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CONTACT INFO 
 
 

Primary Website: 
http://montybrewster.net/ 

Forums: 
http://montybrewster.net/forums/index.php 

HTML: 
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/leagues/league_100_home.html 

Application: 
http://montybrewster.net/forums/app.php/applicationform 

Constitution: 
http://montybrewster.net/forums/viewtopic.php?f=19&t=25938 

 

 
 

 

Write it down, baby. It’s 2040 and across the UMEBA and the BBA we’re playing 

with 40 clubs. Synchronicity, am I right? 

 

That’s a pretty cool number: 40. It’s a quiet number. Rounded, but full of 

angles and points. Highly underrated, if I say so myself. There’s that rain that 

lasted forty days and forty nights, after all. There’s the fact that it was the number 

of the guy who might well be truly be greatest running back to ever play the game, 

even if it was back in the days when men were men. Here in baseball, when you get 

a 40-40 guy, you’re pretty danged happy. 40 saves is a pretty good year.  

 

Of course, in the BBA we break it down to 32 and 8, which has its own bit a  

fine-ness to it. 

 

I suppose we’re done with the expansion thing, though. For a while, anyway. 

 

Of course, 2048 will be here quicker than you know, eh? 

 

Poor Matt... 

http://mbwba.whsites.net/
http://montybrewster.net/
http://baseballretrospective.com/MBBA/phpBB3/index.php
http://montybrewster.net/forums/index.php
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/leagues/league_100_home.html
http://montybrewster.net/forums/app.php/applicationform
mailto:mrectenwald@gmail.com
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Expansion, Wave Three!!! 
The Brewster Bunch 

 

2039: Season in Review 
Final Standings 

BBA Hall of Fame (Commissioner Matt Rectenwald) 
 

2040: The Projection Room 
Johnson League (Justin Niles) 

Frick League (Aaron Weiner) 

UMEBA (Ron Collins) 
 

Features 
 

Last Dance in Huntsville 

Vic Caleca 

 

Presenting…Dwari the Infallible 

Joe Lederer 

 

HOF Pantehon Level 2? 

Chris Wilson 

 

You Ready? 

“Shoeless” Doug Olmsted 

Park Factors and Team Construction 

Ron Collins 

 

The Journey 

Brett Schroeder 

 

Active Player Leaderboards 

Randy Weigand 

 

The 2nd Age of Lumber 

Ron Collins 

 
 

And, Finally, More People Who Have Not Advertised With Us  
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Brewster Bunch Grows By Two 
 
Yes, friends, the Brewster is growing again…and in honor of that, we figured it 
was time to get out the highfaluting literary forms we all secretly focus on in all of 
our so copious free time. 
 
 

Here's a story, of a man named Recte, 

who decided to commish a baseball league, 

all the guys played Front Page Sports, like their fathers 

the teams were twenty-four. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then Edmonton came calling for a franchise, 

Phoenix and Twin Cities right behind, 

Recte blessed the Jimmies from Charm City, 

And we were twenty-eight 

 

 

Recte 

CCJ 

RCK

 
 CCJ 

JAX 

NO 

BRK 

MNT

J 
ATC 

CHA 
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Then the Genius said he’d go on out to Kansas, 

And said Idaho was his gig. 

Recte did his magic 

And we were thirty strong. 

 

 
 

MEX 

LV 

SA 

PHX 

WIC 

CLG 
EDM 

BOI 

Recte 

SFB 

LBC 

VAL 

CAL 
VAN 

POR 

HAW 
SEA 
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Then one day when Wilson said he’d the Jacks than Cheeseheads, 

And Golden said he’d take a cougar in for lunch, 

That this group said thirty-two was so much nicer, 

That's the way they became the Brewster bunch. 

 

 
 

The Brewster bunch, the Brewster bunch. 

That's the way they became the Brewster bunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recte 

YS9 

OMA 

TWC 

DM 
LOU 

MAD 

CHI 
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FINAL 2039 STANDINGS 
 

BREWSTER BASEBALL ASSOCIATION 
 

 

Geogehgan Round  

 

Las Vegas 3 – Mex. City 1 

Jacksonville 3 – Phoenix 1 

Hawaii 3 – California 1 

Calgary 3 - Edmonton  

1 

Doubleday Round 
Rockville 4 – Las Vegas 1 

Jacksonville 4 – New O. 1 

Yellow Springs 4 – Hawaii 2 

Calgary 4 – San Fernando 3 

 

Cartwright Cup 
Jacksonville 4 – Rockville 2 

Calgary 4 – Y. Springs 0 

 

Landis Memorial 

Series 
Jacksonville 4 – Calgary 2 

 
 

UNIFIED MIDDLE EAST BASEBALL ASSOCIATION 
 

 

League 

Championship Series  

 

Cairo 4 – Manama 3 

Mumbai 4 – Bucharest 3 

Doubleday Round 
Mumbai 4 – Cairo 1 
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2040 BBA Hall of Fame Inductee Announced 
 
This year, with a total of 32 votes being cast, we welcome to the BBA Hall of Fame one 
of the greatest catchers in league history. 

 

 
 

Remembrance by Matt Rectenwald 
 
Even though his play may have given the perception that things came easy to Elroy 
Hinson, the reality is it was anything but easy. There are certain advantages that the 
son of a BBA Hall of Fame catcher (Riley Hinson) has, literally born onto him. Elroy 
Hinson soundly rejects the fact that his birthright gave him an advantage. In fact, Elroy 
says it was quite the opposite. 
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"There were a lot of expectations on me, obviously," explained Elroy Hinson. "I mean, 
my dad being who he was, and being named after Elroy Futon, growing up in Vegas, all 
eyes were on me." Riley Hinson himself admitted that there was always some sort of 
pressure on his son. "Sure, people knew who he was since birth," opined Riley Hinson. 
"We never pressured him into playing ball but being around the game as much as he 
was it was natural. He was taking batting practice against big leaguers by the age of 13. 
It's a testament to his inner strength that he was able to channel that pressure into 
drive." 
 
Drive. A fitting adjective indeed to describe Elroy Hinson. From the moment he joined 
the General Electric team of the High School All-Star Conference the kid's drive was 
clearly evident. "Again, it may have looked like the game was easy for me during those 
three years with General Electric but what a lot of folks didn't see was the work put in 
every single day in order to excel on the field," said Elroy Hinson. He ended up batting 
.504/.559/.742/1.301 in 79 games (248 at-bats) over his three-year high school career. 
The expectations couldn't have been higher entering the 2017 Brewster Amateur Draft 
and with the Vancouver Mounties holding the first overall pick, their choice was a no-
brainer. Elroy Hinson would head to the Pacific Northwest.  
 
While his father Riley was a big leaguer at age 17, the Mounties opted for a more 
traditional development with Elroy Hinson. He spent his first professional season split 
between Rookie League Laramie and Short-A Coxen Hole. "Starting out in Laramie was 
a real eye-opener," admitted Elroy Hinson. "That was the first time I really failed in my 
life." It's hard to say that batting .261 as a pro at age 17 is a failure, but the kid was 
certainly overmatched at times, striking out 61 times in 222 at-bats. Despite the early 
struggles, the Mounties promoted him to Short A, and the move worked. He slashed 
.288/.328/.456/.784 in 34 games and showing he belonged despite not being old 
enough to vote.  
 
He continued his ascent through the minors, starting 2018 at Coxen Hole, then 
promoted to Class A Prince George. Despite struggled at Prince George, the Mounties 
moved him to Charleston in Double-A ball for the 2019 season, where he'd spend the 
whole season and performed well.  
 
By 2020 all signs pointed towards Elroy Hinson reaching the big leagues sooner rather 
than later. He was the BBA's #13 overall prospect that spring, and was ticketed for 
Victoria (AAA) to start the season, one mere step from the big leagues. The Kid 
proceeded to simply assert dominance over a level for the first time since high school. 
"It all came together for me," Elroy Hinson said. "I honestly felt like the game was 
moving slow for me." After 92 games and a slash line of .323/.378/.479/.857 the 
Mounties front office could no longer delay his big league debut. He proved immediately 
that he belonged. In one of Elroy Hinson's first BBA games (8/6/2020) he went 6 for 6 
against the Birmingham Bandits. Overall, he hit 12 homers in 50 BBA games with a .802 
OPS in his highly successful rookie season. At the age of 20, he was a BBA star. 
Throughout 2021 (his first full BBA season) and the start of 2022 he continued to 
perform at a high level. Everyone in the league knew that Elroy Hinson was a difference 
maker. Chris Robillard, then the GM of the Halifax Hawks (now Nashville Bluebirds) 
noticed as well. Robillard's Hawks had missed the playoffs in 2021 after a five-year run 
of postseason action, and he was looking to make a splash to boost his struggling team. 
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After long negotiations with Vancouver GM Brett Schroeder a blockbuster deal was 
finalized. Elroy Hinson would be joining the Hawks, along with RF Pancho Torres, RP 
Jesus Duran, 1B Haku A'Amakualenalena and CF Lightnin Hopkins in exchange for 3B 
Diego Moreno, 2B Phil Chapman, SP Enea Ginori, CF Eddie Yates and RP Ryan 
Craigie. The pillars of the deal were obviously Elroy Hinson and Diego Moreno, the 
latter of which was the third leading vote-getter in this year’s Hall of Fame balloting.  
 
The Hawks would indeed make the postseason in 2024 and 2025, though not going 
deep, and during his time with Halifax (2022-2028) Hinson was entrenched as the best 
catcher in the league with all of his best seasons coming as a Hawk.  
 
After the 2028 season, Hinson was placed on the trading block as the Hawks were 
moving towards a total rebuild. Who would come calling but his original club, the 
Vancouver Mounties? Vancouver acquired him on December 1, 2028 along with RF 
Mark Sturdivant and CF Pierre Cordona in exchange for 1B Stelio Kontos, CF Frank 
Thomas, SP Louis Hall and 3B Pedro Gomez. This would in fact be a franchise 
changing deal for both clubs; horrific for Halifax, and extremely positive for Vancouver. 
With Hinson back in the fold, the Mounties would make the playoffs again in 2030 and 
2031.  
 
Fast forward to 2034. At age 34 Hinson was showing the effects of his age and the 
punishment of catching had caught up to him a bit. In the midst of his worst season 
ever, his father's club (the Las Vegas Hustlers) made a move to bring him home. Vegas 
gave up SP Alexandre Doyle and SP Jose Flores (along with the bloated contract of 2B 
Alfredo Bermudez) to bring Elroy Hinson to the Hustlers. "It was a dream come true to 
wear the same uniform as my dad," said Elroy Hinson. "Unfortunately, I wasn't the same 
player and I was extremely disappointed with the production, or lack thereof, that I 
brought to the table for Las Vegas." 
 
After enduring a bad end to 2034 and a poor start to the 2035 season, the Hustlers 
were forced to make a move. Elroy Hinson was traded to the Mexico City Aztecs in 
exchange for 1B Ron Dumont in what amounted to a pure salary dump. "That was one 
of the toughest deals I had to do in my time with the Hustlers," said former Las Vegas 
GM Matt Rectenwald. "We really wanted him to finish his career with us, but the reality 
was this wasn't the Elroy Hinson we were expecting." 
 
This turned out to be the very motivation Elroy Hinson needed to resurrect his career. 
With Mexico City he was re-energized and playing much closer to his career norms. He 
made the playoffs in both 2035 and 2036 with the Aztecs.  
 
After the 2036 season Hinson elected free agency for the first time in his career. After 
just a month the Madison Wolves signed the veteran catcher to a three-year contract 
worth over $40 million. HIs first year with the Wolves was another resurgent year, 
despite losing some time due to injury, and the Wolves went to the playoffs. Hinson 
would play out the remaining two years of his deal with the Wolves in 2038 and 2039, 
clearly now slowed by age and after the 2039 season at age 39, he announced his 
retirement.  
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Elroy Hinson ended his career as one of the BBA's All-Time Greatest Catchers. This is 
evident by the numbers. He is, in fact, the leader among Catchers ALL-TIME in the 
following categories: 
 
Games: 2,519 
At-Bats: 9,473 
Hits: 2,789 
Singles: 1,883 
Doubles: 620 
WAR: 76.5 
Assists: 1,399 
Double Plays: 106 
Errors: 206 
Innings Played: 19,387 
Runners Thrown Out: 802 

 

 

Final 2040 Hall of Fame Voting Results 
 

 Votes Pct 

Elroy Hinson 31 93.94% 

Diego Moreno 17 51.52% 

Lionel Sanguinacco 16 48.48% 

Mike Love 16 48.48% 

Eduardo Lopez 14 42.42% 

Juan Jose Ornelas 11 33.33% 

Bob Sanderson 10 30.30% 

Lawrence Columbus LaLoosh 10 30.30% 

Chip Foodie 10 30.30% 

Kal El 9 27.27% 

Juan Pablo 8 24.24% 

Rafael Bido 8 24.24% 

Boone Carlyle 6 18.18% 

Lewis Stephens 5 15.15% 

Paco Morales 5 15.15% 

Dan Leonard 3 9.09% 

Dillon Young 2 6.06% 

Sam Romero 1 3.03% 

Tavio Ciccolella 0 0.00% 

 

Four players did not reach the limit needed to stay on the ballot. 
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You know the gig, right? Omaha GM Justin Niles and Rockville 
GM Aaron Weiner put on the old future feed bag and tell us 
what’s going to happen. Or not. I mean, who can tell, right? Still, 
it’s danged fun to see the masters take their cuts. So, without 
further conbustulating, here we go again… 
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Welcome to the 2040 season, where the battle for most consequential item is certainly 
up for grabs.  Is it Matt Rectenwald volunteering to the Volunteer State?  Is it the fact 
that Jacksonville won their third title in nine years, becoming just the third franchise in 
league history to do so?  Is it the other Johnson League dynasty, the Rockville Pikemen, 
making their record-tying sixth straight Cartwright Cup?  Could it be the fact that we’ve 
just added the last two teams we’ll ever add to the BBA?  Or maybe it’s the fact that in 
the expansion draft, the Charlotte Cougars drafted 3B Jeff Kirk with the 90th overall 
pick. 
 
See, that’s the beauty of the BBA.  Twelve years ago, we thought we were going to have 
24 teams forever, that most of the things we thought we knew were true most of the 
time, most players didn’t start developing in their teenage years to become phenoms, 
New Orleans would dominate the Frick League Midwest forever, the Havana Sugar 
Kings would never become anything much, and Des Moines was never going to make 
the playoffs after a 20 year drought.  In 2040, the Frick League Midwest doesn’t exist, 
six of those teams no longer exist in their previous form, we just had Semei Kwakou put 
up one of the great rookie seasons of all time at age 19, Havana has won three pennants 
in the last six years and a title, and, well, Des Moines has still not made the playoffs after 
a 32 year drought.  Some things do never change. 
 
Which is to say we never really know.  Kirk could become the next BBA superstar, 
though it’s highly unlikely.  In another 12 years we could be talking about the Des 
Moines dynasty and the implosion of the Las Vegas Hustlers, both of which seem 
impossible at any point in league history.  But it could happen.  It could happen that 
Matt never goes to the playoffs again in Nashville, or that it takes five years.  The 
Hurricanes could have won another two or three titles and start being mentioned with 
teams like the early Las Vegas teams or the New Orleans dynasty.   
 
Someone else could come out of nowhere to become the next great BBA team; is Calgary 
already on their way there?  Could San Fernando, who looks like a playoff team this year 
for sure, be just the second team to win a fourth pennant in seven years?  Could Yellow 
Springs finally break through and win a title after so many years of dominance?  Don’t 
forget about Phoenix, who despite an unlucky first round exit last year to Jacksonville, 
led the Johnson League in offense and had the third most effective pitching staff.  Teams 
like Mexico City, New Orleans, California, and Edmonton are starting to establish a 
winning trend, too; could one of those teams capture the title?   
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How about Seattle, who would have made the playoffs last year if Ken Walter were 
healthy?  What about a dark horse like Madison or Valencia who could lead the Frick 
League in runs, Long Beach, who could lead the league in runs allowed, or perhaps a big 
bounce back from the San Antonio pitching staff, or a repeat playoff visit from Hawaii?  
And, of course, maybe there’s a team we haven’t even considered in this list. 
 
What we know for sure is that the league doesn’t look the same as it’s looked in the past.  
We had 30+ years of 24 teams and most of the same 15 owners, and now we have 32 
teams and so much new talent in this league that it’s hard to keep up with everything 
that’s happening.  It could make your head spin if you try.  As a famous quote once put 
it: we’re all stumbling in the dark, and that makes for some pretty interesting collisions.  
The only thing we can be absolutely certain of is that we don’t really know what’s going 
to happen next, which will lead to some wonderful new events in this league and some 
things we could have never expected.  All we can do is guess, which, of course, is my 
annual job here.  Let’s get to the guesswork and see if my dartboard works as well this 
year as it has in the past. 
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PACIFIC DIVISION 
 
When six of the eight teams in a division finished at or above .500 last year, 
you know that they’re not going to be very welcoming to the Frick League’s 
new expansion team, the Portland Lumberjacks. Portland and Vancouver 
should be solidly at the bottom of this division, but trying to figure out the top 
of the group is a little bit like picking out of a jar with five red marbles: it’s 
hard to tell which is which. This division has a ton of talent. With the 
Heartland not seeming quite as stacked, can this division send four or even 
five teams to the playoffs?   
 
San Fernando appears to be the potential favorite here, though the division 
also features 2039 playoff teams California and Hawaii, and two teams who 
were in one or even two game playoffs last year in Seattle and Valencia.  All 
four of these teams have a reasonable claim on the division title, with no 
reason to believe that any of them are out of it.   
 
None of the teams in this division were among the biggest gainers this 
offseason through free agency, and only Long Beach, who lost Mark 
Simpson, appears to have fallen too far back.  Valencia is adding superstar 
prospect Aaron Haney, and it’s not impossible that we’ll see Alaric 
Wullenweber join Hawaii, but otherwise it’s hard to find serious impact 
rookies that will turn the dials.  So we might see a repeat of last year, or other 
teams might have the opportunity to overtake them in the Heartland. 
 

-Aaron Weiner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2040 Projected Standings W L 

San Fernando Bears 91 71 

California Crusaders 88 74 

Seattle Storm 87 75 

Valencia Stars 85 77 

Hawaii Tropics 76 86 

Long Beach Surfers 74 88 

Vancouver Mounties 68 94 

Portland Lumberjacks 66 96 

 



Page 16 

 

FRICK LEAGUE Pacific Division 

 
For the first time in a long time, the San Fernando Bears will go into a 
BBA season without Feliciano Rafael, the player arguably most 
responsible for them winning multiple pennants and the 2034 title. It’s 
fine: Rafael was injured for ten straight months and the Bears got a top 
outfield prospect in exchange for him. However, trading the two-time 
Steve Nebraska Award winner does create some interesting holes on 
the pitching staff. San Fernando has been one of the best teams in the 
league for several years in a row. With key players getting paid lately, is 
this the beginning of a decline for the Bears, or can they keep up with 
their winning pace while juggling the salary cap? 
 
Tai hoi Wie, Juan Mendoza, Angel Garcia, and newly acquired superstar 
shortstop Jared Gillstrom make up one of the best offensive cores in the 
BBA. All four players had a 5.1 WAR or better last year, a mark only 22 
players reached last season. Nice start to a lineup if you can get it. Luis 
Maldonado isn’t a big falloff from those guys either: he hit .297 with 37 
homers in center field. It looks like Cris Martinez, the player they got for 
Rafael, earned himself a job: he’s a potential Gillstrom Award candidate. 
Bin Okorafor had a great debut last year at catcher, though I think that’s 
his cap offensively. The team has solid supporting players and a little 
depth, making this an outstanding group. 
 

Their pitching staff isn’t nearly 
as strong as it was without 
Feliciano Rafael, but few 
would be. There are few more 
reliable pitchers over the past 
two years than Sergei 
Hopkins, and Knud Zeitler has 
been very solid since coming 
over from Nashville. Polarizing 
Jon Reed was slightly above 
league average last season, 

though advanced stats hate him because he gives up walks and homers. 
Past that, the team is hoping to rely on Kidanu Cherono and one other 
mystery pitcher. Miroslav Tomanek has been a solid closer but the rest 
of the pen is suspiciously absent of talent. 
 
The Bears do have some pitching prospects, but they’re a while 
away. This is exactly the sort of thing that happens, of course, when you 
start to have to pay for your players. San Fernando had to make a tough 
choice on Rafael and will have to make a tough choice on Angel Garcia, 
at which point their top five players might be earning upwards of $60 or 
$70 million per season. Cris Martinez will be a big help for a few years, 
and the Bears have worked on their farm, but it’s going to be pretty hard 
to maintain this level of performance while still fielding, say, a bullpen, 
or a fourth starter, or a position that’s not theirs. Most teams rise and fall 
in this way. It could happen this year, but it probably won’t; I think we’ll 

see the Bears in the playoffs. 

 

 
SAN FERNANDO 

BEARS 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 

Randy Weigand 
 

 

2040 Projection: 

91-71 
 

2039 Projection: 89-73 
2039 Final: 90-72 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
Lost in the shuffle amidst the 

Rockville defeat for a three-

peat in the Johnson League 

Cartwright was the fact that the 

San Fernando Bears missed 

the playoffs altogether…First 

baseman Tai hoi Wie might not 

post an OPS as low as .856 for 

the next decade, which shows 

you how good he is. Second 

baseman Angel Garcia needs 

to stay on the field, but is often 

fantastic when he does…They 

may have trouble keeping 

everyone healthy and on the 

field, but just repeating last 

year’s success would put them 

on an 89-win pace, and that 

should be enough for the 

playoffs. If they manage to re-

sign Wie and Rafael in the next 

two years they’re doing just 

fine.  
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FRICK LEAGUE Pacific Division 

 
California dropped even further than the ten wins I projected for them 
due to an offseason change in management, because a few cosmetic 
upgrades would have put them right back to 90 wins. (Their Pythagorean 
record was also exactly what I predicted.) California didn’t upgrade this 
offseason either, instead choosing to consolidate with long-term deals 
for Miguel Ramos and Jaime Mercado. In the process, they lost 
consistent outfielder Esteban Cuervo and appear to have added nothing 
to the team. Are the Crusaders still a team to fear, or are they quietly 
restructuring? 
 
California has led the BBA in pitching performance for a record eight 
straight seasons, and they could make it nine this year. While the 
Crusaders’ rotation isn’t quite as fearsome as some of the ones they’ve 
had in the past, it’s hard to argue with the results of Luis Gracia, Miguel 
Ramos, Jaime Mercado, and Cisco Morales. Last year, 25-year-old 
Manuel Andres led the team in wins with 17, and he could be very good 
if he can keep his walks down. The California bullpen does have some 
warts this year, though superb young stopper Marco Vitalle does clean 
up a lot of those issues, and the ballpark handles most of the rest. 
 
California’s offense is now the David Simpson show. Simpson, the 2039 
Joe Gillstrom Award winner, posted a .298/.409/.595 slashline and 
appears to be the next BBA superstar. I think we’d all be fascinated to 
know what he’d do in Calgary. However, there were some gems lost in 
his radiant glow. Third baseman Luis Lucero also took his game to 
another level last year. Outstanding two-way centerfielder Po-sin Shi 
posted a .371 OBP last year and played excellent defense; we think he 
might be underrated. First baseman Raul Hernandez posted his third 
consecutive season of 40 homers or more last year with a career high 
52 dingers, and continues to be an RBI force.  Outside of the team’s 
stars, this team is very shaky at the plate, and I’m not buying Drew Hair 
as a reliable regular just yet. I’m intrigued by young shortstop Darryl Pris, 
but even in a good year Pris isn’t a difference maker at the plate. We 
might see Luis Gonzalez, who hit 24 homers at AAA, but Gonzalez might 
tamper with California’s excellent defensive alignment. 
 
California has a puncher’s chance at winning a title this year, but I don’t 
see it with the team they’re fielding now.  They seem to just keep 
downgrading offensively and paying big bucks for pitchers, which works 
only if you have something that looks like an offense, even in Cali.  I’d 
probably trade some of their pitching, especially Gracia, for some 
reliable options at first base and DH. I’d still be looking for a couple 
middle relievers right now. Demonstrating more consistent management 
would go a long way towards keeping this team a contender. I can’t drop 
their projection too much because they might lead the league in pitching 
again, but in three years from now Cali looks headed for a rebuild. 

 

 

 

 
CALIFORNIA 

CRUSADERS 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 
Doug Olmsted 

 

 

2040 Projection: 

88-74 
 

2039 Projection: 92-70 
2039 Final: 87-75 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
California has long had one of 

the best pitchers’ parks in the 

league, but their pitching staff 

is also quite impressive. Led by 

Miguel Ramos and Luis Gracia, 

California has one of the best 

rotations in the game…Their 

offense, however, is highly 

unimpressive, and outfielder 

Alfredo Martinez, now a 

Louisville Slugger, will be 

sorely missed this season…We 

might see top prospect David 

Simpson this year…It’s 

possible that California, who 

has missed the playoffs just 

twice in the last sixteen 

seasons, does miss this year, 

but even if they don’t (and they 

probably won’t), I’d expect a 

drop in wins.  
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FRICK LEAGUE Pacific Division 

 
Every other year recently, Seattle has won 90 games and made the 
playoffs. The other two years, Seattle stumbled to 84 and 83 wins, 
respectively, and missed the playoffs both times. Last year, Seattle came 
close to winning the last wild card spot tournament, but dropped the final 
game to Edmonton. This year, Seattle was one of the few teams to 
improve through free agency despite the expansion draft, and really the 
only one in their division to show signs of life this offseason, though some 
of that was a mirage, as some of the addition for Seattle was by 
subtraction, as the team cut ties with a number of unsuccessful players 
this offseason, and one retired. Can Seattle continue the trend and bump 
themselves up to 90 wins and a division title this season? 
 
Seattle’s lineup has had two mainstays, Lionel Crepin and John Hickman, 
for quite some time, and both appear to have lost a little bit at the age of 

29, a normal occurrence. This would 
cause a lot more uncertainty except for 
their youth movement, which is starting to 
take hold. 1B Vincent Vanderhugen held 
his own in his first qualifying season of 
play, and CF Todd Rice looks like a star 

so far in his career.  Catcher Francisco 
Salazar now has back to back years hitting 
.300 for Seattle, and CF Aires Penharanda 
might be ready this season to take over 
left field. All four players are 23 or 
younger. The ageless Sean Maguire and 
Rubem Bordonhos are a passable double 
play combo offensively. Overall, it’s a solid 
lineup with some star power, though it’s 

possible that if Crepin falls back further it’s not as good as it looks. 
 
Thankfully, the team doesn’t have to rely on just its offense for 
success. Ken Walter is one of the top ten pitchers in the BBA when he’s 
healthy, but he suffered an ugly knee injury that sidelined him most of 
2039, leading to Seattle missing the playoffs. He’ll be back to start the 
year. Hector Marquez is one of the league’s best lefties. Gordon Graves 
is rock solid and Luther Summers should be fine once he comes back 
from the injured list. Unlike the solid rotation, the Seattle bullpen isn’t 
impressive at all, especially because they lost closer Jose Souza to 
Atlantic City this offseason. There’s just not a lot left in there. 
 
So here’s the rundown: rotation should be better with Walter in it, the 
lineup should be better with Penharanda in it, and the pen worse without 
Jose Souza. That all sounds like a net positive for 2040. Seattle might 
need to pursue some relief pitching: Seattle is short on cap space but 
could clear out $10 million by releasing Axel Angwin and Walter 

Finch. With their usage of certain players, they need to start locking down some of their younger 
players earlier before their salaries get out of control. I’d expect them to cut ties with Hickman, 
Maguire and maybe even Crepin over the next two seasons, though, so that will help quite a bit. 
Overall, the team looks solid over the next few seasons, and given good health to their top starters 
I would expect them to grab a wild card this year. 

 
SEATTLE 
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GENERAL MANAGER: 
Nathan Eagan 

 

 

2040 Projection: 

87-75 
 

2039 Projection: 87-75 
2039 Final: 83-81 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
The Storm should be playoff 

contenders again, since it 

appears they’re the same 

team, but the same thing was 

written in 2037 and they 

missed the postseason. Is 

every other year a pattern for 

the Storm, or are they as solid 

a team as the one last year 

that made it to the Cartwright 

Cup?... Any reasonable 

discussion of the Storm has to 

start with Ken Walter, who 

may have been the single 

most effective pitcher in the 

BBA over the last five 

seasons…The Storm should 

be properly in contention 

again, and they’d be better 

with a couple small structural 

changes.  
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FRICK LEAGUE Pacific Division 

 
Valencia is in a very strange position right now. For decades, the Stars 
were known for their starting pitchers, their ability to keep the ball in the 
ballpark, and players like Jason Dunn. Last year, Valencia had a team 
batting WAR of 26.2, which was third in the entire BBA, and a pitching 
WAR of 10.2, which was nowhere near that mark. It’s something we’re 
really not used to seeing. I wrote last year that I thought they should have 
rushed their star prospect Aaron Haney, and clearly that is true, because 
if the Stars had Haney in the lineup all year, they’d have been in the 
playoffs. This year they have virtually no choice but to play Haney, as he 
looks like a potential Gillstrom candidate. It took fifteen years to get back 
to the playoffs for Valencia. Having just lost extremely expensive closer 
Luis Ortega to the expansion draft this offseason, is Haney enough for 
Valencia to grab their second playoff appearance in both three, and 
seventeen years? 
 
