently by 2037 California (16)  9 2024 California -2.27 (8) 

  10 2035 California -2.23 (T25) 

  16 2037 California -2.00 (T9) 

 

Ron’s Running Commentary: I haven’t added them all up, but my gut feeling on first pass is 

that when you look at top-10 Z-scores and Landis championships, you find more on the 

pitching lists than the hitting lists. I’m not sure what to make of that, but there it is. Maybe I 

should count them, eh? 

 

But, yeah, to reiterate what Randy said at the beginning, California had a big season on the 

hill. Shocker, right? 
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ERA ADJUSTED Pitching Bottom 10 

Runs Allowed (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 2019 Birmingham (San Antonio) 1073 (2) 1 2025 Greenville (Jacksonville) 3.37 (20) 

2 2009 Seattle 1055 (14) 2 2019 Birmingham (San Antonio) 3.14 (2) 

3 2009 Buffalo (San Fernando) 1033 (23) 3 2022 Yellow Springs 3.04 (36) 

4 2007 Seattle 1024 (12) 4 2033 San Antonio 2.96 (T15) 

5 2032 Halifax (Nashville) 1019 (5) 5 2032 Halifax (Nashville) 2.77 (5) 

6 2001 Louisville 1000 (31) 6 2021 Yellow Springs 2.58 (T86) 

7 1998 Long Beach 998 (17) 7 2029 Twin Cities 2.44 (55) 

8 1997 Montreal 995 (27) 8 2030 Carolina (Rockville) 2.43 (70) 

9 2002 Chicago (Huntsville) 990 (43) 9 2011 Buffalo (San Fernando) 2.37 (12) 

10 2008 Birmingham (San Antonio) 984 (36) 10 2023 Des Moines 2.26 (T169) 

T24 2037 Valencia 949 (32) 32 2037 Valencia 1.90 (T24) 

 

CG (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 2033 San Antonio 0 (23) 1 2011 Birmingham (San Antonio) -2.39 (T67) 

1 2031 Havana (San Fernando) 0 (42) 2 2012 Madison -2.17 (T37) 

1 2036 Charm City 0 (169) 3 1996 Chicago (Huntsville) -2.12 (T37) 

1 2031 Carolina (Rockville) 0 (42) 4 2012 Des Moines -2.01 (T67) 

1 2037 Madison 0 (118) 5 1998 Chicago (Huntsville) -1.95 (T187) 

1 2036 San Antonio 0 (169) 6 2001 Greenville (Jacksonville) -1.94 (T150) 

1 2032 Brooklyn 0 (44) 7 2014 Carolina (Rockville) -1.91 (T37) 

1 2037 Long Beach 0 (118) 8 2018 Carolina (Rockville) -1.87 (T37) 

1 2036 Long Beach 0 (169) 9 2008 Birmingham (San Antonio) -1.85 (T105) 

1 2030 Havana (San Fernando) 0 (84) 10 2004 Carolina (Rockville) -1.83 (T150) 

1 2037 Brooklyn 0 (118) 118 2037 Madison/2037 Long Beach/2037 Brooklyn -1.02 (T1) 
1 2036 Brooklyn 0 (169)   

 

Shutouts (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 2014 Louisville 0 (2) 1 2026 Greenville (Jacksonville) -2.45 (T1) 

1 2026 Greenville (Jacksonville) 0 (1) 2 2014 Louisville -2.39 (T1) 

1 2035 Wichita 0 (3) 3 2035 Wichita -2.33 (T1) 

T4 10x, most recently 2015 Baltimore (Brooklyn) 1 (6) 4 2030 Charm City -2.17 (T14) 

  5 2032 Calgary -2.06 (T14) 

  6 2015 Baltimore (Brooklyn) -1.99 (T4) 

  7 2011 Buffalo (San Fernando) -1.97 (T14) 

  8 2034 Hawaii -1.94 (T14) 

  9 1998 Omaha (Mexico City) -1.92 (T4) 

  10 2023 Halifax (Nashville) -1.89 (T95) 

T14 2037 Des Moines/2037 Calgary 2 (55) 55 2037 Des Moines/2037 Calgary -1.49 (T14) 

 

Saves (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 1995 Madison 18 (1) 1 1995 Madison -2.83 (1) 

2 2022 Yellow Springs 22 (6) 2 2013 Phoenix (Yellow Springs) -2.68 (T25) 

3 2009 Buffalo (San Fernando) 23 (17) 3 2010 California -2.60 (T8) 

3 2007 California 23 (20) 4 2037 Des Moines -2.59 (T8) 

5 2005 Louisville 25 (14) 5 1996 Montreal -2.52 (T8) 

6 2035 Nashville 26 (24) 6 2022 Yellow Springs -2.44 (2) 

