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FINAL 2040 STANDINGS 

 

 

  

 

Geogehgan Round  

 

Las Vegas 3 – Calgary 2 

New O 3 - Jacksonville 1 

Omaha 3 – Long Beach 1 

Louisville 3 – San Fernan 2 
 

Doubleday Round 
Edmonton 4 – New O 2 

Las Vegas 4 – Rockville 3 

Y. Springs 4 – Omaha 3 

Louisville 4 – California 3 

 

Cartwright Cup 
Las Vegas 4 – Edmonton 2 

Louisville 4 – Y. Springs 3 

 

Landis Memorial 

Series 
Las Vegas  4 – Louisville 3 
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FINAL 2040 STANDINGS 
 

 

  

 

 

League Championship Series 

Cairo 4 – Manama 2 

Jerusalem  4 – Bucharest 3 

Doubleday Round 

Jerusalem  4 – Cairo 3 
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2041 BBA Hall of Fame Inductee Announced 
 

A Wrong Is Righted 

Mitrani Finally Elected to Hall of Fame 
Remembrance by Matt Rectenwald 

 
San Fernando's GM Randy Weigand is charge of the franchise that was once the Buffalo Bison. 

One of their greatest pitchers was Amen Mitrani. Weigand never has Mitrani under his direct 

employ but recognized the omission of his franchises best hurler and was championing his 

candidacy for the last several months. "Can we get Amen Mitrani on there (the veterans 

committee nomination to the Hall of Fame ballot) at some point? Bit biased because he is my 

franchise, but his numbers are incredible," Weigand pleaded. "By JAWS (reasonable method), 

Amen Mitrani is the 13th best pitcher of all time and the 6th best of the modern era." 

 

 
 
Years before Weigand took notice, current Portland GM Chris Wilson was talking about 

Mitrani's place in history when he named an all Buffalo/Havana team over a decade ago. 

"Mitrani was a borderline HOF with 215 wins and 3,199 strikeouts," Wilson mused. "He had 4 

seasons of 20 or more wins, but despite all those wins, never managed to win a Nebraska 

Award. He'd likely be the starter for a dozen teams in the league in this feature had he played for 

them and not his entire career in Buffalo stuck in the shadow of Steve Nebraska." 

 

Even the Commissioner, Matt Rectenwald, had strong feelings to elect Mitrani to the Hall. "So 

he only had a nine year peak. It was one hell of a peak. He's only a borderline Hall of Famer 
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because he had some injury problems later in his career. How in the world did he only make two 

All-Star teams?" Recently he succinctly expressed those feelings once again. "Mitrani is such a 

blatant omission," said Rectenwald. "89 WAR. Come on." 

 

Matthew Bornac was Mitrani's GM in Buffalo. When Mitrani retired after the 2009 season, 

Bornac offered a short but heartfelt tribute. "As previously announced by the star himself, Amen 

'Constantine' Mitrani turned in his badge to General Manager Matthew Bornac and owner 

Thomas Haines over some tears and laughter. No one in Western New York or the greater 

region will forget the 215 wins or the nearly 3,200 strike outs that Mitrani put together over 15 

seasons. While he was never able to win a championship in Buffalo, it's easy to say that what 

Mitrani did win was the hearts and admiration of the Buffalo faithful, some of the best fans in 

the MBWBA." 

 

Justin Niles recently asked the question in an episode of This Week In The Brewster. "Frankly I 

don't know how he didn't get elected in the first place," Niles said. In the 2021 Hall of Fame 

voting, Mitrani somehow only garnered 31.82% support for the Hall of Fame (ironically 

BELOW the 36.36% fellow Veterans nominee John Rasmussen earned on that same vote). 

 

Enough with the past, let's talk about the present. The timing and the spotlight were both right 

for Mitrani twenty years after that vote, as the voters have now elected Mitrani to the Brewster 

Baseball Hall of Fame. Of the 34 voters, Mitrani received a YES from 30 of them, resulting in 

88.24% of the vote and an easy election to the Hall. 

 

 
 
Mitrani would be alone in gaining election to the Hall of Fame this season. A quick look at the 

rest of the candidates, in descending order of vote percentage: 

 
• Mario Soriano came two votes shy of election in his first year on the ballot, and should be a strong favorite to pick up 

those votes next season. 
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• Mike Love, in his last year on the ballot, couldn't make it in. He got 58%. 

• Another first year candidate, Valeri Kharlamov, matched Love's percentage. It'll be interesting to see if his candidacy 

can gain traction over the next six years. 

• Rasmussen, a Veterans nominee, was also at 58% and missed what figures to be his last chance at election. 

• Diego Moreno lost 10% support this season. Puzzling. 

• LaLoosh gained 8% in his second year on the ballot. 

• Lopez dropped 4% this season. 

• Sanguinacco (38%) and Carlyle (32%) will both drop off the ballot after seven years. Sanguinacco has been largely 

undervalued by the voting populace. 

• Ornelas dropped 4% this season. 

• Sobah, a veterans candidate, only got 17.65% support. 

• Norris Rutledge got 17% in his first year and figures to hang around the bottom of the ballot for some time. 

• Pablo lost 10% and it looks like his candidacy has lost all traction. 

• Lewis Stephens slim hopes stayed alive, but barely, as he got 11.76% of the vote. 

• Tim McGraw and Dave Manzanillo both got 11.76% of the vote as Veterans nominees. 

• Miguel Macias (5.88%) and Victor Guerra (2.94%) both drop off the ballot after one year. 
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The Day of Las Vegas’ 2040 Landis Victory: 
(An Absolutely Factual Account) 
 
 
You might think you know California GM “Shoeless” Doug Omstead from his, uh, rank 

podcast, or, er, his ranking podcast…oh, whatever. But here’s another side of his expertise—

secretly looking in on Landis Champs in mid-series. Hmmm…maybe we’ll have to send 

Helga in to check out his methods…or Hilda…or (shudder) Kate … 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The contrast of his pale, white legs against the dull dark brown of his company-issued 

shorts and socks matched the contrast of his outward level of cheerfulness and his true inner 

loathing for everything about this time of year. 

“So nice to see you this afternoon, Mrs. Olson,” Brett Schroeder said, handing her a 

small box. “I’d tell you to have a Merry Christmas, but I’m sure I’ll have a couple more 

chances this week.” 

Mrs. Olson took the box, laughing, “You know me too well.  Oh, and don’t tell Art.  He 

hates all the online shopping I do.” 

“Of course.  Your secret is safe with me,” Schroeder said with a wink, but doing all he 

can not to roll his eyes. 

“Thanks, dear,” said Mrs. Olson. “Oh, and Brett, don’t you think you should be wearing 

pants? It is December after-all.” 

“Meh, I’m fine.” 

Schroeder sauntered back to his truck and, with a quick wave, began driving to his next 

stop down the road. 

*ding ding*   *ding ding* 

He looked down at his phone sitting in a drink holder on the console. It was another 

message on the Brewster Slack forums. 

“Ha.  Another message from No-Show-Joe,” he said to himself, shaking his head. “That 

guy …  gee golly.” 

He took a bite of a half-eaten Slim Jim sitting on his dash and picked up his phone to 

reply. 
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‘I just don’t think I’m going to pull it out. I’ve had a nice run, but I’m just not the better 

team.’ 

Schroeder set the phone back on the console and pulled over at his next address.  He 

took a sip of blue 7-11 slushy he picked up a while back and headed to the back of the truck 

to retrieve a package. 

The next several hours went very much the same – quick, jovial small talk, short drives, 

and bites of Slim Jims. All was quite normal except for the sense of nervousness Schroeder 

felt for the impending Landis series games to be played that night. His Las Vegas squad – a 

team commissioner Matt Rectenberg built over many, many season and Schroeder 

massaged, unassembled, and reassembled over his short season-long tenure – was to face the 

upstart evil-empire-esque squad from Louisville, under the dark-side command of Stephen 

“Darth Vader” Shaw. 

Both teams found their way to the Landis as Wild Card teams. Both teams became hot 

at the right time. 

--- 

Later that evening, Schroeder parked his nearly empty truck on the curb outside his 

basement apartment. Grabbing the six-pack of Old Milwaukee and Little Caesars pizza he’d 

picked up on the way home, Schroeder took a deep breath and trudged through the un-

shoveled walkway along the side of the old house to the steps leading down to his home of 

12 years. 

“A Fed-Ex package?” he said as he saw a package sitting against his door. “God damn 

it, Fred.” 

After settling in, he grabbed a scissors from an old Don Majkowski coffee mug sitting 

on his counter and cut open the top of the Fed-Ex box. Reaching inside, he pulled out a loaf 

of banana bread and read the attached note:  

 

Dearest Brett, 

I hope this banana bread finds you well and in good spirits.  May the wonders of 

another Wisconsin winter comfort your beautiful heart. 

Your best friend forever, 

Fred 

 

“Meh,” Schroeder said, tossing the note into the garbage. He walked over to his orange 

patterned couch and plopped down. Cracking a beer, he lifted the screen of his overworked 

laptop and hastily closed the six Internet Explorer tabs left on r/gonewildmanitowoc. “Oh, 

I’ll be back to see you later, but first ...” 

Schroeder clicked open Slack and the Brewster forums. 
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He typed out a message about how awful his team was, noticed Darth Shaw did the 

same, and quickly added another even more self-depreciating message. 

“How dare he think he can out-superstition me?” he said, slamming a greasy piece of 

pizza into his mouth. “I invented superstition in the BBA.” 

*ding ding* 

It was Recte. It was time. 

A cold sweat engulfed Schroeder’s entire body. He rubbed his pizza-sauce covered 

hands through his hair and rubbed his face. “Can I do it? Can we actually win?” He let 

himself have a moment of hope – a moment to appreciate the possibilities. 

“No. I have no chance. We’re just terrible.” 

The moment had passed. The cold sweats were back. Feeling uneasy, he unbuttoned his 

stained UPS shirt to give himself some release and rubbed at his awkwardly hairy chest. He 

smiled as he found a Flamin’ Hot Cheetos within its webs and plopped it in his mouth. 

“Meh. Stale.” 

The Landis Series unfolding before him, on the other hand, was anything but stale. Tied 

at three games apiece, he watched as Recte started the seventh and final game to decide the 

series. Schroeder cracked another beer, closed his eyes, and said a quick prayer to his lord 

and savior, Robin Yount. 

The game did not go well for his Las Vegas squad. Down to their last at bat in the 

bottom of the ninth, they found themselves down three runs – an almost unsurmountable 

deficit against a tight Louisville team. 

Schroeder set his beer down on the coffee table, made an undiscernible sound, and 

picked up one his many decorative throw pillows, throwing it hard against the blind-covered 

window next to his front door. “Damn it!  We were so close!” 

A lone tear fell from his eye. He sniffled, holding back the flood of sad emotions rolling 

through him. 

He walked across the room to a large tank containing his pet snake. 

He stared at his snake for a moment, then opened the door to a small dorm fridge next 

to the tank and took out a frozen mouse, dropping it in the enclosure. The mouse is just like 

my hopes and dreams, Schroeder thought. Frozen and about to be devoured. 

He walked back to the couch, realizing he should probably do the right thing and 

congratulate Shaw on his Landis victory. Instead, he was taken aback as he looked at all the 

messages he missed. Everyone was going bonkers. He had won. 

He had won! 

He had won?  

How? 

Tom Rudge!  A walk-off! 
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What? 

How? 

What? 

Schroeder ripped off his shirt and cracked another beer. He jumped up on his coach and 

danced, shaking his white belly while pouring beer over his head. 

“I did it! I won it all!” 

And then, the almost 40-year-old Schroeder dabbed.  
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Time to put on the feed bag and settle down, because you know what’s coming—a set of the 
best previews known to these not-so-fake baseball worlds. Yes, after a long and exciting hot-
stove league, it’s that time again. With changes going on around the league, Omaha GM 
Justin Niles joins Rockville GM Aaron Weiner this time, showing us what’s going to 
happen on the field. 
 
But, wait! There’s more! Beruit GM Gregg Greathouse follows up with a pass through the 
UMEBA! 
 
Yes, my friends, it’s time for another BBA triple play!  
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In 2040, Matt Rectenwald moved away from his long-standing Las Vegas team, only to watch the team 

he built win the championship in the very year he left it.  It was a year of triumph as Brett Schroeder 

took over the Hustlers and led them to a title despite being projected to miss the playoffs, putting his 

own stamp on the team.  It was a year where Matt had to deal with heartache as the team he adopted, the 

Nashville Bluebirds, failed to achieve a winning record for the 16th straight season.  And it was a year 

where the Louisville Sluggers came from nowhere to win their first pennant in almost a decade. 

 

But, mostly, it was the season where the league finally took its final form.  The year 2040 was the year 

of the last expansion, the last incarnation of what the BBA will look like forever more.  Like most 

trilogies, the third part was the weakest, but give them time:  the new expansion teams had a much 

thinner league to draw upon.  As a result, we don’t have to concern ourselves with possible expansion 

drafts, tricks up the league’s sleeve, or anything but filling the rosters of 32 BBA teams and the hearts of 

their fans with hope. 

 

It was a season where so many teams began to believe.  You can see it in the minds of the fans looking 

forward to 2041.  Valencia’s offense, Seattle’s pitching, Hawaii’s balance.  You can imagine the 

playoffs dancing in the dreams of teams like Des Moines, and Boise, and Wichita, who were 1-2-3 in 

gained WAR this offseason.  You could imagine in your mind’s eye the Vancouver Mounties leading 

the league in offense, overcoming their natural disadvantage with even more natural talent. 

 

And, of course, you could feel the confidence brimming from fan bases like Yellow Springs, California, 

Rockville, Las Vegas, Jacksonville, New Orleans, and Edmonton, all of whom have established long-

term success and multiple playoff berths.  Many of these teams have new owners now, and are playing 

new players, but the success of these teams remains consistent over time. 

 

It will take some time for the Charlotte Cougars and Portland Lumberjacks to establish their identity.  

But, like so many teams before them, it requires time, patience, a lot of work to become the team you 

were destined to become.  For those of us who have been here for so long and seen the BBA go through 

so many incarnations and reincarnations, it’s clear to us that the identity of the BBA is fluid, and that it’s 

impossible to tell what might happen from year to year.  That’s why we play the games, and that’s why 

we’re still here after all this time:  this game can still surprise us, after so many years. 
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PACIFIC DIVISION 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

CALIFORNIA CRUSADERS   90 - 72 

VALENCIA STARS     88 - 74 

SAN FERNANDO BEARS   85 - 77 

HAWAII TROPICS     84 - 78 

VANCOUVER MOUNTIES   84 - 78 

SEATTLE STORM     76 - 87 

LONG BEACH SURFERS   74 - 88 

PORTLAND LUMBERJACKS  62 - 100 
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CALIFORNIA CRUSADERS 
 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: California has a puncher’s chance at winning a title this year, but I don’t see it with the team  
they’re fielding now. Demonstrating more consistent management would go a long way towards keeping this team a 
contender. I can’t drop their projection too much because they might lead the league in pitching again, but in three years 
from now Cali looks headed for a rebuild.  
2040 PROJECTION: 88 – 74 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 92 – 70 

 

 

California’s ninth straight postseason ended in a heartbreaking seventh game loss at home to the Louisville 

Sluggers, a disturbing long-term trend.  Despite several division title and first round byes over the last decade, 

California has made it out of the Doubleday just once, their championship season in 2035, and has won just one 

playoff series during that span. The Crusaders have been a huge success over the last decade, but inquiring 

minds want to know: can this team win a playoff series? 