I was a bit astonished to see Valencia leave Ortega unprotected, as the 
Stars aren’t exactly flush with pitching. Starting pitcher Pepe Hernandez 
had an excellent debut season last year and should be a very steady lefty 
starter. I have always been a big Lee McHone fan, and he’s been a very 
productive pitcher for the past few years; last year might have been the 
best of his career. Starter Jose Martinez did well enough in an expanded 
role last year, but he’s not really trustworthy. New closer Jorge Garcia 
wasn’t that bad as a starter next year and should be better as a reliever. 
The Stars have had a lot of trouble keeping the ball in the ballpark, which 
is the one problem with the Valencia park: it’s a little homer-prone. 
 
Of course, the homer-happy home park does benefit one Zalapa, Angel, 
who might be the best player in the BBA not named French. Zalapa, CF 
Ramon Pagan, and LF Frank Mahaffey combined for almost 150 homers 
between them last year, and there’s no reason that can’t repeat. Curt 
Love also hit 35 homers last year playing out of position at 3B; with so 
many teams needing a third baseman I can’t understand why they can’t 
deal him or Kiichi Suzuki, who are both good ballplayers. 1B Mike Ellis is 
one of the best low-power first basemen in the game today, a slick fielder 
who consistently hits. Oh, yes, and I went this long without talking about 
Haney, who had a (not a typo) 9.1 WAR at AAA last year and also plays 
a superb CF and will make the entire defense better. Other than maybe 
San Fernando, I’m not sure I’d want anyone’s lineup more than 
Valencia’s. 
 
The Stars have a passable farm even without Haney, who should be just 
amazing this year, but none of their top 19 prospects are pitchers. Not 
starting pitchers. Pitchers. However, Valencia has the best puncher’s 
chance in the BBA of winning a championship, and on a $78 million 
payroll and is about to add a potentially transcendent Star. Nobody needs 

a trade for a top starter more than Valencia, but until then, they ought to be awfully fun to watch. 
A good bet for a wild card this season, it’ll be fun to see if Valencia can make it, and advance. 
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2040 Projection: 

85-77 
 

2039 Projection: 82-80 
2039 Final: 82-81 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
The Stars finally broke 

through last year. Is it real, or 

is it just one of those mirages 

that you swear you can see if 

you just squint?... …It’s a 

good thing the Stars can hit, 

because their pitching staff is 

highly suspect…Because the 

team is so solid offensively, 

they’re not rushing potential 

superstar center fielder Aaron 

Haney. I actually think they 

should…They seem like a 

perfect fallback candidate 

because of the strangeness of 

their team makeup for a 

hitters’ park, but stranger 

things have happened than 

Valencia repeating as wild 

card winners.  
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FRICK LEAGUE Pacific Division 

 
Hawaii was easily my biggest miss last year, though the fact is that if 
you read the comments next door, you’ll notice that I wasn’t exactly 

panning the team. Even then, the Tropics rose from the fourth-worst  
team in the Frick League in runs allowed in 2038 all the way to the 
second-best team in that category in 2039 without any enormous 
additions, which nearly never happens, they were fourteenth in offense, 
and their Pythagorean record was just 80-82. So I also wasn’t crazy. So 
what the heck happened last year? 
 
Well, let’s go with a Bob Lemon quote on this one: “The two most 
important things in life are good friends and a strong bullpen.” Hawaii 
likely had the first one last year and surely the second one. It wasn’t all 
the pen: Zak Johnson took a big step forward last 
year, winning twelve games and posting a 3.64 
ERA. He could take yet another step forward this 
year and become the staff ace. Even with a step 
back from current staff ace Steven Taub, the other 
starters were solid: Patrick Patchett, Jermaine 
Clayton, and Luis Torres all had around 2 WAR or 
better, one of the few teams with five nominal 
starters to do that. Then, there’s the bullpen, 
which was enormously productive in 2039 to the 
point where at times, they were carrying the team. 
Middle man Robert Hobbs was excellent last year, 
and closer Norm McConnell had 44 saves and 7 wins. I’m not sure how 
this group repeats that stellar performance, but they do have some 
steady players. 
 
Their fourteenth-place finish offensively last year might improve 
dramatically this year, too, as Ettienne Lafitte might bounce back from 
his poor 2039 season, the first down year of his career. Still, there’s not 
a lot of improvement to be had on the rest of this team. Manuel Aguilar, 
Jr., has established a strong level of performance at first base. But it’s 
hard to imagine Luis Costello, Benton Allen, and Mike Campbell hitting 
more than the 112 homers they combined for last season, and they 
could certainly hit less. A few Hawaii regulars were underwater last year, 
like Dave Tallent and Jose Campos; they could improve but they also 
might not. The team has a good double play combination but isn’t 
especially good defensively and stole just 73 bases last year in 106 
attempts, so they’re not great that either. 
 
Hawaii won a wild card and a playoff series in one of the most 
competitive races in league history, but I’m not seeing it this year.  I don’t 
know how a team goes from the bottom four in pitching to #2 without 
major improvements and relying on exceptional luck, and luck is rarely 
repeatable. I don’t think they fall off a cliff, especially with Zak Johnson’s 
improvements, but they’re not getting much from the farm. They should 

be careful not to overcommit this year based on their 2039 season, though their $72 million payroll 
suggests they’ve already taken this advice. They have a tough decision to make on Luis Costello 
and their record this year will probably make that call for them. 

 
HAWAII 

TROPICS 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 
Mike Bieschke 

 

 

2040 Projection: 

76-86 
 

2039 Projection: 70-92 
2039 Final: 84-78 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
Hawaii was marginally better 

last year than they’ve been and 

you get the feeling that this 

franchise might be starting to 

turn a corner somewhat, that 

the rebuild might be getting 

close to done…Stephen Taub 

has been absolutely incredible 

since his callup in 2036, 

posting back to back 6.0 WAR 

seasons. Zak Johnson won 

double digits in his rookie 

season and has some promise, 

though he appears a year 

away…Nothing here seems 

like the team should finish 

above .500 this year, but I’ve 

seen worse groups than this. 

They need to keep working on 

the farm and getting better, but 

Hawaii could be pretty good in 

a few years.  
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FRICK LEAGUE Pacific Division 

 
In one of the more consequential trades in the history of the BBA, the 
Long Beach Surfers dealt then-prospect and #1 overall pick Arthur 
Dempster for a first baseman drafted in the third round in 2028. That 
player was Mark Simpson, who was the steady mainstay of the Long 
Beach offense for a decade and will now try to serve that role in 
Chicago, for the Black Sox. Who replaces Simpson? Miguel Suarez, 
whose career WAR is two more than Simpson had in just his epic 2031 
season ALONE. Oof. Has Long Beach done enough to offset the loss 
of Simpson, or will the team drop to the second division? 
 
Long Beach chose to re-sign SP Pierre Legrand over Simpson, and it’s 
not hard to tell why: the 28-year-old has had almost 4 WAR in two of 
the last three seasons. In fact, Long Beach, who was known for their 
hitting for many years, is now heavily oriented towards pitching. The 
team took an absurd gamble this offseason by dealing top prospect 
Cris Martinez for Feliciano Rafael, whose body will have to hold up to 
make this deal even marginally okay. If Rafael holds up, of course, 
he’s one of the better pitchers in the BBA. Adding Rafael to Jimmy 
Greenwood, solid starter Luis Oliva, and potential superstar Danya 
Tchekanov makes this one of the better rotations in the BBA – if, 
again, Rafael holds up. Stopper Diogo Lindt was the fourth most 
valuable pitcher last year to not have a single start and had the second 
most innings amongst that group. I’m looking forward to seeing 
Francisco Lucero throw some fastballs as a rookie as well. 
 
As good as the rotation and maybe the bullpen is, that’s exactly how 
poor the lineup might be this year. Sure, Michael Best is one of the 
better infielders in the game today, and I’m intrigued by the potential 
advent of 19 year old Gonzalo Martinez to the major leagues. The rest 
of the lineup has serious warts, though, either offensively, defensively, 
or both. The team is outstanding up the middle on defense, but here 
are those players with their OPS: CF Wilson Ford (.690), 2B Brett 
Compton (.702), C Sean Smith (.601) and Dong-soo Chon (.563). 
They’re maybe starting Jim Miranda at catcher, who’s not as good on 
defense but did post a lousy .692 OPS. The league average OPS was 
.793 last year. In fact, only two players on this team qualified and made 
league average: Best and the aforementioned Suarez, whose .867 
OPS was higher than Simpson’s. 
 
I’d be astonished if this team rose to a wild card this year unless their 
pitching is just absolutely out of sight amazing. I’m not even sure if 
Rafael stays healthy that he’s the right fit for one of the better home 
runs parks in the game. I have no idea how they sign him, either. They 
could fall back this year, or they could fall way back, but I’m having a 
lot of trouble seeing this team with a winning record. They’d have been 
better off keeping Cris Martinez and hoping for the best. They’re in for 
trouble for a few years, I think. 
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GENERAL MANAGER: 

Stephen Lane 
 

 

2040 Projection: 

74-88 
 

2039 Projection: 81-81 
2039 Final: 81-81 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
There’s some drama in SoCal, 

as Mark Simpson apparently 

wants out, or so management 

is saying. With the Surfers 

having made the playoffs last 

year and having lost starting 

catcher Hotha Popo, are the 

Surfers in trouble?...On the 

pitching side, Long Beach is 

clearly making a commitment 

to 2039, as Danya Tchekanov 

is up and ready to do some 

damage in the Frick League. 

That’s a name you’re going to 

want to remember because he 

might be the best pitcher in the 

BBA in two years…Long Beach 

is going to need to stay 

healthy, but this does look like 

a winning team again, and it 

wouldn’t shock me to see them 

as a wild card team.  
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 FRICK LEAGUE Pacific Division 

 
Pssssssst:  don’t look now, but Vancouver could be a better team than 
you think.  We did have some positive notes for the team last season, 
but it wasn’t going to happen for them:  they finished last in offense and 
12th in pitching on their way to a 99-loss season that exceeded even our 
low expectations for the Mounties.  Vancouver has a few structural 
problems they have to overcome to become contenders, but the 
Mounties did make a huge profit last year, are in the black for the first 
time in a long time and have the second lowest player payroll in the 
majors this year.  Predicting a playoff berth in a meat grinder division is 
extremely foolish, but could the Mounties improve enough this season 
to get back closer to .500 this year? 
 
The offense is the problem on this team, and while the team has made 
strides to improve in that area, they may be holding themselves back 
with their extreme pitcher’s park.  Frankly speaking, you have to love the 
potential star power on this team. Skull, son of Butters successfully 
completed his contract drive last year, and the team’s payroll is flexible 
enough that they can absorb his huge deal.  He’s a star if he stays 
healthy. Angel Gonzalez burst onto the scene (.360/.402/.640) as a late 
season callup and could be the Joe Gillstrom winner this year. Jeffrey 
Smith and Masaki Sato both had extremely effective rookie 
seasons.  The team’s free agent gamble on Andres Martinez paid off, 
since just keeping above the Mendoza line was enough for a league 
average OPS. We might see top prospect Fernando Castillo this year. 
The team is defensively solid and should be able to run quite well. 
 
Vancouver has a surprisingly large number of rotation starters currently 
in the major leagues right now. Starter Jose Arellano is the only star we 
can see: the righty has had two solid seasons in the major leagues for 
the Mounties, though you’d like to see better numbers with their pitcher-
friendly ballpark. After Arellano, options abound: Miguel Ayala, Luis 
Miguel Duran, Dermott Halford, Gustavo Hernandez, Jose Ramirez, and 
Jose Zamora make up so much mediocre starting pitching they might be 
able to trade some of it.  Their bullpen is a complete and utter disaster, 
but that’s the sort of thing you’d expect and want from a rebuilding team. 
I’ve seen worse groups, though, and don’t be surprised to find them 
higher than last year’s twelfth place finish. 
 
Stranger things have happened than a team 
getting a youth infusion and rising five spots 

in the standings, but I’m pledging caution here.  The team just didn’t 
get enough production out of their starting pitchers last year that I have 
a lot of confidence in their direction in the majors at the moment.  If 

their rotation isn’t productive all at once, their bullpen simply isn’t good 
enough. There’s an outside chance that they could move to a more 
offense-friendly ballpark over the next year or two, which combined 
with a steady state from the pitching staff might do them a lot of good 
with the team they’ve built. For now, they’re still a 90-loss team 
because they really have no bullpen, but they’re not as easy an out as they once were. 
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2040 Projection: 

68-94 
 

2039 Projection: 68-94 
2039 Final: 63-99 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
Did they get enough done to 

climb out of the cellar, or is it a 

third 90-loss season in four 

years for the Mounties?... 
Good news for the Mounties is 

that as mentioned above, the 

fan interest is spiking upwards 

and the farm is starting to bear 

fruit in the form of Smith and 

Gonzalez (and also maybe 

Fernando Castillo). They have 

a passable rotation and an 

improved offense, and they’re 

projected to show a small 

profit.  
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FRICK LEAGUE Pacific Division 

 
Welcome to the bigs, um, Chris Wilson. That’s right: one of the longest-
tenured BBA general managers jumped ship from the memories of 
Cricket and Bopper and thought he’d start his own crew. We’re thinking 
at this point it’s going to more like Chris Cornell than Dave Grohl. Even 
if you tally up all the players that the Lumberjacks got this offseason and 
add them to the players they drafted in the expansion draft, it’s going to 
be difficult to see them finishing anywhere near .500 in their first year of 
existence. 
 
The Lumberjacks definitely wasted no time in trying to reunite the band 
from Madison. They can get away with signing Steve Dempsey and Jon 
Mick for a huge sum because both players are going to be free agents 
within two years. Mick had a down season in 2039, but could bounce 
back in Portland. Dempsey, a lifetime .326 hitter, managed to somehow 
be below replacement at DH while hitting .323 because that led to just a 
.768 OPS, one of the lowest marks ever for a player with that high an 
average. The big star is actually former Las Vegas outfielder Sadaharu 
Oh III, who had a .981 OPS in 100 starts, but we like the possibilities of 
young outfielder Jorge Lopez, acquired in a trade from Brooklyn. In fact, 
the Lumberjacks might have one of the better outfield defenses in the 
BBA with Jayden Harsnett and rookie Bing-Zhang Kim if both young 
outfielders start. The middle infield isn’t bad, either. I’ve seen worse 

lineups than this, and they should be entertaining at least. 
 
Of course, it’s the pitching that sinks them; nobody was going to let much normally-priced pitching 
go in the expansion draft. The Lumberjacks invested in solid closer Luis Ortega, but high priced 
closers on bad teams are a bad idea. The de facto ace is probably Lee Morgan, but the guy had 
(not an exaggeration) seven injuries last year, five in 2038, six in 2037 and so many that his 
history goes into the second page. He’ll be just okay, for three months tops. Ernie Kinney is 
probably a major league starter. I’m intrigued by Manuel Soliz, who should do well with the solid 
defense behind him; he’s a sleeper. After Ortega the bullpen is a tire fire. There’s at least a 
reasonable chance that Portland not only finishes last in the BBA in pitching but sets records for 
lowest WAR from a pitching staff, and Ortega’s contract makes him unmovable to most 
contending teams, especially with the possibility that he doesn’t opt out. 
 
The Lumberjacks managed to pick up solid prospects in starting pitcher Terrence Kelly and DH 
Matt Normore in a very large trade with Edmonton, and Flynn Venegas might be okay. However, 
their farm currently ranks 31st of 32 teams in the BBA. The really interesting thing is how much 
salary they chose to take, as they have a guaranteed payroll of $94 million this year and $87 
million next year unless a couple of players opt out; after that point it drops to a cap number of 
$74 million which should drop to around $40 million after declining options on Ortega, Fernando 
Martinez, and Harsnett; that’s a lot of money for a team that’s not expected to contend. They’re 
better than we think offensively, but they’re not likely to finish above 6th place or so in runs scored. 
That along with a truly ugly rotation and bullpen should insure the team not only doesn’t challenge 
.500, but shouldn’t come close to Phoenix’s expansion record of 75 wins this season. 
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This division might be more wide-open than anyone suspects. Most people 
would be very quick to put this down as the Yellow Springs invitational, since 
the Nine won 96 games last year and might have actually gained in free 
agency and through trade. However, there are a number of interesting teams 
here, even while a lot of these teams really are probably out of it on Day 1. 
 
For example, Louisville has perhaps the best hitter in the entire Frick League 
in Semei Kwakou, who burst on to the scene with one of the few Joe 
Gillstrom/Sawyer Silk doubles in the history of the BBA; the fact that the 
Sluggers lost Shag Hopkins this offseason doesn’t mean they’re still not an 
intriguing team. No established team gained more ground than Chicago this 
offseason, who added Mark Simpson while dropping a lot of dead weight. 
However, relocated GMs Matt Rectenwald (Nashville) and Will Gibson 
(Madison) tried to improve their new down-trodden franchises, not just 
notable but a sentence that seemed impossible to write. It’s fascinating how 
life moves. Omaha is trying to improve as well. 
 
Yes, I’m counting out Des Moines and Twin Cities before the season starts, 
I have some doubts about Louisville, and the book’s out on Madison and all 
of the teams I mentioned besides Yellow Springs. And, yes, Yellow Springs 
is the prohibitive favorite: they would have won this division by 15 games last 
year. But we have an ambitious group here who could maybe steal a wild 
card or two. 
 

-Aaron Weiner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2040 Projected Standings W L 

Yellow Springs Nine 94 68 

Nashville Bluebirds 84 78 

Omaha Hawks 84 78 

Chicago Black Sox 82 80 

Madison Wolves 81 81 

Louisville Sluggers 78 84 

Des Moines Kernels 69 93 

Twin Cities River Monsters 64 98 
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FRICK LEAGUE Heartland Division 

 
Sometimes you have to take a year off to go off on the rest of the 
league. Yellow Springs’ win total two years ago alarmed no one, and 
they are right back to dominating the Frick League once again, perhaps 
stronger than ever. The Nine are not just deep, talented, and blessed 
with a solid farm system, they’re clearly the most complete team in the 
Frick League, having won 96 games last year and posting a 3rd place 
finish offensively and allowing the 4th least runs. We’re able to easily 
write them in for the playoffs, but have they risen above that level to 
become the clear best team in the Frick League, as they were last year? 
 
The Nine lineup showed quality in every metric last year, and with the 
full-season addition of Ricardo Mendoza this year could be even 
better. Lucas McNeill is the headliner here, as he just keeps churning 
out 4 WAR seasons at the age of 33. George Robertson probably had 
his career year last year with a stellar 1.005 OPS; that’s probably not 
repeatable. Dong-po Thum might be the best player, and he’ll get a 
chance to follow up his stellar .330/.392/.493 debut with something 
equally spectacular. Aaron Stone is one of the most consistent catchers 
in the BBA. Abdeljilill Sediki might have taken the center field job for 
good last year.  Mendoza is likely to take Andy McKinney’s job, as 
McKinney hasn’t been close to the same player since his career year in 
2037. The Nine’s defense is notable in places, especially 20-year-old 
shortstop Luis Pena, who might be the best defensive six in the game. 
There are no holes in this lineup, and the bench is deep. 
 
Yellow Springs still has some issues pitching, however. Carlos Valle 
continues to be one of the BBA’s best pitchers, but after him, question 
marks abound. Ernesto Ramos still can’t seem to take the next step, and 
even with 15 wins last year he was inconsistent. One significant change 
might be the midseason addition of young fireballer Carlos Pineda, who 
the team will apparently try in AAA this year but would likely be at least 
a #3 starter in the bigs right now. He could be a superstar someday. I’m 
not sure aging Freddy Delgado is the answer to their rotation issues, as 
he just went through an inconsistent campaign in New Orleans. The 
Nine offset their inconsistent starting rotation with one of the better 
bullpens in the BBA, led by closer Curt Phillips, Timofei Bakitski, and 
hard-throwing lefty Angel Hernandez. 
 
Yellow Springs has one of the youngest teams in the league and is 
starting to graduate people from their superb farm system. They have 
no salary issues, even with the McNeill albatross, and their rotation 
should fill out well when Pineda and Tomas Ramirez are fully developed. 
I’m raising their projection slightly from last year (they hit their 
Pythagorean record perfectly) because I just can’t imagine Ernesto 
Ramos being this average for much longer. Whatever their record, this 
team has too much offense and too much flexibility to not be still dancing 
in October. 
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Ron Collins 
 

 

2040 Projection: 

94-68 
 

2039 Projection: 92-70 
2039 Final: 96-66 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
Dong-po Thum might get a 

starting gig this year, though I 

suspect they won’t also rush 

Ricardo Mendoza. With so 

many productive platoons, they 

also keep costs low on the 

team and manage to keep it 

together, plus huge depth 

bonuses…The pitching staff is 

led by Carlos Valle, shredding 

the Frick to the tune of 17-8, 

3.15 last year…Ramos looks 

like a #2 starter waiting to 

happen, which is a lot better 

than last year…The Nine has 

one of the best farm systems in 

the game today, deep, 

talented, and with huge 

amounts of top talent…What I 

do know is that the team has 

tons of flexibility to address 

positions that have issues, and 

that’s enough for me to put this 

team on 90+ wins again 

without much drama.  
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FRICK LEAGUE Heartland Division 

 
Matt Rectenwald is taking his talents to Nashville. The author of the 
longest-running dynasty in the BBA has decided to go to the Volunteer 
State, and hopefully not to start a country music career. Let’s say he 
does start a country music career, though, at the same time as running 

the musically named Bluebirds. What would he sing about this  
team? Would it go something like 
this, a sad song? Or something like 
this? Whether the country’s happy 
or sad in Nashville this year, it’ll be 
an interesting new challenge for 
the man who started it all. He gets 
a nice start on this franchise: it’s a 
team that was deeply underrated 
last year in these previews and is 
definitely on the rise. 
 
The offense in Nashville starts with Justin Jackson, the 2037 Johnson 
League leader in OPS and WAR. Tu-fu Yong had a down year last year, 
but he’s one of the more productive middle infielders in the 
game. Abdelwahab Kamade has been one of the more consistent 
doubles and triples threats in the game and plays stellar defense. As for 
improvements, Mario Deortez is an obvious bounce-back candidate, 
and Joey Newhouse needs only stay healthy. Kidane Ata will apparently 
be the center fielder on this team, not the setup man. Henry Rectenberg, 
of course, is just awesome. It’s a productive lineup as long as Deortez 
and Newhouse do their usual, and the team generally plays good 
defense.   
 
I think their pitching might be a little underrated. Eru Likiliki is a really 
good starting pitcher, with an above average ERA in each of the past 
two seasons. Heinrich Peithner might not be the superstar some thought 
he’d become, but he’s been consistant. Expect Chin Kim to have 
something between his 2037 and 2039 seasons, but that makes him a 
3 WAR starter and a huge bargain. Josh Brown is probably a better 
reliever than starter, but he’ll do for a later rotation member. I’d be 
surprised if Manuel Orozco didn’t start this season. Nashville’s bullpen 
doesn’t have one pitcher in it that inspires a lot of confidence, but they 
do have a lot of guys who are just below average, so maybe a few of 
them produce this year. 

 
Matt unloaded much of the farm for the insanely great contract of Chin 
Kim. They do still have Tony Frost, who really does need to be worked 
out at second base and shortstop and could form a nice double play 
combo with Yong in a couple years. In the meantime, they’ll have to deal 
with the fact that their bullpen’s weak and they don’t have quite as many 
generational stars as the Las Vegas teams have always had. But they 
might get quite a few wins in 2040: this is the sort of team that could, 
with good health, rise up and surprise even past the 81 wins they got 

last year. Their cap situation is good and they ought to get on to signing Likiliki immediately. I 
think this is a playoff team in the Frick League as long as the pen doesn’t completely fall apart, 
which means we might see some old friends in high places. 

 

NASHVILLE 

BLUEBIRDS 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 
Matt Rectenwald 

 

 

2040 Projection: 

84-78 
 

2039 Projection: 65-97 
2039 Final: 81-81 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
Nashville was predicted to do 

much better than they did in 

2038. Many analysis “experts” 

had a winning record for the 

first time in nearly 15 seasons. 

They fell well short of that, 

finishing 20 games off that 

winning record predicted, and 

the rest is history…You could 

argue that the Goats had two-

way player Ata waiting to close 

for them, so the loss of a closer 

doesn’t hurt. Ata is good, but 

unproven…The lineup is very 

run of the mill and may differ 

greatly by the all-star game as 

it’s rumored Justin Jackson has 

been discussed in trade deals 

as has Kamade…One thing I 

would bet on is the Goats not 

making the playoffs this 

season.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMSWAUAKJn0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMSWAUAKJn0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lB8Nkn3Xjes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lB8Nkn3Xjes
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FRICK LEAGUE Heartland Division 

 
The Omaha Hawks have been out of the playoffs for a couple of years, 
as their pitching staff hasn’t kept up with their offensive production. Most 
reasonable people consider their 91-71 season in 2037 a mirage now 
anyway; the team was underwater in runs scored. However, I had 
Omaha with potentially a winning record last year, and while my 
projection was close, no cigar for them in 2039. The Hawks made some 
cosmetic upgrades this offseason, but they still have major problems on 
the pitching side. Can they improve enough internally to make it to the 
playoffs this year, or is it going to be yet another near miss for this 
talented team? 
 
When you start with the offense, it’s Emilio Morales first. Morales has 
won five straight home run titles, so fear is…logical. In fact, the only thing 
scarier than “Emilio Morales, third baseman” is “Emilio Morales, 
SECOND baseman” (or SHORTSTOP, where they’ve never used him 
very much). He’s been a 7 WAR player at 3B – could he be the league’s 
only 10 WAR player at 2B? That’s not wasting copy space – that would 
be AMAZING. Jimmy Starks is in his prime, and he’s one of the most 
consistent players in the BBA. The hits keep coming: James Monger is 
a strong shortstop, Conner Hamilton had 19 homers in 90 games at 
catcher, Martin Marin keeps posting .530+ slugging percentages, Rafael 
Gonzalez took a big step forward, and this offense has a real chance to 
finish first in runs in the BBA this season. Adding to that parade of bats 
is Orlando Ordonez, who is flashes a great glove and could take a 
quantum leap forward this year at the plate. 
 
I wish I could speak in those kinds of glowing terms about the pitching 
staff, but, sadly, no. I really like Augusto Cardenas, who might be one of 
the more underrated pitchers in the BBA. Stephen Clulow is a nice 
lunchpail guy but he’s not a staff ace. I think Jose Lima could take a step 
forward in Year 2, and I’ve seen worse groups rounding out rotations 
than the bunch Omaha has. The bullpen is also slightly underrated, but 
not by much: that’s not a strong group. Jose Canales is probably the 
worst pitcher in the league to get 35 saves last year. 
 
I have no idea how this team doesn’t grab a winning record this year. 
The offense is scary good – they could be the best offensive team in the 
BBA this year. They’re being very patient with Timo Dooley, and they 
should; you wouldn’t want to stunt his growth by pushing him into the 
major league bullpen. They desperately need a trade for pitching, 
something where they can fill out either a rotation spot with a huge 
upgrade or a few bullpen spots with considerably better pitchers; the 
latter is probably easier and cheaper. They could absorb a higher priced 
salary for someone who isn’t amazing. In the meantime, this is going to 
be another team like Madison: lots of shootouts, not a lot of pitching to 
be found. Go ahead and buy me a seat for every Madison/Omaha game 
this year. I’m right back to my prediction from last year for this team, and 
I still think they can take a wild card. 