6 2002 Hawaii 26 (12) 7 2014 Vancouver -2.41 (T11) 

8 2037 Des Moines 27 (4) 8 2024 Madison -2.40 (T41) 

8 1996 Montreal 27 (5) 9 2006 Chicago (Huntsville) -2.37 (T11) 

8 2010 California 27 (3) 10 2021 Yellow Springs -2.35 (T25) 
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ERA (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 2019 Birmingham (San Antonio) 6.48 (2) 1 2025 Greenville (Jacksonville) 3.34 (T12) 

2 2009 Seattle 6.08 (13) 2 2019 Birmingham (San Antonio) 3.33 (1) 

3 2009 Buffalo (San Fernando) 5.84 (39) 3 2022 Yellow Springs 3.08 (T27) 

4 2011 Buffalo (San Fernando) 5.82 (10) 4 2033 San Antonio 2.77 (T21) 

5 2009 Birmingham (San Antonio) 5.76 (55) 5 2032 Halifax (Nashville) 2.59 (T5) 

5 2032 Halifax (Nashville) 5.76 (5) 6 2029 Twin Cities 2.57 (30) 

7 2007 Seattle 5.73 (19) 7 2023 Des Moines 2.52 (T86) 

8 2008 Birmingham (San Antonio) 5.70 (37) 8 2021 Yellow Springs 2.49 (T80) 

9 2002 Chicago (Huntsville) 5.68 (33) 9 2030 Carolina (Rockville) 2.45 (T41) 

9 2001 Louisville 5.68 (29) 10 2011 Buffalo (San Fernando) 2.38 (4) 

9 2008 Montreal 5.68 (42) 22 2037 Valencia 2.02 (T19) 

T19 2037 Valencia 5.53 (22)   

 

Hits Allowed (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 2009 Seattle 1855 (12) 1 2025 Greenville (Jacksonville) 3.44 (16) 

2 2009 Buffalo (San Fernando) 1809 (33) 2 2011 Buffalo (San Fernando) 2.88 (7) 

3 2007 Seattle 1805 (6) 3 2032 Halifax (Nashville) 2.86 (9) 

4 1998 Long Beach 1804 (7) 4 2019 Birmingham (San Antonio) 2.84 (T4) 

4 2019 Birmingham (San Antonio) 1804 (4) 5 2026 Greenville (Jacksonville) 2.65 (T91) 

6 1996 Des Moines 1781 (11) 6 2007 Seattle 2.65 (3) 

7 2011 Buffalo (San Fernando) 1774 (2) 7 1998 Long Beach 2.62 (T4) 

8 2013 Buffalo (San Fernando) 1769 (15) 8 2004 Washington (Nashville) 2.46 (31) 

9 2032 Halifax (Nashville) 1763 (3) 9 2021 Yellow Springs 2.45 (T58) 

10 2001 Greenville (Jacksonville) 1759 (40) 10 2033 San Antonio 2.42 (T68) 

T68 2037 Madison 1661 (34) 34 2037 Madison 1.95 (T68) 

 

HR Allowed (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 2036 Valencia 289 (4) 1 2020 Des Moines 3.09 (7) 

2 2037 Charm City 284 (22) 2 2019 Des Moines 3.01 (4) 

3 2037 Hawaii 273 (41) 3 2027 Birmingham (San Antonio) 2.93 (11) 

4 2019 Des Moines 271 (2) 4 2036 Valencia 2.66 (1) 

5 2035 San Antonio 268 (19) 5 2016 Des Moines 2.65 (T26) 

6 1997 Birmingham (San Antonio) 263 (25) 6 2015 Des Moines 2.61 (T143) 

7 2020 Des Moines 262 (1) 7 2023 Des Moines 2.58 (T12) 

8 2037 Louisville 258 (94) 8 2013 Valencia 2.54 (T50) 

9 2037 Valencia 257 (102) 9 2018 Birmingham (San Antonio) 2.53 (32) 

10 2036 Phoenix 256 (68) 10 2025 Greenville (Jacksonville) 2.51 (T45) 

  22 2037 Charm City 2.18 (2) 

 

Walks Allowed (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 2004 Hawaii 779 (9) 1 2029 Omaha (Mexico City) 3.83 (11) 

2 2007 Atlantic City 768 (43) 2 2026 Seattle 3.40 (T65) 

3 2009 Seattle 752 (15) 3 2035 Atlantic City 2.84 (T19) 

4 2032 Brooklyn 739 (6) 4 2030 Omaha (Mexico City) 2.78 (T173) 

5 2003 Long Beach 738 (26) 5 2000 Omaha (Mexico City) 2.64 (T19) 

6 2007 California 729 (77) 6 2032 Brooklyn 2.56 (6) 