 

I like the offseason moves they made better than the sum of their WAR.  The Crusaders added the consistent 

Dusty Rhodes and top shortstop prospect Jorge Lugo to a lineup that sorely needed producers at both positions.  

Lugo replaces Glove Bro Mark Wareham, who just couldn’t get anything going in California after a midseason 

trade, and Rhodes replaces Raul Hernandez, who was so bad he’s now in the UMEBA. The team is also taking a 

gamble on veteran Xue-Qin Man, who bounced back to have a solid half-campaign last year for Twin Cities. 

Adding these players to superstars David Simpson and Quant Kouros and top youngsters Luis Gonzalez and Po-

sin Shi means that the Crusaders’ offense looks better than it has in some time. 

 

The offense should make a big difference, because California’s pitching was already rock-solid.  The Crusaders 

missed leading the FL in pitching for the ninth straight year last year by a meager five runs, finishing third behind 

Chicago and Yellow Springs. Home to maybe the best home-field advantage for any pitcher, the Crusaders are 

led by staff ace Luis Gracia and a number of players who are taking full advantage of the home park. Miguel 

Ramos could improve from last year’s numbers, though whatever improvement he has is likely to be offset by 

Cisco Morales coming back to earth. Manuel Andres has improved every year, but last year seems like the best 

he could do. The Crusaders also have one of the association’s top relievers in Marco Vitalle, whose 3.8 WAR over 

the past two seasons is one of the better marks at reliever, though they do lean on him quite a 

bit. 

 

The Crusaders’ farm isn’t bad, and top prospect Dani Garcia is probably ready to contribute at 

the major league level.  But the biggest place that the Crusaders stand to improve is 

offensively, as I like their team compatibility offensively better than in previous years.  Kouros 

is by himself a huge upgrade over what they had before as support players for David Simpson.  

While they’re going to have to start paying Simpson next year, they’re in a good place 

financially and should be able to keep this group together as long as Manuel Andres’ salary 

demands aren’t too outrageous.  Count me a believer; I think we’ll see California give it another shot at winning 

that playoff series this year. 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 90 – 72 
  

FRICK LEAGUE – PACIFIC DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Doug Olmsted BALLPARK: South Pacific Field 
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VALENCIA STARS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: Is Haney enough for Valencia to grab their second playoff appearance in both three, and seventeen 

years? Nobody needs a trade for a top starter more than Valencia, but until then, they ought to be awfully fun to watch. A 
good bet for a wild card this season, it’ll be fun to see if Valencia can make it, and advance.  
2040 PROJECTION: 85 – 77 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 85 – 77 
 

 

Valencia had the hardest luck of any contender last year, as their +97 run differential was better than half the 

teams that made the playoffs last year; only Louisville and Yellow Springs were markedly better.  The Stars lost 

virtually nothing this offseason, and aren’t completely in an ugly, no-holds barred, win-now mode even despite 

the overwhelmingly large contracts they just handed to Angel Zalapa (and, curiously, Wilton Rivera).  However, 

winning enough to grab a playoff spot would make a lot of sense.  Valencia might, in fact, be the best team in 

their division on paper.  Can the Stars rise up and take a first round bye this year, or will they be saying goodbye 

when the playoffs start? 

 

The only thing holding back Valencia’s offense from being the #1 offense in the BBA is probably Valencia’s park, 

which depresses every type of offense except right handed hitting home runs.  As it is, the Stars have finished 

fourth in runs scored in each of the last two years.  The loss of Frank Mahaffey, who was at one point the team’s 

best player, doesn’t seem to matter much either; he had a negative WAR last year.  Angel Zalapa and Aaron 

Haney might be the best BBA players not named Dennis French.  Ramon Pagan is also outstanding while the rest 

of the lineup is significantly above average in talent: Curt Love and Kiichi Suzuki still haven’t broken the logjam 

at 3B, Julio Guerra looks like a big threat at DH, and the aforementioned Rivera is still a really good player in 

right field.  Takanobu Nishikawa had 32 homers from catcher last year.  This team can flat 

out hit. 

 

The Stars aren’t completely one-sided, however, as they have a number of quality starting 

pitchers and a few solid relievers, too.  Lee McHone has been outstanding over the past two 

years, allowing very few hits and striking out a lot more batters.  Jose Garcia looks like he’ll 

get a chance to stick in the rotation, and the 41-save man should do a fine job as a starter.  

Pepe Hernandez can’t seem to take the next step, but all his advanced stats look good.  

Same with Jose Martinez, who has a little trouble keeping the ball in the yard but is otherwise good.  The bullpen 

is not strong, but it does have some solid pitchers like Brian Butler and Jose Torres. 

 

Valencia is in win-now mode, but they have a heavily underrated farm system, which makes the Rivera contract 

even more confusing.  Rivera isn’t a good enough ballplayer to demand $20 million a year, and they are stuck 

with him through at least 2045.  The team has the cap space to be able to afford Lee McHone long term, and 

should probably make that sacrifice unless McHone wants out.  They need an upgrade in the rotation and bullpen, 

but if they can manage an active offseason next year they should have a real chance at a division and even 

possibly a BBA title with the way they can hit. 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 88 – 74  

FRICK LEAGUE – PACIFIC DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Lee Honigsfeld BALLPARK: Honigsfeld Field 
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SAN FERNANDO BEARS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: The Bears do have some pitching prospects, but they’re a while away. This is exactly the sort of thing 

that happens, of course, when you start to have to pay for your players. San Fernando had to make a tough choice on Rafael 
and will have to make a tough choice on Angel Garcia, at which point their top five players might be earning upwards of $60 
or $70 million per season. I think we’ll see the Bears in the playoffs.  
2040 PROJECTION: 91 – 71 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 86 – 76 
 

 

Other than Phoenix, nobody had a worse offseason than the San Fernando Bears, who shed 

Jared Gillstrom, Dusty Rhodes, and Kidanu Cherono while signing two mediocre relievers and a 

backup center fielder.  That’s the bad news.  The good news is that the Bears, who were one of 

the luckiest teams in the BBA last year and made the playoffs for the seventh time in eight 

years, re-signed Angel Garcia to a reasonable deal and should be a quality baseball team again.  

They are cautionary tale #107,393 in what happens to a ballclub once they have to start paying 

for their players, and they have shed some major talent over the past two years, but the Bears 

should have a reasonable shot at the playoffs in 2041. 

 

There are few teams in the BBA that have as outstanding and consistently dominant a group as the Bears’ Angel 

Garcia, Tai hoi Wie, and Luis Maldonado, and the combined cap charge of $43 million isn’t as bad as you think.  A 

bigger concern is the huge falloff from third baseman Juan Mendoza last year, which if real is going to make his 

contract very hard to swallow for the Bears.  Mendoza was still very good, but next year he’s slated to earn $26 

million, and they can’t pay that for very good.  Some of his falloff in production could be picked up by Cris 

Martinez, who at this point is more famous for being traded for Feliciano Rafael than anything he did in his rookie 

year.  Bin Okorafor showed in his sophomore season that his 30-homer power was no fluke.  Overall, I could 

easily see this lineup finishing in the top three in the Frick League again. 

 

However, the pitching was almost as bad last year as the hitting is good.  It’s not really their rotation that’s the 

problem, it’s their bullpen, and that’s the offshoot of having to pay for people:  sometimes your pen takes a 

major hit.  The rotation, I think, is fine:  Knud Zeitler has been an excellent pitcher for a long time, and Sergei 

Hopkins has been solid.  I really like the promise of rookie Al Barton, am fine with Jon Reed in the rotation 

despite a down year, and while most of the teams’ options at fifth starter are weak right now, they do have some 

prospects to deal.  The downside of their totally passable rotation – not great, mind you – is that their bullpen is 

totally trashed.  The numbers bear this out and so do the players; they simply can’t afford quality bullpen guys, 

and can’t trade for them. 

 

The Bears are less one-dimensional than you think, but getting a bullpen requires a little proactivity.  They have 

about seven million in cap space and some pretty good prospects, so they could have done a little more to help 

themselves.  Still, most of the top relievers are developed, and they don’t have anyone in the works right now.  

They’re going to need to be very proactive in holding on to Zeitler, who is still just 27 years old, and then they’re 

going to need to figure out how to get a bullpen.  Until they do, they’ve got a puncher’s chance at a title, but 

nothing more than that. 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 85 – 77  

FRICK LEAGUE – PACIFIC DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Randy Weigand BALLPARK: Chico’s Bail Bonds Field 
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HAWAII TROPICS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: Hawaii won a wild card and a playoff series in one of the most competitive races in league history, but 

I’m not seeing it this year. I don’t know how a team goes from the bottom four in pitching to #2 without major improvements 
and relying on exceptional luck, and luck is rarely repeatable. I don’t think they fall off a cliff, especially with Zak Johnson’s 
improvements, but they’re not getting much from the farm.  
2040 PROJECTION: 76 – 86 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 82 – 80 
 

 

Hawaii continued to have a winning record last year despite my 76 win projection, but their 82 wins was well 

within the margin of error on that one.  Their pitching dropped back to the bottom half, as expected, but their 

offense catapulted all the way into fifth place, a quantum leap for the unit.  I’m starting to think that 

understanding this ballclub is beyond the meager understanding of my Jello brain.   Hawaii improved this 

offseason again by signing Maxime Manceau to the rotation but is it enough to push Hawaii back into the 

playoffs? 

 

What happened to Hawaii that their offense improved so dramatically?  Some things I 

expected and some things I did not.  Manuel Aguilar, Jr., cemented his star status by 

posting a OPS nearly 1.000 this season, though there’s a real chance that was his career 

year.  Big offseason acquisition Ettienne Lafitte was a little better than expected, but he 

was always going to be pretty good.  The biggest jump came from young second 

baseman Jack Nichols, who posted 116 walks and marked himself as one of the better 

young on-base threats in the BBA.  He’s got a little pop, too.  Two players I am definitely 

not buying are Ernesto Alfiche, who basically doubled his career WAR and Dave Tallent, whose 2.2 WAR was as 

many as all but one of his seasons combined.  Mike Campbell’s improvement could be real, though.  Add all of 

this up and Hawaii’s fifth place finish feels like a fluky 8th place offense. 

 

Their pitching staff is a little easier to monitor.  Zak Johnson has taken the leap, though he’s only taken a leap to 

a consistent 4 WAR starter.  I think he could be better than that.  Stephen Taub continues to be one of the better 

lefty starters in the game.  What you see is what you get with Luis Torres, and Patrick Patchett showed how fluky 

2039 was with an 8-14, 5.32 season directly in line with his career numbers.  I really like Manceau as an add, as 

the righty had a weak 2040 season just at the wrong time for his free agency; if anything I would have signed 

him for more years.  Robert Hobbs and Norm McConnell were one of the better relief tandems in the game last 

year; that might repeat this year, and it might not. 

 

Hawaii might secretly have one of the best rotations in the BBA, but most of them are pitching in the minor 

leagues right now.  Alaric Wullenweber, Jim Wilkinson, and last year’s callup Jesus Gonzalez might all be pretty 

good pitchers right now in the major leagues.  Gary Allen looks like a promising replacement for Dave Tallent, 

and it’s possible that Ernest McBride will make it very awkward for the Tropics with Lafitte.  In short, the Tropics 

might be holding out on us a little bit.  At any rate, I have come to the very reasonable conclusion that given all 

the talent on the farm, and the fact that they’ve posted two straight winning records in the 80s, I might have 

been underrating them last year.  I think Hawaii, with cap space and expiring deals, might be a stealthy 

contender this year if they make some moves. 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 84 – 78 
  

FRICK LEAGUE – PACIFIC DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Mike Bieschke BALLPARK: Diamond Head Baseball Park 
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VANCOUVER MOUNTIES 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: Pssssssst: don’t look now, but Vancouver could be a better team than you think. Predicting a playoff 

berth in a meat grinder division is extremely foolish, but could the Mounties improve enough this season to get back closer to 
.500 this year? For now, they’re still a 90-loss team because they really have no bullpen, but they’re not as easy an out as 
they once were.  
2040 PROJECTION: 68 – 94 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 82 – 80 
 

 

Vancouver had their first winning record in 2040 since the 2031 season, breaking an eight-year drought.  The 

only two BBA teams with longer streaks than that are Des Moines (two winning seasons since 2014) and 

Nashville, who last had a winning season in 2025 (but have Matt Rectenwald at the helm).  The Mounties didn’t 

lose anyone they couldn’t live without this offseason and opened the pocketbooks to grab one of the BBA’s best 

catchers in Aaron Stone.  Is this enough to keep them in the running for a playoff spot, or does one winning 

season in nine years tell the story? 

 

Scary thought:  could Vancouver lead the league in runs scored?  It’s highly doubtful considering their division 

and their home park, but in a neutral park this offense is scary.  Adding Stone to the lineup is almost gilding the 

lily.  The Mounties may have the BBA’s best outfield with Angel Gonzalez, Jeffrey Smith, and Fernando Castillo all 

extremely dangerous hitters.  Butters and Stone are two of the best on-base threats in the BBA.  Masaki Sato’s 

OPS dropped off dramatically last year, but he has huge potential; Alejandro Ortiz outplayed him.  Even their 

rookie shortstop, Roberto Beltran, might be able to hit some this year.  The Mounties also have a solid bench and 

are solid defensively, so nice job. 

 

Vancouver also has a heavily underrated rotation.  Lando Klomp was very impressive after coming over in the 

Jose Arellano trade, and they signed him for an absurdly low number for four years.  Miguel Ayala has plenty of 

promise as a rotation starter for quite some time.  Pitchers like Dermott Halford, Alexandre Doyle, Gustavo 

Hernandez, Luis Miguel Duran, and Jose Ramirez all have enough promise that they could all be solid rotation 

starters, which prompted me a couple years back to suggest a trade.  They could put some of 

them in the bullpen, and that would help; the bullpen is fairly ugly, but should get a boost just 

by pitching in Vancouver.  

 

The Mounties have been doing a good job of building a pitching farm, and if an opportunity 

became available to grab a solid top of the rotation starter, they should immediately take it.  