 

 

 

OMAHA 

HAWKS 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 

Justin Niles 
 

 

2040 Projection: 

84-78 
 

2039 Projection: 84-78 
2039 Final: 78-84 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
The Hawks thus made some 

major moves this offseason to 

try to improve a pitching staff 

that sorely needed the 

improvements. Did their efforts 

matter, and will they bounce 

back to contender status in 

2039?...Omaha’s offense 

centers around superstar 

Emilio Morales, who has been 

otherworldly since 2035…the 

Hawks also have catcher John 

Hale, anywhere on the 

diamond Jimmy Starks, Jr., 

and potential second-year 

improvement candidates in 

Rafael Gonzalez and Alonso 

Olvere…For them to take the 

next step, they’ll need more 

lineup depth this year and 

more production, but they 

could bounce up a bit  
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FRICK LEAGUE Heartland Division 

 

The Chicago Black Sox are making a push, and good for them: they seem 

like they have a reasonable chance to improve on their record last 

year. We had them projected at a .500 record last year, and while they 

fell significantly short of that expectation the offseason addition of 

potential future Hall of Famer Mark Simpson might change their fates 

somewhat. Simpson isn’t the same player at 31 years old that he was at 

25 years old, but he’s a difference maker for them at a need position and 

a steady, veteran hand, and that should be a big deal for them. It’s going 

to be a little tricky for them to rise to contender status, but it’s worth 

taking a look inside to see if they have a reasonable chance. 
 
The lineup at least makes sense with Simpson in the middle of it, but it’s 

important to note that part of the reason Simpson was important was the 

failure of 23-year-old Tommy Cochran last year. The Black Sox have a 

number of quality hitters other than Simpson. Luis Gonzalez just got 

paid, and we’d expect him back at another position in the regular season 

as the team has a potentially viable 3B in Victor Bedolla. Fernando 

Reyes fell off the table last year, 

but he is a very dangerous player 

against righties and should 

rebound. The catching group 

features Hotha Popo, one of the 

steadiest backstops in the BBA, 

and Diesel Dave, an excellent 

back-up. We could see some real 

growth out of second baseman 

Rocky Wattson this year, who 

looks potentially outstanding for his position. This is a much higher 

quality lineup than their 2039 last-place finish in the Johnson. 

 
Alas, we’re not sure that the hitting will be enough to offset their 

pitching, which looks significantly behind other teams in the Frick. Juan 

Nicto is an under-the-radar star, as the 2037 wins leader has consistently 

been in the top 30-40 pitchers in the BBA the past few years. We like the 

looks of Amayas Moelling, who was very fortunate last year in getting 

people out, but might do it more on his own this year. Manuel Pena (13-11, 3.79) was really good 

last year, but a repeat would surprise me. Francois Mangin looked fine in his debut, though he 

needs to give up less homers. The team has an excellent closer in Luis Gonzales and a few solid 

bullpen members, so if Moelling takes a step forward this could be an upper-level group. 
 
Chicago is one of the richest teams in the BBA, but they need to stop signing the Tim Torreses 

and Leon Ramirezes of this world to $6M/year deals. Chicago has an interesting farm, but it’s 

mostly redundant with players in the majors, so they’ll have to figure out who they pay and how 

over the next few years. They need to get good value for Cochran, who they really need to move 

for either prospects or something else if they don’t favor him over other players. The team isn’t 

bad right now, and in a division where no team finished above .500 last year other than Yellow 

Springs, there is opportunity. I put them on a seven-game improvement, but there’s more here. 

 
CHICAGO 

BLACK SOX 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 
Vic Caleca 

 

 

2040 Projection: 

82-80 
 

2039 Projection: 81-81 
2039 Final: 74-88 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
Huntsville returns their entire 

pitching staff from last season. 

Including front of the rotation 

guy Juan Nicto who signed a 

one year extension with 

Huntsville earning almost 

$9,000,000 last September… 

Justin Archer is a phenomenal 

young closer that will hopefully 

get more opportunities to close 

out some wins in 2039…While 

Huntsville took a small step 

back in many critics eyes, look 

for them to rebound and get to 

.500 this season.  
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FRICK LEAGUE Heartland Division 

 
Madison made one of the more consequential and fascinating trades of 
the 2039-2040 offseason, dealing stolen base king Mons Raider to the 
Edmonton Jackrabbits along with several impressive players for Mitch 
Dalrymple and two quality pitching prospects, retaining $45 million of 
salary in the process. Any thinking person would have some doubts 
about a team that lost 87 games last year, but I love this trade for both 
teams, and I think it might be the sort of deal that improves a team. Add 
to that a clever move to get Ramon Garza, and I think the Wolves might 
have just upgraded their offense at no cost to them while adding two 
pitching prospects they desperately need. Is there a chance for the 
Wolves to improve, or is this another step on the way to rebuilding? 
 
Madison finished second in the Frick League in offense last year, and 
they did it on just 162 home runs, the lowest total in the BBA. Their 
ballpark depresses home run output more than any in the BBA, so that 
isn’t that surprising, but the fact that they finished second anyway should 
give you an idea how good their lineup is. Andrew Torres is a force at 
the plate, and Dalrymple has a real chance to be the team’s second-best 
hitter. Ross Quicker has become one of the better infielders in the game. 
John Hale has been a very productive catcher, Natanael Barral has been 
a phenomenal on-base threat, Alfredo Salazar is still dangerous at 38 
years old – this is a good offense. They just added Willard Gagne, who 
fills a real gap in center field. I haven’t even brought up superb prospect 
Salvador Allende, who scouts now think could be one of the best two-
way middle infielders in the game of baseball and is just 19 years old. 
They scored 5.5 runs per game last year, and there is a real chance that 
number could increase this year. 
 
And it had better. Their pitching is absolute weaksauce. Juan Trujillo is 
their #1 starter, and his straight arrow fastball should keep him no better 
than league average. I have trouble believing that Maxim Makin can, 
either. I like the addition of Ramon Garza, but as a #4 starter – he might 
be their best pitcher. Pedro Salduar was league average last year, but 
he might not repeat. They’re the best of a bad lot that really doesn’t have 
a lot of growth potential or upside, either. Madison finished 13th in runs 
allowed last year, and I could envision that being 15th this year. 
 
The Wolves should be more than a little entertaining to watch this year, 
and they’re going to be on the right and wrong side of 9-7 shootouts all 
year long. Their underrated farm system has quite a few good pitching 
prospects in the works right now, though they are right to rush none of 
them. Madison got a nice lift from the expansion draft when their former 
GM, Chris Wilson, took both Jon Mick and Steve Dempsey off them: a 
real nice bonus for the new owner, who didn’t need either player to have 
a top three offense. The new owner will have all the cap space to work 
with he wants in the next few years, and by 2043, I would be highly 
unsurprised to see this team contending for the division title. This year, 
they should finish close to .500 one way or the other.  

 
MADISON 

WOLVES 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 

Will Gibson 
 

 

2040 Projection: 

81-81 
 

2039 Projection: 69-83 
2039 Final: 75-87 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
Madison’s pitching staff is set 

to be fairly bad again this year, 

but small improvements could 

move the team back near .500 

this year. Can Madison jump 

back up and surprise, or should 

they be slotting some money 

for draft picks?...Ross Quicker 

has established himself as a 

legitimate star at third base, 

and Andrew Torres may not 

have completely found himself 

at the plate yet. Those  

two are just 22, and will be the 

basis for any future Madison 

teams…It’s going to take a bit 

of time for the Wolves to be 

back to glory..Madison will 

need a while to build this team 

back up to its previous glory, 

longer because Jon Mick and 

Steve Dempsey are taking up 

$35 million of the cap.  
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FRICK LEAGUE Heartland Division 

 
How do I feel about the Louisville Sluggers? Well, this sentence ought 
to give you an idea; the Sluggers’ highest paid player is 1.0 WAR Alfredo 
Martinez, their second highest is the BBA’s worst recent tragedy, and 
their third highest plays for Calgary. Oof. Just ten players make more 
than $1 million for Louisville, who, by the way, has the league’s top rated 
farm system. Do they have a chance at all with superstar kid Semei 
Kwakou hitting on the roster, or will they also be hit by a semi? 
 
Kwakou, of course, was the first player in the BBA to win both the Joe 
Gillstrom and Sawyer Silk Awards in a single year since Alfredo Salazar 
in 2025, and just the fourth overall. Two of those players, Frank Thomas 
III and Ross White, were immediate Hall of Famers. Salazar is still 
playing, and he’s close to a lock for that honor as well. Kwakou was so 
good he overshadowed teammate Ronnie Hubbard, who finished 
second in the voting and was totally outstanding last year. Losing Shag 
Hopkins was harsh, especially since they didn’t have a replacement for 
him, though the Carlos Garcia signing might offset the offensive loss a 
little. Alfredo Martinez could bounce back somewhat, and the team has 
a few other interesting players like Pedro Debesa, Bob Frazier and 
Carlos Reyes. There’s a chance we see Theo Bourges this season, but 
they have enough outfielders they don’t have to rush him. 
 
Speaking of not rushing players, Louisville will have the difficult choice 
of whether to let top prospect Armando Feliciano find his way in the 
major leagues or give him some more seasoning. Feliciano could be one 
of the best pitchers in the BBA if he develops fully. You know who’s there 
already? Augusto Sanchez, who might be one of the top ten pitchers in 
the entire league right now at 23 years old. Lando Klomp is way better 
than his numbers have ever been, and they might get a real sweetheart 
deal from him. Elliott Buckland finally lived up to some of his potential 
last year in, predictably, some of the season: guy’s a walking medicine 
chest. The bullpen has a little talent in it, but few pitchers are real 
difference makers, at least at this point in their careers. 

 
The Sluggers are a fascinating team because of their outstanding farm, 
which is even more absurd if you included the Gillstroms last year. A lot 
will depend on how much they try to make a push this year with their 
young players. Seeing Bourges and Feliciano in the majors will give us 
a proper idea of the direction they’re going. However, I think they’re 
waiting for the smoke to clear. They’ll have to wait until next year to clear 
Alfredo Martinez, but don’t be surprised to see them make a huge push 

next year to the playoffs with another year for all their kids to develop and the ability to clear both 
Martinez and Contreras from the cap. I love their future and don’t hate their present, though I don’t 
see a .500 record for them this year. It’s not impossible, though, that they find themselves in the 
wild card race as early as this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOUISVILLE 

SLUGGERS 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 
Stephen Shaw 

 

 

2040 Projection: 

78-84 
 

2039 Projection: 73-89 
2039 Final: 78-84 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
Louisville shocked the world 

when word broke that they had 

signed outfielder Alfredo 

Martinez to 4 year deal worth 

up to $131,200,000…Semei 

Kwakou is going to be as good 

a right fielder as any in the 

BBA…The Louisville team is 

dangerous offensively, but are 

going to struggle to keep 

opposing teams from scoring. 

Expect a big improvement this 

season from Louisville as the 

kids become men, but expect 

an even bigger relevance jump 

in 2040.  
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FRICK LEAGUE Heartland Division 

 
Des Moines was sort of my worst miss of last year, but bear with me: this 
one wasn’t that shocking. The Kernels were easily the luckiest team in 
the Frick League last year and had only Charm City and Brooklyn as 
rivals for pure luck in terms of wins and losses: their Pythagorean record 
of 69-93 falls much closer to where I had them. Their whole pitching staff 
combined for a WAR of 3.1 last year, less than 99-loss Vancouver ace 
Jose Arellano. And the coin flip worked for them on nearly everyone on 
their hitting roster: all of their marginal players all had positive WAR 
numbers, plus Alan Williamson became a legitimate star. If this doesn’t 
sound like a sunny outlook for this team, you might have read my Des 
Moines previews before – in any year. 
 
Few lineups are blessed with as much blah as the Des Moines lineup 
has in it. You could do worse than blah: their mediocrity is perhaps a sort 
of hidden benefit. Two players who were much better than average last 
year were veterans Jorge Rodriguez and Gerardo Guzman, but that’s 
not saying much. One player who might be legitimately better than blah 
is Lucio De La Cruz, who scouts say improved leaps and bounds this 
offseason over his very pedestrian debut. I can’t imagine they get 
anyone who puts up 3 WAR this year other than maybe De La Cruz, but 
maybe the offense doesn’t fall off that far.  It would look better with 
potential star Alan Williamson, but he’s out for basically the season. 
 
However, Des Moines’ pitching, as mentioned, isn’t going much of 
anywhere either. Juan Garcia is an interesting prospect and threw 30 

intriguing innings last year; he 
could surprise. Top prospect 
Don Smith was legitimately 
rushed, so let’s hope it doesn’t 

throw off his development. 
Duane Coutts has been 
shockingly solid for the team 
for two straight years; let’s go 
for three. Rest of the rotation: 
good luck. The bullpen isn’t a 
tire fire, and there’s a 
legitimate star there in Jose 

Castro: exactly the opposite profile you’d want from a team that’s not 
contending, except that Castro makes $500 K and is a phenomenal 
trade commodity. 

 
I like the Des Moines farm better than the top 100 rankings (though 
probably worse than the top 200) and they do have some superb 
pitching prospects in Timmy Karnes and Greg Palmer. If those two along 
with Don Smith develop, this could be a very scary team for a very long 
time. Scarier is the idea that they rush all of them to the majors and none 
of them ever reach their potential. The Kernels need to get the idea out 

of their head that every year is a year they can contend. Des Moines last made the playoffs in – 
still not a typo – 2008. Can’t seem to remember what the definition of insanity is, but if anyone 
remembers, by all means send it forward.  (It might be writing unpaid previews for over 20 
calendar years, as I have.) In the meantime, here’s some life coach advice. You’re welcome. 

 

DES MOINES 

KERNELS 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 

Edward Murphy 
 

 

2040 Projection: 

69-93 
 

2039 Projection: 61-101 
2039 Final: 75-87 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
Des Moines, like many teams 

in the BBA, wasn’t as bad as 

their record suggested, but that 

ignores the much bigger point 

that Des Moines was, indeed, 

bad. Again…Shortstop Alan 

Williamson, who looks 

legitimately good, was next; if 

he can pick his average up 

above .223, Williamson is a 

potential All-Star…You’d think 

a team this bad has a really 

good farm, but after their top 

seven prospects there’s really 

just not much there. They need 

a lot more than just the seven 

prospects, because this team 

is broke, and some 

independent rating systems 

have them in the bottom third 

in the league.  

 

https://stephenhilgart.com/3-ways-to-know-when-should-you-pull-the-plug-and-try-something-else/


Page 32 

FRICK LEAGUE Heartland Division 

 
Last year, I wrote that Twin Cities could consider a rebuild by dealing 
away some of their better contracts. Albert Gaona, sadly for them, opted 
out of his deal, and they did indeed deal Chris Kelly to Jacksonville for 
four prospects, an obvious win-win since Kelly was entirely outstanding 
for the Hurricanes in the playoffs. This likely marks the beginning of a 
complete rebuild for the River Monsters, something which might 
continue this year and might take a while, but was probably better than 
trying to battle forward. Twin Cities had a 71-91 Pythagorean record last 
year: how far will the River Monsters fall in 2040? 
 
Twin Cities really don’t have anything much in the rotation or the bullpen 
without Kelly, a sure sign that he should have been on his way out the 
door before another arm injury, or worse, lumping and leaving them with 
the bill. If your best starter pitched for Des Moines last year, you might 
not have a best starter, and that’s Ragnar Lothbrok. Jerry Coyle has 
been consistently mediocre, and that’s not too bad. Esteban Sanchez is 
an interesting signing, as he’s been pretty good in Wichita. They’re the 
latest to run out the ghost of Luis Soto: good luck. Dan Woodside is their 
only good reliever, but he is in fact very good. They should try to trade 
him as soon as possible: rebuilding teams rarely benefit from good 
relievers: Woodside was outstanding. 
 
Their offense is a little better than their pitching staff, but it’s not exactly 
inspiring me to write the same thing as I wrote about Madison. Sang-duk 
Sim would be a good rental for someone this year, as the 2037 batting 
champ will probably want close to nine figures to re-sign in Twin 
Cities. Ricardo Aragon has to feel kinda used by now: they’ve been 
playing him out of position at second base way too often. The team must 
be hoping for huge seasons from Lloyd Braun and Ray Cooper so they 
opt out, but I wouldn’t bet that either will. It’s not a good lineup: even if 
everyone plays to capacity we’re not talking about anything but a 7th 
place offense. 
 
So how much better is their farm? Well, the River Monsters, after the 
Kelly move, now have fourteen players in the top 200 prospects. Even 
more of a relief than that is that the team will get out from under $40 
million in salaries next year when they decline on Xue-qin Man, who is 
far past his expiration date on this team. I probably wouldn’t keep Yann 
Legrand or Alberto Benitez, either, which would push their payroll below 
$50 million and give them a really good chance to start really clearing 
out the team and searching for productive long-term deals to start 
building around. Their catcher, Sim, might be one of those deals, but 
they shouldn’t feel pressure to re-sign him: it’s going to take a while. For 
this year, they have just enough offense and signed just enough pitching 
to keep out of 100 losses. Maybe. 

 

 

 

 
  

 
TWIN CITIES 

RIVER 

MONSTERS 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 

Scott Piccoli 
 

 

2040 Projection: 

64-98 
 

2039 Projection: 77-85 
2039 Final: 74-88 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
The River Monsters aren’t flush 

with starting pitchers; this year,  

they’re hoping that prospects 

Manuel Gonzalez and 

Raymond Ortiz produce this 

year well enough to keep them 

in games. Their bullpen is a bit 

on the weaker side other than 

Lorenzo de’ Medici as well, 

though they should be fine in 

the late innings…Twin Cities 

isn’t strong on the farm and 

therefore has a lot of tough 

decisions to make, but they 

also have some of the best 

contracts in the BBA. Chris 

Kelly for $15.7 per year? Sign 

me up. With all the good deals, 

Twin Cities could consider a 

rebuild 
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ATLANTIC DIVISION 

 
This is a tough season to write a big picture outlook on the Atlantic Division 
as with the movement that occurred due to expansion it’s somewhat 
anybody’s guess how exactly this finishes in October. Based on thorough 
evaluations of each team, expect Rockville to continue their winning ways 
and taking the Atlantic once again, however not without some nail biting at 
the end, as New Orleans is likely to finish directly behind them.  
 
After those two clubs, one might be hard-pressed betting on any other team 
to make the playoffs, including defending Landis champion Jacksonville. 
  
Charlotte is entering their first season in the league as one of two 
expansions clubs, which led to the entire reshuffling of the deck, so 
naturally it’d be anything but a surprise to see them making it to the 
playoffs. 
 
Atlantic City and Montreal are both still in rebuilding modes, although 
Atlantic City didn’t make as many strides forward last year as some 
expected. Until they prove otherwise, you have to leave the Gamblers 
down the ladder. 
 
That leaves Brooklyn and Charm City, both who have been rebuilding for a 
few seasons now. They appear to be neck-and-neck in the rebuild, but 
Jimmies seemed to signify a “win now” mentality after the pre-season 
signing of veteran shortstop Mark Wareham, however a devastating 
season-ending injury to starting pitcher Thiongo Muiru could delay their 
plans for yet another year.  
 

-Justin Niles 

 

 

 

2040 Projected Standings W L 

Rockville Pikemen 94 68 

New Orleans Crawdads 93 69 

Jacksonville Hurricanes 86 76 

Brooklyn Robins 79 83 

Charm City Jimmies 79 83 

Charlotte Cougars 70 92 

Atlantic City Gamblers 69 93 

Montreal Blazers 64 98 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE Atlantic Division 

 

OFFSEASON RECAP 

Acquisitions Departures 

Player WAR Player WAR 

  3B Blake 1.6 

  RF Zang 1.6 

 
THE SKINNY 
Well, it’s been a boring offseason for Rockville but with little cap room 
comes little movement. That’s not to say little movement is a bad thing 
as this is the team to beat in the Johnson League Atlantic Division. 
They won 95 games last season and appear to be well on their way to 
another 90+ win season. Who’s to doubt the Pikemen until proven 
otherwise? Expect Rockville to win the Atlantic with New Orleans 
nipping at their ass. 
 

THINGS TO KNOW  
(1) Rockville returns four members to its well-known pitching rotation 
that compiled a 23.2 WAR last season along with a lineup with very little 
holes. New starting third baseman Vincente Archuleta may struggle at 
the hot corner defensively as he demonstrated in a limited role last 
season (5 errors in 30 games, -1.8 Zone Rating). 
 
(2) There is an outside shot that Julio Barajas begins playing right field 
this season after the loss of Yi-Ke Zang and with top prospect first 
baseman Bing-De Zhao knocking on the door. Manuel Moreno would 
likely move to designated hitter to allow Zhao to thrive at first base. 
 

BAROMETER READINGS 
RISING: Would we expect anything else 
from a Rockville shortstop than what Pedro 
Diaz provided last season at the age of 21?  
His 4.0 WAR showcased just how good his 
glove is along with his work at the plate. 
 
FALLING: Place a bet that Rogerio 
Vazquez will not be a starter in Rockville 
when August hits. The waiver wire pick up 
from last year likely gets moved to another 
team in need a starter, possibly for a 
bullpen pitcher. 
 
SLEEPER: Manuel Rivera will have the full season in center field this 
year and expect to see him put up a WAR of 3.0 after just 0.1 in 2039. 
Rivera is better than last year’s 84 OPS+ and will showcase that this 
season. 

 
 

  

 
ROCKVILLE 

PIKEMEN 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 
Aaron Weiner 

 

 

2040 Projection: 

94-68 
 

2039 Projection: 102-60 
2039 Final: 95-67 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
It’s easy to say that Rockville 

has been the “daddy” of the 

division for quite some 

time…Starting with the 

rotation obviously Dempster, 

Cannon & Marin are a 

unforgettable “big 3” that 

makes taking any series from 

Rockville…Rockville is going 

to win this division this year. 

They may not win it by 30 

games as they did last 

season, but they are going to 

keep the band together, and 

win over 100 games yet again.  

My prediction is that they also 

will win their 3rd Landis 

Trophy in 4 seasons as 

nobody is going to be able to 

hold off the pitching trio nor 

the offense. 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE Atlantic Division 

 

OFFSEASON RECAP 

Acquisitions Departures 

Player WAR Player WAR 

C Tobias 3.8 2B Gillstrom 4.9 

C Barrera 2.0 C Brewer 4.1 

RF Gonzales 1.9 CF Gagne 3.4 

  CL Whitaker 2.7 

  P Delgado 1.0 

 

THE SKINNY 
It has been a fairly quiet off-season in New Orleans, but maybe they 
didn’t need anything? Okay, you can’t lose over 16 WAR and not need 
anything but the Crawdads are pretty close as the only thing they really 
have a weakness now is proven production up the middle at catcher, 
second base and shortstop. [Editor’s note: Late into spring training, 
GM Jim Roberts decided to sign not one but two solid catchers in 
Tobias and Barrera.] 
 

THINGS TO KNOW 
(1) All five starting pitchers from last year return after posting a 
combined 15.9 WAR in 2039. The club did lose closer Whitaker but it’s 
possible they can replace from within or go closer-by-committee. 
 
(2) Hank Brewer was lost in the expansion draft as well but 21-year-old 
Pedro Gomez appears as ready as ever to step into the future Hall of 
Famer’s shoes.  
 
(3) CF Xavier Rangel looks like he’s up to the task of taking over for 
Willard Gagne, who left in free agency. Rangel’s glove will be an 
instant improvement across all three outfield spots.   
 

BAROMETER READINGS 
RISING: Place your bets, Jim Armstrong will win the Nebraska Award 
this coming season. The 22-year-old has been nothing but spectacular 
since coming up in late 2038 and a stellar season with at least 17 wins 
is in the cards for 2040.  
 
FALLING: Harlan Moore will likely struggle to produce at a 
replacement-player level if he’s thrust back into full-time duty at 
shortstop. The only player who may be worst is Reynaldo Ruiz at 
second base if either can stay healthy. It wouldn’t be a bad idea for 
New Orleans to re-kick the tires on Jared Gillstrom or Reece Wareham 
if they are still free agents at the start of the year. [Editor’s note: (in 
Ron Howard’s voice) They weren’t.] 
 
SLEEPER:  Pedro Gomez is going to put together an excellent season 

behind the plate his rookie season. His lack of the long ball may keep him from winning the 
Newcomer of the Year award but he should be in the conversation.  
 

  

 
NEW ORLEANS 

CRAWDADS 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 
Jim Roberts 

 

 

2040 Projection: 

93-69 
 

2039 Projection: 85-77 
2039 Final: 92-70 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
A strong, strong rotation is the 

exact opposite of what 

Jacksonville has, which is who 

they are trying to catch…Mario 

Barrera leads the lineup in his 

sophomore season while Virgil 

Shafter will be the spark plug at 

the top of the lineup. Shafter 

slides back to left field this 

season and should make the 

outfield much better 

defensively…the squad seems 

pretty solid top to bottom and 

ready to rebound from a 

disappointing 2038 season 

when many critics thought they 

could make a run with 

Jacksonville…Could this be the 

season that Jacksonville is 

jumped by New Orleans after 

dominance the past few 

seasons?   
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JOHNSON LEAGUE Atlantic Division 

 

OFFSEASON RECAP 

Acquisitions Departures 

Player WAR Player WAR 

  SP Chien 1.9 

  SP Suzuki 1.1 

  LF Brown 1.0 

 

THE SKINNY  
Similar to Rockville, Jacksonville is 
having an off off-season with very 
little to excite fans in the acquisitions 
department. Also, like Rockville, a 
lack of additions doesn’t necessarily 

mean it’s a bad off-season. Hell,  
this team just won the Landis and 
only lost 4.0 WAR? Why would they 
go out and sign someone they don’t 
need? But know knows, maybe the 
decision to stay-pat will ultimately 
cost them a playoff spot. 
 

THINGS TO KNOW 
(1) Chris Kelly and, maybe most importantly, stud closer Peter Grady 
both return to Jacksonville for the 2040 season but the club did lose 
two starting pitchers that will need replaced. Kelile Chimanga is likely 
to be asked to start again for the club, as well as mediocre Juan Jose 
Fuentes. 
 
(2) Offensively, everybody returns to the club except in left. Juan 
Ramirez looks like he’s capable of taking over for the departure of 
Brown. 
 

BAROMETER READINGS 
RISING: The choice is obvious: Brett White is going to have a monster 
rebound season. He posted 6.1 WAR in 2038 and followed that up by 
a 0.1 WAR in 2039 at the age of 23. What the hell? Expect White to 
make up for the off-season team-loss of 4.0 WAR all by himself in 
2040.  
 
FALLING: William Hardy posted a 2.6 WAR last season and will not 
repeat that. Look for this to drop down by a full 1.0 WAR or more as 
Hardy is not as good defensively or at the plate as he was last season. 
I expect his walks and runs to both drop in half. 
 
SLEEPER: Is there really a sleeper on a young team like this? 

Edgardo Encarnacion looks like the best bet to break out this year. His batting average could 
rise and his defense has only gotten better. When he gets on-base, he is quick enough to steal 
a base as well and if he sees more green lights to run, his career high of 15 stolen bases could 
easily be doubled this year.  

 

  

 
JACKSONVILLE 

HURRICANES 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 
Tyler Simmons 

 

 

2040 Projection: 

86-76 
 

2039 Projection: 91-71 
2039 Final: 87-75 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
Jacksonville kicked the off-

season off with a bang by 

signing two free agent pitchers 

to a total of 9 years and 

$63,000,000. Taisuke Suzuki & 

Zhi-zin Chein are both players 

expected to take part in the 

rotation this season and 

potentially frontline it…In the 

lineup, the young group of Brett 

White, Manuel Martinez, Rocky 

Allen, Edgardo Encarnacion, 

and Jose Zuniga are going to 

lead this squad for several 

seasons and should be able to 

make up for the clear pitching 

woes…I think that the 

Hurricanes find a way to win 

enough games to win the 

division and hold off the others, 

making the playoffs for the 10th 

straight season.  

 



Page 37 

JOHNSON LEAGUE Atlantic Division 

 

OFFSEASON RECAP 

Acquisitions Departures 

Player WAR Player WAR 

SP Georges 1.3 2B Garcia 2.6 

SP Blues 0.9 RP Joe 0.8 

RP Valesco 0.4 C Marrero 0.5 

  2B Arbizo 0.5 

  SP Jackson 0.5 

  SP Ciccolella -0.6 

 

THE SKINNY 
Brooklyn surprised many last year during what was a full rebuild year 
by nearly finishing with a .500 record and being in contention for a 
wildcard throughout. This year they haven’t done much to change that 
contention. Look for Brooklyn to once again hover around .500 but for 
defense to be the biggest weakness on this club.  
 

THINGS TO KNOW 
(1) Brooklyn has all sorts of new faces on the field, as hyped prospect 
Felipe Vega should be the new left fielder while Wyle Tupin is likely 
taking over for the departing Ignacio Marrero behind the plate. Andre 
Georges and Elwood Blues have a shot at rotation spots made opened 
by the departures of Corey Jackson and Tavio Ciccolella. 
 
(2) Does anyone know who is going to play first? Luzvimindo Arbizo 
played 119 games last season at first but is no longer on the team. GM 
Alan Ehlers may have to give the opening to Clarence Kirkpatrick, as 
young Art O’Brien is simply not ready yet for the majors. 
 