6 2005 Atlantic City 729 (29) 7 2023 Yellow Springs 2.55 (T154) 

8 2006 Atlantic City 728 (37) 8 2025 Seattle 2.46 (T203) 

9 2032 Halifax (Nashville) 726 (10) 9 2004 Hawaii 2.43 (1) 

10 2006 California 724 (46) 10 2032 Halifax (Nashville) 2.41 (9) 

T71 2037 Atlantic City 621 (44) 44 2037 Atlantic City 1.91 (T71) 
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Strikeouts (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 2012 Buffalo (San Fernando) 727 (3) 1 2010 Buffalo (San Fernando) -3.00 (4) 

2 2013 Buffalo (San Fernando) 780 (5) 2 2021 Yellow Springs -2.94 (18) 

3 2016 Vancouver 784 (7) 3 2012 Buffalo (San Fernando) -2.86 (1) 

4 2010 Buffalo (San Fernando) 829 (1) 4 2003 Birmingham (San Antonio) -2.79 (9) 

5 2033 Huntsville 839 (44) 5 2013 Buffalo (San Fernando) -2.58 (2) 

5 2015 Vancouver 839 (36) 6 2006 Carolina (Rockville) -2.46 (T28) 

7 2032 Halifax (Nashville) 844 (16) 7 2016 Vancouver -2.40 (3) 

8 2035 Boise 847 (24) 8 2009 Buffalo (San Fernando) -2.35 (33) 

9 2003 Birmingham (San Antonio) 848 (4) 9 2007 Carolina (Rockville) -2.32 (37) 

10 2033 Nashville 851 (56) 10 2002 Carolina (Rockville) -2.17 (34) 

43 2037 Vancouver 927 (27) 27 2037 Vancouver -1.96 (43) 

 

WHIP (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 2009 Seattle 1.81 (5) 1 2032 Halifax (Nashville) 3.11 (3) 

2 2007 Seattle 1.76 (9) 2 2025 Greenville (Jacksonville) 3.03 (49) 

3 2032 Halifax (Nashville) 1.72 (1) 3 2019 Birmingham (San Antonio) 2.87 (5) 

4 2008 Montreal 1.70 (24) 4 2022 Yellow Springs 2.89 (60) 

5 2019 Birmingham (San Antonio) 1.69 (3) 5 2009 Seattle 2.62 (1) 

6 2013 Long Beach 1.69 (7) 6 2026 Seattle 2.59 (158) 

7 2002 Chicago (Huntsville) 1.69 (23) 7 2013 Long Beach 2.44 (6) 

8 2009 Marquette (Omaha) 1.68 (53) 8 2011 Buffalo (San Fernando) 2.39 (10) 

9 2001 Greenville (Jacksonville) 1.66 (30) 9 2007 Seattle 2.36 (2) 

10 2011 Buffalo (San Fernando) 1.66 (8) 10 2021 Yellow Springs 2.36 (111) 

114 2037 Madison 1.51 (60) 60 2037 Madison 1.62 (114) 

 

OAVG (2037, playoffs, Landis, Champs) 
PLACE RAW BOTTOM PLACE  Z-SCORE BOTTOM 

1 2009 Seattle .314 (16) 1 2025 Greenville (Jacksonville) 3.33 (T10) 

1 2019 Birmingham (San Antonio) .314 (2) 2 2019 Birmingham (San Antonio) 2.87 (T1) 

3 2007 Seattle .312 (5) 3 2011 Buffalo (San Fernando) 2.79 (8) 

4 2032 Halifax (Nashville) .310 (4) 4 2032 Halifax (Nashville) 2.78 (T4) 

5 1998 Long Beach .310 (6) 5 2007 Seattle 2.68 (3) 

6 2009 Buffalo (San Fernando) .309 (37) 6 1998 Long Beach 2.59 (T4) 

7 2001 Greenville (Jacksonville) .306 (27) 7 2021 Yellow Springs 2.45 (T38) 

8 2011 Buffalo (San Fernando) .305 (3) 8 2030 Carolina (Rockville) 2.40 (T18) 

8 2001 Louisville .305 (33) 9 2013 Buffalo (San Fernando) 2.38 (T10) 

10 3X, Most Recently 2025 Greenville (Jacksonville) .304 (1) 10 2026 Greenville (Jacksonville) 2.34 (T107) 

T83 2037 Madison .289 (44) 44 2037 Madison 1.83 (T83) 

 

Ron’s Running Commentary: Interesting that, ignoring CG, we really don’t see any of our 

current era teams hitting the “bottom 10” Z-scores. I suggest that means our GMs are working 

hard to field something close to the best teams they can. 
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A Moment of Baseball History 
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Thanks for reading! 
MORE People Who Have Not Advertised 

With Us 
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Here’s To Another 
Great Season! 

 

 

 