This is a team on the rise, but they have to be careful.  A lot of their position players are due 

huge arbitration raises over the next few years, and they’ll have to be very careful to balance 

out the team correctly.  For that reason, I didn’t like the Stone contract, because I don’t think 

it actually addressed what the team needed; I would have liked it fine if it were three years long.  That said, the 

Mounties have a very scary offense, a decent rotation and some pitching depth.  If they could find one big arm to 

bind them all together, this is a contender.  As it were I think they’re a wild card contender this year. 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 84 – 78  

FRICK LEAGUE – PACIFIC DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Taylor Bettencourt BALLPARK: Northwoods Outpost 
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SEATTLE STORM 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: So here’s the rundown: rotation should be better with Walter in it, the lineup should be better with 

Penharanda in it, and the pen worse without Jose Souza. That all sounds like a net positive for 2040. Overall, the team looks 
solid over the next few seasons, and given good health to their top starters I would expect them to grab a wild card this year.  
2040 PROJECTION: 87 – 75 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 63 – 99 
 

 

 This is the most widely distributed picture of the Seattle clubhouse from last year: 

 
 

It’s hard to make out, but I’m pretty sure that’s Hector Marquez and Todd Rice over there, trying to figure out 

how it all went so wrong.  If you look at the actual numbers for the Storm, they’re not nearly as bad as their – 

gasp – 99 loss season was; their Pythagorean record was a more palatable 73-89, which would have still been 

way below expectations but at least explainable to fans, family members, and the press.  What happened, and is 

this the new Storm Norm? 

 

Well, let’s start with the obvious, which was that Ken Walter got hurt again.  It happened this time in August, but 

he’s going to miss the start of the regular season.  We’re starting to use the same phrase for him as for Feliciano 

Rafael:  still one of the better pitchers in baseball when healthy.  Actually, the staff ace now might be Hector 

Marquez, whose half-point drop in ERA didn’t make him any less of an ace last year.  Gordon Graves fell off a cliff 

last year, but the veteran is a bounceback candidate.  The rest of Seattle’s pen is mediocre, but despite starting 

the year without Noberto Leon, it isn’t completely wasted. 

 

The Storm also watched nearly every single one of their regulars regress offensively last year, none more notably 

than Lionel Crepin, who at this point barely looks like a major leaguer, not a starter.  But it 

was just about everyone.  The list of people whose OPS dropped last year and how much from 

2039:  Crepin (–.167), Todd Rice (–.150), Michael Durham (–.118), Jay Garrick (–.090), 

Francisco Salazar (–.023), the departed John Hickman (–.043) – pretty much everyone on the 

team.  Rice’s WAR went up because it was a full season this time, but the whole offense 

basically laid a giant turd compared to last year.  Considering the team was already 

underwater in run differential, the Storm really couldn’t afford to drop any more than they 

had. 

 

Now, don’t get me wrong, the 99 losses had a lot to do with bad luck.  I’m pretty sure that’s the first time I’ve 

ever seen a -10 in Pythagorean record.  The bottom line is that they simply might not have been as good as we 

thought they were.  I think this team bounces back in a big way this year, especially with some solid adds from 

the minors and not a lot of real ground lost this offseason.  However, my optimism is tempered for good on this 

squad until they’re obviously better or obviously worse.  A lot of teams look better than they do, too. 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 76 – 86  

FRICK LEAGUE – PACIFIC DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Nathan Eagan BALLPARK: King County Complex 
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LONG BEACH SURFERS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: I’d be astonished if this team rose to a wild card this year unless their pitching is just absolutely out of 
sight amazing. I’m not even sure if Rafael stays healthy that he’s the right fit for one of the better home runs parks in the 
game. I have no idea how they sign him, either. They could fall back this year, or they could fall way back, but I’m having a 
lot of trouble seeing this team with a winning record. They’re in for trouble for a few years, I think.  
2040 PROJECTION: 74 – 88 

2040 FINAL RECORD: 89 – 73 
 

 

No team exceeded my expectations last year more than Long Beach, whose huge offseason acquisition last year, 

Feliciano Rafael, not only pitched 170 innings but posted a 4.3 WAR for the Surfers.  He’s gone this offseason, 

signed by Portland, of all teams, and the Surfers have basically done nothing at all this offseason:  in anticipation 

of what, I can’t say.  With Rafael gone, and nothing much to show for six straight months, it’s almost certain the 

Surfers will fall back this year.  The question is not if, but how far. 

 

Let’s start with the offense and Miguel Suarez, who so long as he lives will never have 

another season like he had in 2040.  Suarez’s insane .341/.403/.680 slashline would 

have been insane in MLB’s Coors Field; nobody has any idea how he did that in a slightly 

hitter-friendly park in SoCal.  If you take Suarez down two notches to, say, 

.270/.360/.530, he’s still a pretty good 3 WAR ballplayer, but few players have ever had 

a year like Suarez’s.  Long Beach might get a little bit of a jump from Gonzalo Martinez 

or Pedro Avila, both of whom could be pretty good ballplayers, but they haven’t shown a 

lot yet.  Wilson Ford is valuable enough with the glove that he’s a 2 WAR player if he continues to hit .270.  In 

fact, Long Beach has a lot of niche players who produce in some way or another but who aren’t blowing the roof 

off.  Still, even with Suarez last year they only totaled 16.6 WAR, and any drop from anyone probably puts them 

into the bottom-half. 

 

The interesting thing about this team is that as far back as they could fall, at least one member of their pitching 

staff could move forward:  Danya Tchekanov, who is one of the few untouchable players in the BBA.  Tchekanov 

posted a 5.6 WAR in just 186 innings last year and could post absurd numbers this year.  However, Pierre 

LeGrand and Jimmy Greenwood might not post such lofty numbers ever again.  Cris Rios has established a 

consistent level of production, but it’s not impressive.  There aren’t any really secret players who are going to rise 

up and make a huge difference, though the best chance would probably be Luis Oliva.  The bullpen is just okay 

and there aren’t a lot of places where the staff could improve. 

 

The Surfers have a highly overrated farm and not a lot coming any time soon that’s a real difference maker.  

Ernesto Delgado is still a bit away and nobody else is going to be a gigantic lifesaver for this team.  They’re going 

to have to start paying Tchekanov next year, but their long-term and short-term cap situation are highly 

manageable and should not be a problem for anyone involved.  I cautioned them to not sell out last year for a big 

run, and I was wronger than they were; 89 wins is a lot, and Rafael stayed healthy.  But the Surfers look like 

they’re headed for a rebuild around the Bellarussian Bombshell they call “Satan’s Whelp.” 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 74 – 88  

FRICK LEAGUE – PACIFIC DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Stephen Lane BALLPARK: Vito Costantino Memorial 

Stadium 
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PORTLAND LUMBERJACKS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: They’re better than we think offensively, but they’re not likely to finish above 6th place or so in runs 

scored. That along with a truly ugly rotation and bullpen should insure the team not only doesn’t challenge .500, but shouldn’t 
come close to Phoenix’s expansion record of 75 wins this season.  
2040 PROJECTION: 66 – 96 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 58 – 104 
 

 

Portland defied even my modest 94-loss expectations for them, finishing with 104 losses (which was 
still way better than 114-loss Charlotte, who broke the record for expansion futility).  So what to make 

of their spending spree this offseason?  Well, it makes more sense than you might think.  The 
Lumberjacks were the worst team in the Frick League this year, finishing last in runs allowed and 14th 

in runs scored, and they also have no farm system.  With no base, no success on the field, and 
possibly no chance, there’s no better time to let ‘er rip than Year 2 of a slow growing process. 

 
The Lumberjacks’ offense wasn’t the most hopeless unit I’ve ever seen, but it’s not a group that will 
inspire anyone particularly much.  Hedde Veeneman had a strong year at catcher last season, and 

played well enough that they need to consider re-signing him this offseason – if he wants back in.  Jon 
Mick they can let walk, though he will be the answer to the trivia question “who led Portland in home 

runs and RBI in their first year?”  Mick has some of the best counting numbers of anyone who will 
almost certainly not make the Hall of Fame.  Shortstop Jaime Ramirez is 
overpaid if he’s going to play third base, as he surely will with Nikita Schipper’s 

superior glovework taking over at the six.  They also have a solid outfield with 
Sadaharu Oh, Bing-zhang Kim, and Jorge Lopez, and no serious lineup holes.  If 

they had the Jon Mick of three years ago we might find them in the middle of the 
pack offensively. 
 

As I mentioned last year, though, it was the pitching that sunk them. Nobody let 
much normally-priced pitching go on the open market, though the Lumberjacks 

were active on the waiver wire.  Still, even with Feliciano Rafael in tow, this isn’t a reliable pitching 
staff.  Manuel Soliz was actually quite good last year for a 14-game loser; they need to get around to 
signing him to a longer-term deal.  Eduardo Reyes was passable also, and he might be an acceptable 

rotation guy for a while.  The rest of the staff is ugly, and so is their bullpen, so that’s enough of that.   
 

While Rafael might be able to provide some consistency for the team you have to wonder at the 
massive long-term gamble they’re taking on him, because this deal is likely unmovable for at least four 
years.  Then again, Chris Wilson has never been afraid to open up his wallet.  He’d do better to suck 

for a while.  This team has no farm and no apparent way of getting a farm.  They have very few 
apparent trade assets and nothing much they can do.  It’s going to be a long slog in the Northwest for 

the Lumberjacks, but they knew that from the roster. 
 

2041 PROJECTION: 62 – 100  

FRICK LEAGUE – PACIFIC DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Chris Wilson BALLPARK: The Trail in Multnomah 
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THE PACIFIC DIVISION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The large number on the top left of each team is their "2041 

Recte Prospect Quotient". Very simple formula that adds the 

total sum of OVR +POT of all top 10 prospects and then 

divides it by 20. 

52 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 CF Alexander Julyan 21 JAM Right Right 40 80

2 SP Yasir bin Lut 21 SYR Right Right 35 70

3 3B Alejandro Córdova 20 VEN Right Right 35 70

4 SS Eric Jones 20 USA Right Right 45 65

5 LF Carlos Rangel 19 CUB Right Right 40 65

6 C Jared Bolen 19 CAN Right Right 30 60

7 CF Aires Penharanda 21 BRA Right Right 60 60

8 RF Gary Wright 23 USA Right Right 45 60

9 RF Ernesto Alfonso 21 CHI Right Right 40 55

10 LF Abakada Angosisye 19 LES Left Left 35 55

Seattle Storm

50 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 CL Jorge Martínez 20 MEX Right Right 60 75

2 LF Brad Parkinson 19 USA Right Right 35 75

3 LF James Barney 20 USA Right Left 30 70

4 1B Miguel Maez 20 CRC Right Right 35 65

5 RF Gene Meade 19 USA Left Left 30 65

6 3B Kenan Reis 19 KEN Right Right 40 65

7 RF Dennis Caldwell 20 USA Right Right 25 60

8 RP Fernando Carrasco 22 CUB Right Right 40 60

9 C Mario Rolo 21 VEN Right Right 40 60

10 RF Dan Beard 20 USA Left Right 25 50

Valencia Stars

45 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 RP Luis ManuelRodríguez 19 GUA Left Left 40 80

2 SP Ernesto Delgado 20 PUR Right Right 45 70

3 SP Mathieu Valette 20 BEL Right Right 45 65

4 LF Pedro Ávila 23 CUB Left Left 55 60

5 RP Garrett Williams 19 USA Right Right 25 55

6 2B Cary Brackett 19 CAN Right Right 20 50

7 RP Álex Corona 18 NCA Switch Right 20 50

8 RP Dominic Thompson 19 USA Switch Right 20 50

9 SP Karel Beerens 20 ARU Right Right 25 45

10 SS Jim Fountain 23 USA Right Right 40 45

Long Beach Surfers

50 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 RF Reggie Vargas 20 USA Left Right 50 75

2 3B Roberto Rivera 17 MEX Right Right 20 70

3 LF Rodrigo Barbosa 21 MEX Right Right 40 65

4 SP Al Barton 21 USA Right Right 55 65

5 SP Bron Cortez 20 USA Left Left 40 60

6 2B Stephen Geloran, Jr. 20 USA Right Right 25 60

7 LF Reynaldo Ávila 22 DOM Right Right 45 55

8 LF Bobby Horne 19 USA Right Right 40 55

9 SP Sumitomo Takahashi 19 JPN Left Right 20 55

10 LF Pedro Torres 22 CRC Right Right 40 55

San Fernando Bears

54 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 RP Raúl García 20 VEN Right Right 45 80

2 C Angelo Deluccio 20 CAN Right Right 35 75

3 SP Richie Vanness 19 USA Right Right 20 75

4 RP Raúl De Jesus 21 ESP Left Left 45 70

5 3B Yasutoki Sato 21 JPN Right Right 55 65

6 SP Miguel Ayala 22 SLV Right Right 50 60

7 SS Roberto Beltrán 19 DOM Right Right 45 60

8 SP Gustavo Hernández 22 PUR Right Right 50 60

9 SP Quentin Mullins 21 USA Right Right 40 60

10 SP Daniel Ávila 20 MEX Right Right 35 55

Vancouver Mounties

59 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 RP Felipe López 21 VEN Left Left 65 80

2 1B Ernest McBride 20 USA Right Right 40 80

3 SP Alaric Wullenweber 20 GER Right Right 65 80

4 SP Jesús González 21 HON Right Right 50 75

5 SP Jim Wilkinson 20 USA Right Right 55 75

6 3B Gary Allen 20 USA Right Right 50 70

7 LF José Camacho 23 CUB Right Right 50 60

8 LF Ralph Callahan 21 USA Left Left 40 55

9 1B Manuel Cortéz 21 SLV Right Left 40 55

10 SS Fernando Rodríguez 19 CRC Right Right 45 55

Hawaii Tropics

48 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 RP Vincente Venalde 21 VEN Right Right 25 65

2 3B Jaime Cuevas 19 SLV Right Right 35 60

3 SP Stan Cyr 17 CAN Right Right 20 60

4 RF Faical Engeitado 20 BRA Right Left 50 60

5 RP Flynn Bernard 22 USA Right Left 40 55

6 SP Terrence Kelly 20 USA Switch Right 40 55

7 LF Masamichi Kubo 21 JPN Right Right 50 55

8 LF Jorge López 20 DOM Left Left 55 55

9 LF Matt Normore 20 CAN Left Left 40 55

10 3B Francisco Cortéz 21 DOM Switch Right 40 50

Portland Lumberjacks

48 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 SP Dani García 20 CUB Right Right 50 70

2 3B César Feliciana 22 PAN Left Right 45 65

3 LF Keith Schultz 20 USA Right Left 35 65

4 SP Eustace Tilley 20 USA Right Left 35 65

5 SS Thomas Kramer 20 USA Right Right 45 60

6 3B Héctor Ojeda 21 VEN Right Right 30 60

7 C Pedro Figueroa 20 NCA Switch Right 30 50

8 C Bayou Hakki 21 KEN Right Right 45 50

9 SP Kevin O'Toole 18 CAN Switch Left 25 50

10 RP Kade White 21 USA Right Right 40 50

California Crusaders



2041 BREWSTER BASEBALL ASSOCIATION MEDIA GUIDE – PAGE 26 

 
 

HEARTLAND DIVISION 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

YELLOW SPRINGS NINE   108 - 54 

LOUISVILLE SLUGGERS   93 - 69 

OMAHA HAWKS      90 - 72 

CHICAGO BLACK SOX    81 - 81 

NASHVILLE BLUEBIRDS   75 - 87 

MADISON WOLVES     74 - 88 

DES MOINES KERNELS   73 - 89 

TWIN CITIES RIVER MONSTERS 65 - 97 
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YELLOW SPRINGS NINE 
 
 

2040 MEDIA GUIDE: Yellow Springs has one of the youngest teams in the league and is starting to graduate people 
from their superb farm system. They have no salary issues, even with the McNeill albatross, and their rotation should 
fill out well when Pineda and Tomas Ramirez are fully developed. Whatever their record, this team has too much 
offense and too much flexibility to not be still dancing in October. We’re able to easily write them in for the playoffs, 
but have they risen above that level to become the clear best team in the Frick League, as they were last year?  
2040 PROJECTION: 94 – 68 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 110 – 52 

 

 

Some of these are easier to write than others.  What if I told you that there was a team with 

fifteen position players who were considered above average?  Contender, right?  Now, throw in 
the fact that they have three top rotation guys and four bullpen stoppers.  Have we made it to 

favorite yet?  Then, what if I told you that this same exact team was the youngest team in 
baseball?  Well, you’d probably ask who you have to kill to get this team.  Except that person is 

Ron Collins, who publishes this Media Guide every year.  Now we find ourselves in a dangerous 
time-space loop with seemingly no way out.  We’ve entered the Twilight Zone.  Yellow Springs 
didn’t win or make the Landis last year, but it’s not for lack of talent.  Second in offense by one 

run and second in runs allowed by four runs, Yellow Springs has no apparent weaknesses.  
Running down a list of their players in succession seems like a waste of time. 