BAROMETER READINGS 
RISING: Pitcher Juan Rodriguez is on the rise for the Robins. He’s just 
21 and in over twenty games last season accumulated a 1.6 WAR. 
Look for that number to reach 3.0 this coming season as Rodriguez will 
have a full season in the Brooklyn. 
 
FALLING: Juan Sweetworld is entering his age 30 season in center 
field and a repeat of his 2.5 WAR from last season seems unlikely. 
Expect Sweetworld’s production to sink down to around the 1.0 range 
while making a whopping $19M this season. 
 
SLEEPER: 2B Richard Drouin is going to break out with at least 2.5 
WAR this coming season. He finished last year worse than a 
replacement level player, but expect big things from him in 2040. 

  

 
BROOKLYN 

ROBINS 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 
Alan Ehlers 

 

 

2040 Projection: 

79-83 
 

2039 Projection: 58-104 
2039 Final: 79-83 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
Ah yes, Brooklyn. It goes 

without saying that this team is 

in a complete rebuild but not all 

hope is lost. Well, it is for the 

2039 season, but the rebuild is 

quickly taking shape…The 

cavalry is on its way however 

as Brooklyn has gone from not 

having a single top 100 

prospect and being ranked 

among the bottom in farm 

system rankings to now having 

3 top 100 prospects in 

Espinosa (62), Vega (85), and 

Ramos (94)…While I think they 

have accelerated their rebuild, I 

think they take a step back in 

BBA record this season 

because of that. I expect only 

58 wins for Brooklyn followed 

by seasons of increases from 

there on out.  
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JOHNSON LEAGUE Atlantic Division 

 

OFFSEASON RECAP 

Acquisitions Departures 

Player WAR Player WAR 

SS Wareham 4.4 C Barrera 1.8 

SP Manceau 3.6 LF Lacaze 1.2 

LF Cuervo 2.3   

SP Perales -0.1   

 

THE SKINNY  
Led by the duo of Joaquin Hebner and Mario Guerrer, Charm City looks 
much like the team they fielded last season except they are now a year 
older and the young team has had a chance to develop a bit more. 
They should finish closer to .500 this season, especially if Mark 
Wareham performs as he did last season. Despite the club’s top 
prospects being still a few seasons away from contributing, Charm City 
should hold its own and improve off last season’s 77-85 record. 
 

THINGS TO KNOW 
(1) Pitching could be a big strength for this Charm City team, starting 
with 21-year-old future ace Jorge Nevarez. The Jimmies’ rotation could 
have combine for a WAR of 15 or so. They also have a solid bullpen 
with presumably Fernando Marquez being handed the rock in the 9th 
although Jose Salas is just as good of an option at closer. 
 
(2) Peadar McIihome finished last season with a 0.8 WAR over 246 PA 
and is the only catcher on the active roster right now. Quinton Lara, 21, 
has a great chance to start the season with the big club as the back-up 
despite a rough season in AAA last year. Prospect Ron Shiplack 
appears to be a year or two away from the starting catching job in 
Charm City. 
 

BAROMETER READINGS 
RISING: 2B/OF William Drew is going to have a big year. His 
.222/.271/.409 triple line (-0.2 WAR) left much to be desired, but look for 
a huge increase in production as he will approach .280/.330/.570 this 
season. 
 
FALLING: The sun is setting on Carlton Winson. He was able to put 
together a 1.8 WAR last season but look for him to be closer to a 
replacement level player this season, as his OPS+ continues to drop. 
He is signed through 2041 in what will likely be the end of his BBA 
career. 
 
SLEEPER: He has to stay healthy but starting pitcher Alfredo Perales is 
going to have a big season. The 24-year-old hasn’t played a full season 
since 2037 when he put up a 2.0 WAR. A huge jump is coming, 

somewhere in the park of 3.5 WAR, which would make his free ageny signing a major coup by 
Charm City. 

  

 
CHARM CITY 

JIMMIES 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 
Branden Slouck 

 

 

2040 Projection: 

79-83 
 

2039 Projection: 75-87 
2039 Final: 77-85 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
Whether you think Carlton 

Winson is overpaid or not, you 

can’t ignore his 4.9 WAR and 

44 hoem runs last season 

along with his OBP of .370.... 
Charm City will be idle this 

season, and although the fan 

base may not want it, some 

have to hope for Winson to 

opt out, and be ready to take 

the division by storm as 

Rockville begins  

losing pieces of its dynasty 

worthy roster.  

2039 is not the season for 

Charm City, although a 

predicted 75 wins is a move in 

the right direction. I firmly 

expect by the 2040 season 

that Charm City will eclipse 

.500 and be a wildcard 

contender. 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE Atlantic Division 

 

THE SKINNY 
Welcome to the Brewster, Charlotte! Or welcome back, as one of the 
original franchises of the league was the Charlotte Knights, who moved 
to Greenville in 1981 then eventually became the Jacksonville 
Hurricanes. But this is a new era of Charlotte baseball, one will 
definitely not win 100 games in 2040, but probably won’t lose 100 
either. 
 

THINGS TO KNOW 
(1) Hey, this team looks okay offensively! Scouring through a projected 
lineup for Charlotte, this team does not look half-bad, with the lineup 
that should be better than some of the league’s worst of the past few 
seasons. 
 
(2) The pitching staff could use some work, but that’s not a surprise for 
an expansion team in an already pitching starved league. If Maxence 
Mace is your ace, you’re in trouble. A likely result for the rotation is a 
combined 6.0-7.0 WAR between them. Jesus Arche is a fine option at 
closer, but save opportunites will be few and far between this inaugural 
season.  
 

 

BAROMETER READINGS 
RISING: This club is going to appreciate a player like Sancho Castillo this season. He’ll 
probably hit south of .250 and his slugging percentage won’t be great, but he seems like the 

kind of guy who can get it done if he shows 
the effort. Castillo, 22, should be able to hold 
his own at the plate and field for the Cougars. 
 
FALLING: Aloysius Gonzaga can field with 
the best of them but Charlotte is going to 
need runs just as much as trying to keep runs 
off the board. With a group of talented 
outfielders defensively, Gonzaga could end 
up the odd man out with a bat that will 
unlikely match those of Jaime Geerdinkck 
and Dax Norris. 
 

SLEEPER: Gerardo Ridder, ever heard of him? He hasn’t had consistent at-bats in years but 
this is a guy who has averaged 34 per season over the course of his career. Even at age 35, 
Ridder has a real chance to add to his impressive career WAR total and retire with over 70, a 

bar many believe is needed for Hall of Fame induction.   

 
CHARLOTTE 

COUGARS 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 
Brett Golden 

 

 

2040 Projection: 

70-92 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE Atlantic Division 

 

OFFSEASON RECAP 

Acquisitions Departures 

Player WAR Player WAR 

C Hopkins 5.1 SP Alicea 2.7 

RP Souza 1.7 SS Braun 2.3 

C Camacho 0.3 SP Georges 1.3 

  SP Marin -0.2 

 

THE SKINNY 
Atlantic City underwhelmed many last season after coming in with high 
expectations. Save for signing Shag Hopkins in free agency to be the 
starting catcher, there hasn’t been a whole lot of improvement. Another 
losing season in Atlantic City appears in the books. 
 

THINGS TO KNOW 
(1) Who is going to play shortstop this year? Lloyd Braun is gone after 
spending the past two seasons in Atlantic City. The Gamblers currently 
do not have another shortstop on the BBA roster and the most 
seasoned one in the minors appears to be Fernando Rodriguez, who is 
far from ready. 
 
2.) There are tons of questions surrounding the Gamblers’ rotation 
heading into the new season. Last year’s #1 and #2 starters, Julio 
Alicea and Andre Georges, are no longer on the team after being 
selected in the expansion draft. Atlantic City has some guys in AA who 
could pitch in the BBA this year such as Jorge Alvarado, Elijah 
Campos, and Jung-Jun Park however leapfrogging AAA for young 
pitchers can be a tough task.  

 
BAROMETER READINGS 
RISING: Millard Younger put together another great season last year in 
his sophomore campaign, slugging 32 home runs to go with a 5.7 
WAR. The 22-year-old is already a star in the league and is only going 
to get better. 
 
FALLING: 3B Bucky Dornster is likely playing his last season with 
Atlantic City in 2040, as he’s showing signs of age (32) after putting 
together his worst season at the plate in seven years. Don’t expect this 
season to be better for him, in fact another drop off in production 
wouldn’t be surprising. 
 

SLEEPER: Adrian Salazar had a disappointing season last year despite a 112 OPS+. Look for 
Salazar to bounce back and hit 40 home runs this year while getting his batting average near 
.300 again. 

 

  

 
ATLANTIC CITY 

GAMBLERS 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 
Joshua Biddle 

 

 

2040 Projection: 

69-93 
 

2039 Projection: 82-80 
2039 Final: 65-97 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
First, they signed 2B Lloyd 

Braun to a 5 year contract 

worth $40M. Then, 4 days 

later, they signed pitcher Julio 

Alicea to a 6 year/$53M deal. 

In January, they spent another 

$34M on a 4 year pact with SP 

Celio Marin. Now, in March 

they signed a 1 year deal with 

top tier shortstop Reece 

Wareham on a $18.5M 

deal…This team is going to 

compete due to their free agent 

signings. They have improved 

quite a bit. I predict a 82-80 

record with a wildcard spot 

come October. 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE Atlantic Division 

 

OFFSEASON RECAP 

Acquisitions Departures 

Player WAR Player WAR 

1B Rhoades 3.7 RP Reyes 1.3 

3B Nakanishi 2.8 C Flores 1.2 

2B Soto 2.0 SP Isaza 1.0 

C Logan 2.0 SP Lopez 1.0 

SP Suzuki 1.1 1B Dale -1.1 

 

THE SKINNY 
Montreal failed to meet even the modest of expectations last season, 

drunk walking to a 61-101 record. Pitching was a big downfall  
for the club in 2039, as there was 
not much beyond Vicente Lopez 
and Jesus Lopez. Taisuke Suzuki 
was just as a free agent from 
Jacksonville but he’s likely not the 
answer. Look for Montreal to 
struggle again this season, however 
improve on last year’s record thanks 
to the fourth-most gained WAR 
during the off-season amongst non-
expansion clubs. 
 

THINGS TO KNOW 
(1) It looks like the decision was made over the winter to stretch Drees 
Geestman out into a starter and place him into the rotation. Geestman 
recorded eighteen saves last year for the club but ninth inning duties 
will now fall to Arturo Trinidad. 
 
(2) The calvary on the way but it won’t arrive in 2040. Wagaw Fakihi is 
a shortstop who could make an impact one day along with the potential 
superstar Jim Antolin. On the mound Jorge Moreno will probably be 
the next pitcher called to duty. The future actually does look bright in 
Montreal. 
 

BAROMETER READINGS 
RISING: RF Kevin MacKeith is the heart and soul of this team. He had 
a good year last season, and it’s important that Montreal get somebody 
to hit with him so that his talent isn’t wasted. 

 
FALLING: Vincente Chavez is well past his prime and is in the final year of his contract. He is 
32 but this is likely it for him as he will likely post another negative WAR season. 
 
SLEEPER: General Manager Kevin Spencer’s decision to let Geestman start is a sneaky one 
that could be a big one for Montreal. Is he going to get them into the playoffs? No, but he very 
well may win 10+ games and have a WAR in the 2.5 or 3.0 range, a number that would go a 
long way to stabilizing Montreal’s horrendous pitching. 
 

  

 
MONTREAL 

BLAZERS 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 
Kevin Spencer 

 

 

2040 Projection: 

64-98 
 

2039 Projection: 78-84 
2039 Final: 61-101 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
Montreal has a good core 

group going in the lineup of 

Benjamin Dale, Juan Santana 

and Kevin MacKeith who 

together combined for 12.7 

WAR last season…Speaking of 

weakness, the pitching on this 

club could be what is going to 

keep them from winning 82 

games…Montreal is probably a 

year away still from truly 

competing. I suspect Dale will 

become trade bait through the 

season and be dealt for 

prospects. 
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FRONTIER DIVISION 

The Frontier appears to be where the meat is this year and could possibly 
have four of their teams make the post-season. Projections show just one 
team finishing less than 80 wins, a true testament to the overall strength of 
the division. That said, even rebuilding Wichita could finish above .500 if 
stud shortstop Jim Gouzzie breaks out and the front office makes a move 
or two. Look for Mexico City to finish 2040 as champions of the Frontier in a 
very close three-team race involving Edmonton and Phoenix.  
 
Edmonton and Phoenix should earn wildcard spots, and a third will come 
from the Frontier by way of Calgary. If all things fall into place for the 
Pioneers, they could win the division but for now, a wildcard spot is a safe 
bet. 
 
New GM Brett Schroeder has big shoes to fill in Las Vegas but a return to 
the post-season is unlikely in his first year in command.  
 
San Antonio looks deadly with their young rotation. While a strong showing 
is to be expected from the Outlaws, it just won’t be enough to capture one 
of the final Johnson League wildcard spots. 
 
That leaves Boise as the other bottom feeder with 80 wins, yes, 80 wins. 
It’s unfortunate to think that 80 wins could result in a seventh-place finish, 
but this division is very evenly matched and all the Frontier teams could 
beat the heck out of each other while feasting on the Atlantic division the 
rest of the time.  
 

-Justin Niles 
 

 

 

 

 

2040 Projected Standings W L 

Mexico City Aztecs 92 90 

Edmonton Jackrabbits 90 72 

Phoenix Talons 90 72 

Calgary Pioneers 87 75 

Las Vegas Hustlers 86 76 

San Antonio Outlaws 83 79 

Boise Spuds 80 82 

Wichita Aviators 77 85 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE Frontier Division 

 

OFFSEASON RECAP 

Acquisitions Departures 

Player WAR Player WAR 

    
 

THE SKINNY  
Hmm…A completely clean slate. They have signed nobody. They have 
lost nobody. They won 90 games last season, so it should be safe to 
assume they will win 90 games this year? Except, well, realignment 
happened which is going to drive this number one way or the other. It’s 
likely the new division helps Mexico City actually and they wind up with 
92 wins this year (eight of which will likely come the last three days of 
the season because of rainouts).  
 

THINGS TO KNOW 
(1) The offense returns with all nine starters that managed to each 
accumulate at least 1.3 WAR last season. Only two starters had an 
OPS+ under league average but both clearly made up for it with plus-
defense. 
 
(2) So we know the offense is good, but the pitching staff was equally 
as impressive, with four starters finishing with at least 2.9 WAR and a 
bullpen featuring three guys over 1.4 WAR, including a 3.1 WAR-
season from Gerard Wagner (23 saves, 11 wins). 
 
(3) Despite going to the playoffs for the last five seasons, Mexico City 
has yet to win a title in that time. Eventually everything has to click, 
right? 
 

BAROMETER READINGS 
RISING: Dashiell Faireborn is a star defensively and is probably a 
better hitter than his 2039 statistics show. Expect his OPS to come up 
by 40 points and his WAR to reach 3.0. 
 
FALLING: This will be unpopular but Gipper Kengos is in line for a 
rough season in the league this year. Don’t expect him to fall off 
defensively but at the plate, he will not repeat what he did last season, 
which was a down year offensively as well. Look for his OPS+ to drop 
under 100 as his batting average falls to the mid .270’s. 
 

SLEEPER: Dan Forsyth struggled last season to a 7-13 record with a 5.81 ERA. Expect a 
reversal this season to a 12-7 record and an ERA that hovers around 4.00. He’s much better 
than he showcased last season and a turnaround in 2040 may be the difference between 
another early playoff exit for Mexico City or a Landis Memorial Series victory. 
 

  

 
MEXICO CITY 

AZTECS 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 
Fred Holmes 

 

 

2040 Projection: 

92-70 
 

2039 Projection: 92-70 
2039 Final: 90-72 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
After last year’s division win, 

Mexico City has now made the 

playoffs the past 4 seasons, 

and this season should be no 

different. Look for them to be 

playing ball in October once 

again…The starting rotation is 

as good as any rotation in the 

division, and Pedro Castillo 

should do a fine job of taking 

the rock in the ninth inning and 

closing out games for the 

squad…Barring injury, Mexico 

City should expect to win 

roughly the same amount of 

games as last season and be 

playing into October.  
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JOHNSON LEAGUE Frontier Division 

 

OFFSEASON RECAP 

Acquisitions Departures 

Player WAR Player WAR 

SP Flores 3.6 2B Soto 2.1 

2B Thealer 3.1 2B Martinez 2.1 

SP Alicea 2.7 OF Dalrymple 2.0 

2B Raider 1.5 SP Terry 1.5 

OF Machiavelli 1.1   

 

THE SKINNY 
In 2039, Edmonton was a letdown to pre-season prognosticators for 
much of the year after winning the Landis the season prior. But thanks 
to improved play in the second-half of the year, the Jackrabbits 
squeezed into the playoffs. Many changes in the off-season have them 
set them up for another push this year, if not reach the 90-win mark as 
well. 
 

THINGS TO KNOW 
(1) Edmonton made the big splashes in free agency signing two 
starting pitchers to bolster a staff that had a 4.53 ERA last season. 
Rotations that can compare to the Jackrabbits’ 1-4 guys are hard to 

come across, a sign of just how good the pitching 
staff can be. 
 
(2) GM Chris Robillard made a big move just before 
spring training that brought in Mons Raider, Jharod 
Thealer and Noccolo Machiavelli. Only Robillard 
knows what his team plans to do with these players 
since Edmonton already have a surplus at those 

players’ positions, but you  
can never go wrong with adding talent and figuring 
it out later. 
 

BAROMETER READINGS 
RISING: Yi-Ke Hsiao is going to be a talented player for this club for 
years to come. Expect him to increase his WAR by a full 2 points this 
season from 0.9 to nearly 3.0. 
 
FALLING: John Garcia is probably going to end up the odd man out in 
the crowded Edmonton outfield, so he’s an easy player to pick here. 
He had 23 home runs last season but don’t expect him to reach 425 
plate appearances again this year. 
 
SLEEPER: Fernando Cruz had a rough season last year seeing his 
batting average drop almost 40 points and his slugging percentage 

follow suit by dropping nearly 70 points. Cruz has a real chance to rebound in a big way this 
year and help this club reach it’s potential.  
 

  

 
EDMONTON 

JACKRABBITS 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 
Chris Robillard 

 

 

2040 Projection: 

90-72 
 

2039 Projection: 90-72 
2039 Final: 83-80 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
This season, the Jackrabbits 

look primed to repeat as a 

playoff team…It almost seems 

impossible that second 

baseman Steven Collins III 

hasn’t hit his ceiling yet, but the 

third baseman could be a once 

in a generation player, and 

scarier as a good second 

baseman…The pitching staff is 

also a major force. Bobby 

Lynch, is the active leader in 

baserunners/9IP, Jubal Troop 

led the JL in strikeouts last 

season, his second strikeout 

crown, and Jesus Ramos had a 

huge season for the 

Jackrabbits last year…the 

Jackrabbits should be a very 

good team again, and could 

surely win another title in 2039. 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE Frontier Division 

 

OFFSEASON RECAP 

Acquisitions Departures 

Player WAR Player WAR 

SP Behner 2.5 SP Maneau 3.6 

  SP Blues 0.9 

 

THE SKINNY  
Phoenix won 92 games last year despite losing All-Star Thad Meyer for 
over 100 games after a May ACL injury. Maxime Manceau is gone 
from the rotation but they picked up an arguably better pitcher in 
Egbert Behner. This team didn’t do much this off-season, but it’s 
another team that didn’t need to do much. Look for Phoenix to stick 
around 90 wins again this year. 
 

THINGS TO KNOW 
(1) Phoenix is on a string of three straight postseason appearances, 
mostly due to improved pitching. Thanks to a team ERA dropping from 
5.30 to 4.16, the team has survived seeing their own team batting 
average drop every year since 2036.  
 
(2) Phoenix has several good prospects in its farm system, however 
most are in Single and Double A. Juan Mateo is probably ready when 
he is called upon. It is likely that Meyer will see his time in a Talons 
uniform come to an end and dealt soon based on the outfielder 
prospects coming up through this system. 
 

BAROMETER READINGS 
RISING: Pankratz Isekenmeir will get his first shot at the big leagues 
this year, so expect big things out of him. Look for the 20-year-old to 
put together a good freshman season of 3.0 WAR or higher. 
 
FALLING: Cisco Arreola is probably in his swan song years as the 36-
year-old is likely playing his final season in Phoenix. His OPS+ is 
starting to fall, as are his defensive abilities. Don’t be shocked if the 
likely future Hall of Famer fails to repeat his 3.0 WAR output from last 
year. 
 
SLEEPER: Meyer is the obvious comeback player nominee here after 
his 2039 season-ending injury before Memorial Day. If he is himself at 
the plate and in the field again, the production in right field alone may 
push this team to eclipse last year’s total. 

 

  

 

PHOENIX 

TALONS 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 

Sean Marko 
 

 

2040 Projection: 

90-72 
 

2039 Projection: 87-75 
2039 Final: 92-70 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
The team returns their entire 

rotation, if you don’t include 

LaLoosh in their rotation but 

also have Elwood Blues to slot 

in somewhere, more than likely 

at the back end as a guy who 

can go out and chew up some 

innings…The real firepower 

behind Phoenix however is 

their batting lineup and 

offensive potential. They had 7 

guys who hit more than 25 

home runs last season, despite 

not a single player driving in 

over 100 runs…Expect 

Phoenix to be just as powerful, 

if not a bit better than they were 

last season when they finished 

with a 85-77 record.  
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JOHNSON LEAGUE Frontier Division 

 

OFFSEASON RECAP 

Acquisitions Departures 

Player WAR Player WAR 

2B Bacon 1.0 3B Nakanishi 2.8 

 

THE SKINNY 
Yawn…what a boring off-season in Calgary. Almost literally nothing 
has happened of substance other than the loss of Susumu Nakanishi. 
Calgary won 85 games last season and made the playoffs for the first 
time since 2035 so maybe nothing needed to happen this off-season. 
Expect the Pioneers to once again be in the mid 80s for a win total 
come October. 
 

THINGS TO KNOW 
(1) Cristobal Hernandez (torn UCL) returns to a rotation that put 
together 13.2 WAR this past season in what will be one of the better 
staffs of 2040. If Hernandez can return to form and put together a 4-5 
WAR season, look for Calgary to make some noise in 2040. 
 
(2) “Who’s on third?” “I don’t 
know.” Calgary has a hole at 
the hot corner to fill and nobody 
on the roster shouts out that 
they are truly capable. Sure, 
Terry Rowland was acquired via 

a January trade and Robinson 
Trujillo shows promise as a 
prospect but he isn’t the 
strongest with the glove. This 
may be a position addressed 
mid-season. 
 

BAROMETER READINGS 
RISING: Liann-Wei Mao took the BBA by storm in 2039 with 39 home 
runs and 96 RBI. Look for the 22-year-old to build off that this season 
as he surpasses 48 home runs and 125 runs batted in for the 
Pioneers. 
 
FALLING: Rowland can handle third defensively but he won’t be 
batting .269/.323/.393 again this season. He may still put together a 
positive WAR with an average hovering around .250, but it won’t be 
anything game changing. 
 
SLEEPER: Can a pitcher with 52 career WAR be a sleeper? Well, 
Hernandez is coming off UCL surgery and the club won 85 games 
without him last year. If he puts together a 5.0 WAR season as he has 
in the past, this club could be dangerous and approach 90 wins. 
 

 

CALGARY 

PIONEERS 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 

Kevin Dickson 
 

 

2040 Projection: 

87-75 
 

2039 Projection: 89-73 
2039 Final: 85-77 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
Calgary made the playoffs 

eight times in ten years 

between 2026 and 2035, but 

haven’t made the playoffs since 

despite two winning records. 

With some internal 

improvement, this might be the 

year that breaks the string… 

The biggest improvements are 

likely to come on the offense, 

where Calgary is set to debut 

Werner McConnell, Jr., and 

Liann-wei Mao, two players 

who should move the dial for 

them…This is one of the best-

run franchises in the BBA, and 

I’m really not sure what they 

need to break through the 

playoff barrier. Maybe nothing. 

I’ve moved them ahead of 

Seattle but kept them behind 

Edmonton, but don’t be 

surprised to see Calgary in first 

place when the smoke clears.   
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JOHNSON LEAGUE Frontier Division 

 

OFFSEASON RECAP 

Acquisitions Departures 

Player WAR Player WAR 

SP Colbert Jr 4.7 SP Flores 3.6 

CL Whitaker 2.7 RF Oh III 3.2 

SP Chien 1.9 RF Rectenberg 2.7 

  SP Brown 2.2 

 

THE SKINNY  
A new pit boss is in town for Las Vegas as Brett Schroeder takes over 
for Matt Rectenberg, only GM Husters fans know. Expectations are 
high as the team has missed the playoffs only twice since the 2019 
season, so Schroeder has his work cut out for him. There was some 
movement in the off-season but mostly it was give-and-take. Don’t 
expect the drop off to be severe enough to keep this team from 
winning 85 games this season, yet they will ultimately miss the 
postseason and Vegas will riot. 
 

THINGS TO KNOW 
(1) Zhi-xin Chien and Abe Colbert Jr. enter the rotation replacing Josh 
Brown and Mauro Flores with expectations high. Joe Whitaker is new 
to town by way of San Antonio and will look to lock down saves for the 
storied franchise. 
 
(2) The crowded outfield got quite a bit less crowded as Sadaharu Oh 
III and Henry Rectenberg both were dealt away leaving Carlos 
Camacho, Tom Rudge and Franciso Mendez as the likely beneficiaries 
although the Italian Stallion, Girolamo L’Archibudelli, is not far away 
from contributing, as it looks like he will start the season in AAA. 
 

BAROMETER READINGS 
RISING: Tom Rudge is going to be a star for the club. His defense in 
center field along with his balanced approach at the plate will easily 
allow him to eclipse the 0.6 WAR from last season. 
 
FALLING: Miguel Rodriguez rates well by scouts in the infleld, but his 
.327 BABIP last season shows how lucky he was to hit .271. Expect 
his batting line to revert back to what it was in 2038, around low .230s. 
  
SLEEPER: 18-year-old Jesus Yan looks like he is going to be the 

starting third baseman on opening day for the club and he has serious upside. His ability to get 
on-base at such a young age and ability to steal when he does get on make him a sleeper pick 
to eclipse 3.0 WAR in his first full season. 

 

 

  

 
LAS VEGAS 

HUSTLERS 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 

Brett Schroeder 
 

 

2040 Projection: 

86-76 
 

2039 Projection: 100-62 
2039 Final: 89-73 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
While Vegas failed once again 

to win their division, which they 

still have not won since it was 

formed in 2035, they did go on 

to win the wildcard and appear 

in the Landis series last 

year…This team looks even 

better off in 2039 than they did 

in 2038 when they nearly won 

the Landis Series. If you’re 

betting on anybody to get to the 

playoffs, bet on Las Vegas as 

their 14 times in 18 seasons 

indicate their consistency. 

I will take a step further and bet 

on this team to win the Landis 

this year. 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE Frontier Division 

 

OFFSEASON RECAP 

Acquisitions Departures 

Player WAR Player WAR 

RF Zang 1.6 C Tobias 3.5 

 

THE SKINNY  
Another team who was decent in 2039 but didn’t make a ton of 
changes in the off-season. But to make the playoffs in 2040, San 
Antonio should have probably tried to improve on their 80 wins last 
year and add a player or two.  
 

THINGS TO KNOW 
(1) The club returns all five starters in the rotation, three of which are 
under the age of 23. This pitching staff could be a scary thing for 
opposing batters for many years in San Antonio, led by ace Aki Kondo. 

 
(2) The lineup isn’t anything to sneeze at 
and Yi-Ke Zang should help in 
centerfield, however the hole that was 
left at catcher with the departure of 
Antonio Tobias is one that remains open 

and likely will cause this team a playoff 
spot. 19-year-old Octavio “Dog House” 
Moreno is simply not ready and will 
struggle as starting backstop this season 
because of it. 
 

BAROMETER READINGS 
RISING: There are a number of players in San Antonio with upside but 
pitcher Ricardo Rivera looks ready to breakout. He is just 19 and 
coming off a season with limited action (five starts). Look for him to 
take the BBA by storm and be a 12+ game-winner in 2040 who 
approaches 4.5 WAR. 
 
FALLING: Angel De Castillo doesn’t seem to be slowing down at the 
age of 32 but this season could be the beginning of the end. One has 
to think the $23 million he is owed in two years becomes a thorn in the 
side for San Antonio sooner than later. 
 

SLEEPER: Remember Yrrigs Carpenter? He went from a 2.70 ERA in 2038 to a baffling 5.59 
ERA last season. His HR/9 doubled, and his WHIP increased be .50. Look for the 23-year-old to 
rebound in a big way this season and have an ERA in the low 4.00s in 2040. 
 

  

 
SAN ANTONIO 

OUTLAWS 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 

Mike Calvaruso 
 

 

2040 Projection: 

83-79 
 

2039 Projection: 86-76 
2039 Final: 80-82 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
San Antonio came seemingly 

out of nowhere last season to 

not only have their first winning 

record since 2032, but to make 

the playoffs for the first time 

since then as well…In the 

lineup, Tobias will be taking 

over the catcher role, while 

young third base prospect 

Lucio Cuellar should get the 

nod at 3rd this year…Bottom 

line, I think San Antonio puts 

together another winning 

season and makes the playoffs 

again.  
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JOHNSON LEAGUE Frontier Division 

 

OFFSEASON RECAP 

Acquisitions Departures 

Player WAR Player WAR 

C Brewer 4.3 LF Salazar 2.8 

DH Rutledge -1.0 SP Behner 2.5 

  SP Ortiz 2.1 

  RP Mace 1.3 

  CL Bakitski -1.2 

 

THE SKINNY 
Boise did as expected last season finishing under .500 this past 
season but still managed to finish with their best record since the 
introduction into the BBA in 2035. Look for Boise to build onto that 
success last season and come close to .500 this year. 
 

THINGS TO KNOW 
(1) Boise has the potential to be one of the better defensive teams in 
the league. With Dennis French in center, Hank Brewer behind the 
plate, and Motonobu Yamashita waiting in the wings to play shortstop, 
Boise could make it very tough for hitters to get on-base this year. 
 
(2) The team will need all the defense that the team can provide as 
pitching remains the biggest question mark on this club with Francisco 
Barrera and Celio Marin both slotted into the rotation after dismal 
seasons last year. 
 

BAROMETER READING 
RISING: Yunosuke Terada took a step back last season after a good 
2038. Expect him to rebound back to previous numbers and have a 40 
home run/100 RBI season. 
 
FALLING: Antonio Baca had a rough season and a rebound in 2040 
isn’t a lock. The over/under on games started for Baca with Boise has 
to be under 50 if Boise plans to compete this year. 
 
SLEEPER: The Spuds have two guys that are going to be household 
names by the end of the year: Felix Roman and Yamashita. Both are 
going to make huge impacts to this team and hopefully they aren’t held 
down in AAA too long this year, if at all. They are ready to help this 
club try to make the playoffs for the first time in franchise history. 

 

 

  

 
BOISE 

SPUDS 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 
Joe Lederer 

 

 

2040 Projection: 

80-82 
 

2039 Projection: 75-87 
2039 Final: 77-85 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
Welcome to Idaho, home of 

maybe the best player in 

baseball, Dennis French. The 

question isn’t whether French 

is going to be a superstar 

quality player this year. The 

question is whether they have 

anyone else…Their #2 starter, 

Pancho German, might be a lot 

better than he’s shown over the 

past two seasons…Their cap 

situation is fantastic; after 

Behner leaves after two years 

the team has just $43 million 

devoted in 2041. That’s 

probably Boise’s target year. 

For now, fan interest is high, 

the payroll is low, and 

expectations are, too. 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE Frontier Division 

 

OFFSEASON RECAP 

Acquisitions Departures 

Player WAR Player WAR 

SP Robinson 1.6 SP Colbert Jr. 4.7 

RP Galetto 1.3 SP Sanchez 2.5 

RP Clement 1.3 C Logan 1.8 

RP Cantrell 0.8 RP West 1.4 

RP Suarez 0.6   

 

THE SKINNY  
Wichita had one of the busier off-seasons but, not necessarily one that 
is going to benefit the team as they lost several big names to free agents. 
Sure, the added compensation picks will be nice but after finishing with 
79 wins this past season, there wasn’t enough of an improvement this 
season however the future is coming. 
 

THINGS TO KNOW 
(1) The Avaitors’ offense doesn’t scream as one to be afraid of. With 
the corner outfielders potentially being some of the weakest in the 
league, and catchers not being anything special, this team is going to 
struggle to put up runs…for now. 
 
(2) Looking at their farm system, GM Stu Hopkins has two outfielders 
(Jim Ashford and Luis Ayala) that are going to take the league by 
storm someday, along with young Jim Gouzzie, who is going to be one 
of those young elite shortstops that the league has become used to 
seeing. Time has also come for 22-year-old catcher Jason Bowen to 
make a mark in the majors. Once all of Wichita’s young talent arrives 
and starts playing together, they will instantly become one of the better 
lineups in the BBA. 
 

BAROMETER READINGS 
RISING: On a talent-starved major league roster, Gouzzie gets more 
love in this preview. If he makes the active 27-man, he could 
potentially help this club move from 79 wins to .500, but he can’t get 
them into the playoffs all by himself. 
 
FALLING: Jorge Rincon is not 
going to hit as well as he did 

last season, making the entire 
Wichita outfield pretty poor 
overall. It’s unlikely his .348 
BABIP carries over in 2040. 
 

SLEEPER: The sleeper in Wichita might be the fans if 
they have to suffer through another record under .500. 

 

 
WICHITA 

AVIATORS 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: 

Stu Hopkins 
 

 

2040 Projection: 

77-85 
 

2039 Projection : 78-84 
2039 Final: 79-83 

 
LAST YEAR’S GUIDE 

 
The lineup looks different but 

not necessarily better as most 

of the team’s players with 

potential are still kids growing 

on the farm. The team will be 

replacing the positions of first, 

third, and right field this season 

with players who are either no 

longer on the team…2040 

seems to be about the right 

time as that is when most of 

Wichita’s prospects should 

mature enough to be able to 

handle BBA pitching.  

Look for Wichita to have a 

status quo type year, and 

potentially make some noise 

heading into the off-season as 

they should have roughly $40 

million in cap room.  
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the UMEBA turns Four! 
It’s fun to remember that just a handful of years ago, the UMEBA was just 

a sparkle in Matt’s eye. Here we are in 2040, and the little Indie league that could 

is plugging away, full steam ahead in its Wild West mode, and just as hard to win 

as the rest. 

 

We took the game’s projections for this one, which is always interesting in 

that weird meta-way of using the game for anything—then gave them the old 

UMEBA once over. Here’s a quick look at what’s ahead!  
 

 

BURT LEAGUE 

 

Manama Pearls GM: Jacob Lawton 

2039 Result: 80-92, Wildcard 

 

After a wildcard season, the game says the Pearls are ready to step up a 

notch and take it all in 2040. We’re not sure about that, but it could happen. Nunez 

and Guerrero should anchor fair enough staff. If Fajardo heals well enough, it 

could turn into a stellar group. Time will tell. The offense, led by Sandro Trujillo. 

should be solid enough. Will it be solid enough to stave off Cairo is question. 
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Cairo Chariot Archers GM: Nigel Laverick 

2039: Result: 91-71, Burt League pennant 

 

Some think the Burt is Cairo’s to lose, and I admit I’m one of them. The Chariot 

Archers are considerably deeper than you average UMEBA club (five of the top 

ten hitters and three of the top ten pitchers in the division are on the Cairo roster), 

and it shows. Given injuries and GM Laverick’s BBA experience, I won’t be 

surprised to see then take another title. 

 

 

Baghdad Kings GM: Greg Herren 

2039 Result: 77-95 

 

 

Greg Herren’s training wheels come off this year, and the results are showing it. 

The club took a step up last year, and an offense led by Omaha cast-off Aymeric 

Barajas threatens to take them up another this year. The staff looks a bit 

threadbare, though. Herren is getting the cycle down, though, and if he has time to 

shepherd the team and pick up a couple pieces, Baghdad could take a step up. 

 
 

Istanbul Bosphorus GM: Jeffrey Everroad 

2039 Result: 57-105 

 

Newish GM Jeffrey Everroad has nowhere to go but up, and it looks like that’s 

exactly what he’s doing. The issue is that at 57 wins, the climb is long. As befitting 

a 57 win team, though, Everroad has been turning the roster over with several free 

agent signings. Will it be enough? Well, maybe. But we’d bet the real move 

happens in 2041. 
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BANCROFT LEAGUE 

 

 

Jersulem Hebrew Hammers: GM: Mike Simon 

2039 Result: 87-57 

 

New GM Mike Shannon came in and immediately shook up the system, rebranding 

the clubs logo into a snazzy modern piece of art. Love it. The world worries more 

about whether the Hebrew Hammers cam regain their lost glory. This new buzz, 

and an offense led by David Hall and newly signed Terrence Mack say it will. 

 

Bucharest Impalers: GM: Jim Cox  

2038 Result: 97-66, Bancroft Pennant  

 

GM Jim Cox proved his mettle last year by taking the league pennant. 

Now fans want him to prove it wasn’t a fluke. This is a balanced team 

that seems built for the long haul, and a team that could become a 

Middle East juggernaut. It could probably use some pitching, but who couldn’t? 

Bottom line to me is that this looks like a tough division…don’t count the Impalers 

out. 
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Beruit Cedars: GM: Gregg Greathouse 

2039 Result: 64-98 

 

Newish GM Gregg Greathouse has spent the off-season quietly revamping the 

Cedars, and on the whole the club looks considerably improved from the 64-win 

version. How improved will probably depend on the offense, which may struggle 

to score runs enough to make that 83-win projection feel like a stretch. If they do, 

though, one can see it—and with the pace of change in the league, all it would take 

is a couple more adds to push the outlook higher. 

 

 

Mumbai Metro Stars: GM: Geoff Webb 

2039 Result: 96-67, Wildcard berth 

 

Under Will Gibson, Geoff Webb’s team won 96 games last year, and the great 

projector in the sky has them listed last in the division. Welcome to the league, eh? 

A glance through the roster says the club’s soft spot is—wait for it—pitching, 

which makes sense then that the projector might be angsty over the Metro Stars. 

That said, I’m not sure I agree. Guys like Reese Rayner and Aurilio Fernandez will 

need only a little help to make up a pretty solid rotation, and the pen is in that same 

kind of bot. I struggle to see Mumbai as a sub .500 team. 
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THE 20/20 HINDSIGHT 5 YEAR DRAFT REVIEW 

2035 – Expansion!! (Wichita & Boise) 
 

1st OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 1st Pick) 

 
Wichita Aviators 

 
3B Alex Ramirez 

AGE 24 

 

RATING POTENTIALS 

(2035) 

ACT/POT 

(CURRENT) 

POT     

+/- 

CONTACT 8 8/8 0 

POWER 8 8/8 0 

EYE 6 6/6 0 

RATING 75 80/80 +5 

 

 

CURRENT TEAM – Wichita Aviators 

CAREER BBA Totals – 470 Games, .294 BA / .901 OPS / 86 HRs / 15.5 WAR (Current 2035 

Rank – 1st) 

 

Like Steven Collins, another third basemen was picked over-all by the Expansion Wichita front 

office.  However Ramirez was projected as a more rounded player with excellent power and 

almost a borderline starting Shortstop. 

 

Analysis – There’s nothing Alex can’t do… except maybe pitch.  In three full seasons, he’s 

averaging almost 5.0 WAR per year…. Just in 2039 – 37 homers, 119 RBI’s and 60 Stolen 

bases.    It appears he’s far and away the best player in the 2035 draft… Time will tell if he’s the 

best over-all player 
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2nd OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 2nd Pick) 

  
Boise Spuds 

 
SP Pancho German 

AGE 24 

 

RATING POTENTIALS 

(2035) 

ACT/POT 

(CURRENT) 

POT     

+/- 

STUFF 8 7/7 -1 

MOVEMENT 7 8/8 +1 

CONTROL 6 6/6 0 

RATING 60 60/60 0 

 

CURRENT TEAM – Valencia Stars (BBA) 

CAREER BBA Totals – 32 Wins – 31 Losses, 4.62 ERA, 1.42 WHIP, 8.5 WAR (2035 Rank – 

2nd) 

 

Projected to be a solid three pitch starter with a highly rated change up... which can be a little 

scary as sticky as change ups can be.   Pancho was projected as the only possible Ace in the 2035 

draft.  

 

Analysis – After a rough couple of seasons in 2037/2038, Pancho really emerged in 2039 with 17 

Wins and a 3.97 ERA.  His change up has reached its full potential and German looks to be a 

solid starter for seasons to come.    
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3rd OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 3rd Pick) 

 
San Fernando Bears 

 
LF Reynaldo Avilla 

AGE 21 

 

RATING POTENTIALS 

(2035) 

POTENTIALS 

(CURRENT) 

POT     

+/- 

CONTACT 8 6/7 -2 

POWER 8 5/7 -1 

EYE 5 5/5 0 

RATING 70 35/60 -10 

 

CURRENT TEAM – San Fernando Bears  (BBA)  

CAREER BBA Totals – None  

 

Avilia looked to be well rounded batter and excellent fielder at LF.   

 

Analysis –  Reynaldo has been extremely slow to develop and hasn’t seen a BBA game yet.  And 

while it’s looking like he won’t quite be the terror at the plate as expected, he still has the tools to 

be every day starter if he ever reaches his potential.  He’s still only 21 years old, but it’s sure to 

be disappointing to the Bear staff that Avilla isn’t ready to see BBA pitching yet.  
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il 

4th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 4th Pick) 

 
Hawaii Tropics 

 
P Juan Ramirez 

AGE 22 

 

RATING POTENTIALS 

(2035) 

ACT/POT 

(CURRENT) 

POT     

+/- 

STUFF 8 4/4 -4 

MOVEMENT 6 4/4 -2 

CONTROL 8 7/7 -1 

RATING 60 35/35 -25 

 

CURRENT TEAM – Death Valley AAA  (Hawaii - BBA) 

CAREER BBA Totals – None  

 

Analysis –  Nothing else could be said except that Juan has completely disappointed.  He’s also 

shown to have horrible intangibles but fighting with coaches, a terrible work ethic and in general 

is slow to catch on. At this point, there doesn’t appear to be any kind of future for the former #4 

Draft Pick.    
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5th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 5th Pick) 

 
Edmonton Jackrabbits 

 
1B Takechi Ohayashi 

AGE 22 

 

RATING POTENTIALS 

(2035) 

ACT/POT 

(CURRENT) 

POT     

+/- 

CONTACT 8 6/7 -1 

POWER 6 4/6 0 

EYE 6 4/4 -2 

RATING 65 45/55 -10 

 

CURRENT TEAM – Edmonton (BBA) 

CAREER BBA Totals – 14 Games, .188 BA, .469 OPS, 0 HR’s, -0.2 WAR (2035 Rank – N/A)  

 

 

Analysis – Ohayshi follows a trend of high draft picks slowly developing.  After two successive 

seasons of picking bonifide All-Stars, it looks like Edmonton might have missed a Takechi.  

However, he still has the chance to be a productive player sometime in the future, but with 

Allstar Fernando Cruz in BBA ahead of him, he may have to wait for a while to get a chance 

unless there’s an injury or he gets traded.  
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6th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 6th Pick) 

  
Valencia Stars 

 
SP Jorge Garcia 

AGE 22 

 

RATING POTENTIALS 

(2035) 

ACT/POTS 

(CURRENT) 

POT     

+/- 

STUFF 9 8/8 -1 

MOVEMENT 6 4/4 -2 

CONTROL 7 7/7 0 

RATING 65 50/55 -10 

 

 

CURRENT TEAM – Valencia (BBA) 

CAREER BBA Totals – 17 Games, 5 Wins – 5 Losses, 4.74 ERA, 1.34 WHIP, 1.0 Career WAR 

(2035 Rank – 13th) 

 

Analysis – Garcia still has the great stuff scouts saw in him at draft time, but it appears he has a 

less movement and a tendency to give up home runs.   He still had a respectable showing in his 

BBA season last season, going .500 in 17 starts.  He looks to be a solid middle of rotation starter 

for the future.  
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7th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 7th Pick) 

 
Chicago Black Sox (Formerly Huntsville) 

 
LF Fernando Reyes 

AGE 23 

 

RATING POTENTIALS 

(2035) 

ACT/POT 

(CURRENT) 

POT     

+/- 

CONTACT 7 7/7 0 

POWER 8 7/7 -1 

EYE 5 5/5 0 

RATING 60 60/60 0 

 

CURRENT TEAM – Des Moines  (BBA) 

CAREER BBA Totals – 151 Games, .277 BA, .878 OPS, 110 HRs, 8.4 Career WAR (2035 Draft 

Rank – 3rd) 

 

Analysis – Reyes is just a solid, well rounded hitter with nice power, who has a good glove for a 

left fielder. He’s had three productive seasons since coming up, including a 4.2 War 2038 year 

with 46 home runs.  A guy who can fill the middle of the batting line up all day long.  
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8th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 8th Pick) 

 
Des Moines Kernals  

 
RP Jefferson Riles 

AGE 24 

 

RATING POTENTIALS 

(2035) 

POTENTIALS 

(CURRENT) 

POT     

+/- 

STUFF 10 7/10 0 

MOVEMENT 5 5/5 0 

CONTROL 4 4/4 0 

RATING 75 40/75 0 

 

CURRENT TEAM – Des Moines  (BBA) 

CAREER BBA Totals – 31 Games, 2 Win – 4 Losses, 6.47 ERA, 1.67 WHIP, -096 Career WAR 

(2033 Rank – N/A) 

 

Analysis – The developing 2035 draft class continues with Jefferson Riles.  At age 24, the team 

is likely sure that Riles should be further along than he is.  He’s had limited success in his brief 

time in the BBA.  Though there’s still hope he can be the shutdown closer Des Moines is 

expecting him to be.   
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9th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 9th Pick) 

 
Mexico City Aztecs  

 
SP Jerry Pacy 

AGE 23 

 

RATING POTENTIALS 

(2035) 

POTENTIALS 

(CURRENT) 

POT     

+/- 

STUFF 7 6/6 -1 

MOVEMENT 7 6/7 0 

CONTROL 7 5/6 -1 

RATING 55 50/55 0 

 

CURRENT TEAM – New Orleans (Traded)  

CAREER BBA Totals -21 Games, 10 W - 6 L, 3.29 ERA, 1.13 WHIP, 2.8 Career WAR (2035 

Rank – 6th) 

 

Analysis – Jerry has progressed smoothly and had a nice debut in 2039, putting up 10 wins and a 

3.29 ERA.   A quality Lefty starter who can easily fill the #2 or #3 starter spot.   

 

 

 

 

 

  



Page 64 

12th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 12th Pick) 

 
Phoenix Talons 

 
1B Morgan Hollinger 

AGE 23 

 

RATING POTENTIALS 

(2035) 

POTENTIALS 

(CURRENT) 

POT     

+/- 

CONTACT 6 5/6 0 

POWER 9 7/8 -1 

EYE 5 5/5 0 

RATING 50 50/55 +5 

 

CURRENT TEAM – Pheonix (BBA) 

52 Games, .197 BA, .644 OPS, 13 HR’s, -0.9 Career WAR (2035 Rank – N/A)  

 

Analysis – Morgan has only dipped his toes in the BBA and has been roughed up a bit.  

However, it looks like he’s getting ready to be able to contribute as a decent hitter.  However, 

he’s sitting behind perrinial All-Star William Moreland, so he’s likely to be a role player for the 

next season or so.  However, he should be able to step in when Moreland’s contract is up in 

2041… or earlier.   
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SURPRISE OF THE DRAFT 

 

20th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 20th Pick) 

  
Rockville Pickmen 

 
 SP Jim Armstrong 

AGE 22 

 

RATING POTENTIALS 

(2035) 

ACT/POTS 

(CURRENT) 

POT     

+/- 

STUFF 9 11/11 +2 

MOVEMENT 6 7/7 +1 

CONTROL 7 6/6 -1 

RATING 55 75/80 +25 

 

CURRENT TEAM – New Orleans (BBA) Traded 

CAREER BBA Totals -44 Games, 20 W - 13 L, 4.26 ERA, 1.28 WHIP, 6.3 Career WAR (2035 

Rank – 4th) 

 

Analysis – Acquired in a blockbuster deal that sent SP Dave Martin to Rockville, New Orleans 

has to be ecstatic with the development of Armstrong and his strong so far.  Armstrong was the 

BBA leader in 2039 for K’s/9 with 11.4 and put up an impressive 4.7 WAR.   He has three 

impressive pitches… all rated 11 or higher (Fastball, Curveball, Change Up) and throws 100+ 

MPH.  At only 22 years old, he may give Alex Ramirez a run for this money as the 2035 draft 

class WAR leader when it’s all said and done.  
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You Ready? 
                           by “Shoeless” Doug Olmsted 

 

 

 

 

 

You ready?  -- Recte 

 

Such a simple question, really.  Nothing heinous.  Nothing insincere.  But, in truth, 

I don’t think I am ready.  I mean, it is fake baseball, after all, so the thought of not 

feeling ready is laughable.  But, I’m just not ready. 

 

You ready?  -- Recte 

 

I just got here.  I like Mumbai.  I like the idea of the UMEBA being a training 

grounds for guys like me.  I like my team news creation of Baseball Mumbai with 

Sai and Aarav.  Geez, I’m still trying to figure out which things go where in the 

forums. 

 

You ready?  -- Recte 

 

Seriously?  I just started playing OOTP two months ago.  Some of these guys have 

been playing the game for a decade or more.  Several know and worked with the 

damn guy who created the game and continues to develop it.  Am I ready?  Sheesh.  

Absolutely not. 

 

You ready?  -- Recte 

 

No!  I’ll drown. 

 

 

An analogy I threw around the forums concerning taking over the California 

Crusaders during the last week of spring training before the 2039 season was how 

it felt like I was living in someone else’s house. But, I wasn’t left a house. I was 

left a mansion -- a beautiful Victorian-style mansion with delicate woodwork, fine 

paintings, and an air of dignity and respect. Every piece in the home – the 
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tapestries draping the front window, the porcelain fruit bowl in the kitchen, and the 

books in the study – was hand-selected by the previous owner. Each played a role 

in the ambiance of the home.  Nothing was an afterthought. Everything had its 

place.  Everything had its function. 

 

Then, I turned up. The clothes in the closet didn’t fit right. I didn’t understand why 

the chairs in the study were positioned the way they were. None of the food left in 

the pantry suited my tastes. 

 

But, instead of hiring a contractor to come in and take out walls and redo the 

master bathroom, I tried living there. I read the previous owner’s journals to glean 

hidden messages. I spoke to the neighbors to better understand the previous 

owner’s routines. I smoked his pipe tobacco on the front porch. At first, I felt 

emboldened by my new responsibility of upholding the glory of the mansion. I 

wanted to be a part of its history. I wanted to hang my portrait alongside the 

previous owner’s on the wall framing the grand staircase. 

 

I wore his clothes. I sat in his chairs in the study. I ate the food in the pantry. But, 

in the end, it left me itchy, 

uncomfortable, and a tad 

sick to my stomach. 

 

I was unhappy. And, I 

wasn’t having any fun. 

 

My ignorance is profound 

on many things concerning 

OOTP. I’m still very much 

a rookie in this league, but I 

learned something 

important during my first 

year in the Brewster 

Baseball Association – the 

beauty of the league and 

what makes it so addictive 

is its constant motion. Like 

a river, it churns, always 

forward. When one jumps 

in its water, he becomes part 

of the whole. He becomes a part of the river. But, it never stops being a river when 

one person climbs out and another plops in. 
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I tried stopping the river when I came into the league. I tried to slow time and 

swim upstream, afraid to alter anything in my mansion. But, the river kept flowing. 

After much failure, I let the current take me. I floated on my back. I splashed 

around. I began to enjoy the ride. 

 

I still have most of the amenities from the previous owner in my house. I need to 

dust, of course. Some things are getting a tad rusty. But, I learned to sew and alter 

the clothes to fit my style. I moved the chairs a bit in the study to accentuate the 

view of the front lawn. I tried out some new recipes to use up the food in the 

pantry. I even pawned a couple knick-knacks from the front room to purchase a 

new throw rug. 

 

Over time, I made it my home. After all, I need to live here, and I might as well 

enjoy it. 

 

 

You ready? -- Recte 

 

Never. The water’s just too deep. 

 

You ready? -- Recte 

 

I just can’t get myself to jump in. 

 

You ready? -- Recte 

 

I’m just going to do it. I can do 

this. Come on, jump in the water. 

 

You ready? -- Recte 

 

… 

 

You ready? -- Recte 

 

Cannonball! 
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Touching Up the Pantheon 
Last year we got the first tier updated, you know? A patch of paint on the 

workaday guys who get to call themselves Hall of Famers because us big-Hall 

guys get to flex our muscles a few times. This year, newly installed Portland GM 

Chris Wilson climbs up a notch, sorting through the new and improved second tier 

in the pantheon. If we’re very, very good, maybe Santa will bring us Level 3 for 

Christmas, eh? 

 

Here’s to hoping Santa has a sense of humor. 

 

 
 

 

Last season we began the process of breaking down the Hall of Fame and 

reclassifying the players by placing them into various levels based on their 

accomplishments. While everyone in the Hall of Fame is a Hall of Famer, not all 

Hall of Famers are equal. Last season we looked at the bottom tier players. This 

year, we’ll focus on those players who are above the bottom tier, in Level 2. It’s 
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worth noting that it was very difficult in deciding the final few spots for Level 3 

and which players dropped down into this level. But to keep the levels “pyramid 

based”, things have to get smaller as we move up the rankings. Level 1 contained 

50 guys. Level 2 contains 38 players. Here are those 38 players. 

 

 

 
 

Vernon Simpson - While it gets tough separating the hitters, the pitchers become 

even tougher. Take a guy like Simpson. Only 6 years in the league. Granted, he 

was an original guy and was 34 when the league started up. He’d post 117 wins in 

six seasons and a 2.81 ERA in a pitchers’ heavy era. Three All-Star appearances 

and a pair of Nebraska Awards still indicates Simpson was very good. You could 

make a case good enough to be Level 3. 

 

Ken Howell - Then we jump to a guy who pitched for 22 seasons in the league and 

compiled 250 wins, the 8th most in league history. That has to move Howell up 

higher right? Hell, he even made 10 All-Star games. Maybe you’re right. But was 

he dominating? Only one 20-win season. 200+ strikeouts only twice. Only one 

Nebraska Award. Want in a higher Level? Give me more! HAHA 

 

Larry LaSalle - A short term career that still posted some big-time results. 194 

overall wins but more impressive were a trio of Nebraska Awards from 1999-2003. 

Baltimore has some juggernaut teams in that era and LaSalle was a major part of it. 

 

Davey Acheson - 248 wins gets you in no-brainer. Throw in a lone Nebraska 

Award and Level 2 here we come. Perhaps being that high in wins and tied for 

17th all-time in strikeouts would move you up higher on the list. Again, the guys 

above are very good! 

 

Manuel Ramirez - We go from Acheson to Ramirez. 245 wins and 3,381 

strikeouts. One spot lower on the wins charts (Acheson is 9th, Ramirez 10th) but 

slightly higher on the Ks total (Ramirez is 13th) Both claimed just one Nebraska 

Award. This might tell you why they’re on this list and not the Level 3 list. 
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Michael Strathallan - The “Boy Scout” fits into that “short term dominance” 

mold again. But when he dominated, he DOMINATED! Four straight 20-win 

seasons. Six consecutive 200+ strikeout seasons. Three straight Steve Nebraska 

Awards. For an eight-year run, there weren’t many better than Strathallan. Too bad 

at age 30 it all came crashing down. 

 

Tom Madonald - The ace of a Chicago staff, Madonald won a pair of Nebraska 

Awards while accumulating 212 career wins. A rare pitcher who seemed to better 

with age, Madonald won a career high 22 games at the age of 34. He also had one 

of his five 200 K seasons that season. 

 

Gabriel Campos - One fewer wins for Campos than Madonald but zero Nebraska 

Awards. Campos was a great pitcher that lived a life of luxury pitching in 

California, but oddly enough it never translated to a 20-win season. He did strike 

out 200 or more guys 4 times, but also only appeared as an All-Star 4 times as 

well. 

 

Manny Bautista - I’m not sold Bautista is a Hall of Famer. I probably wouldn’t 

vote for him if he were on the ballot (and I didn’t before). So I guess he should be 

level 1 then right? Well, he’s better than some of those guys I guess. Despite never 

winning a Nebraska, he did appear in six all-star games and won 192 games. The 

fact he only lost 100 times and had a career ERA of 3.27 is solid. 

 

Steve Hoffman - Hoffman has fewer wins, more losses, and a higher career ERA 

than Bautista. He does have the one Nebraska Award that I guess makes up for it, 

but wow. His numbers don’t jump out now. The five seasons with 200+ strikeouts 

is impressive though. Perhaps there is that lost season Hoffman spent with 

Madison that still stings a little bit. 