 
Here's what you need to know about this team:  they have a huge succession of players coming 
from the minor leagues that haven’t even arrived yet, like Robert Chenoweth, Tomas Ramirez, 

Rex Foster, Blaine Tyler, and Arvin Duggan.  They just spent $50 million on a top pitching 
prospect from Mexico.  They have a virtually endless supply of replacement players for their top 

guys.  They have the cap space to sign Carlos Valle, no matter what absurd number he wants – 
and it will be huge.   We’re not sure how good Carlos Pineda is going to be, but he was fairly 
absurd in 11 late season starts.   

 
In fact, it’s kind of an amusing game to imagine when Yellow Springs 

might have to make a tough decision or do something difficult.  It could 
get interesting right around 2043, when they have to re-sign Ernesto 
Ramos and will probably have to part with something to do it.  

However, they have such an army of minimum value players coming up 
soon that it’s not going to be a huge problem for them, just the sort of 

first-world problems contenders have.  The only thing that could start 
derailing them is injuries to their top pitchers, which would probably put 
them back into the sort of 90-win mode where they have to work for a 

wild card.  Bottom line:  Yellow Springs is going to be very good now, later, and in the future, 
and woe to anyone who has to play in their division.   

 
 

2041 PROJECTION: 108 – 54  

FRICK LEAGUE – HEARTLAND DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Ron Collins BALLPARK: Utopia Field 
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LOUISVILLE SLUGGERS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: The Sluggers are a fascinating team because of their outstanding farm. A lot will depend on 

how much they try to make a push this year with their young players. I love their future and don’t hate their present, 
though I don’t see a .500 record for them this year. It’s not impossible, though, that they find themselves in the wild 
card race as early as this year.  
2040 PROJECTION: 78 – 84 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 96 – 66 
 

 

The reigning Frick League Champions, Louisville was my second biggest miss (after the Seattle shocker) 

last year, because I couldn’t have possibly envisioned 96 wins for them. The wins were real, too, based on 

their Pythagorean record of 92 wins, which also highly exceeded my expectations 

for them. Louisville led the BBA in runs last year (albeit with the seventh-best 

OPS) and even managed to be smack in the middle of the pitching charts in the 

Frick League.  Can all of this improvement stay steady, or is there still some 

lingering doubt in the minds of previewers everywhere? 

 

When examining the Louisville offense for new signs of weakness, it’s hard to find 

any real ones.  Louisville might have the best outfield in the BBA, with Semei 

Kwakou one of the top 10 hitters in the BBA, Ronnie Hubbard playing excellent 

two-way baseball, and the likely advent of Theo Bourges giving them an 

outstanding group.  Jose Valera might be one of the best fourth outfielders in baseball, too.  Carlos Reyes 

is one of the better young third basemen around, but won’t be quite as impressive at first base, with 

Rafael Gutierrez likely pushing him across the diamond.  Young shortstop Juan Medrano looks like he’ll 

push Ed Edmonds to second base this season; Edmonds probably overachieved last year with the stick but 

plays good defense.  The departure of Rupert Grant is notable because he played so absurdly well last 

year, but I’m betting if they need a fill-in at 1B or DH they can find one.   

 

With nearly all of their hitting cheap, the Sluggers went out and signed some of the top pitchers on the 

open market.  They had to:  Augusto Sanchez’ injury made it imperative they filled the gaps in the 

rotation.  The signings seem shrewd:  Egbert Behner is a proven winner, though he appears to be on the 

downside of his excellent career; Hector Amaral has been one of the more consistent starting pitchers 

around, and Freddy Delgado may be a good gamble despite some weak years recently.  They’re added to 

21-year-old Armando Feliciano, who looks like he could be a rock-solid starter for a long time, better if he 

gets his changeup.  Provided they make the playoffs, they are on pace to get Sanchez back for the 

postseason.  

 

Louisville will be aided this year by the development of top prospect James Browning, who should joing 

the rotation at some point this year.  Louisville’s time is now, however, and they are one of the primary 

threats to Yellow Springs’ dominance.  They have tons of cap space for rentals, too, and you can imagine 

them active in the trade market.  I have no reservations putting the Sluggers on a wild card this year, and 

it should make for some interesting times with Yellow Springs as the two teams are young powerhouses. 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 93 – 69  

FRICK LEAGUE – HEARTLAND DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Stephen Shaw BALLPARK: Kentucky Truck Plant Stadium 
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OMAHA HAWKS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: I have no idea how this team doesn’t grab a winning record this year. The offense is scary 

good – they could be the best offensive team in the BBA this year. They’re being very patient with Timo Dooley, and 
they should; you wouldn’t want to stunt his growth by pushing him into the major league bullpen. Go ahead and buy 
me a seat for every Madison/Omaha game this year. I’m right back to my prediction from last year for this team, and 
I still think they can take a wild card.  
2040 PROJECTION: 84 – 78 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 90 – 72 

 

 

The Omaha Hawks were an unsurprising contender last year, but 90 wins was sort of my upper limit for 

them.  It’s less surprising when you consider how active they were on the trade market.  Omaha last year 

added Justin Jackson, Tu-Fu Yong, and Jose Arellano among others and not only won their Geoghegan 

Round matchup against Long Beach but made it very interesting for the Yellow Springs Nine in the 

Doubleday.  All of those players are back this year, which leads to the obvious next question:  can Omaha 

take the next step this season, or was that as good as they are? 

 

If Emilio Morales has anything to say about it, they will.  Morales is not just the most prolific home run 

hitter since Long Chamberlain, he might be the best ever.  He doesn’t just own this team, he got the key 

to the city last year for winning his fifth straight home run title, took the key, tossed it into the air, and hit 

it 500 feet.  Orlando Ordonez took that huge leap I advertised; it’s real and it’s spectacular.  Justin 

Jackson didn’t do a lot after coming over from Nashville, but you have to think he will.  Did I mention they 

have 30-homer players at second base, shortstop, catcher and center field?  Out of the park beats up the 

middle, though they’re also not bad defensively.  With all this chatter you’d think the Hawks finished first 

in the league in runs scored instead of eighth, but they did led the league in homers. 

 

Omaha also finished fourth in pitching last year, which to me was a surprise.  I think Jose Lima looks like 

a pretty good starter, but I have a lot of trouble believing he’s the fifth best starter in the Frick League.  

He’s a regression candidate.  Jose Arellano was dramatically better after coming over from Vancouver, and 

he’s maybe the best bargain in the BBA.  Not sure why the team is pushing Stephen 

Clulow so hard, but he threw 250 productive innings last year to lead the league in that 

category.  They look like they’re going to finally unleash Timo Dooley, though I’d 

express some caution about expectations:  you shouldn’t be too gung ho about a guy 

who had 97 AAA strikeouts in 215 innings last year.  Omaha’s bullpen is one of the 

more marginal units in the game, but they were productive last year. 

 

After several trades, Omaha’s farm is paper-thin after Dooley.  The Hawks have some 

salary issues: Justin Jackson and James Monger are going to want a lot of money, as 

might Arellano, and the team has a number of free agents at several positions over the 

next two years.  However, in 2041, Omaha appears to be a legitimate contender so long as their pitching 

staff continues to impress.  They don’t have the chips to go out and get another player, so they’re pretty 

much stuck where they are.  Where are they?  I’m imagining the Hawks with 90 wins again and a shot at 

the crown, and I think they’ll take that. 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 90 – 72 
  

FRICK LEAGUE – HEARTLAND DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Justin Niles BALLPARK: Hawks Field 
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CHICAGO BLACK SOX 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: Chicago has an interesting farm, but it’s mostly redundant with players in the majors, so 

they’ll have to figure out who they pay and how over the next few years. The team isn’t bad right now, and in a 
division where no team finished above .500 last year other than Yellow Springs, there is opportunity. I put them on a 
seven-game improvement, but there’s more here.  
2040 PROJECTION: 82 – 80 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 76 – 86 
 

 

The Chicago Black Sox were the best team in the BBA to not post at least a .500 record last 

year.  They posted a very rare double:  they were first in pitching but last in offense, a first 

in the 45-year history of the Frick League and happened just once in the Johnson:  the 2018 

California Crusaders finished with 3.5 runs allowed and 3.3 runs scored per game.  (It has, 

admittedly, almost happened a number of times, mostly to JL Pacific teams.)  The pitching 

staff doesn’t look worse this year, it looks better:  they added underachieving starter Pepe 

Jaramillo and top defensive shortstop Mark Wareham.  Do the Black Sox have what it takes 

offensively to take the next step into the playoffs? 

 

Chicago’s offense centered largely around their two first basemen last year, Tommy Cochran and veteran 

Mark Simpson.  Simpson suffered a very unpleasant ankle injury last year which didn’t respond to rehab 

and ultimately needed surgery, ending his season in July, but was his usual self while healthy.  We might 

have seen the best out of Cochran, who should be solid, but unlike his father is a righty.  Second baseman 

Rocky Watson needs to find his way at the plate, as the switch-hitter was below average even for a pivot 

man last year.  The team probably hasn’t given up hoping for Fernando Reyes to remember how to hit, 

though many of the fans probably have, and he’s keeping Hao Hang from being up; the top prospect has 

nothing left to prove in the minor leagues. 

 

Chicago’s park factors for pitching also really aided the staff, and I should have allowed for that when 

making their prediction last year.  I did allow for the possibility last year that they’d be an upper-level 

team if Amayas Moelling took a big step forward.  Last year Moelling took a little step, but this year the 

righty starter, along with righty Juan Nicto, should form the core of a good pitching staff.  I think we could 

see a lot more out of the combination of Luis Gonzales and Pepe Jaramillo than they’ve been showing 

lately, and if we do the Black Sox should have a very good chance of finishing near the top of the 

association again.  Chicago has good depth in the rotation as well, and if rookie closer Gilberto Sosa 

manages to hold his own in his first year they should have solid late inning work. 

 

The Black Sox have some structural salary issues, but the worst problem they have is that their top 

prospects are largely blocked at the major league level.  You’d have to think that Tommy Cochran was 

movable after a 3 WAR season, but not so far, so no help from Aarnoud Budding.  Hao Hang is being 

blocked.  Both guys could present an upgrade at their positions but they don’t have the room.  The Black 

Sox have a pretty good team that could surely contend for a wild card, and if they’re willing to take a 

defensive downgrade that would likely go faster.  At this point, with the offensive weakness, it’s hard to 

endorse them for any better than around .500 this season.   

 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 81 – 81 

  

FRICK LEAGUE – HEARTLAND DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Vic Caleca BALLPARK: Black Sox Park 
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NASHVILLE BLUEBIRDS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: This is the sort of team that could, with good health, rise up and surprise even past the 81 

wins they got last year. Their cap situation is good and they ought to get on to signing Likiliki immediately. I think this 
is a playoff team in the Frick League as long as the pen doesn’t completely fall apart, which means we might see some 
old friends in high places.  
2040 PROJECTION: 84 – 78 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 79 – 83 
 

 

Matt Rectenwald’s first non-Vegas season ended with a losing record, something he did just five 

times in forty-five seasons in Vegas.  Nashville has had just exactly the opposite sort of records:  
they’re still looking for their first winning season since 2025.  The Bluebirds will have a 

distinctively different look on the field this season after trading away Tu-fu Yong, Joey 
Newhouse, and Justin Jackson, and letting Abdelwahab Kamade and Henry 
Rectenberg walk in free agency.  While Nashville is now totally lacking in star 

power, they now have one of the more complete teams in the BBA. Could being 
solid everywhere be get Nashville back to the playoffs? 

 
The Nashville lineup really is starless:  both of the top players in the lineup last 
year, Francisco Otero and Alonso Olvere, did their damage on half-seasons.  It’s 

foreseeable that both players fall back this year.  One player who has a star 
pedigree is William Wood, who might have to hit better than .240 to earn his big new contract.  

Gipper Kengos also hit much better after coming over from Mexico City in the Joey Newhouse 
deal, and he might be a really good one.  Kidane Ata does most of his damage pitching, but he 
does have a lot of promise at the plate.  Nashville is also hoping that the duo of Ernesto Sousa 

and Sixto Mejia hit better this year, as they’re slotted for RBI positions.  It’s a complete lineup 
and good defensively, but is really capped from above unless someone in the lineup surprises. 

 
The pitching rotation is also capped from above, but much more harshly so.  Yes, Eru Likiliki has 
shown some flashes of brilliance and is one of the more consistently productive starters in the 

BBA, and Chin Kim looks like a solid 3-WAR starter.  The rest of the rotation are much bigger 
question marks.  Josh Brown never quite made it as a starter, and Elliot Buckland has watched 

injuries and inconsistency wreck his career.  Bob Ramirez is the very model of a fifth starter.  
The Bluebirds do have some solid relievers like Ata and Lorenzo de’Medici, but they have very 

little bullpen depth. 
 
The Bluebirds aren’t likely to get a lot of help from their mid-ranked farm this season, and they 

might not want it.  I could imagine Nashville slipping into sixth or seventh place offensively and 
maintaining their sixth-place spot in runs allowed, but I could just as easily believe that they fall 

to 11th place in those categories, or lower depending on injuries.  Not a title contender, it’s not 
impossible to imagine Nashville contending for a wild card as late as September.  With virtually 
no star power on the ballclub, I just don’t see them getting there. 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 75 – 87  

FRICK LEAGUE – HEARTLAND DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Matt Rectenwald BALLPARK: Les Paul Field 
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MADISON WOLVES 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: The new GM will have all the cap space to work with he wants in the next few years, and by 

2043, I would be highly unsurprised to see this team contending for the division title. This year, they should finish 
close to .500 one way or the other.  
2040 PROJECTION: 87 – 75 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 75 – 87 
 

 

 Madison was a little worse than I thought they’d be last year, but perhaps I shouldn’t have been quite so 

optimistic.  After all, they had almost a carbon copy of 2039 last season, and so perhaps I shouldn’t have 

been so bullish on their chances.  That said, the team dropped from 2nd place to 5th place offensively, and 

one suspects that if they had maintained their level of production from 2039 they’d have been a little 

closer to .500 last year.  There aren’t any upgrades on the pitching staff, so can the Wolves take a step 

forward, or destined for another sub-.500 finish? 