 

Nelson Ramirez - I sort of argued against Ramirez’s induction earlier and perhaps 

I’m still not 100% sold but he does have some qualities that make him a better than 

most HOF choice. 1.01 career WHIP for starters. 2,909 strikeouts as well as it is 

the 33rd most in league history. One Nebraska doesn’t hurt either so I’ll be ok in 

the end. But just four All-Star appearances and eight seasons in which he lost 

double digit games doesn’t look that great. 
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Skip Glendenning - This was a tough choice. In the end, it just came down to the 

fact Skip was a reliever. For whatever it is worth, I have Glendenning as my #2 

reliever of all-time. I just don’t think that’s enough to bump some other guys down 

to Level 2 from 3. And if I kept some of the other hitters down from before, Skip 

can’t go ahead of them I don’t think. As for Skip, he’s 3rd all-time in Saves with 

533. He won seven Reliever of the Year Awards and 12 times he appeared in the 

All-Star game. Yes, he was very very good at what he did. But, he’s a reliever! 

 

 
 

Jason Dunn - Dunn is the second ranked catcher in terms of WAR all-time. He 

also ranks among the top five guys in nearly every offensive category for a catcher. 

Perhaps I’m ranking other offensive guys to high and being a little tough on the 

catcher department by ranking Dunn and the rest of these guys in Level 2. Dunn 

spent most of his career with Valencia before a lone season with TC and 

Jacksonville. Dunn was a 9-time All-Star. 
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Jeremy Hunter - Hunter is just behind Dunn in career WAR for a catcher and 

spent his entire season with Buffalo. I’m a little less reserved about putting Hunter 

in tier 2 over a guy like Dunn. Hunter only leads catchers in one stat and that is 

runs by a catcher. Hunter appeared in the All-Star game 7-times. 

 

Dexter Sheehan - We like our catchers. So much so we don’t let them leave. 

Sheehan spent all 14 of his seasons with Birmingham. In doing so, he produced the 

5th most WAR by a catcher (behind both Dunn and Hunter). Did appear in one 

more All-Star game than Hunter with eight total. 

 

 
 

Bombo Vadabonceour - Bombo is one of those guys that always stands out from 

my earlier days. Probably more so because of the name rather than the stats. His 

stats don’t really shine as much as some of the more modern guys stats. Less than 

3,000 hits. Under 350 homeruns. Less than 70 WAR. By today’s standards we may 

not even vote him into the hall of fame. But he did hit .318 for his career and have 

a very good .880 OPS. And oh yeah, he won the Sawyer Silk Award 4 times and 

was an All-Star 10 times. Shew, perhaps I should re-think this some…... 

 

Ted Sale - I always had a soft spot for Ted Sale. When I first joined the BBA, I 

had the Surfers and Sale was the key figure on that team. He spent 22 seasons in 

the league, and all with Long Beach. He’s a model for longevity and counting stats. 

3,179 hits, 536 homeruns, 1,790 RBI. A real good player for a real long time. 

 

Alberto Guzman - Another Long Beach guy, Guzman put up bigger numbers in a 

shorter span than Sale. He hit 561 homeruns thanks to six seasons in which he hit 

40 or more including a run of four consecutive seasons. A .300 career hitter, he 

was borderline Level 3 on my list. The three Sawyer Silk Awards probably 

suggests he should be Level 3. But Bombo had four and I kept him in Level 2. 
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Antonio Sanchez - Sanchez on the other hand finds himself firmly in Level 2. 

Sanchez is a guy who can most likely lay claim to being a hall of famer in large 

part to one stat: homeruns. A 56.0 WAR makes some doubt whether he should be 

in at all, but 583 homeruns leaves no doubt. Throw in the fact Sanchez was 

primarily a DH doesn’t help his standing in moving up on the list. But he did win a 

Sawyer Silk Award so compile it all together and he’s a HOF Level 2 guy. 

 

Bartolo Melendez - Melendez is a guy that when you look at his stats in 

retrospect, makes you wonder again about his place. Barely over 2,000 hits. Didn’t 

reach 500 homeruns. A WAR of just 60.8. But when you consider his .919 career 

OPS and 142 OPS+, he’s clearly deserving. 

 

Fernando Moreno - Moreno ranks 2nd all-time among WAR accumulated by a 

1B. So that alone tells you he’s deserving of the Hall. But he’s very comparable to 

Sanchez in that his homerun total is what pushed him over the edge. His 562 puts 

him way over the number that some in the league identify as being hall worth 

despite a lower hit total. He was also pretty solid with the glove as well. He won a 

pair of Silk Awards but as we’ve established, that’s not enough to move you up on 

my list as a 1B. 

 
 

Donald Noboru - Shifting over to the middle infield, Noboru was a guy that could 

be listed as either a 2B or a SS as he played both well. The counting standards drop 

off some now compared to those mentioned above. The impressive stat for for 

Noboru was he hit .325 for his career with an OBP of .390 over 16 seasons. Only 6 

All-Star games makes him a bottom Level 2 guy. 

 

Bernard Masalli - An elite fielding 2B, Masalli also spent part of his career at the 

hot corner. Maselli, like Noboru above, hit over .300 for his career with a .315 clip. 

He didn’t put up any major counting stats that just wow you but to have an elite 

glove and a bat to hit over .300 for your career is good enough to put you in Level 

2. 
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Brian Clough - You could make a case for Clough to be Level 3 on this list. He’s 

far superior to both Noboru and Masalli. But you have to envision that this list is 

38 players deep and Masalli and Noboru may be lower on that list while Clough is 

towards the top. It also says that the top two levels are only about 40 players deep 

and Clough doesn’t quite crack the top 40 players all-time (The Genius’ head is 

about to explode, I can tell) Clough it .309 for his career thanks to an impressive 

3,246 base hits. Perhaps had Clough played a full career at 2B he’d be higher up on 

the list. But he did play approximately 1,300 games at 1B and LF so perhaps that 

lowers his standing as well. His 10 All-Star games suggest he was better than most 

though but again, we have some good guys upcoming. 

 

 

 
 

Hunter Eisenhower - As is becoming a theme now after Clough, Eisenhower was 

another tough choice to keep in Tier II. But it just goes to show that the guys in the 

upper tiers of this Hall of Fame Pyramid are ELITE. Eisenhower has an impressive 

76.1 WAR thanks to an extremely elite glove at 3B. But what keeps him down a 

level, at least for me, is his other stats just don’t scream ELITE enough. 

 

Dale Bunker - Bunker is where he belongs. Bunker was a very good player, hall of 

fame worthy, better than some, not as good as others. I think if we looked at just 

his stats by today’s standards, we’d question whether he’d be in or not, but he was 

a very good player on a very dominant Baltimore offense. 
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Jonathon Archer - A 6-time All-Star, Archer used an elite glove and 2,700+ hits 

to reach the Hall of Fame. A .299 career average might leave a slight bad taste in 

his mouth years later but knowing he’s a Level 2 guy nonetheless may ease the 

pain some. 

 

Doug Glover - A 10-time All-Star with two Sawyer Silk Awards, Glover added 

power to the position of shortstop during his career. A 77.4 overall player suggests 

Glover is borderline from being in Level 3. Perhaps it’s the fact he still played for 

5 teams over his career or the fact 2,194 hits and 431 homeruns don’t scream 

higher than Level 2 to me. 

 

Waichirou Moronobu - A very odd collection of numbers for Mr. Mornobu. 3rd 

all-time in shorstop WAR with 73.6 at the position and a career total of 83.5 

screams he’s better than Level 2. But only four All-Star game appearances 

suggests he’s not even a Hall of Famer. Over 2,600 hits and 400 homeruns by a 

shortstop though says he’s closer to Doug Glover in ability than some Joe Schmo 

and no one questions whether Glover is a HOF. No one is questioning Moronobu 

either! 
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Gary Barr - Barr looks very much like Ted Sale. A guy who played forever. 

Played well forever. And put up some great counting stats that can’t be ignored in 

inclusion for the Hall of Fame. 3,345 hits and 480 homeruns is all you need to 

know about Barr. The fact he had those and only appeared in three All-Star games 

in mind boggling. But also tells the story as to why he’s in Level 2 and not higher. 

He did win one Silk. And since you’ve made it this far, you want to be in the upper 

levels? You better be winning awards, making all-star games, and have elite stats. 

 

Jim Wilson - A 43.3 WAR and no major awards and Wilson is not only a hall of 

famer, but a Level 2 Hall of Famer? How is that so? Well, you hit 39 or more 

homeruns over 8 consecutive seasons to form a total of 535 homeruns with 8 All-

Star appearances and that is exactly how. 

 

Hector Cano - I’m sure that when this is all said and done, GMs can pick holes all 

through my arguments. Take Cano for example. The guy is 4th all-time in 

homeruns. Doesn’t that dictate he should be higher than Level 2? Maybe you’re 

right. But this is my list. Cano, like Barr, did win a lone Silk Award and post a 

total of 643 bombs. But only 7 All-Star games and 66.1 WAR? You’re in. Just 

Level 2, big guy! 

 

Juan Garcia - Perhaps Garcia should be the test-case as to why guys like Jessie 

Wright and Laloosh should be in. Short-term dominance. Major awards. Just not 

the best counting stats. 2,200 hits, 349 homeruns, 54.8 WAR. Those aren’t Hall of 

Fame numbers for a hitter. Especially a corner outfielder. But a season with a 10.6 

WAR and a pair of Sawyer Silk Awards will get you noticed, and in this case, in 

the Hall of Fame. 
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Armando Santos - Another guy that has a strong case to be moved up a level. 80.8 

WAR is nothing to laugh at. A .406 career on-base percentage puts Santos 16th all-

time in terms of on-base percentage thanks to 1,310 walks which is the 20th most 

ever. But the rest, well, that’s lacking. Six all-star games and no major awards. 

 

Ross White – Seven All-Star appearances and back to back Sawyer Silk Awards 

helps pad White’s otherwise average resume. 73.9 WAR is solid but 2,089 hits and 

373 homeruns don’t do much. White’s first four years may have solidified his HoF 

bid early on as he put up some monster numbers. 

 

Jorge Rodriguez - Alright Chris, if an 80+ WAR, seven All-Star games, two Silk 

Awards, and 500 homeruns don’t get you above Level 2, what does? I see this 

being the conversation I’d be having with Jorge right now over his inclusion in 

Level 2 and not Level 3. 

 

Emilio Rodriguez - A 72.6 WAR and 11 All-Star game appearances dictates that 

Rodriguez was an elite player. Playing for eight teams leaves you scratching your 

head why no one wanted him. The former #1 prospect never won a Silk Award, but 

he came very close several times. 
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Al Jones - Jones, a good hitter and a great fielder, compiled a career zone rating of 

+225.9 over his career. The voters, and myself, took notice when not only putting 

him in the Hall but in Tier 2. Because had I focused on his 3 All-Star games, under 

70 WAR, under 3,000 hits, and under 450 homeruns he’d be Level 1 or worse. 
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By Vic Caleca 

Special to BBA Weekly – Licensed for use through Vitale-Caleca Media 

 

 

On the afternoon of Sept. 29, 2039, the phone lines at WUMP Sportsradio 730 in 

Huntsville, Alabama., were humming. 

 

Host Bo “Bubba” Hopkins: “So 

that’s our question of the day, sports 

fans. Will you be going to tonight’s 

game? The last ever Huntsville 

Phantoms game in Huntsville … or 

anywhere else, for that matter. Let’s 

go to Johnny on line one.” 

 

Johnny: “Hey, Bubba. Long-time listener, first time … you know. How you 

doin’?” 

 

Bubba: “Doin’ good, Johnny. Doin’ good. So how about it? You goin’ to the 

game? Or watchin’ on TV?” 

 

Johnny: “Not doin’ either one, Bubba. Good riddance to bad trash, I say. Hope 

that owner of theirs gets in a head-on pileup on I-65 headin’ outta town.” 

 

Bubba: “Yep. Not to wish ill on anybody, but that Vinnie Vitale … that snake-in-

the-grass owner who’s takin’ our team to Chicago … well, not many here in the 

great state of Alabama are wishin’ that Yankee well …” 
 

 
 

The Huntsville Phantoms had been circling the drain for years, with missed 

playoffs, declining win totals, declining attendance, declining interest. 

 

And declining hope. 

 

So, when Huntsville businessman Mike Voelker finally sold the team to Chicago-

area businessman Vinnie Vitale in November of 2038, Phantoms fans feared the 

worst. 
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Despite assurances that Vitale had no intention of taking the team back to Chicago 

– where it had started life in 1973 and played until moving to Alabama in 2021 – 

few believed it. 

 

With good reason. 

 

The following June, Vitale announced that the BBA had waived its two-year 

moratorium on franchise moves surrounding the league’s expansion into Portland 

and Charlotte. That meant Vitale was free to move the team back to the Chicago 

area and reclaim its Black Sox identity. 

 

“The team never should have moved in the first place,” Vitale told BBA Weekly. 

“The way I see it, I’m correcting a mistake – bringing Brewster baseball back to 

Chi-town, where it should never have left.” 

 

Huntsville, at first, reacted with anger and resentment. 

 

But soon enough, the outrage faded and indifference moved in. Attendance sagged 

to 23,000 per game – roughly half the capacity of the Opera House ballpark – and 

gloom settled over the franchise. 

 

By Sept. 29, the final game on the schedule - against playoff-bound New Orleans - 

it was clear the team had just been playing out the string on another losing season. 

 

And on its tenure in Huntsville. 

 

The city planned no farewell rallies or celebrations; the team planned no 

ceremonies or fireworks. Everyone involved just seemed to want it over with. 

 

Everyone, that is, except for a few diehard fans, like Winston Gamble and his 

brother, Morgan. Or a few small businessmen, like Matt Simmons, who had a 

concession stand full of memorabilia no one seemed to want. Or a handful of 

players, like relief pitcher Justin Archer, who thought of Huntsville as home. 

 

For them, Sept. 29 was a date they had been dreading: the end of an era, the end of 

an identity, the end of a dream. 
 

 
 

Winston Gamble had his car radio tuned to sports talk, but soon wished he hadn’t. 
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“Good riddance to bad trash, I say. Hope that owner of theirs gets in a head-on 

pileup on I-65 headin’ outta town.” 

 

He flicked to another station and shook his head. 

 

“Man, I am sick of hearin’ people dump on the team like that,” Winston said to his 

brother Morgan, seated next to him in the old Chevy’s passenger seat. 

 

Morgan, nodded his head and pushed his Phantoms ball cap back on his head a bit. 

 

“Yeah, I don’t like folks dumpin’ on the players – I mean, they’re our guys, right? 

But I do agree with Bubba and them – that Vitale fella. Don’t got no use for him,” 

Morgan said. 

 

“S’pose you’re right,” Winston agreed. “Love the team, hate that bastard Vitale.” 

 

Gamble signaled right and 

guided his car off of Memorial 

Parkway and headed towards 

Hundley Drive. Once he 

turned left there, he’d be able 

to see the Opera House. 

 

“We gonna stop for a cold one 

before we head over for 

batting practice?” Morgan 

asked. 

 

“Might as well – we still got 

some time to kill.” 
 

 
 

From his vantage point on the first-floor stadium concourse, Matt Simmons could 

already tell the crowd was going to be sparse. 

 

After 20 years in the souvenir game, he could read the signs: 90 minutes to go 

before game time and there were still parking spots on the street, the guys in the 

unofficial paid lots were already cutting their prices, and the sidewalk traffic 

outside the gate was … well, there was none. 
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“Damn,” Simmons said to Manny Cole, who would be hawking beer in the box 

seats in about an hour. “This is gonna suck. I was hoping I could clear out some of 

this inventory, but nobody’s buying. Not since that asshole Vitale announced they 

were moving. Not even here on the last day.” 

 

Cole – who seemed vastly amused – took a look around Simmons’ booth stuffed 

with Phantoms hats, t-shirts, bobble-heads and other team-branded paraphernalia 

and whistled. 

 

“What? Nobody wants to buy Phantoms stuff after the team told us to go screw 

off? Imagine that.” 

 

Simmons grimaced. “You make a point,” he said. 

 

“Damn right I do,” Cole said. “You know what still sells, though? Beer, my man. 

Baseball fans drink beer – especially when they’re pissed off.” 

 

“True enough, but they won’t be buying after the 5th inning tonight,” Simmons 

said. 

 

Cole sighed. “Yeah, I saw that. They’re cutting it off because they’re scared the 

good ol’ boys are so pissed they’ll start trouble. Know what, though?” 

 

“What?” Simmons asked. 

 

“I don’t think they care enough anymore to start trouble,” said Cole. “Everybody’s 

just ready for it to be over.” 

 

“True, man,” Simmons said. “Sad but true.” 

 

 
 

Justin Archer knew it was time to head to the clubhouse and, for the last time ever, 

put on his home Huntsville Phantoms jersey. But, standing in center field with his 

hands on his hips and looking up into the vast empty stands, he found it hard to 

move.  

 

“I am going to miss this place,” he murmured. “It feels like home.” 

 

He heard someone run up behind him and turned to see his road trip roomie Frits 

Brinson, another member of the Phantoms bullpen. 
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“C’mon Ace,” Brinson said. “We don’t have time for wool gatherin’ out here. 

Game time’s comin’.” 

 

Archer took one last wistful look around, then pounded Brinson on the shoulder 

with his fist. 

 

“When yer right, yer right – let’s get a move on,” he said, as the two jogged 

towards the home dugout and the handful of fans in the box seats behind it. 

 

“Damn,” Archer said to his buddy. “I think we’re gonna be lonely out here 

tonight.” 

 

Brinson spat as they crossed into the infield. 

 

“Just like every other night, Bro,” he said. 

 

 
 

Winston and Morgan Gamble took their seats in the lower deck of the grandstands 

down the third base line and did a double take – they were the only fans in their 

row so far. 

 

They’d missed the National Anthem as they’d bought their beers and a couple of 

hotdogs at one of the concourse concession stands – not that there was much of a 

line. Now, as they settled back in their seats, they could hear the home plate 

umpire holler out “Play Ball!” 

 

“Jesus, Win. It’s so empty, you can hear the umps!” Morgan said. 

 

Out on the field, Luis Gonzáles – one of the pitchers Huntsville acquired in a 

much-derided late-season trade – was done warming up and staring in at catcher 

Diesel Dave for his sign. 

 

Gonzáles, a lean 6-footer, coiled into his windup and then unleashed a 98-mph cut 

fastball that missed high to New Orleans center fielder Willard Gagne. Dave fired 

the ball back to his pitcher and the “thwack” of ball meeting leather glove 

reverberated through the stadium. 

 

The next pitch was a nasty roundhouse curve that Gagne lofted high in the air. Left 

fielder Fernando Reyes drifted in and nonchalantly put it away for out one. 
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“Atta baby, Fernando,” yelled Winston, who immediately felt self-conscious at just 

how loud his voice seemed. 

 

Morgan laughed. “I think he heard ya, Win!” 

 

“Crap,” Winston moaned. “He probably did.” 

 

 
 

Matt Simmons had been right about the crowd. Now that everyone was pretty 

much settled in their seats, he figured it at maybe 18,000 tops. 

 

“Not even half full,” he mumbled to himself. “I am royally screwed.” 

 

As he stared down the concourse, he saw lines (short ones, though) for the beer 

stands, for the hot dogs … and not much else. And they were mostly adults – just a 

smattering of kids – which meant souvenir sales were going to be even slower than 

usual. 

 

Kids bought stuffed Phantoms bears or Norris Rutledge bobble heads, but beer-

drinking middle-aged guys? Not so much. 

 

Simmons sighed and picked up one of his “Phantoms Phanatics” t-shirts, then 

tossed it aside. 

 

“Ain’t many fanatics left,” he said to no one in particular. “At least, not in this 

town.” 

 

 
 

When New Orleans scored twice in the 

top of the second on three singles and a 

double, the Huntsville bullpen was 

barely paying attention. 

 

Justin Archer was idly spitting 

sunflower seeds towards a paper cup 

he’d set up in front of the bench, while 

Frits Benson was pursing his lips and 

trying his best to blow them off course 

with fierce exhales. 



Page 86 

When the crowd – what there was of it – booed in reaction to the Crawdads’ rally, 

Archer looked up with barely feigned interest. 

 

“Something going on out there?” 

 

Closer Juan Alfonzo shook his head. “Nah, just gettin’ our asses handed to us 

again,” he said. 

 

Archer sniffed. 

 

“That all? Wake me when something interesting happens, will ya?” 

 

He looked over at Brinson. “So whaddaya think, Fritsie? We gonna like Chicago? I 

hear we aren’t even really gonna be in Chicago. We’re in Calumet something.” 

 

Brinson nodded. “Yeah, Calumet City is where the ballpark’s going, but that is not 

where I’m gonna be living or hanging out. Chicago should be a blast – somewhere 

on the lakefront, maybe? Or one of those nice suburbs?” 

 

Archer shrugged. 

 

“Yeah, maybe. But, man, I grew up here … well, not here exactly … but in 

Mobile. This is home. We’re gonna be way up in Yankee country. How’s that 

gonna be?” 

 

“Well, I don’t know about Yankees or whatever, but I do know this: they’re sayin’ 

the new ballpark is gonna be pitcher-friendly, which will be a nice change from 

this heap,” Brinson said. “If Huntsville ever decides to tear this thing down, I want 

one swing with the wrecking ball on that damn right field porch.” 

 

Alfonzo laughed. “No kidding. Save a little for me, will you? I want swing two.” 

 

Archer looked up towards the half-filled stands with the last glow of sunset behind 

them and sighed. 

 

“I don’t know, boys. I’m gonna miss it,” he said. 

 

Brinson snorted in reply. “Well, you might – but your ERA sure as hell won’t!” 

 

At that, Archer sent a mouthful of sunflower seeds arcing towards Brinson, which 

sent him scrambling out of the way. 
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“You sure you ain’t a Yankee, Brinson?” 

 

 
 

By the top of the 7th, the Phantoms had clawed their way to a 6-3 lead, but 

Winston Gamble wasn’t happy. 

 

“You think New Orleans is even awake out there?” he asked. “They look bored to 

tears.” 

 

Morgan shrugged.  

 

“They’re in the playoffs – 

what do they care about 

playing us?,” asked 

Winston. 

 

“I guess,” said Morgan. 

“Man, I wish they hadn’t cut 

off the beer sales – I could 

really use one about now.” 

 

He looked around the 

stadium, which had lost about half the announced crowd of 17,759, and laughed. 

 

“They were afraid there’d be a bunch of drunks rioting ‘cause of the team leaving. 

But how do you have a riot if nobody’s here?” 

 

Out on the field, Phantoms reliever Juan Alfonzo unleashed an 0-1 heater that the 

Crawdads right fielder Xavier Rangel mashed to deep left center. Raúl Gasco, a 

speedster who’d replaced Fernando Reyes in left, broke towards center at the crack 

of the bat, stuck his glove in the air and snared the ball on the warning track to 

retire the side. 

 

Morgan was on his feet stamping his feet and whistling. 

 

“Now that’s what I’m talking about!” he yelled to no one in particular. 

 

A message on the electronic scoreboard out in centerfield urged the crowd to its 

feet for the 7th inning stretch – the last ever for the Phantoms in Huntsville – and 

join in singing “Take Me Out To The Ball Game.” 
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Morgan and Winston warbled out the lyrics as best they could, but only a handful 

of the remaining fans joined in. Most stood in glum silence, watching as the New 

Orleans players jogged back out to their positions. 

 

As first baseman Emilo Lugo left the dugout, trudging towards home plate, 

Winston turned to his brother and shook his head. 

 

“This is just kinda pathetic, ain’t it?” 

 

 
 

Matt Simmons knew when to quit. 

 

When Emilio Lugo scored to put the Phantoms up 7-3 heading into the top of the 

8th inning, all but the most dedicated of diehards seemed to head for the exits. 

 

A handful stopped at his stand, and a couple bought hats or shirts – Half Off! 

Liquidation Sale! – but most just brushed past on their way to the parking lots. 

 

So, Simmons started the melancholy job of packing up his stand for the last time. 

 

As he began boxing up the bobble heads and bat-shaped ballpoint pens, he noticed 

a young girl standing with her dad and wistfully eying a large teddy bear in a 

Phantoms t-shirt, marked at $25. 

 

“Can we daddy?” pleaded the youngster, who looked to be 5 or maybe 6, her red 

pigtails peeking from beneath her orange and black Phantoms cap. 

 

Her father looked at the price tag and shook his head. 

 

“Sorry, punkin, that’s a little rich for our blood,” he said. 

 

The girl’s face fell, and Matt made a snap decision: he grabbed the bear from its 

shelf and carried it over to the girl and her dad. 

 

“Here you go, sweetie. It’s yours if you promise me one thing,” he said. 

 

The little girl’s eyes widened in shock, and she looked back at her father, not 

certain what to do. 

 

“What’s that?” her father asked. 
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“Well,” Matt said, “you got to promise me that you’ll always be a baseball fan. 

Every time you look at this bear, you remember how beautiful that field looked 

when you went to get your seats. And you remember the sound of the bat hitting 

the ball and the crowd getting to its feet. You remember the good things about 

baseball, and not the bad stuff, like teams leaving and Yankee owners deserting 

their fans. Think you can do that?” 

 

The little redhead nodded solemnly, and Matt winked at her dad as he handed over 

the bear. 

 

“Thanks, mister,” the father said. “I really would pay you, but we overspent just 

getting the tickets. She’s loves the Phantoms, though, and I wanted to bring her.” 

 

“Well, it’s my pleasure,” Simmons said. “At least one good thing came outta this 

lousy night.” 

 

He patted the bear on its head and waved as father and daughter moved off. 

 

“Take good care of him – and don’t forget,” Simmons called after them. “Baseball 

is a beautiful game!” 

 

 
 

“Sweet Jesus, here we go again!” 

 

Justin Archer rolled his eyes as Crawdads’ left fielder Virgil Shafer rounded 

second and dug for third after tomahawking a Juan Alfonzo splitter into left center 

between the outfielders. 

 

“Is it physically impossible for us to get three in a row in the ninth inning?” 

 

The bullpen phone rang, and Randy Michaels – the bullpen coach – answered it, 

then nodded. 

 

“Bure, you’re up!” 

 

Reliever Pavel Bure, Jr. threw one last warmup to the bullpen catcher, and then 

began his trot from center field to the mound. 

 

“What’re you standin’ around for, Archer? Warm up – you may be next,” Michaels 

said. 
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Archer grabbed his glove and headed for the pen’s warmup mound. He started with 

some easy tosses before getting down to the real business of preparing to pitch. He 

paused for a moment when the few fans left in the park moaned and booed as Bure 

uncorked a wild pitch to let Shafer score. 

 

Now Archer started concentrating for real – if Bure got into trouble, he’d likely be 

headed into the game. 

 

But Bure got a quick two outs, then allowed a single to designated hitter Dean 

Ludlum. 

 

“Whaddaya think, Randy? Am I going in?” Archer asked. 

 

Michaels shook his head. “I think he gets one more batter, but if anything happens 

on this guy, they’ll pull the trigger.” 

 

Archer threw a couple of fastballs as Rangel, the New Orleans right fielder, 

stepped into the batter’s box. Bure unleashed a fastball that measured 101 mph on 

the stadium’s radar gun, but Rangel got his bat on it, sending a sharp groundball 

between third and short. Luis González skittered over, though, gloved it cleanly 

and tossed the ball to second baseman Rocky Wattson for the force out. 

 

Game. Set. Match. 

 

Archer glanced heavenward and said a silent prayer of thanks. 

 

As he grabbed his warm-up jacket and waited for Brinson to gather his stuff, he 

took a last look around the bullpen. 

 

“Well, at least we won the last one, right?” he told Frits as the two jogged towards 

the infield. 

 

“Yeah,” Brinson said. “We go out winners.” 

 

Archer laughed. “Not so fast there, Fritsie. We’re dead last in the division – one 

thing we ain’t is winners.” 

 

“Bullshit,” Brinson said. “Tonight, we were. And the history books will say we 

won our last game in Huntsville. So … winners!” 

 

“Yeah, maybe,” Archer said. “Maybe you’re right – winners for a night, anyway.” 
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Winston and Morgan Gamble took their time moving down the concourse. The 

crowd was light and neither knew how long it might be before the Opera House 

hosted another baseball game. 

 

Or even if it would ever host another baseball game. 

 

They paused a moment at a souvenir stand on the way – half of the merchandise 

was already packed up, and both of them already had hats. 

 

So, they moved out into the warm Alabama night and made their way to Winston’s 

car. The walk wasn’t far – there hadn’t been much competition for spots. 

 

“Well, at least we won the last one, right?” Morgan said as he fastened his seat 

belt. 

 

“Yep. Thank the Good Lord for small favors, I guess,” Winston responded. “You 

wanna listen to sports?” 

 

Morgan shook his head. “Nah. They’ll just be talkin’ crap. Let’s listen to music.” 

 

“Music it is,” Winston said, punching the sound system’s touchscreen to bring in a 

country station. 

 

“… and hey,” the disc jockey said, “to all you Huntsville Phantoms fans out there, 

here’s a classic from the great Miss Emmylou Harris that seems kinda appropriate 

tonight …” 

 

As Winston put the car into gear and pulled towards the parking lot exit, he and 

Morgan sang along with the chorus … 
 

“But don't forget who's takin' you home 

And in whose arms you're gonna be 

So darlin' save the last dance for me …” 
 

 
 the Infallible 
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Presenting… 
 

 

 

 

as told to Joe Lederer 

 

Due to the ongoing growing popularity of the 

Brewster Baseball Association, league officials were 

able to establish contact with Dwari the Infallible. 

Dwari, as legend says, is over 200 years old, lives in 

a mystical, remote village somewhere in the Far East, 

and was born with the gift to see into the future. The 

BBA asked Dwari to meditate atop a mountain peak 

until his conscience was one with another dimension 

than ours, and provide us with five completely 

accurate accounts of what is to happen in the up-

coming 2040 season. – Joe Lederer 
 

 

 

“Junior” is coming off a career-year, slashing 

.301/.388/.573 to go along with a career-high 33 HR 

and 54 stolen bases, his second best showing in a 

season. Stark’s numbers were compiled in only 135 

games due to a two-week stint on the injured list for a back tightness. The switch-

hitting left fielder is at the peak of his career and in an octane offense in New 

Orleans, he should deliver a historic campaign at the plate. 

 

 

Ferreira, the skipper of the Atlantic City Gamblers, has 29 

years of coaching experience, but has not had a winning 

season since taking the Triple-A Brooklyn Bombers to the 

playoffs in 2036. Last year, Ferreira was given his first shot 

at running a team above AAA when general manager Joshua Biddle fired then-

manager Troy Coffman after a 7-12 start. As interim manager, Ferreira proceeded 

to go 65-97. Now entering the final year of his contract, the 60-year-old is on the 

hot seat to not repeat the same results as his predecessor. [Editor’s note: Prior to 

going to print, Ferreira was fired during spring training. See, Dwari is good!] 

 

 

Jimmy Starks Jr. becomes 

just the third player in 

BBA history to record a 50 

HR/50 SB season. 

Edgar Ferreira 

will be the first 

manager fired. 
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Last season Rudge and Mendez combined to start 

150 games in the Las Vegas centerfield. It was just 

Rudge’s second season in the big leagues and he 

struggled at the plate, slashing just .233/.315./.396 

(11 HR, 53 RBI). Mendez showed flashes of 

brilliance in limited playing time as a rookie, hitting 

.322/.368/.523 (5 HR, 24 RBI). Expect new general manager Brett Schroeder to 

platoon the two as they both should take steps forward in their production. By the 

end of the year, Rudge and Mendez will be the biggest duo in Las Vegas since 

Siegfried & Roy. 

 

 

After a series of trade deadline deals left the River 

Monsters’ rotation empty, GM Scott Piccoli is likely 

to piecemeal together a group of arms to make starts 

throughout the season. Enter lefty reliever 

Woodside, who showed promise as a rookie last year 

(2.38 ERA, 1.15 WHIP). Woodside will have a monster campaign and if not the 

team’s closer on Opening Day, he will quickly force Piccoli’s hand to put his skills 

to use to finish out games and preserve wins. 

 

 

Madison is the only franchise to win over 110 games in 

a season in the modern era, doing it twice with 112 wins 

in 2004 and 111 in 2001. The Atlantic will feature two 

of the three lowest winning teams from 2039 (Atlantic 

City, 28th with 65 wins, and Montreal, 30th with 61 wins) 

as well as one of the two new expansion clubs in the Charlotte Cougars. Look for 

one team among the group of Rockville, New Orleans and Jacksonville to step up 

and feast on divisional opponents. 

 
 
 

  

A Las Vegas platoon in 

centerfield between Tom 

Rudge and Francisco 

Mendez will combine for 

over 40 HR and 100 RBI. 

Dan Woodside ends 

up leading Twin 

Cities pitchers in 

WAR. 

The winner of the 

Johnson League 

Atlantic Division will 

have 110 victories. 
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By Ron Collins 

 

Back before computers changed everything, I used to read Bill James 

religiously, meaning I’d hang out at the bookstore* every spring until his 

abstract was released, then I’d basically disappear for a week while I 

digested each article. They were glorious pieces of work, and to show what 

they meant to me I retained them all during the great purge we went through 

a couple years ago when we picked up and moved west. 
 

* Note to Taylor: a bookstore is a place that had books printed on actual paper. 

 

Anyway, as I noted in a forum post earlier this year, our discussion about park 

factors resulted in me chasing down an article. It took me awhile, but there, in the 

middle of the 1986 Bill James Baseball Abstract, was this amazing piece of 

baseball theory. 
 

I have speculated for several years upon what I call the devil’s theory of ballpark effects. The devil’s theory 

of park effects is that baseball teams tend to develop those characteristics which are least favored by the 

park in which they play. Despite their protestations to the contrary, baseball teams tend to evaluate their 

personnel essentially by their statistical accomplishments without making adequate adjustments for the 

illusion in the statistics created by the parks in which they play. Basing personnel judgements upon these 

illusions, a team will tend to identify as its weakness that which is in reality its strength, and vice versa. 

Thus a team will tend to ignore its weakness and concentrate on improving what is already it’s strong 

area. 

 

In specifics, a team which plays in a pitcher’s park will usually have a good team earned run 

average, even if their pitching staff is just mediocre. On the other hand, it will be difficult for 

them to score very many runs, to hit very many home runs or hit for a high team average, even 

if they have a decent offense. For that reason, that team will usually tend to concentrate on 

acquiring better hitters, while assuming their pitching staff is good enough. Thus, in the end, 

teams which play in great pitcher’s parks tend to develop mediocre pitching staffs. 

 

In the same way, a team which plays in Wrigley Field, a great hitter’s park, will always score 

runs regardless of how good their offense is. For that reason, over a period of years, they will 

tend not to address the offensive problems and will tend to develop mediocre offense. On the 

other hand, a mediocre pitcher, who might have an ERAs of 4.00-4.75 in another park will tend 

to have ERAs of 4.50 to 5.00 in Wrigley Field, and thus will quickly be identified as inadequate 

and quickly replaced. Park illusions create unequal and misplaced pressures upon teams and 

players, which in the long run yield results which are precisely opposed to the characteristics of 

their park.  
 

Then James looked at baseball teams’ performances over the previous decade, 

using road stats as a stand-in for the team’s “actual” talent in an attempt to display 

his point—which is fundamentally that GMs of teams that play in good pitchers’ 
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parks tend to over short-shift their staff while crafting rosters with better hitters, 

and teams that play in hitter’s parks go the other way, working harder to field good 

pitchers at the expense of their bats. His view, of course, was that this approach 

was, um, misguided—that GMs need to avoid letting the park do their dirty work, 

or at least avoid letting their parks lull them into a sense of security that makes 

them think their team is good at something when it really is not. 

 

Does this Relate to the BBA? Well…Yes! 
 

This, of course, got me wondering about how us GMs do our thing here in the 

BBA. Are we subject to this dynamic? Do we assume a feature of our park will 

make up for a hole in our roster, and therefore work on other areas where maybe 

we’re already good? 

 

The answer—looking at only a single season—seems be a pretty resounding “yes.” 

 

Based on 2039 stats, BBA teams that play in pitcher’s parks generally had better 

offenses on the road, and BBA teams who play in hitter’s parks were more likely 

to post better pitching (find my calculations for each team’s park factors at the end 

of this paper). 

 

You want some examples? 
 

On the offensive side, let’s look at runs scored 

in games on the road. 

 

Edmonton (6.19) and Valencia (5.69), who 

both play in parks that are clearly pitcher’s 

havens (Pf=.94 and .95 by my method), led the 

league in runs/game on the road. 

 

All total, seven of the top ten teams in road 

scoring played in parks that were neutral or 

swayed toward the pitcher. Mexico City (5.26) 

and Madison (5.22) also play in pitcher’s 

parks and were in the top ten road offenses. 

Only Yellow Springs (5.46), Louisville (5.32), 

and Calgary (5.07) were in the top ten in runs 

scored on the road. 

Top 11 Runs/Game  

(sorted by Away Games) 

 

Team PF Type H A

Edmonton 0.94 P 4.62 6.19

Valencia 0.95 P 5.12 5.69

Yellow Springs 1.03 H 5.47 5.46

San Fernando 1.00 N 6.51 5.40

Louisville 1.05 H 5.48 5.32

Mexico City 0.97 P 4.72 5.26

Phoenix 0.99 N 5.64 5.23

Madison 0.92 P 5.40 5.22

Rockville 1.00 N 5.16 5.21

Calgary 1.09 H 5.43 5.15

Las Vegas 1.01 N 5.46 5.07
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By my calculation there are 13 hitter’s parks in the league, 8 pitcher’s parks, and 9 

neutral parks. If offense were randomly distributed, you’d expect 4-5 of the top ten 

to be in hitter’s parks, and 2-3 each in neutral or pitcher’s parks. Instead, we get 4 

Pitcher’s parks, and three each in neutral or pitcher’s parks—and the #11 team 

comes from a neutral park. 

 

Likewise, the bottom ten. 

 

Three of the five worst road offenses in the 

league come out of hitter’s parks—including 

Charm City’s 4.19 runs/game, the worst of 

all. 

 

California’s offense is an interesting outlier. 

They posted a horrific 4.31 runs a game 

outside their park, but drilled opponents for 

5.43 at their pitcher’s park home. I’m sure 

theres some randomness in there, but the 

team was also perfectly tailored to their park—they hit 166 homers into their short 

right field deck, but only 119 on the road. Otherwise, their offense was lower 

grade. 

 

It is of note that California and Vancouver were the only two teams in the league to 

come from pitcher’s parks and find their way to the bottom third of the league in 

runs scored on the road. 

 

Bottom line: five of the worst scoring road offenses came out of teams with hitter’s 

parks as home fields. 

 

Another look: If we rank the teams first to last, then take an average of their 

ranking by home field type, we get this: 

 

Pitcher’s Parks: Average Rank = 12.75 

Neutral Parks: Average Rank = 14.11 

Hitter’s parks: Average Rank = 17.38 

 

So, again, an indicator that on the whole, GMs who play in pitcher’s parks are 

building better offensive lineups than those who come out of pitcher’s parks. 

 

The devil’s theory seems to hold serve in the BBA.  

 

Bottom 10 Runs/Game 

(sorted by Away Games) 

 

Team PF Type H A

Chicago 1.03 H 4.09 4.60

Long Beach 1.00 N 4.88 4.58

Seattle 1.01 N 5.84 4.51

Jacksonville 1.03 H 5.43 4.47

Vancouver 0.90 P 4.22 4.43

Atlantic City 1.03 H 4.44 4.38

Montreal 0.99 N 3.95 4.37

Hawaii 1.06 H 4.65 4.35

California 0.93 P 5.43 4.31

Charm City 1.03 H 4.64 4.19
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How About Pitchers? 
 

Cutting to the chase, we see the same 

dynamic with pitchers. Teams with great 

pitcher’s parks tend to have staffs who do 

poorly on the road, whereas staffs who 

come from teams with great hitter’s parks 

tend to over-achieve, though the effect 

seems strongest on the side of teams in 

pitcher’s parks being more likely to field 

worse staffs than teams in hitter’s parks 

fielding great staffs. 

 

I say that because a glance at the best three 

road staffs (Rockville’s 4.20, Nashville’s 

4.28, and Phoenix’s 4.36), all come out of 

neutral parks, but still, four of the top ten (Calgary, Wichita, Chicago, and 

Jacksonville), are all teams with hitter’s parks as homes. None of the top five road 

performances come from staffs with pitcher’s parks, and Mexico City’s 4.46 R/G 

is good for #6 on the list from a park that is 

gently shaded to pitchers. 

 

California’s #7 rank on the road shows that 

the team has been leveraging their park 

defensively quite well—bringing in pitchers 

who would be good anywhere and 

leveraging that strength (their 4.06 R/G is 

best in baseball at home). Compare this 

construction to the team’s offensive structure 

and you might be getting the point. The 

Crusaders stop a lot of runs everywhere, but 

score bunches of them only at home. 

 

As I noted, though, the bottom part of the pitching chart is even stronger evidence 

that our GMs are subject to James’ theory. Three of the worst four road pitching 

staffs come out of home parks that favor pitchers. Adding Vancouver in the mix, 

and you’ve got four of the worst seven. 

 

It’s perhaps of note that Des Moines, Boise, and Valencia all had home/road splits 

that registered over a run a game—the largest three gaps in the league. Perhaps that 

says more about sample size, or maybe even defense than anything else. 

Top 10 Runs/Game 

(sorted by Away Games) 

 

Bottom 10 Runs/Game 

(sorted by Away Games) 

 

Team PF Type RA/G(H) RA/G(A)

Rockville 1.00 N 4.33 4.20

Nashville 1.00 N 4.62 4.28

Phoenix 0.99 N 4.30 4.36

Calgary 1.09 H 5.30 4.42

Wichita 1.03 H 5.09 4.44

Mexico City 0.97 P 4.23 4.46

California 0.93 P 4.06 4.51

Chicago 1.03 H 4.57 4.63

Jacksonville 1.03 H 4.47 4.78

Brooklyn 0.94 P 4.69 4.78

Team PF Type RA/G(H) RA/G(A)

Louisville 1.05 H 5.73 5.22

Charm City 1.03 H 5.47 5.23

Twin Cities 1.07 H 6.19 5.36

Vancouver 0.90 P 5.36 5.37

San Antonio 1.04 H 5.30 5.40

Montreal 0.99 N 5.36 5.41

Boise 0.94 P 4.49 5.78

Valencia 0.95 P 4.60 5.81

Madison 0.92 P 5.36 6.00

Des Moines 1.00 N 5.22 6.26
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To complete the exercise, when I rank road performances and take the average by 

home park types, I get: 
Neutral Parks: Average Rank = 14.33 

Hitter’s Parks: Average Rank = 14.54 

Pitcher’s parks: Average Rank = 18.38 
 

“Of course, the performance (of a team) in road games is a much truer 

measure of the team’s nature than is the performance in their own park.” 
 

Bill James – 1986 Baseball Abstract 
 

Park Factor Calculations 

 
To determine park types basd on OOTP ratings, I used a simple formula of Pf = 

(2*[AVG+HR]+2B+3B/2)*5.5) 
 

PF > 1.01 Hitter’s park 
PF = .99 to 1.01 Neutral 
PF < .99 Pitcher’s park 

 

This approach weights a park’s performance by HR and AVG first, then doubles and 
triples at lower values. 
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A story of persistence, passion, and the hand of fate 

 

by Brett Schroeder 

 

 

To meet newly minted Las Vegas GM Brett Schroeder is to come face to face with an enigma. 

That’s what I was told when I got the assignment to drive out to the mid-western town he calls 

home during the off season. I was equal parts anxious and interested to connect with this 

legendary figure who had been in and around the league almost as often as the legendary 

ghoster Nigel Laverick. This was BBA royalty, after all—a man who had helmed two blue-blood 

clubs, won a Landis and a UMEBA championship cup. And he was, as they say, a man with an 

opinion. 

 

If there’s anything I’ve learned in my own travels, however, it’s that a guy’s gotta eat and the 

only thing I’ve ever been good at is writing about baseball and the people around it. 

 

What follows is what happened over the week I was at the Hustler’s remote office during the first 

month of Schroeder’s first off season, told mostly in Schroeder’s own voice, and knitted together 

in a way I hope you think makes some sense. It is, to me, a tale of persistence, a view of what 

excellence means, put together with a dash of hindsight and a dollop of hope.  

 

Casey Neal – Sportsman’s Journal 

Author of “See the PEBA on $25 a Day” and “Chasing the Setting Sun” 

 

# 
 

 

The modern era of the BBA as we refer to it began in 1995. In 1996 I became the 

GM of the California Crusaders. My tenure there was ultimately pretty successful, 

with 2 Landis visits and walking away with 1 title. The Crusader teams at that team 

were molded to my particular GM style which is a heavy reliance on groundball 

pitching and a great defense. Make some moves at key 

times for big bats and you've got yourself a nice team. At 

the beginning of the 2006 season I unfortunately had to 

step away from the league to deal with personal matters 

that required my full attention but once that situation was 

dealt with properly I returned to the league taking over 

for a league legend by assuming the reigns of the 

Vancouver Mounties as Joe Geoghegan stepped away 

from the league. My Mountie tenure would ultimately 

prove to change my life forever. 

“My Mountie 

tenure would 

ultimately prove to 

change my life 

forever.” 
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The team that I inherited was a team at the tail end of a dynastic like run. The team 

had future hall of famers sprinkled throughout both the lineup and pitching staff. 

The likes of Robbie Sargent, Jason Egan, Douglas Newhouse, etc. 

The team was a bit long in the tooth at that point though. At the 

time, management made the decision to go all-in as hard as 

possible and stretch the title window run for as long as 

possible in honor of what Joe had put together and then just 

let the chips fall where they may. It was a successful 

approach for a while and very fun but eventually father time 

wins against everything and the crash was harsh. 

 

My first 4 seasons in charge were all winning seasons, including 

a 104-win juggernaut, with 2 playoff runs. 2014 started a stretch 

that would last until 2019 of losing seasons including 2014 itself being a 

historically bad 50-112 debacle. We paid dearly for extending that title run for 

longer than we should have but it was worth it. During the tail end of that half 

decade of losing the team was starting to ramp up. In 2019 in particular, moves 

were made to build a great pitching staff headlined by Justin Alexander Jr and Eric 

Oliver. 

 
Here’s the thing about Schroeder: he goes about this business in the same way he talks about his 

clubs, in way that mixes giddy joy with caustic pain--a matter-of-fact way that presumes 

certainty. He’s giddy with joy on hearing that Mauro Flores has opted out of his $25M deal. 

“Idiot,” he says when he hangs up the phone and then does a jig. 

 

That’s the thing with Schoeder. He cares, you see? He cares in the heart-led way that reminds 

me so much of another guy I knew when I was a younger man. It’s not that the game is played, 

you see, but that it’s played in the right way. Mauro Flores is 33. He left in hopes of extending 

his years. Perhaps this will be folly in the end but Schroeder has made up his mind, and the fact 

that he’s found himself with $25M he didn’t think he’d have is all he needs to know. The world, 

you see, works in mysterious ways when you’re around Brett Schroeder, but to him it’s just the 

world, you know? 

 

Yes, the more time I spend here, the more I see the past. 

 

Or is it the past? 

# 
 

 

The duo of Oliver and Alexander Jr led the new Mountie staff from 2019-2021 as 

it rose in the ranks and became a dominant force. 2021 had Oliver coming off a 

fantastic 21-8 season with Alexander Jr and his iron man injury status also soaking 

up a ton of high-quality innings. Things were really looking up as the team in 2021 
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went 91-71 and put itself squarely back on the Brewster map. Then the clock 

struck 2022 and fate decided it was not meant to be.  

 

The offseason leading up to 2022 began with a stunning 

event. Oliver, coming off that dominant 21-win season, 

decided baseball wasn't for him anymore, retired, and 

settled in a monastery in Tibet to become a monk. I put 

on a brave face, made the correct public utterances to get 

the team to rally. They took off to a hot start and 

ultimately a 92-win campaign. However, fate wasn't 

done being cruel to the Mountie faithful as the ironman 

himself, Justin Alexander Jr., during his 12th start of the season suffered his first 

major injury of his career. He blew out his arm and was done for the year. He 

would never recover the dominant SP form he had prior to that injury and 

subsequent injuries would wreck the rest of his career.  

 

While 2022 was a successful season, the writing was on the wall with the sudden 

loss of two aces. Deals were struck to sell off some of the vets and team went into 

a mini rebuild. The rebuild only last 3 seasons and began a run of highly successful 

teams in the late 20's/early 30's. Behind the scenes however all was not well. 

 
Baseball is the greatest sport on the planet because, while no athletic endeavor is “easy,” 

baseball is the most difficult. It combines the need for strength, athleticism, hand-eye 

coordination, intelligence and endurance in ways no other sport does. The best teams don’t 

always win. The season spans the hottest months of the year. If American football, for example, 

is a game of inches, baseball is a game of picometers. The game demands a lot of its players, it’s 

fans, and, yes, its businessmen—all of whom want to win more than anything else. Yet, there can 

be only one.  

 

For a fan, and even for player, though, the off season is a fallow period. A time to watch the 

leaves turn and snow fall on the green grasses of left field. A time to recharge. For a GM, 

though, the opposite is true. 

 

A few days later, and Schroeder is meeting with his organization to deal with expansion draft 

protection lists and picking up minor league free agents. Two trades are in the water, and both 

are going to eventually happen—one getting kids for a veteran, another getting vets for kids. “I 

know what I’m doing,” he snaps at his new assistant GM at one point when the man questions 

the plan.  

 

After the assistant leaves, Schroeder scowls. 

 

This is a thing Schroeder knows, you see—a thing the years have driven into him in the way a 

line of trees get bent to grow with the wind. The game is hard in the way life is hard. It’s not 

enough to know what you’re doing. Not enough to make the right calls. You do your best to read 

the moment, do your best to bring in the right guys at the right prices, and then the hand of fate 

reaches in and makes her way into the world. 

“Then the clock 

struck 2022 and fate 

decided it was not 

meant to be.” 
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# 
 

 

The loss of Oliver for what seemed like no particular reason really damaged my 

enjoyment of the game. After 2022 I was basically just going through the motions. 

The wins weren't as sweet and the losses stung even more. 

 

The offseason going into 2035 presented an opportunity to rejuvenate myself. The 

league was going to expand and I could move from Vancouver and take the reins 

of the new team being established in Boise. I was thinking this would be the 

perfect thing to relight the passion for running a team. Vancouver was coming off 

another rebuild but I had accumulated a number of good young prospects and the 

future was looking brighter and brighter. It seemed like the perfect chance to jump 

ship while leaving Vancouver in a good place and start anew.  

 

2035 started with an exciting expansion draft. The team actually got 

off to a great start and while nobody was foolish enough to think 

Boise would make a playoff push on their debut, they were 

hanging tough and playing a wonderful version of spoiler. Yet 

once again behind the scenes things were not as well as they 

appeared. It pained me to see the GM that succeeded me in 

Vancouver completely botch everything on every conceivable 

level culminating in the horrific Bertram Hahn extension that 

only just stopped haunting the team. I wasn't even running that 

team and it really bothered me. The Boise team had no depth (as 

to be expected from an expansion team) and a major injury 

struck and derailed everything. The hits just kept on coming as some 

league wide kerfuffles blew up and it just became apparent that the joy was gone 

and so was I. I tenured my resignation from the league entirely and completely 

walked away from everything.  

 
You see it, right? The energy. The concern. The passion that flares like the sun but also glowers 

like the coals of a lit cigarette in a dark room. The world is big, you see, and the season is long. 

A man leaves a trail of crumbs behind him, and a GM is no different from any other. At times the 

weight of the past mounts in increments of months lost to injury or weeks, when the team isn’t 

responding, or even days 

 

Today that energy is in full display as Schroeder and his team conference call about the Rule 5 

process—which is a trickle that happens once a year. “The players involved are usually Hail 

Mary’s he says at one point, but at the same time he’s snapping orders for Snapple and 

sandwiches. The game is afoot, and Schroeder is in his element, assessing players, discussing 

plans.  

 



Page 103 

The day starts at 7:45 in the morning and won’t end until 8:30 that night. When he leaves the 

office, his eyes will be bright and darting from place to place. “You wanna go get a burrito?” he 

says as he walks through the dark parking lot. I tell him, sure, and we go to Carlitta’s, a place 

he’s obviously been before. 

# 
 

 

I had been a GM in the league since 1996 and had been pretty shrewd with my 

money, so I decided to travel the world thinking maybe something would provide a 

spark. I needed a new passion. 

 

Two years passed and, on a whim, I found myself visiting the holy 

land of Israel. 

 

As luck would have it, I bumped into some former contacts from 

the BBA League office and struck up a conversation over drinks 

and reminisced about the good old days in the league. I was 

informed the league was looking at firing up an independent league 

centered in the middle east and they were traveling around trying to 

find ownership groups to get the league off the ground. I was 

introduced to Abdul-Rashid Bassam who was trying to establish a franchise in 

Jerusalem. Given my history in the BBA he immediately offered me the GM job. 

 

While the passion was still not there, being a GM was what I was good at and hey 

it would kill some time.  

 

The UMEBA came into existence with a 2037 trial run which gave me the 

opportunity to scout and grow both the major league team and its farm system. The 

official debut season of 2038 rolled around and Jerusalem would go on to have a 

fantastic season culminating in a championship. Going into 2039 Jerusalem were 

the heavy favorite to repeat as champs but yet again the hands of fate would 

conspire to frustrate me. Everything that could go wrong, did go wrong. While the 

season would end with the team achieving a winning record, we were shut out of 

the playoffs and had an early end to the season.  

 

2039 proved to be the most frustrating season I ever 

had at the helm of a team. While nursing my wounds in 

a bar late in the season, who should I stumble upon but 

one Mr. Eric Oliver himself. 

 

“Turns out Tibetan 

monks do on 

occasion get to 

travel.” 
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Turns out Tibetan monks do on occasion get to travel and Oliver took a chance to 

explore the ancient holy land much in the same way I myself found my way there 

two years prior. 

 
It was a dude named John Lennon, I think, who once wrote the line “There are places I’ll 

remember, all my life, though some have changed.” Maybe it was McCartney, but it soulds like a 

John thing. Don’t matter, though. Because whoever wrote it, it’s true. 

 

It’s that way with people, too, right? People change over time. Except, of course, for that rare 

few who seem to just understand things, to understand the world in ways no one else can—

people who you wrap your lives around even if you don’t know yo’re doing it, and who you then 

use a barometers for yourself. I know about Eric Oliver, you see? I know about him even though 

I never met him in person. I can say this because I’ve got one of these guys myself. A mystic man, 

a guy of time and space that hangs around in my bones even when he’s not there—and more 

important, can look down inside the soul of baseball and point out how it’s got me. 

 

How it’s the hardest game in the world because it rips your heart out, then builds it back in ways 

that seem worse until you get it all together and then see it for the way things have to be. 

 

That’s why I’ve taken this job you see? It was Don-o who done it. Don-o who took the shitty 

curveball I served him up while we were sitting in a dead-end bar and whacked it right back at 

me. “You’re a fuckin’ writer,” he said after wiping beer foam off his upper lip. “That’s why.” 

# 
 

 

We reminisced about our shared years in 

Vancouver and, as alcohol tends to loosen one's 

inhibitions, I vented my frustration about the 

current UMEBA situation and my lost passion 

for the game itself. 

 

Oliver, now well versed in the way of the monk, 

went on to show me that I was wrong about the 

passion being gone. Think about it. Its 2039 and 

I'm a million miles away from home GM'ing a 

backwater league team to an 87-75 record and 

claiming that was the single most frustrating 

season I had been a part of? 

 

How is that not passion? 

 

What was really going on here? 

 

It was an extremely sobering moment. 

“ I'm a million miles 

away from home 

GM'ing a backwater 

league team to an 87-

75 record and claiming 

that was the single 

most frustrating season 

I had been a part of? 

 

How is that not 

passion?” 
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Oliver suggested that not only was I not out of passion, I might be more fired up 

about being a GM than ever before. I should think about maybe reaching back out 

the BBA offices and seeing what opportunities were coming in the near future. 

 

I immediately paid our tab and headed out to make some phone calls. 

 

The hands of fate that had been so cruel to me in the 

past seemed to be looking out for me after all. Turns out 

in 2040 the BBA was undergoing its final round of 

proposed expansion and indeed had an opening for a 

GM. Not just any opening either. Legendary GM Matt 

Rectenwald was leaving his long-time position at the 

helm of the Las Vegas Hustlers and moving to a fresh 

challenge in Nashville. 

 

So, there it was. 

 

A second chance at taking over the reins of a blue blood team and being dropped 

into the middle of maybe the toughest division in the newly realigned BBA.  

 
The last time I saw Brett Schroeder, we were in his office. He was getting ready to attend the 

annual Brewster Winter Meetings, fielding calls from agents and laughing at the numbers they 

were giving him. “Hell, man, if I were Carlos Garcia I’d take $12M for five, too!”. He talked 

about the press and the idea that the Hustlers might fall on harder times with the legendary Matt 

Rectenwald stepping out of his seat.  

 

“We’ve got the same core coming back,” he said in rebuttal as he shoved a computer pad into 

his overnight case.  

 

“I’ve been here before, you know?” he said, looking up. There was a glint in his eye and for a 

minute I thought maybe I saw the image of a monk sitting in repose underneath that sparkle. I 

felt this story bubbling up then, this piece of the world wrapping itself around me like the sun 

beating down on the stands behind the home team dugout. For a minute, I thought I heard Don-o 

give one of his dumbassed laughs. 

 

“Yeah, I replied. “I know what you mean.” 