 

Madison’s offense is already one of the best units in the BBA, but the Wolves might be even better this 

season.  Manobu Shimizu, who looks potentially like one of the rising young stars in the BBA, replaces 

Alfredo Salazar and his salary cap hit. Along with star Andrew Torres, the two look like a lethal tandum for 

opposing pitching staffs.  The rest of the Madison lineup is also fairly deadly:  Salvador Allende might 

become one of the top five shortstops in the game, catcher John Hale is already a consistent power threat, 

and Ross Quicker and Natanael Barral combined for 4 WAR in off-years, and Willard Gagne is always 

dangerous when healthy.  We may also see a solid rookie year from second baseman Jose Hernandez.  It’s 

a strong lineup that could again finish in the top third of offenses in the Frick. 

 

Alas, the pitching staff is still a wreck.  What’s bad about Madison’s 5.7 runs allowed per game (just 24 

runs from last place) is that it could have been so much worse.  Staff ace Juan Trujillo posted a highly 

improbable 4.2 WAR last year, and he’s a favorite to drop back and give up the most home runs in the 

BBA. One pitcher who might improve is 21-year-old Yorikane Miyamoto, who was highly passable in 50 

major league innings last year.  They may try out Adam Barnard in the rotation too, 

and he has more talent than he’s shown.  It’s hard to even know who they’d put into 

the rotation after those three, aside from the very forgettable Maxim Makin.  The team 

has a handful of solid relievers like Lorenzo Solis and Belchior Barracas, but the 

rotation might be such a wreck that this staff is basically doomed. 

 

Madison finally has some cap space, but didn’t do a lot with it this offseason.  That’s 

good, because they’ll need to figure out how to start extending some of their top young 

players, like Torres, Hale, and Quicker.  In two years from now their cap number drops 

to near minimum levels, so they should start adding pitching to this team as soon as 

next year.  Perhaps top pitching prospect Keith Short will be ready by then, too.  I’ve 

seen stranger things happen than a team with three weird starters and a great offense make the playoffs, 

but there’s very little to suggest this team will do so, even if they lead the BBA in offense this year. 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 74 – 88  

FRICK LEAGUE – HEARTLAND DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Mike Simon BALLPARK: Shotz Stadium 
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DES MOINES KERNELS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: The Kernels need to get the idea out of their head that every year is a year they can contend. 
Des Moines last made the playoffs in – still not a typo – 2008. Can’t seem to remember what the definition of insanity 
is, but if anyone remembers, by all means send it forward.  
2040 PROJECTION: 69 – 93 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 71 – 91 
 

 
Welcome back to my annual sadistic seminar on the Des Moines Kernels, where I add a little bit of corn oil 

and watch the Kernels pop one at a time.  I can’t wait to rip into this team one more time… 

 

Wait, hold a second, I’m getting a phone call from my agent: Wait, you’re saying what?  The team’s 

better?  How much better?  12 WAR?  Don’t be silly. They can’t possibly be…you’re saying they’re what?  

No, no, don’t be silly.  I know they have tons of young pitching prospects but they’re totally not ready.  

Wait, who’s Greg Palmer?  He’s…hello?  Hello?   

 

Oh, I seem to have lost my agent on the line.  Well, let’s take a critical look at the team. 

 

The Kernels will get a huge lift just by having shortstop Alan Williamson available and healthy.  Williamson 

wasn’t on pace for the 6 WAR monster he had in 2039 last year when he went down in April, but he might 

have had 4 WAR last year.  They might get a bigger lift if Lucio de la Cruz figures out how to hit a major 

league curveball, because that guy can rake if he gets his bat on the ball.  Angel de 

Castillo makes the Kernels a little better, but I have no idea why he’d be the guy 

they’d choose.  They had enough decent infielders, but they’d have been way better 

off going for one of the multiple slugging first basemen/DH types for cheaper, 

especially with the problems that Jorge Rodriguez is having at age 36. 

 

On the pitching side, Des Moines’ rotation is surprisingly better, and while it’s not a 

complete unit, the group is clearly better than they were.  Juan Garcia would fit 

nicely into any rotation, and Don Smith has a world of promise and hopefully his 

development wasn’t rushed.  Plus he got hurt last year, too, and they might have to 

be more careful with him.  They also appear to be rushing Greg Palmer, who is clearly ready for major 

league innings but still has a lot of growing to do. Overall it’s not a strong group right now. 

 

The Kernels have an excellent farm system but not a lot that’s left down on the farm that’s ready just yet.  

Besides, they have a habit of rushing prospects.  This year, I think Des Moines could finish around the 

middle in offense and somewhere near 10th in pitching, and from the luck they’ve been having lately that 

could propel them to a winning record.  Don’t count on it.  If you have read this space before you know 

that the only way that I ever predict a winning record for the Des Moines Kernels is if I get hit solidly in 

the head first, and my head’s fine.  They’ve had two winning seasons since 2014.  The 12-WAR 

improvement is interesting, though almost 4 of that was by subtraction.  I’ll show some cautious optimism 

for them by putting them on less than 90 losses for the first time since 2037. 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 73 – 89  

FRICK LEAGUE – HEARTLAND DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Edward Murphy BALLPARK: Patrick D. Tillman Memorial Park 
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TWIN CITIES RIVER MONSTERS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: This likely marks the beginning of a complete rebuild for the River Monsters, something which 

might continue this year and might take a while, but was probably better than trying to battle forward. Twin Cities had 
a 71-91 Pythagorean record last year: how far will the River Monsters fall in 2040? For this year, they have just 
enough offense and signed just enough pitching to keep out of 100 losses. Maybe.  
2040 PROJECTION: 64 – 98 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 62 – 100 
 

 

You could make a pretty solid case for the Twin Cities River Monsters being the worst team in 

the BBA last year, including the two expansion teams.  Twin Cities had a full team WAR of 8.0, 
or less than Dennis French.  But, of course, that’s just how we wrote this up.  
The River Monsters are making a full rebuild out of this, and well they should:  

they were in a lot of trouble two years ago, and now they’re really not in trouble 
at all, with one of the deeper farm systems in the game and a lot more optimism 

than they had two seasons ago.  With one of the lower payrolls in the game, do 
the River Monsters have anything at all to compete with this year, or is this just 
year two of a five year plan? 

 
Twin Cities seems pretty jazzed about the rookie season of first baseman Jose 

Cordero, and if I had their offense, I would be too.  It seems that Twin Cities is the place where 
reasonable bats go to die.  For example, Richard Aragon should be good.  Everything about him 

screams “above average third baseman.”  Except, you know, Aragon can’t hit.  Lloyd Braun went 
through a whole career of “if he just hits .260 he’s valuable.”  Came to Minnesota, hits .220 last 
year.  Twin Cities has a little bit of talent on the team:  Ramon Gabriel, Pedro Garza, Ray 

Cooper, and Jose Calderon all look like decent hitters.  I could see Twin Cities sneaking up to 8th 
or 9th place if Cordero hits well his rookie season. 

 
Even if the offense were rock-solid this team is doomed, because they don’t have a pitching 
staff.  Yes, they do have Dan Woodside, who sticks out like a diamond among coal, and you 

could do a lot worse for starting pitchers than Ragnar Lothbrok or Jerry Coyle.  Jose Perez and 
Lucio Mendoza both look interesting, too.  The bullpen is also better than it looks, with players 

like Andre Savard, Joey Piccoli, and Santiago Serrano.  None of these guys will win a Steve 
Nebraska or even finish with 4 WAR, but they’re solid, lunchpail players.   
 

Which brings us to “how’s the management doing overall?”  They’ll get out from under the 
Cooper contract in 2043 and Braun after this season.  They might lose Lothbrok, which might be 

a bigger loss than they thought, I’m sure.  But right now, the team is scheduled to pay $48 
million for salaries this year and are slated for about $25 million next year, and that’s not a lot.  
They should get back into the black this year and have a number of prospects worth attention on 

both sides of the diamond.  For now, they’re playing for draft position, and they should do nicely 
playing that game this year. 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 65 – 97  

FRICK LEAGUE – HEARTLAND DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Scott Piccoli BALLPARK: Land O’ Lakes Ballpark 
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THE HEARTLAND DIVISION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The large number on the top left of each team is their "2041 

Recte Prospect Quotient". Very simple formula that adds the 

total sum of OVR +POT of all top 10 prospects and then 

divides it by 20. 

60 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 1B Robert Chenoweth 20 ENG Right Right 50 80

2 LF Rex Foster 20 USA Left Left 60 80

3 SP Carlos Valle 27 PUR Right Right 70 75

4 C Bruce McKinley 19 USA Right Right 40 70

5 RP Sergio Pérez 22 MEX Right Right 50 70

6 SP Tomás Ramírez 22 PAN Right Right 60 70

7 SP Alberto Romero 16 MEX Right Right 20 70

8 1B César Torres 20 SLV Right Right 30 70

9 CF Arvin Duggan 19 CAN Left Left 35 65

10 RF Javier Rodríguez 23 PUR Left Left 60 65

Yellow Springs Nine

45 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 RF Bret Powers 20 USA Right Right 35 75

2 SP Timo Dooley 21 ARU Right Right 40 70

3 CL Ernesto Martas 20 CRC Right Left 35 60

4 C Ángel García 19 SLV Right Right 20 55

5 RP Jake García 20 PUR Left Left 30 55

6 C Warrington Gillette 23 USA Right Right 35 50

7 CF Jorge González 21 NCA Right Right 30 50

8 RP Norio Hayashi 22 JPN Right Right 45 50

9 CF Ricardo Esparza 22 USA Right Right 30 45

10 1B José Gallegos 21 GUA Left Left 45 45

Omaha Hawks

44 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 3B Tony Frost 20 USA Switch Right 45 80

2 3B Javier Bultrón 21 GUA Right Right 40 55

3 C Ramón Camacho 21 USA Switch Right 35 55

4 RP Ash Davenport 21 USA Right Right 40 55

5 SP Chris Moran 19 USA Right Right 25 55

6 SP Gerald Abbott 21 USA Left Left 40 50

7 LF Ánibal Gracía 21 CRC Left Left 30 50

8 RP Rafael Torres 22 MEX Right Right 30 50

9 LF Wei-liang Zhào 19 TPE Switch Left 35 50

10 SP Armando Castro 19 NCA Right Right 20 45

Nashville Bluebirds

57 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 1B Aarnoud Budding 21 NED Left Left 65 80

2 RP Francisco Salgado 19 DOM Switch Left 60 80

3 CL Gilberto Sosa 21 PAN Right Right 75 80

4 LF Hao Hang 20 CAN Left Left 60 75

5 SP Andresa Frederico 21 VEN Right Right 50 65

6 LF Robby Clements 20 USA Right Right 25 60

7 C Spencer Hillson 22 RSA Right Right 35 60

8 LF Paul Kemp 20 USA Right Left 35 60

9 SP Romeu Tameiro 19 BRA Right Right 20 60

10 LF Danny Bennett 20 USA Left Left 30 55

Chicago Black Sox

54 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 CF Théo Bourges 20 FRA Left Left 60 80

2 SP James Browning 20 USA Left Left 45 80

3 RP Juan Pinto 21 MEX Right Right 50 80

4 RP Emanuele Mercati 21 ITA Right Right 45 75

5 RF Donald Miller 19 USA Left Left 35 75

6 C Toshikazu Noguchi 19 JPN Right Right 35 65

7 C Calvin Johnson 20 USA Switch Right 35 60

8 C Ben Scott 19 USA Right Right 30 60

9 RP Edgar Delgado 19 COL Right Right 30 55

10 CF Kosho Kondo 16 JPN Right Right 20 55

Louisville Sluggers

45 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 SP Timmy Karnes 19 USA Left Right 40 80

2 CL Pedro Tañón 20 SLV Switch Right 50 80

3 3B Anastasio Guillén 20 COL Right Right 30 65

4 C Patrick Faber 20 USA Switch Right 30 60

5 SP Rafael Rodríguez 19 CRC Right Left 25 55

6 CL Héctor González 20 DOM Left Left 20 50

7 LF Carlos Ricerdo 21 VEN Right Right 30 50

8 C Alex Thomas 19 USA Right Right 20 50

9 DH Luis Alvarado 24 DOM Right Right 45 45

10 1B Javier Castillo 20 USA Right Right 35 45

Des Moines Kernels

54 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 RF Manobu Shimizu 20 JPN Left Right 65 80

2 RP Keith Short 20 USA Left Right 40 80

3 2B José Hernández 20 CUB Right Right 45 70

4 RP Jaime Herrera 23 CUB Right Right 45 70

5 RP António Herrera 22 CRC Switch Right 45 65

6 CF Declan Hounsell 20 ENG Left Right 50 60

7 LF Juan Martínez 20 USA Right Left 30 60

8 SP Sergio Costello 20 USA Switch Right 35 55

9 RP Jorge Feliciano 22 MEX Left Right 35 55

10 SS Roberto Puente 20 VEN Right Right 40 55

Madison Wolves

61 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 CL Juan Cerda 19 PAN Right Right 65 80

2 1B José Cordero 21 NCA Switch Right 75 80

3 2B Francisco Arredondo 21 NCA Right Right 65 75

4 C Joe Bradshaw 19 USA Switch Right 50 75

5 C Parker Davenport 23 USA Right Right 45 75

6 CL Ángel Gómez 19 CUB Left Left 40 75

7 RF Jorge Gutiérrez 19 VEN Right Right 45 75

8 RP Cristo Muñóz 19 ARU Left Left 20 75

9 SP Brian King 21 USA Left Left 20 70

10 SP José Pérez 20 USA Left Left 45 70

Twin Cities River Monsters
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ATLANTIC DIVISION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW ORLEANS CRAWDADS  98 - 64 

ROCKVILLE PIKEMAN    95 - 67 

CHARM CITY JIMMIES    91 - 71 

JACKSONVILLE HURRICANES 90 - 72 

MONTREAL BLAZERS    74 - 88 

BROOKLYN ROBINS    70 - 92 

ATLANTIC CITY GAMBLERS  69 - 93 

CHARLOTTE COUGARS    54 - 108 
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NEW ORLEANS CRAWDADS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: It has been a fairly quiet off-season in New Orleans, but maybe they didn’t need anything? Okay, you 

can’t lose over 16 WAR and not need anything but the Crawdads are pretty close as the only thing they really have a 
weakness now is proven production up the middle at catcher, second base and shortstop  
2040 PROJECTION: 93 – 69 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 95 – 67 
 

 

Offseason Outlook: New Orleans finished just behind Rockville for the Johnson League crown 
but fell in the playoffs. Very little movement has occurred in the big easy, however they must 

replace 2 catchers that have fallen off the roster in Barrera and Tobias. They will also be without 
veteran infielder Reece Wareham. 

 
Things to know: 

1.) Have no fear Crawdad fans, New Orleans has an excellent catcher ready to prove himself in 
21-year-old Pedro Gomez! Gomez had a soft debut last year with 25 big league at bats, but in 
AAA he managed a .302/.344/.485 batting line, his best in 3 seasons of AAA. His defensive work 

behind the plate is also outstanding and at the end of the season fans will be questioning if 
Gomez deserved this job in 2040. 

 
2.) Eric Bell has made the playoffs each of his first two seasons with New Orleans and we have 
no doubt in the control room that he will make that a straight 3 for 3. This is the last year of his 

contract and if he is not extended could be a favorite for many clubs during next off-season. 
 

Barometer Reading 
Rising: Of course, this is Pedro Gomez. Gomez is going to be great. The club is losing a 
combined 3.9 WAR among two catchers from last season, but Gomez reaches this all by himself. 

 
Falling: Sign me up as a non-believer in Jerry Pacy. The 24-year-old lefty 

posted his second straight season with an ERA under 3.55 but I am not falling 
for it this year. I see a 4.50 ERA minimum for him in 2041 and with Pacy and 
Delgado as the 3rd and 4th starters New Orleans is going to have to turn to 

current farm hand 20-year-olds Gilberto Nevarez and Cristian Garcia to make a 
big difference for the BBA club and maybe be called up sooner than later. 

 
Sleeper: SS Damek Korbel. Korbel had a bit of a rough call up putting 

together a .219/.301/.266 line with 30 home runs in 128 at bats last season. Look for that 

batting line to increase a full 40 points in 2041. That combined with his great glove should help 
him turn that negative 0.2 WAR into a positive 2.0 this coming season. 

 
Bold Prediction: New Orleans wins the Atlantic Division, unseating Rockville for the 
first time in 7 seasons. 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 98 – 64  

JOHNSON LEAGUE – ATLANTIC DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Jim Roberts BALLPARK: Huckfeldt Memorial Stadium 
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ROCKVILLE PIKEMEN 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: That’s not to say little movement is a bad thing as this is the team to beat in the Johnson 

League Atlantic Division. They won 95 games last season and appear to be well on their way to another 90+ win 
season. Who’s to doubt the Pikemen until proven otherwise?  
2040 PROJECTION: 94 – 68 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 96 – 66 
 

 

Offseason Outlook: Rockville escaped with another division win in 2040, however will be 
looking to replace 1B Manuel Marino and his 30 home runs, along with attempting to find a 

reliable back-end starter after Pepe Jaramillo ended up not working out in his 20 starts for 
Rockville in 2040.  

 
Things to know: 

1.) With very little immediate help coming from the farm, Rockville looks to be willing to turn 
towards Bob Coleman as their 5th starter. Coleman had been a consistent 
member of the rotation up until last season, where he appeared in 40 games, 

but for the first time since 2033, didn’t start more than 20…he started zero. 
 

2.) It appears that the replacement for Marino is already on the team as Bing-
De Zhao could be a future Diamond Glove winner at first. Granted he spent 
last season playing mostly second base, all signs should point to him taking 

over at first this season. 
 

Barometer Reading 
Rising: Bing-De Zhao. I can’t begin to talk about how high I am on this 20-year-old future star. 
His .339/.414/.647 over 224 at bats last season should be followed up by something just as 

spectacular except Rockville will get a full season out of him rather than just 58 games. 
 

Falling: Vicente Archuleta. I don’t see any chance he repeats his 2040 performance at the plate 
in 2041. Besides that, he is a huge liability at the hot corner. Rockville needs to find a reliable 3rd 
baseman and move on from this youngster while the trade market could still be alive for him. 

 
Sleeper: Wilson Alomar. The 20-year-old had a 11 game debut in 2040, but he could make a 

big impact in a designated hitter type role for Rockville or maybe he gives way to Palacios and 
Palacios takes over as the DH. Neither can field great, but both are doable because of their 
approach at the plate. 

 
Bold Prediction: Rockville will trade OF Lorenzo Palacios this season for SP prospects. 

 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 95 – 67 
  

JOHNSON LEAGUE – ATLANTIC DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Aaron Weiner BALLPARK: Owen’s Ordinary 
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CHARM CITY JIMMIES 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: Despite the club’s top prospects being still a few seasons away from contributing, Charm City 

should hold its own and improve off last season’s 77-85 record.  
2040 PROJECTION: 79 – 83 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 87 – 75 
 

 

Offseason Outlook: Charm City missed the post season for the 6th straight year in 2040, but 
showed signs of improvement finishing with 87 wins, along with a franchise best .281 team 

batting average. A relatively quiet offseason should allow this young team a chance to inch 
closer to 90 as their kids become men. 

 
Things to Know: 
1.) The clubs real only loss was pitcher Maxime Manceau, who had a 1.7 WAR last season 

despite a 5.38 ERA. The rotation still appears to be the weakness for this club 
despite the anchor that is Jorge Nevarez.  

 
2.) This club relies on its offense. The offense that despite that team batting 
average last year is potentially only going to get better as it matures. Look 

out for this one as it’s possible that once Charm City makes the playoffs, they 
remain there for the decade. 

 
Barometer Reading: 
Rising: SS Wilson Andrade at 20 years old has a chance to completely shine and be the league’s 

best shortstop. Andrade had 148 at bats last season so not technically a rookie, but it’s possible 
his WAR jumps from 1.3 to 5.0 or higher this season. 

 
Falling: 1B Mario Guerrer is unlikely to produce another season similar to last year in my 
opinion, despite a track record of producing. I have Guerrer pegged at less than 30 home runs 

for the first time since 2033, and a batting average under .270 this coming season. As a DH, 
those aren’t great and he may end up competing for playing time when the season is closing 

out. 
 
Sleeper: CF Tomas Guillen. Guillen is probably considered a season away still, but with no other 

great options in center for Charm City, that may push the button. Guillen is great in the field, 
and can hold his own at the plate and should contribute in 2040 based on depth and his spot on 

the 40-man roster. 
 

Bold Prediction: Charm City returns to the postseason for the first time in 7 years. 
 
 

2041 PROJECTION: 91 – 71 
  

JOHNSON LEAGUE – ATLANTIC DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Brandon Slouck BALLPARK: OLD BAY Park at Camden Yards 
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JACKSONVILLE HURRICANES 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: Similar to Rockville, Jacksonville is having an off off-season with very little to excite fans in the 

acquisitions department. Also, like Rockville, a lack of additions doesn’t necessarily mean it’s a bad off-season. Hell,  
this team just won the Landis and only lost 4.0 WAR?  
2040 PROJECTION: 86 – 76 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 92 – 70 
 

 

Offseason Outlook: Jacksonville made the playoffs every season in the 2030’s and continued 
that streak winning 92 games in 2040. Jacksonville had a very quiet offseason with no notable 

departures and actually drafted a few Rule 5 guys to play in the corner outfield if needed. 
Jacksonville shouldn’t have an issue winning 90+ again this coming year. 

 
Things to know: 

1.) Jose Zuniga had no issues replacing Manuel Martinez last season at first 
base as Martinez moved into the DH role. Zuniga actually out slugged 
Martinez, slugging 56 home runs and batting an astonishing .352/.410/.723.  

It’s unlikely he follows suit with another amazing season but if Jacksonville is 
hoping to go deep in the playoffs, he may need to. 

 
2.) Chris Kelly was a big reason for the club continuing its playoff tradition last season as all 5 
members of the rotation had ERA’s under 4.86, while the prior season only 3 of the 5 pitchers 

did. Kelly returns this season and should be the anchor of this rotation. 
 

Barometer Reading 
Rising: Omar Dijkstra could play a big role in center field if he is given the chance this year. 
Dijkstra played at AA last season and was excellent at the top of the lineup. If Rocky Allen 

struggles again at the plate like 2040, it’s possible the club looks at Dijkstra. 
 

Falling: Peter Grady may be on his way down as he is officially on the wrong side of 30. The 
longtime bullpen pitcher in Jacksonville who consistently pitches as many innings or more 
innings than most starting pitchers each season had the worst season of his career in 2040. 

Although a 3.92 ERA doesn’t look bad, expect that number to jump again this year over 4 as 
Grady’s best days are behind him. 

 
Sleeper: Sort of difficult to find a sleeper other than maybe Dijkstra in Jacksonville considering 
such a quiet offseason, but rule 5 drafted outfielder Gui Jen may be the closest thing to this. Jen 

can play right field sufficiently and also isn’t a slum at the plate. 
 

Bold Prediction: Jacksonville misses the playoffs for the first time since 2028. 
 
 

2041 PROJECTION: 90 – 72  

JOHNSON LEAGUE – ATLANTIC DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Tyler Simmons BALLPARK: Fidelity Financial Park 
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MONTREAL BLAZERS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: Montreal failed to meet even the modest of expectations last season, drunk walking to a 61-

101 record. Look for Montreal to struggle again this season, however improve on last year’s record thanks to the 
fourth-most gained WAR during the off-season amongst non-expansion clubs.  
2040 PROJECTION: 64 – 98 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 68 – 94 
 

 

Offseason Outlook: Montreal was a staple in the playoffs between 2027 to 2036, only missing 
the post season one time during that stretch. Now the Blazers have officially missed the playoffs 

four times in a row and finishing 6th in the division for the first time in franchise history. A new 
GM has taken over -- the third in four seasons -- and while the prior GM was building things, this 

team still needs some work to get back to a contender each season. 
 

Things to know: 
1.) The entire infield is different heading into 2041, other than 3B Nakanishi. That’s not 
necessarily a bad thing as that means that Montreal will rely on some of its kids to fill those 

gaps. One inparticular should be 2B Lineu Aldo. Aldo has been consistently followed by fans 
since being acquired from San Antonio in 2037 and be in the running for the Gillstrom Award. 

 
2.) The Blazers pitching was less than great in 2040, but has the chance to be much improved in 
2041 with the likes of Lance Harrison, Tadamichi Ando, and Jorge Hernandez all knocking on the 

door. The club also signed starting pitcher Jose Trujillo and closer Joe Whitaker this off-season 
which may be a few underappreciated moves. 

 
Barometer Reading: 
Rising: LF Jim Antolin. I don’t think he is going to bat below the Mendoza line 

again given a full season in left field. The 24 year old has never hit for much 
average but a .197 batting line is simply not going to get it done. I expect that 

line to jump up to the .240’s and for Antolin to cross into the mid 20 mark for 
long balls this season. 
 

Falling: C Ares Papadias. This guy was signed this offseason to replace Don Logan at catcher 
but I am set to be less than impressed by him. 19 year old Rainer Scheffer is likely to take over 

but that is a large downgrade behind the plate even compared to a guy like Papadias. 
 
Sleeper: Drees Geestman has not lived up to expectations and may be looked at to be the ace 

of this team. His scouting report tells me he is capable of tossing some good innings and his 
5.27 ERA in 2040 (a career best), is going to drop dramatically down maybe even a full run. 

 
Bold Prediction: Drees Geestman is a double-digit game winner for the first time in his 
career. 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 74 – 88  

JOHNSON LEAGUE – ATLANTIC DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Jeffrey Everroad BALLPARK: Le Palais 
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BROOKLYN ROBINS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: Brooklyn surprised many last year during what was a full rebuild year by nearly finishing with a 

.500 record and being in contention for a wildcard throughout. This year they haven’t done much to change that 
contention. Look for Brooklyn to once again hover around .500 but for defense to be the biggest weakness on this 
club.  
2040 PROJECTION: 79 – 83 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 69 – 93 
 

 

Offseason Outlook: Brooklyn took a step back in 2040 after winning 79 games in 2039, they 

dropped to 69 in 2040 despite some lofty expectations that a rebuild wouldn’t be as long as at 
first predicted. The future is bright in Brooklyn, just not for 2041. 
 

Things to Know: 
1.) It was a quiet off-season, just as it should have been for Brooklyn with maybe the only thing 

that could have been better would have been to sign some veterans and flip them come mid-
summer.  
 

2.) All of the club’s kids are still kids, and while they could push some to contribute this year, it’s 
best they wait one more season and then unleash what they have been building all at once. 

Despite players like Espinosa, and Scott Bell being “ready” another year is another year of team 
control and cheap control for a club. 

 
Barometer Reading: 
Rising: OF Jose Ramos. Ramos put together a beautiful debut over 377 at bats, slugging 22 

home runs while batting .313/.364/.578 with a wRC+ of 141. Let’s see what he can do for a full 
season with the club. He alone, may be what puts some butts in the seats for Ramos. 

 
Falling: SP Andre Georges. Georges is finishing the last year of his four-year $26-million dollar 

deal with Atlantic City, but already is setup to be paid another $10.5 

million after this season for the next 3 years. This makes me cringe a 
bit as I think Georges is probably on his last limb as a starter and 

even a positive WAR is less than a guarantee. 
 
Sleeper: If Brooklyn does roll the dice and call up Luis Espinosa, he 

could do well for himself. It’s unlikely he has an ERA under 4, or 
takes Brooklyn to the postseason, but he could at least get his feet 

wet in the BBA. 
 
Bold Prediction: Brooklyn’s Luis Espinosa wins the AAA pitcher of the year award. 

 
 

2041 PROJECTION: 70 – 92 
  

JOHNSON LEAGUE – ATLANTIC DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Alan Ehlers BALLPARK: McDermott Park at Ebbets Field 
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ATLANTIC CITY GAMBLERS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: Atlantic City underwhelmed many last season after coming in with high expectations. Save for 

signing Shag Hopkins in free agency to be the starting catcher, there hasn’t been a whole lot of improvement. Another 
losing season in Atlantic City appears in the books.  
2040 PROJECTION: 69 – 93 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 67 – 95 
 

 

Off-season Outlook: Put me down as one of the teams disappointed in Atlantic City last year. 
They missed the playoffs for the 4th straight season, and actually finished with a worse record 

than 3 years ago and only improved their winning total by 2 games from 2039 to 2040. Another 
quiet off-season where they actually moved on from catcher Hopkins, and LF Hernan could lead 

to watching the postseason from home once again, something they have gotten used to having 
only made the postseason once since the 2033 season. 

 
Things to Know: 
1.) It looks like newly signed free agent starter Chet Parrish is set to be the Gamblers “ace”. 

What a gamble that is. Parrish does hold a 4.27 career ERA in just over 1,000 career innings but 
I expect that to jump as soon as this season. Not a good sign in Atlantic City as fans will be 

petitioning quickly for Amir & Moran to take the mound. 
 
2.) Moving on from those players mentioned previously shouldn’t be a huge deal as the club 

does have 2 catchers ready to rock and several outfielders who can replace Hernan. 
 

Barometer Reading: 
Rising: RF Antonio Martinez. Oh god, let him start on opening day. This 20 year old is about to 
take the league by storm and has the ability to be a perennial slugger award winner for the 

outfield. He hit .340/.400/.665 with 33 home runs in 427 at bats at AAA Brookklyn last year. 
 

Falling: RP Lucio Gomez. Gomez had a down year last season and unfortunately I think that is 
going to continue. His FIP was lower than his ERA but he managed to give up double digit home 
runs in less than triple digit innings again last season, his second time in four seasons. I expect 

Gomez to be held to less high risk situations this year. 
 