 

Then he was gone, off to catch a plane, off to build a team, off to do the greatest job in the world. 

 

Or, well, maybe the second greatest job in the world I think as I head off to file my story. 

 

“ The hands of fate 

that had been so 

cruel to me in the 

past seemed to be 

looking out for me 

after all.” 
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Active Player Leaderboards 
curated by Randy Weigand 

 

This is a breakdown of various active top 10 leaderboards in various offensive categories. For the 

purposes of this list, active is defined as anyone who has not retired and appeared in a BBA 

game in 2039. The projected totals were done using Bill James’ Favorite Toy tool and for the 

projected place it assumes that they are the only active player still moving up the list (which 

explains why multiple players can have the same projected place with different totals. 

 

GAMES: 
PLACE NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. TOTAL PROJ. PLACE 

1 Valeri Kharlamov 2670 14 2883 8 

2 Mario Soriano 2623 19 2777 11 

3 Cisco Guerrero 2419 44 2687 14 

4 Dusty Rhodes 2225 92 2759 11 

5 Gervasio Ridder 2117 112 2558 22 

6 Alfredo Salazar 2116 113 2339 60 

7 Mark Dempsey 2104 116 2330 62 

8 Jared Gillstrom 2047 135 2581 22 

9 Steve Dempsey 2001 158 2548 22 

10 Lucas McNeill 1870 203 2621 20 

 

RUNS: 
PLACE NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. TOTAL PROJ. PLACE 

1 Jared Gillstrom 1584 22 2001 4 

2 Mario Soriano 1577 23 1642 17 

3 Alfredo Martinez 1484 T37 1838 9 

4 Alfredo Salazar 1412 47 1562 25 

5 Valeri Kharlamov 1376 53 1466 43 

6 Cisco Guerrero 1359 57 1476 39 

7 Lucas McNeill 1353 61 1875 7 

8 Gervasio Ridder 1310 75 1508 34 

9 Dusty Rhodes 1278 88 1616 19 

10 Steve Dempsey 1216 106 1493 35 

 

HITS: 
PLACE NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. TOTAL PROJ. PLACE 

1 Mario Soriano 3302 9 3446 7 

2 Dusty Rhodes 3031 17 3856 3 

3 Cisco Guerrero 2983 20 3252 11 

4 Jared Gillstrom 2742 30 3442 7 

5 Valeri Kharlamov 2719 32 2881 22 

6 Steve Dempsey 2687 T35 3380 8 

7 Gervasio Ridder 2595 52 2986 20 

8 Lucas McNeill 2179 130 3019 18 

9 Gerardo Guzman 2156 139 2848 22 

10 Alfredo Salazar 2121 T148 2311 T102 
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DOUBLES: 
PLACE NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. TOTAL PROJ. PLACE 

1 Steve Dempsey 587 T17 734 3 

2 Valeri Kharlamov 544 T31 573 23 

3 Gervasio Ridder 513 47 596 16 

4 Cisco Guerrero 479 68 529 39 

5 Lucas McNeill 473 71 611 15 

6 Mario Soriano 467 T76 483 67 

7 Sean Maguire 397 146 490 62 

8 Jared Gillstrom 391 T150 478 T69 

9 Alfredo Salazar 378 T170 415 T127 

10 John Hickman 376 176 702 T4 

 

TRIPLES: 
PLACE NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. TOTAL PROJ. PLACE 

1 Mario Soriano 148 10 153 10 

2 Chang-hyeok Chang 115 T25 210 2 

3 Gerardo Guzman 111 T30 145 12 

4 Jorge Rodriguez 111 T30 133 14 

5 Steve Dempsey 107 36 127 18 

6 Abdelwahab Kamade 98 T51 200 3 

7 Lloyd Braun 94 T57 139 13 

8 Xue-qin Man 89 T65 111 T30 

9 Jaime Ramirez 76 T98 166 8 

T10 Alex Ramirez 75 T99 82 T77 

T10 Charles Martin 75 T99 99 T49 

 

HOME RUNS: 
PLACE NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. TOTAL PROJ. PLACE 

1 Alfredo Martinez 534 17 668 4 

2 William Moreland 482 27 657 4 

3 Jared Gillstrom 462 T35 575 10 

4 Rupert Grant 460 37 517 18 

5 Mark Dempsey 456 38 496 T22 

6 Jon Mick 449 42 624 6 

7 Carlton Winson 444 T46 554 14 

8 Gervasio Ridder 439 T49 491 T24 

9 Norris Rutledge 437 51 583 T9 

10 Cisco Guerrero 434 53 463 35 

 

RBI: 
PLACE NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. TOTAL PROJ. PLACE 

1 Cisco Guerrero 1677 17 1821 9 

2 Gervasio Ridder 1513 31 1753 T11 

3 Jon Mick 1449 39 2021 4 

4 Jared Gillstrom 1442 42 1756 11 

5 Alfredo Salazar 1331 67 1461 36 

6 Dusty Rhodes 1298 73 1591 22 

7 Rupert Grant 1279 77 1421 47 

8 Alfredo Martinez 1277 78 1562 25 

9 Mark Dempsey 1259 83 1367 63 

10 William Moreland 1248 86 1690 17 
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SB: 
PLACE NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. TOTAL PROJ. PLACE 

1 Mons Raider 1052 4 1610 1 

2 Mario Soriano 946 6 981 6 

3 Steve Dempsey 846 10 1010 5 

4 Gerardo Guzman 804 13 1056 3 

5 Jorge Rodriguez 764 16 1009 5 

6 Claudio Defazio 689 19 879 9 

7 Alfredo Martinez 605 26 714 18 

8 Norris Rutledge 597 28 798 14 

9 William S. Hardy 572 T33 808 13 

10 Ettienne R. LaFitte 547 37 782 16 

 

WALKS: 
PLACE NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. TOTAL PROJ. PLACE 

1 Alfredo Salazar 1339 17 1491 12 

2 Alfredo Martinez 1320 19 1671 7 

3 Valeri Kharlamov 1171 31 1284 21 

4 Mark Wareham 1115 37 1796 4 

5 Mark Simpson 1112 39 1843 4 

6 Carlton Winson 1009 63 1320 T19 

7 Bertram Hahn 945 79 1145 34 

8 Claudio Defazio 937 81 1385 15 

9 Jorge Rodriguez 905 96 1164 32 

10 Tai hoi Wie 904 97 1805 4 

 

STRIKEOUTS: 
PLACE NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. TOTAL PROJ. PLACE 

1 Valeri Kharlamov 2786 2 3022 1 

2 Rupert Grant 2417 11 2799 1 

3 Domenic Wyatt 2017 36 2673 6 

4 Mark Dempsey 1924 46 2132 27 

5 Norris Rutledge 1717 T80 2446 10 

6 Jared Gillstrom 1634 107 2053 30 

7 Alfredo Martinez 1616 110 2223 22 

8 Ettienne R. LaFitte 1605 114 2562 T8 

9 Shag Hopkins 1591 T119 2153 25 

10 Carlton Winson 1571 T122 2144 T25 

 

AVG: 
PLACE NAME TOTAL OVERALL 

1 Dusty Rhodes .335 4 

2 Francisco Flores .333 6 

3 Jared Gillstrom .330 T10 

4 Steve Dempsey .326 T18 

T5 Mario Guerrer .323 T27 

T5 Juan Mendoza .323 T27 

7 Juan Karyabwite .321 34 

8 Gervasio Ridder .319 T36 

T9 John Hickman .318 T41 

T9 Lorenzo Palacios .318 T41 
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OBP:  
PLACE NAME TOTAL OVERALL 

1 Mons Raider .415 8 

2 Tai hoi Wie .410 12 

3 Manuel Marino .401 T19 

4 Alfredo Martinez .400 T21 

5 Jharod Thealer .398 T23 

6 Lorenzo Palacios .397 T26 

7 Jorge Rodriguez .396 T29 

T8 Juan Mendoza .395 T31 

T8 Mark Simpson .395 T31 

10 Lionnel Crepin .394 T35 

 

SLG: 
PLACE NAME TOTAL OVERALL 

1 Emilio Morales .572 3 

2 David Noboru .569 4 

3 Alfredo Martinez .568 5 

T4 Mario Guerrer .566 T7 

T4 William Moreland .566 T7 

6 Lorenzo Palacios .565 9 

7 Carlton Winson .564 10 

8 Manuel Marino .561 13 

T9 Jared Gillstrom .560 T14 

T9 Justin Jackson .560 T14 

 

OPS:  
PLACE NAME TOTAL OVERALL 

1 Alfredo Martinez .968 2 

2 Manuel Marino .963 3 

3 Lorenzo Palacios .962 4 

4 Mario Guerrer .948 9 

T5 Carlton Winson .944 T11 

T5 Jared Gillstrom .944 T11 

7 William Moreland .934 18 

T8 Tai hoi Wie .933 T19 

T8 Gervasio Ridder .933 T19 

10 Angel Zalapa .927 22 

 

WAR: 
PLACE NAME TOTAL OVERALL 

1 Jared Gillstrom 101.7 8 

2 Alfredo Martinez 75.3 T33 

3 Alfredo Salazar 73.0 40 

4 Cisco Arreola 68.8 51 

5 Valeri Kharlamov 68.4 52 

6 Mario Soriano 68.3 T53 

7 Gervasio Ridder 67.0 57 

8 Cisco Guerrero 66.7 59 

9 Lucas McNeill 65.4 64 

10 Mark Dempsey 62.6 78 
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TIMES ON BASE: 
PLACE NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. TOTAL PROJ. PLACE 

1 Valeri Kharlamov 3890 23 4166 19 

2 Mario Soriano 3809 26 3986 23 

T3 Cisco Guerrero  3705 T35 4062 23 

T3 Dusty Rhodes 3705 T35 4684 9 

5 Jared Gillstrom 3492 50 4422 13 

6 Alfredo Salazar 3460 51 3802 28 

7 Gervasio Ridder 3393 56 3941 23 

8 Lucas McNeill 3082 102 4231 16 

9 Alfredo Martinez 3078 104 3836 26 

10 Steve Dempsey 3043 114 3838 26 

 

EXTRA BASE HITS: 
PLACE NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. TOTAL PROJ. PLACE 

1 Gervasio Ridder 974 T34 1114 16 

2 Cisco Guerrero 935 46 1019 28 

3 Jared Gillstrom 923 48 1137 15 

4 Lucas McNeill 910 52 1235 6 

5 Valeri Kharlamov 865 72 914 51 

6 Alfredo Salazar 855 77 948 45 

7 Mark Dempsey 817 T91 890 61 

8 Norris Rutledge 802 97 1039 28 

9 Jon Mick 798 99 1124 16 

10 Cisco Arreola 780 T115 874 T68 

 

SINGLES: 
PLACE NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. TOTAL PROJ. PLACE 

1 Mario Soriano 2653 1 2775 1 

2 Dusty Rhodes 2573 2 3274 1 

3 Cisco Guerrero 2048 23 2233 12 

4 Steve Dempsey 1962 28 2478 6 

5 Valeri Kharlamov 1854 40 1967 27 

6 Jared Gillstrom 1819 44 2305 10 

7 Gervasio Ridder 1621 T81 1871 38 

8 Gerardo Guzman 1619 83 2165 17 

9 Jorge Rodriguez 1464 131 1846 41 

10 Carlos Gonzales 1363 172 1813 T47 

 

TOTAL BASES: 
PLACE NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. TOTAL PROJ. PLACE 

1 Cisco Guerrero 4808 20 5226 13 

2 Jared Gillstrom 4659 24 5813 6 

3 Gervasio Ridder 4469 35 5111 16 

4 Mario Soriano 4167 58 4341 42 

5 Valeri Kharlamov 4164 59 4414 39 

6 Dusty Rhodes 3960 T74 5044 16 

7 Lucas McNeill 3897 82 5415 11 

8 Alfredo Salazar 3879 84 4267 49 

9 Mark Dempsey 3845 91 4182 55 

10 Norris Rutledge 3707 107 4851 19 
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All of the following tables are totals/162 games (with the exception of WAR which is by 

season), and have the all-time leaders on the left and active leaders on the right. For the active 

leaderboard, their overall place is in parenthesis. Bolded players are HOF and there is a 2000 AB 

minimum. 

 

WAR 
PLACE NAME TOTAL LAST SEASON PLACE NAME TOTAL 

1 Jared Gillstrom 7.26 ACTIVE 1 (1) Jared Gillstrom 7.26 

2 Steve Collins 7.22 1994 2 (6) Angel Zalapa 6.13 

3 Charles Puckett 6.59 2021 3 (7) Mark Simpson 5.69 

4 Rogelio Morales 6.55 2016 4 (11) David Noboru 5.47 

5 Rafael Rodriguez 6.30 2011 5 (17) Carlton Winson 5.15 

6 Angel Zalapa 6.13 ACTIVE 6 (21) Lucas McNeill 5.03 

7 Mark Simpson 5.69 ACTIVE 7 (27) Alfredo Salazar 4.87 

8 Ross White 5.68 2009 8 (32) Juan Mendoza 4.74 

9 Roman Empire 5.49 2014 9 (34) Alfredo Martinez 4.71 

10 Bopper Kengos 5.49 2018 10 (41) Luis Maldonado 4.60 

 

RUNS 
PLACE NAME TOTAL LAST SEASON PLACE NAME TOTAL 

1 Alfredo Martinez 130.73 ACTIVE 1 (1) Alfredo Martinez 130.73 

2 Mons Raider 129.79 ACTIVE 2 (2) Mons Raider 129.79 

3 Quant Kouros 126.11 ACTIVE 3 (3) Quant Kouros 126.11 

4 Jared Gillstrom 125.36 ACTIVE 4 (4) Jared Gillstrom 125.36 

5 Chris Coll 124.10 2005 5 (8) David Noboru 119.09 

6 Charles Puckett 122.02 2021 6 (13) Lucas McNeill 117.21 

7 Armando Santos 120.65 2013 7 (15) Chip Puckett 115.59 

8 David Noboru 119.09 ACTIVE 8 (16) Mark Wareham 115.06 

9 Sawyer Silk 119.00 1995 9 (18) Ettienne R. LaFitte 114.51 

10 Daniel Labrie 118.82 2012 10 (20) Ricardo Hernandez 113.71 

 

HITS 
PLACE NAME TOTAL LAST SEASON PLACE NAME TOTAL 

1 Steve Collins 229.97 1994 1 (5) Dusty Rhodes 220.68 

2 John Neely 225.61 2009 2 (6) Steve Dempsey 217.54 

3 Hector Valentin 223.34 2035 3 (7) Jared Gillstrom 217.00 

4 Tom Mohler 221.38 2004 4 (9) Juan Karyabwite 215.53 

5 Dusty Rhodes 220.68 ACTIVE 5 (13) Mike Ellis 210.03 

6 Steve Dempsey 217.54 ACTIVE 6 (14) David Noboru 209.10 

7 Jared Gillstrom 217.00 ACTIVE 7 (15) Juan Mendoza 206.67 

8 Diego Jose 216.06 1995 8 (17) Chang-hyeok Chang 204.31 

9 Juan Karyabwite 215.53 ACTIVE 9 (18) Mario Soriano 203.94 

10 Juan Garcia 214.05 2024 10 (19) Francisco Flores 203.55 
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2B 
PLACE NAME TOTAL LAST SEASON PLACE NAME TOTAL 

1 Emile Santos 55.53 1994 1 (14) Joaquin Camacho 47.78 

2 Bob Skube 53.03 1994 2 (15) Wilton Rivera 47.67 

3 Tom Laverriere 51.08 1993 3 (16) Steve Dempsey 47.52 

4 Alistar Sharpe 50.42 2001 4 (19) Mike Ellis 46.85 

5 Domingo Fierro 50.40 2025 5 (21) John Hickman 46.32 

6 Kirk Valdovinos 49.81 1987 6 (22) Thad Meyer 45.81 

7 Earl Jackson 49.73 2037 7 (23) Quant Kouros 45.74 

8 Ken Gould 49.47 2023 8 (24) Scott Harper 45.48 

9 Fraser Dodson 48.71 2021 9 (27) Lorenzo Palacios 45.01 

10 Ben Hargrove 48.71 2017 10 (28) Fernando Martinez 44.97 

 

3B 
PLACE NAME TOTAL LAST SEASON PLACE NAME TOTAL 

1 Luke Zalusky 19.63 1992 1 (6) Chang-hyeok Chang 13.90 

2 Neville Byas 15.95 2006 2 (14) Abdelwahab Kamade 12.76 

3 Willie Mays Hayes 15.36 1980 3 (15) Rashardo Menne III 12.44 

4 Milt Linares Jr. 15.07 2023 4 (16) Juan Santana 12.17 

5 John Bockus 14.44 1994 5 (17) Charles Martin 12.10 

6 Chang-hyeok Chang 13.90 ACTIVE 6 (19) Xue-qin Man 11.38 

7 Jerry Johnson 13.86 1993 7 (20) Tim Torres 11.25 

8 Tom Laverriere 13.78 1993 8 (22) Francisco Marin 11.00 

9 Joseph Saddler 13.59 1994 9 (29) Jaime Ramirez 10.55 

10 Glen Groves 13.34 1997 10 (38) Desiderius Kirshbaum 9.83 

 

HR 
PLACE NAME TOTAL LAST SEASON PLACE NAME TOTAL 

1 Long Chamberlain 50.54 1994 1 (2) Yancy Cravat 50.54 

2 Yancy Cravat 50.54 ACTIVE 2 (3) Emilio Morales 49.72 

3 Emilio Morales 49.72 ACTIVE 3 (4) Carlton Winson 48.96 

4 Carlton Winson 48.96 ACTIVE 4 (5) Alfredo Martinez 47.04 

5 Alfredo Martinez 47.04 ACTIVE 5 (7) William Moreland 44.42 

6 Billy Wilson 46.30 1998 6 (10) Angel Zalapa 43.76 

7 William Moreland 44.42 ACTIVE 7 (14) David Noboru 42.68 

8 Jim Wilson 44.36 2015 8 (16) Jon Mick 42.19 

9 Joe Belinda 44.17 1999 9 (17) Luis Maldonado 41.73 

10 Angel Zalapa 43.76 ACTIVE 10 (24) Rupert Grant 40.35 

 

RBI 
PLACE NAME TOTAL LAST SEASON PLACE NAME TOTAL 

1 Jon Mick 136.16 ACTIVE 1 (1) Jon Mick 136.16 

2 Bopper Kengos 133.96 2018 2 (3) Emilio Morales 130.28 

3 Emilio Morales 130.28 ACTIVE 3 (4) Mario Guerrer 128.59 

4 Mario Guerrer 128.59 ACTIVE 4 (13) Luis Maldonado 121.50 

5 David Smurf 127.53 1999 5 (15) Mario Balderas 120.85 

6 Stephen Lubin 126.72 2012 6 (19) Yancy Cravat 119.10 

7 Billy Wilson 126.20 1998 7 (21) Ettienne R. LaFitte 117.25 

8 Sawyer Silk 125.93 1995 8 (23) Angel Zalapa 116.61 

9 Dexter Sheehan 124.91 2017 9 (25) David Noboru 116.41 

10 Long Chamberlain 124.00 1994 10 (26) Fernando Cruz 116.09 
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SB 
PLACE NAME TOTAL LAST SEASON PLACE NAME TOTAL 

1 Mons Raider 140.04 ACTIVE 1 (1) Mons Raider 140.04 

2 Zebediah Williams 86.20 2000 2 (3) Quant Kouros 81.88 

3 Quant Kouros 81.88 ACTIVE 3 (6) Claudio Defazio 77.57 

4 Antonio Valentin 80.50 2038 4 (9) Jose Cortez 72.80 

5 Anthony Walker 78.97 1993 5 (14) William S. Hardy 70.57 

6 Claudio Defazio 77.57 ACTIVE 6 (15) Gerardo Guzman 69.95 

7 Dash Kelly 74.64 2008 7 (17) Juan Karyabwite 69.36 

8 Icehouse Bolton 74.52 1993 8 (18) Chip Puckett 68.95 

9 Jose Cortez 72.80 ACTIVE 9 (20) Steve Dempsey 68.49 

10 Willie Mays Hayes 71.82 1980 10 (21) Jorge Rodriguez 66.40 

 

WALKS 
PLACE NAME TOTAL LAST SEASON PLACE NAME TOTAL 

1 Mark Wareham 138.10 ACTIVE 1 (1) Mark Wareham 138.10 

2 Douglas Newhouse 117.81 2015 2 (3) Tai hoi Wie 117.53 

3 Tai hoi Wie 117.53 ACTIVE 3 (4) Alfredo Martinez 116.28 

4 Alfredo Martinez 116.28 ACTIVE 4 (6) Jharod Thealer 115.22 

5 Joe Gillstrom 116.14 1983 5 (7) Mark Simpson 114.09 

6 Jharod Thealer 115.22 ACTIVE 6 (10) Mons Raider 111.28 

7 Mark Simpson 114.09 ACTIVE 7 (11) Carlton Winson 111.27 

8 Daniel Labrie 112.20 2012 8 (12) Lionnel Crepin 109.48 

9 Rogelio Morales 112.18 2016 9 (16) Jayden Harsnett 105.70 

10 Mons Raider 111.28 ACTIVE 10 (17) Claudio Defazio 105.49 

 

MOST STRIKEOUTS 
PLACE NAME TOTAL LAST SEASON PLACE NAME TOTAL 

1 Robert Gowron 220.97 ACTIVE 1 (1) Robert Gowron 220.97 

2 Gabriel Talamante 213.02 ACTIVE 2 (2) Gabriel Talamante 213.02 

3 Rupert Grant 211.99 ACTIVE 3 (3) Rupert Grant 211.99 

4 Sam Adams 211.31 2035 4 (5) Dong-soo Chon 206.42 

5 Dong-soo Chon 206.42 ACTIVE 5 (7) Shag Hopkins 206.19 

6 Paul Backstrom 206.25 2036 6 (8) Domenic Wyatt 205.63 

7 Shag Hopkins 206.19 ACTIVE 7 (11) Carlos Garcia 195.98 

8 Domenic Wyatt 205.63 ACTIVE 8 (29) Jesus Mojica 181.49 

9 Roberto Lopez 198.32 2038 9 (41) Jim Tremblett 175.88 

10 Mario Murillo 197.36 2036 10 (47) Carlton Winson 173.25 

 

FEWEST STRIKEOUTS 
PLACE NAME TOTAL LAST SEASON PLACE NAME TOTAL 

1 Wilford Rarick 0.00 1986 1 (16) Augie Plascencia 29.64 

2 Erik Bjornstad 11.89 1995 2 (20) Dusty Rhodes 30.07 

3 Matthew Callahan 19.64 1987 3 (31) Sergio Maldonado 33.12 

4 Tim Ferrick 19.95 1991 4 (52) Jorge Rodriguez 39.02 

5 Xellos Mazoku 20.76 1989 5 (56) Desiderius Kirshbaum 40.39 

6 Ronald Nee 20.96 1989 6 (69) George Lee Anderson V 42.21 

7 Luis Cannella 24.04 1985 7 (72) Charles Martin 42.76 

8 Raul Montero 24.36 1989 8 (84) Emilio Morales 45.82 

9 Gary Barr 24.69 2004 9 (91) Mario Soriano 46.57 

10 Liam Carr 26.54 1989 10 (93) Luis Soto 47.03 
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TIMES ON BASE 
PLACE NAME TOTAL LAST SEASON PLACE NAME TOTAL 

1 Daniel Labrie 315.49 2012 1 (4) Mons Raider 302.44 

2 Tipper Kengos 305.51 2016 2 (8) Tai hoi Wie 287.47 

3 Rogelio Morales 303.32 2016 3 (9) Mark Simpson 285.22 

4 Mons Raider 302.44 ACTIVE 4 (13) Mark Wareham 282.76 

5 Charles Puckett 300.48 2021 5 (22) Jharod Thealer 276.72 

6 Roman Empire 295.80 2014 6 (23) Jared Gillstrom 276.36 

7 Rafael Rodriguez 291.18 2011 7 (27) Juan Mendoza 275.33 

8 Tai hoi Wie 287.47 ACTIVE 8 (34) Alfredo Martinez 271.15 

9 Mark Simpson 285.22 ACTIVE 9 (35) Dusty Rhodes 269.76 

10 Steve Collins 284.97 1994 10 (36) Lionnel Crepin 269.09 

 

EXTRA BASE HITS 
PLACE NAME TOTAL LAST SEASON PLACE NAME TOTAL 

1 Long Chamberlain 94.85 1994 1 (4) David Noboru 85.24 

2 Morris Pennebaker 88.81 2007 2 (6) Justin Jackson 83.84 

3 Sawyer Silk 85.45 1995 3 (7) Bartolo Ortiz 83.04 

4 David Noboru 85.24 ACTIVE 4 (9) Lorenzo Palacios 81.10 

5 Billy Wilson 84.52 1998 5 (13) Hsin Mei 80.38 

6 Justin Jackson 83.84 ACTIVE 6 (18) Lucas McNeill 78.83 

7 Bartolo Ortiz 83.04 ACTIVE 7 (19) Emilio Morales 78.80 

8 Vince Milani 81.35 1983 8 (22) Thad Meyer 78.08 

9 Lorenzo Palacios 81.10 ACTIVE 9 (23) Manuel Marino 77.78 

10 Billy Reed 81.00 1986 10 (25) Mario Guerrer 77.67 

 

SINGLES 
PLACE NAME TOTAL LAST SEASON PLACE NAME TOTAL 

1 Dusty Rhodes 187.34 ACTIVE 1 (1) Dusty Rhodes 187.34 

2 Hector Valentin 178.15 2035 2 (9) Mario Soriano 163.85 

3 Tom Mohler 173.73 2004 3 (11) Steve Dempsey 157.22 

4 Diego Jose 170.88 1995 4 (13) Mons Raider 153.21 

5 Andrew Ivey 168.42 2024 5 (16) Chip Puckett 151.74 

6 John Neely 164.54 2009 6 (21) Juan Karyabwite 148.88 

7 Ryoko Masaki 164.49 1991 7 (25) Luis Gonzalez 147.32 

8 Steve Collins 163.89 1994 8 (40) Augie Plascencia 144.58 

9 Mario Soriano 163.85 ACTIVE 9 (41) Harlan W. Moore 144.45 

10 Gustavo Maldonado 159.80 2009 10 (43) Chang-hyeok Chang 144.11 

 

TOTAL BASES 
PLACE NAME TOTAL LAST SEASON PLACE NAME TOTAL 

1 David Noboru 386.22 ACTIVE 1 (1) David Noboru 386.22 

2 Jared Gillstrom 368.71 ACTIVE 2 (2) Jared Gillstrom 368.71 

3 Emilio Morales 363.40 ACTIVE 3 (3) Emilio Morales 363.40 

4 Morris Pennebaker 362.63 2007 4 (5) Mario Guerrer 356.54 

5 Mario Guerrer 356.54 ACTIVE 5 (10) Justin Jackson 349.11 

6 Bopper Kengos 356.10 2018 6 (13) Ettienne R. LaFitte 346.37 

7 Jim Wilson 356.08 2015 7 (15) Angel Zalapa 346.02 

8 Ross White 352.53 2009 8 (17) Lorenzo Palacios 345.57 

9 Bolt Vanderhugen 350.45 2007 9 (22) Gervasio Ridder 341.98 

10 Justin Jackson 349.11 ACTIVE 10 (24) Jon Mick 339.79 

Is the Brewster Entering 
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The 2nd Age of Lumber? 
 
Podcast commentary? Forum posts? Slack chats? We’ve all heard it: everyone needs 
pitching. And’ it’s true. The world is changing all around the BBA. Don’t trust me? 
Here’s a chart for the ages, as they say. 
 
After hitting rock bottom in the pitcher’s Halcion days of the early twenties, 
ERA around the league has slowly, inexorably, edges upward most every year 
until now the league has entered a period that looks a whole lot like the 
lumbered age of the twenty-naughties. 
 
Questions can be asked, of course. 
 
Is this a question of pitcher quality, or have hitters just gotten 
better? What about ballparks? We’ve seen an “offensing” of our environment a bit lately—how 
much has that changed the environment?  

 
Of course, it could also be 
that pitching is just that 
much worse. 
 
There are other questions, 
too. Things like: do voters 
take this chasm difference 
into account when they 
look at things like awards 
and Hall of Fame voting. 
Hitters from 2015-2020 
are at quite the 
disadvantage, right? Same 
for pitchers who came of 
age in 2005-2015. 
 
Questions like: how would 
a GM take this 
information into account? 

 
The answers to all these are, I don’t know—or at best, it depends on the eye of the 
beholder, right? 
 
All we can say for sure is that the Second age of Lumber appears to have arrived. 
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MORE People Who Have Not Advertised 
With Us 
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Here’s To Another 
Great Season! 

 

 

 
 