Sleeper: I know the club brought back Bucky Dornster this year on a 2 year deal 
that was much more team friendly than his past deal however I am hoping that 
they just let him play first and hand the spatula over to Ernesto Gonzalez at the 

hot corner.  Gonzalez has the abiity at the plate to be one of the better hitting 
third baseman and defensively should also be a solid player. He is 21 years old and 

appears ready to roll after hitting .314/.346/.467 last season in AAA Brooklyn. 
 
Bold Prediction: Antonio Martinez wins the silver slugger award in RF. 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 69 – 93  

JOHNSON LEAGUE – ATLANTIC DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Joshua Biddle BALLPARK: Trump Park 
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CHARLOTTE COUGARS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: Welcome to the Brewster, Charlotte! Or welcome back, as one of the original franchises of the 

league was the Charlotte Knights, who moved to Greenville in 1981 then eventually became the Jacksonville 
Hurricanes. But this is a new era of Charlotte baseball, one will definitely not win 100 games in 2040, but probably 
won’t lose 100 either.  
2040 PROJECTION: 70 – 92 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 48 – 114 
 

 

Offseason Outlook: Charlotte now has a season under it’s belt and it was about as could be 

expected for a club in it’s first season in the BBA. They won 48 games, lost 8 million dollars, but 
did draw over 30,000 fans to each home game which is more than some BBA teams who have 
been around decades drew. Now they look to build onto their 48 games won, and drive that 

number closer to 60 in Year Two. 
 

Things to know: 
1.) It was a rather quiet offseason for Charlotte, at least in terms of acquisitions with the only 

player acquired being catcher Mcihom, who was a MILB player last season. Players 

who packed their bags and left Charlotte were SP Mace, SP Guerrero, 2B 
Anderson, C Papadias, and SP Tornatore, who had a combined war of 2.9. 

 
2.) As should be expected Charlotte has a payroll in 2041 of just 55 million dollars, 

24 of which is to two players alone. The payroll in Charlotte last season was over 
93 million. Look for Charlotte t play spoiler this season as they should be willing to 
take on bad contracts from better teams in exchange for prospects. 

 
Barometer Reading: 

Rising: RF Jaime Geerdinkck. This guy bat 347 at bats in Charlotte last season and began to 
hear the cheers just as loud as Gaona got. Look for a passing of the torch here as Geerdinkck it 
setup to be Charlotte’s “face of the franchise”. 

 
Falling: 1B Albert Gaona was the star last season in Charlotte but it’s likely he is going to start 

to fall off quickly. I don’t think a 38+ home runs season with a batting average in the mid .240’s 
in in the cards for Gaona this year. 
 

Sleeper: CF Dax Norris. Norris played center field all of last season for the club but failed to 
produce a positive WAR as his batting performance and wRC+ remained identical to his time in 

San Antonio in 2039. Norris has the opportunity to improve on that this season and continue his 
above average defense in center field.  
 

Bold Prediction: Charlotte acquires a huge name, bad contract at the deadline, also 
acquiring a top 50 BBA prospect in the deal. 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 54 – 108  

JOHNSON LEAGUE – ATLANTIC DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Brett Golden BALLPARK: Trump Park 
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THE ATLANTIC DIVISION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The large number on the top left of each team is their "2041 

Recte Prospect Quotient". Very simple formula that adds the 

total sum of OVR +POT of all top 10 prospects and then 

divides it by 20. 

56 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 C Ron Shiplack 20 CAN Right Right 40 80

2 RP Fernando Márquez 28 PAN Right Right 75 75

3 3B Wllibald Akbulut 21 GER Right Right 55 70

4 CF Tomás Guillén 20 VEN Left Left 50 65

5 SS Shawn O'Bagy 19 USA Right Right 45 65

6 SP Brooks Stone 20 USA Left Left 30 65

7 3B José Toledo 22 CUB Right Right 45 65

8 SP Maup Manshert 19 ARU Switch Right 25 60

9 SP Mauro Ríos 20 COL Right Right 45 60

10 C Salvatore Tessio 20 USA Right Right 40 60

Charm City Jimmies

47 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 SS Jeremy Pickens 20 USA Right Right 40 80

2 C Ramiro Cherón 20 PUR Right Right 25 70

3 3B Holden Dickson 20 USA Right Right 25 70

4 C Felipe Delgado 20 USA Right Right 30 65

5 CF Omer Dijkstra 20 NED Left Left 45 65

6 C Pepe Prieto 19 USA Switch Right 20 65

7 RP Domenic Blondell 21 AUS Switch Right 35 55

8 3B Murray Healey 16 CAN Right Right 20 55

9 RF Gui Jen 21 TPE Left Left 35 55

10 C José Morán 21 DOM Switch Right 35 55

Jacksonville Hurricanes

52 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 1B Andrew Gallagher 19 USA Right Right 25 80

2 SS Quinn Richardson 19 USA Switch Right 50 80

3 SP Keijo Reini 23 HUN Right Right 45 70

4 SP Jafar Haamid 21 CIV Right Right 50 65

5 1B Luis Pérez 22 CRC Left Left 55 55

6 RP Juan Álvarez 20 ARG Right Right 40 50

7 SP Tony Cabrera 25 CUB Right Right 45 50

8 SP Nick Mobley 24 USA Right Right 40 50

9 SS Miguel Pacheco 22 NCA Right Right 40 50

10 SP Ángel Romero 22 BRA Left Left 40 50

Charlotte Cougars

56 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 RF António Martínez 20 NCA Left Right 70 80

2 3B Ernesto González 20 USA Right Right 50 70

3 C Randy Bader 21 USA Switch Right 60 65

4 1B Jack Cox 21 USA Right Right 35 65

5 SP Henry Fudge 17 CAN Left Right 20 65

6 LF Stewart Illingworth 21 JAM Left Left 55 65

7 3B Don Pérez 20 USA Right Right 20 65

8 RF José Valentín 20 PAN Left Left 60 65

9 CF Edward Lake 21 USA Left Left 40 60

10 SP Thiongo Amir 21 GHA Right Right 50 55

Atlantic City Gamblers

65 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 RF Juan Donéstevez 19 MEX Left Left 65 80

2 1B Raúl Fernández 22 PUR Right Right 50 80

3 3B Mal Fountain 19 USA Right Right 20 80

4 RP Cristián García 21 DOM Left Left 60 80

5 C Pedro Gómez 22 MEX Right Right 60 80

6 C Roelof Klooster 22 NED Right Right 65 80

7 RP Gilberto Nevárez 20 NCA Right Right 50 80

8 RP Albert Rodríguez 21 USA Switch Right 70 80

9 SS Diego Acostas 20 USA Right Right 30 75

10 RP Gilberto Cruz 21 ARG Right Right 45 75

New Orleans Crawdads

58 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 2B Lineu Aldo 21 CPV Left Right 75 80

2 3B Eduardo González 19 MEX Right Right 55 80

3 2B Mahine Karetu 18 PAU Right Right 20 80

4 C Rainer Scheffer 19 ARU Right Right 40 80

5 LF Don Jaramillo 20 USA Right Right 30 75

6 LF Peter Crocker 20 USA Right Right 30 70

7 SP Lance Harrison 20 USA Switch Right 40 70

8 C Reggie Leeper 19 USA Left Right 25 70

9 RP Tadamichi Ando 20 JPN Right Right 50 65

10 RP Jorge Hernández 21 ESP Right Right 50 65

Montreal Blazers

51 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 CL Jason Hone 19 ARU Right Right 40 80

2 SS Daniel Pepper 19 ENG Switch Right 45 80

3 CF Gilberto Falchonelli 20 VEN Right Right 50 70

4 LF Matthew Reilly 20 USA Left Left 40 70

5 LF Wilson Alomar 20 USA Left Left 50 65

6 3B Sergio Valentín 20 PUR Right Right 40 65

7 1B Colin Lee 19 USA Left Left 35 55

8 CL Ricardo Mendoza 19 MEX Left Left 20 55

9 SS Juan Domingo 21 HON Switch Right 30 50

10 SP Dwight Dunn 21 USA Right Right 35 50

Rockville Pikemen

52 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 RP Ramón Martínez 19 COL Right Left 40 80

2 RP Luis Espinosa 20 CUB Right Left 55 75

3 RP Ismael Guzmán 20 MEX Left Right 45 70

4 SS Scott Bell 19 USA Right Right 45 65

5 1B Art O'Bryan 20 USA Left Left 35 65

6 RP Wilson Reyes 20 MEX Left Left 20 65

7 RP Mike Charette 20 CAN Right Right 40 60

8 3B Brian Dixon 20 USA Right Right 35 60

9 LF Hadji Ufanisi 20 LBR Right Left 35 60

10 CF Man-keung Sui 20 CHN Right Right 35 55

Brooklyn Robins
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EDMONTON JACKRABBITS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: In 2039, Edmonton was a letdown to pre-season prognosticators for much of the year after 
winning the Landis the season prior. But thanks to improved play in the second-half of the year, the Jackrabbits 
squeezed into the playoffs. Many changes in the off-season have them set them up for another push this year, if not 
reach the 90-win mark as well.  
2040 PROJECTION: 90 – 72 

2040 FINAL RECORD: 111 – 51 
 

 

Offseason Outlook: Edmonton has made the playoffs the past 4 seasons, taking it all home in 
2038. Edmonton has little room for movement with a payroll nearing 106 million, their highest in 
franchise history.  

 
Things to Know: 

1.) Edmonton lost SP Parrish to free agency, and is likely to turn towards Chandler 
Hall now. Hall started 16 games last season and was spectacular before having 
Tommy John Surgery. Hall is expected back by the start of the season and even 

with Jubal Troop on the team, its likely Hall becomes the ace that runs the place. 
 

2.) It looks like a youth movement is about to hit the Jackrabbits. Just in time as 
well as the team was beginning to form wrinkles under the eyes. Donadoni is 
going to mash from 1st base, Pepe Espinosa is going to be a very valuable infielder, Pedro 

Huerta, Julio Uribe, and Sebastian Fradesso appear to be top future outfielders. The only thing 
missing is a youth movement in the rotation as the rotation is aging quickly. 

 
Barometer Reading: 
Rising: Oh gosh, where to start and who to pick. Well go with Jose Salas in left field. He only 

appeared in 69 games last season (69 haha) but he made a big impact with his bat. That impact 
is likely to increase even more so this year as his power should come along and he should hit 

more than 3, yes 3, home runs which he managed in 2040. 
 
Falling: 1B Mons Raider. This guy has been something else his entire career. He is likely to go 

down as the #1 steals leader in BBA history, but his time in coming to an end quickly. I wouldn’t 
be surprised if he is shipped to someone like Charlotte to free up cap space, especially with 

Donadoni waiting in the wings. 
 
Sleeper: SS Pepe Espinosa. I know Joey O’Brien is the current shortstop in Edmonton but his 

consistent WAR is under 1.0. Start Espinosa, who has a better glove alone, and watch that WAR 
flourish up to 3.0 this year at the age of 20. 

 
Bold Prediction: Chandler Hall wins 17 games for Edmonton in 2041. 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 104 – 58  

JOHNSON LEAGUE – FRONTIER DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Chris Robillard BALLPARK: John Ducey Park 
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CALGARY PIONEERS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: Calgary won 85 games last season and made the playoffs for the first time since 2035 so 

maybe nothing needed to happen this off-season. Expect the Pioneers to once again be in the mid 80s for a win total 
come October.  
2040 PROJECTION: 87 – 75 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 91 – 71 
 

 

Offseason Outlook: All is quiet in Canada. The club won 91 games last season, making the 
playoffs for the second straight season and improving their winning by 6 games with the pitching 

being the biggest difference seeing their ERA from 4.59 in 2039 to 4.02 last season. 
 

Things to Know: 
1.) When you’ve made the playoffs the past 2 seasons and the biggest, and only departure from 

your team, is a reliever with a WAR of 0.4 last season you know you’re doing something right. 
That’s the case in Calgary. Status quo. 
 

2.) The scariest thing of status quo is that this club has monster help 
coming in the rotation. Rodeia is likely ready to go this year, and 

Jorge Alfaro, Fernando Rangel, and Frank Boland appear to be the 
real deal. Those guys were likely to follow Mike Bragg, who just put 
up the best season of his career with a 3.88 ERA over 92 innings but 

Mike Bragg tore his UCL in spring training so that does leave a hole 
in this rotation. 

 
Barometer Reading: 

Rising: 1B Liann-wei Mao. Can someone who is coming off back to back 4.5 WAR seasons really 

be a “riser”? In my book, yes he can. Mao has been living behind the shadows for say but I 
expect him to be in the center of the spotlight this year as he cracks 40 home runs and bats 

over .300 again without missing a beat at first base with his glove. 
 
Falling: LF Juan Karyabwite. In his second year of his 5 year contract, I expect Karyabwite to 

fall off. He already has started the past 2 seasons and I expect another drop down to the mid 
.250’s for a batting average this year and for Calgary to start counting the days until this 

contract is up. 
 
Sleeper: OF Sawyer Slizz. Techncially he is a right fielder, but this guy could play them all. If 

the club gives him a chance this season, he could be the difference between postseason on the 
diamond, and postseason on the couch. 

 
Bold Prediction: Rodeia debuts with 15 wins this season. 
 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 94 – 68  

JOHNSON LEAGUE – FRONTIER DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Kevin Dickson BALLPARK: The Stockyard 
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LAS VEGAS HUSTLERS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: A new pit boss is in town for Las Vegas as Brett Schroeder takes over for Matt Rectenberg, 

only GM Husters fans know. Expectations are high as the team has missed the playoffs only twice since the 2019 
season, so Schroeder has his work cut out for him. Don’t expect the drop off to be severe enough to keep this team 
from winning 85 games this season, yet they will ultimately miss the postseason and Vegas will riot.  
2040 PROJECTION: 86 – 76 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 101 – 61 
 

 

Offseason outlook: When you win the Landis, do you really even need an off-season outlook or 

are you just enjoying the times? Vegas didn’t make any big moves, but they likely didn’t need 
to. The biggest moves they made this offseason were shipping two pitchers out of town, one by 
way of free agency, and one being Abe Colbert.  

 
Things to know: 

1.) Jim Ashford, who was acquired in the Abe Colbert trade is unlikely to find his way to the BBA 
this season which is probably fine considering the club has Mitch Dalrymple signed through 2046 
now.  

 
2.) The pitching staff is downgraded  with Colbert being dealt away, and there is very little help 

coming with no pitchers currently in the Hustlers top 20 prospects that are ahead of AA. 
 

Barometer Reading: 
Rising: 1B Otto Altaner. Otto his 203 last season in 217 at bats, a huge drop from the 
.318/.369/.495 he batted in AAA in 2039. Without a doubt he rebounds in a big way and hits 20 

home runs this season with a batting line closer to .275 and a positive WAR after posting a -1.5 
last season. 

 
Falling: SS Miguel Rodriguez. I don’t see Rodriguez becoming a two time all-star this year as 
his WRC+ will fall back to career average numbers of 90 and his batting average will drop back 

in the .250 range. Vegas may wind up regretting that 3 year, $26 million deal they gave him last 
August. 

 
Sleeper: If Manoell Whanon can get some playing time in a crowded 
outfield in Vegas, he may never lose the starting job. The 20 year old had a 

wRC+ of 141 last season in 119 at bats and played excellent defense in 
center field. Look for him to have a coming out party in 2041. 

 
Bold Prediction: Las Vegas squeaks in with a wild card, despite their 
best player not even being in the organization until after June (a big 

trade occurs in July). 
 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 92 – 70  

JOHNSON LEAGUE – FRONTIER DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Brett Schroeder BALLPARK: The Casino by Moe Fugger 
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MEXICO CITY AZTECS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: They won 90 games last season, so it should be safe to assume they will win 90 games this 

year? Except, well, realignment happened which is going to drive this number one way or the other. It’s likely the new 
division helps Mexico City actually and they wind up with 92 wins this year (eight of which will likely come the last 
three days of the season because of rainouts).  
2040 PROJECTION: 92 – 70 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 79 – 83 
 

 

Offseason Outlook: Mexico City has had the quietest off-season of any team as literally 

nothing has happened. Despite only winning 79 games last season and missing the postseason 
for the first time in six years, it appears that it’s “nobody panic time” in Mexico City. 
 

Things to know: 
1.) Mexico City missed the playoffs in large part to the team ERA jumping from 3.94 to a still 

respectable 4.57. Other than maybe looking towards Shinsaku Ine at the age of 19, the team 
has done very little to improve its rotation and is instead just hoping that Pendleton’s jump from 
3.28 to 4.87 was a blip which it may have been. It’s more of a stretch to assume that Julio Silva 

is going to bounce back to 3.88 from his disastrous 5.99 last season. 
 

2.) If there’s one place in the Brewster Universe to find the finest 
banana bread, it’s Mexico City. 

 
Barometer Reading: 
Rising: 2B Marvin Isworth. Isworth had his debut season last year and 

despite a .294 batting average actually had a wRC+ of just 87 due to 
his lack of power. I expect Isworth to not only improve on that wRC+ 

but also to improve at second base and turn his 0.7 WAR from 2039 
into a full 2.5 in 2040. 
 

Falling: This one is an easy one for me. Jose Estrada is not going to replicate his 2040 season. 
He is not even going to replicate his WAR from 2035(2.0). I see Estrada falling way off unless 

the club protects him and only plays him against right handed pitchers. It’s a good thing this is 
the last year of his contract because Mexico City will be counting down the days until he is off 
the payroll come August. 

 
Sleeper: LF Juan Rocha had a limited role last season that should develop into a full time role 

this season. He mashes against lefties and with improved defense there is no way he posts 
another season with a negative WAR for the club. 
 

Bold Prediction: despite 8 years in, Juan Silva is completely removed from the rotation 
in Mexico City this summer. 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 82 – 80  

JOHNSON LEAGUE – FRONTIER DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Fred Holmes BALLPARK: Ullamaliztli Fielder 
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PHOENIX TALONS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: Phoenix won 92 games last year despite losing All-Star Thad Meyer for over 100 games after a 

May ACL injury. This team didn’t do much this off-season, but it’s another team that didn’t need to do much. Look for 
Phoenix to stick around 90 wins again this year.  
2040 PROJECTION: 90 – 72 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 90 – 72 
 

 

Offseason Outlook: Although they won 90 games last season, the Talons watched the 
postseason from home, despite a nine-digit payroll for the second consecutive 

season. Now, they must move on without three members of the rotation from 
2039 with Amarel, Behner, and Truijio all departing. Also departing was catcher 

Arreola and LF Santana.  
 

Things to Know: 
1.) The club did sign catcher Sang-duk Sim who has only called Twin Cities 
home. He has been a career average contributor at the plate while playing great 

with his glove but it’s hard to replace Cisco. Santana is likely to be replaced 
easily as Jose Colon can take over in left field.  

 
2.) Phoenix signed Maxene Mace, but he is likely to be unable to replicate the production from 
any of the three lost in the rotation. Mace has a career 4.58 ERA in nearly 2,000 innings pitched. 

The 34-year-old is on the downside for his career however and an ERA over 5 is possible. 
 

Barometer Reading: 
Rising: LF Jose Colon. With Santana leaving, Colon should get the full season in left field. He 
struggled last season at the plate over 130 at bats, but I expect him to be rebound well and get 

back closer to his 35 home run output in 2039, than to replicate his output of 3 in 2040. 
 

Falling: 1B William Moreland. In his last year with Phoenix, I expect a stinker. He is 34 years 
old and after his horrible 1B work last season it’s only a matter of time before Moreland is losing 
at bats to my pick for the sleeper on this team. 

 
Sleeper: 1B Juan Mateo. I feel as if everyone has young slugging first basemen this year. Mateo 

is more than ready to play, and if he plays is actually my leading rookie of the year candidate for 
first base.   
 

Bold Prediction: Rookie Juan Mateo wins the Johnson League Gillstrom Award in a 
landslide. 

 
 

2041 PROJECTION: 81 – 81  

JOHNSON LEAGUE – FRONTIER DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Sean Marko BALLPARK: Paul D. Lunn Memorial Stadium 
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BOISE SPUDS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: Boise did as expected last season finishing under .500 this past season but still managed to 

finish with their best record since the introduction into the BBA in 2035. Look for Boise to build onto that success last 
season and come close to .500 this year.  
2040 PROJECTION: 80 – 82 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 65 – 97 
 

 

Offseason Outlook: I will be honest, I pegged Boise to do much better last season. Instead 
they took a step back and won the least amount of games since their inaugural season in 2035. 

Now it appears they are ready to try again as they went big this off-season bringing in a 
combined 7.2 WAR from 3 guys, and dropping a second baseman with a -1.9 WAR in 2039. 

That’s nearly 10 wins that Boise is expecting pickup from acquisitions and departures alone. 
 

Things to know: 
1.) With Hank Brewer at the catcher spot, it’s likely that Cisco Arreola will be the DH. Last 
season Arreola had a wRC+ of 119 but it’s likely Boise has nobody better. 

 
2.) Pancho German is the star of this rotation and that isn’t saying much considering he had a 

5.20 ERA last season over 200 innings of work. Despite that, his 4.40 FIP and3.3 WAR say he 
should have been better. A spike in BABIP to .331 is to blame. After German, the options are 
limited with the current roster. Carlos Diaz & Jorge Maestas both look like complete difference 

makers who, if the club is serious about contending, should be in the rotation on opening day. 
 

Barometer Reading: 
Rising: RF Felix Roman. Roman made his debut last season and managed to hit 30 long balls 
with a .242 batting average. I expect Roman to go off the charts this year, hitting 40 home runs, 

stealing 40 bases, and increasing his batting line to the mid .270’s minimum. Look for Roman to 
be a contender for the Sawyer award at the end of the year if Boise is even sniffing the playoffs. 

 
Falling: SP Celio Marin. I mentiond that Diaz & Maestras are going to have to go into the 
rotation. Currently Marin is the #2 guy, and should be the #5 guy on most clubs. His 4.91 ERA 

is going to balloon next season as he turns 33 and Boise will be stuck with an 
$8,000,000 back end rotation inning eater by the end of 2041. 

 
Sleeper: C Hank Brewer. I am taking a risk on an older guy here and saying last 
season was a small glitch. Brewer only hit .234 last year with 114 strikeouts(a 

career high). While he doesn’t reach his career average this year(.298), he hits a 
much more respectable .270 and more importantly stays healthy. 

 
Bold Prediction: CF Dennis French is finally dealt after nearly a year of trade rumors, in 
exchange sending Boise 3 top 100 prospects. 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 81 – 81  

JOHNSON LEAGUE – FRONTIER DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Joe Lederer BALLPARK: F. Nephi Grigg Memorial Stadium 
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WICHITA AVIATORS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: Wichita had one of the busier off-seasons but, not necessarily one that is going to benefit the 

team as they lost several big names to free agents. Sure, the added compensation picks will be nice but after finishing 
with 79 wins this past season, there wasn’t enough of an improvement this season however the future is coming.  
2040 PROJECTION: 77 – 85 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 74 – 88 
 

 

Offseason Outlook: Wichita had a eventful off-season snatching not only 3 rule 5 guys, but 
also trading for starter Abe Colbert and signing catcher Shag Hopkins while managing to actually 

lose negative WAR with the loss of catcher Cisco Arrellano. 
 

Things to Know: 
1.) This will be Wichita’s 7th season in the BBA. Over the first 6 seasons, the club has managed 

to lose 46 million dollars and has never won more than 79 games. Wichita apparently feels its 
time to start winning as they traded a top prospect for Abe Colbert in Vegas. 
 

2.) “The Brain” Stu Hopkins had much success in Louisville from 2007 to 2035, appearing in the 
postseason 8 straight times and winning 2 Landis Trophies from 2028 to 2035 but has been 

unable to replicate that success so far in Wichita. 
 
Barometer Reading: 

Rising: SS Jim Gouzzie. I love this guy. Although his expectations have dropped a bit since he 
was drafted in 2038, Gouzzie still can handle the glove at shortstop and broke out with 36 home 

runs in 2040. Gouzzie should hit 40 this year, and his batting line should rebound to the .270’s 
again. 
 

Falling: SP Jesus Ramos. This guy is 36 and has to fall off at some 
point…right? He had a 3.80 ERA last season in Wichita and it’s likely he will 

dive back into the mid 4’s this season if not higher. 
 
Sleeper: CF Hector Garza. This club desperately need someone to take the 

reins in center field and prove themselves. Garza appeared in 66 games last 
season but underwhelmed with a horrible batting line and a WRC+ of just 51. 

The 22 year old should get another chance to prove himself again this year. 
 
Bold Prediction: Wichita winds up shedding payroll halfway through the season after a 

slow start. 
 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 80 – 82  

JOHNSON LEAGUE – FRONTIER DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Stu Hopkins BALLPARK: Thomas Magnum Field 
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SAN ANTONIO OUTLAWS 
 

 
2040 MEDIA GUIDE: Another team who was decent in 2039 but didn’t make a ton of changes in the off-season. But 

to make the playoffs in 2040, San Antonio should have probably tried to improve on their 80 wins last year and add a 
player or two.  
2040 PROJECTION: 83 – 79 
2040 FINAL RECORD: 63 – 99 
 

 

Offseason Outlook: San Antonio was not good last year. They made the 
playoffs in 2038, fell to 80 wins in 2039 and fell all the way down to 63 last 

season despite a payroll nearing 9 digits. It’s been a quiet offseason in 
Texas as the only player acquired other than a rule 5 pick, was CF Kamad. 

 
Things to Know: 

1.) Young catcher Octavio Moreno looked like a star at times behind the 
plate and that should have the fan base excited as the club had 4 different 
starting catchers in 5 years. Moreno is obviously under team control for 5 

more seasons. 
 

2.) The club moved on from 2B Angel De Castillo in August of last season getting very little in 
return other than Ernie Ramos who is not the answer offensively at the plate. At the time it was 
thought the team was saving long term until De Castillo decided to opt out of his contract after 

last season. 
 

3) The rotation is the strength of this squad with Rivera leading the way and Kondo, Alvarez, 
and Carpenter not far behind. What a scary 4 to face if San Antonio can find its way back to the 
postseason. 

 
Barometer Reading: 

Rising: 1B Tony Hernandez. He took a small step back in 2040 statistic wise but I expect a 
rebound this season and potentially some improved defense at first base. 
 

Falling: CF Kamade. He was a free agent signed after Nashville voided his team option for this 
year, and even though it is only a 2 year deal, with the second year being a team option for San 

Antonio, Kamade is unlikely to be completely serviceable in center field that entire time. He also 
had a drop off at the plate last season and is likely to continue that drop. 
 

Sleeper: 1B Larry Stinson. This guy is ready. He needs to play somewhere. It’s possible that 
Hernandez is excused to DH duties and Stinson plays first. Regardless Stinson is yet another 

young first baseman who looks ready to roll in the Johnson League. 
 
Bold Prediction: Larry Stinson leads the club in offense. 

 

2041 PROJECTION: 80 – 82  

JOHNSON LEAGUE – FRONTIER DIVISION 

GENERAL MANAGER: Mike Calvaruso BALLPARK: The Tap Room 
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59 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 LF Pedro Guzmán 20 CHI Left Left 45 80

2 1B Juan Mateo 21 GUA Left Right 70 80

3 RP Mitchell Purssell 21 IRL Right Right 75 80

4 2B Chua-kah Yang 21 CHN Right Right 40 80

5 RF Norihisa Yokoyama 20 JPN Right Right 60 80

6 RP António Castillo 20 SLV Left Left 35 75

7 RF Ramiro Hernández 20 CUB Right Right 45 75

8 CF Tommy Holman 20 USA Right Left 45 55

9 RP António Quiñonez 16 MEX Switch Right 20 55

10 LF Jesús Valenzuela 21 DOM Left Left 30 55

Phoenix Talons

58 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 RP Dwight Owens 20 USA Left Left 30 80

2 RP Fernando Rangel 20 USA Right Right 75 80

3 RF Sawyer Slizz 20 USA Left Left 50 80

4 RP Manuel Garza 22 PUR Left Left 45 75

5 SP Jorge Alfaro 21 ECU Right Right 45 65

6 SP Tokimasa Ihara 20 JPN Left Left 45 65

7 RF Pedro Mendoza 18 MEX Left Left 20 65

8 SP Quintiliano Rodeia 22 VEN Right Right 45 65

9 RP Patrick Whitlock 20 ARU Right Right 60 65

10 SS Imazighen Kibasila 21 UGA Right Right 45 60

Calgary Pioneers

55 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 1B Carlomaria Donadoni 20 ARG Right Right 55 80

2 SS Pepe Espinosa 20 GUA Right Right 60 80

3 RF Sebastian Fradesso 19 VEN Right Right 45 75

4 LF Pedro Huerta 20 USA Left Left 55 75

5 RF Robert Menzies 19 SCO Left Right 40 70

6 SP Emilio Brazini 20 USA Left Left 30 65

7 LF Júlio Uribe 19 PAN Right Right 40 55

8 CF Jerry Bell 22 USA Right Right 45 50

9 LF António Gonzáles 19 MEX Right Right 25 50

10 RP Alfonso Guzmán 22 DOM Right Right 45 50

Edmonton Jackrabbits

54 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 CL Jorge Maestas 19 CUB Right Right 80 80

2 SP Carlos Díaz 21 MEX Right Right 35 75

3 LF Ricardo Ruíz 22 VEN Right Right 60 75

4 C Pat Alexander 20 USA Right Right 30 70

5 1B Pepe Madrid 20 DOM Left Right 40 70

6 SP Robin Cooper 20 USA Left Left 35 65

7 LF Ismael Alfonzo 19 VEN Right Right 30 60

8 1B José Hernández 22 NCA Right Right 45 55

9 3B Dave Richards 20 USA Right Right 35 55

10 LF Jude Carter 19 PUR Left Right 35 50

Boise Spuds

50 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 SP Shinsaku Ine 19 JPN Right Right 45 70

2 3B Manny Collazo 19 USA Switch Right 35 65

3 RP Bob Glenn 22 USA Right Right 50 65

4 1B José Ayala 20 NCA Left Right 45 60

5 RF Jean-FrançoisHamon 21 FRA Left Left 40 60

6 SP A.J. Mahoney 20 CAN Left Left 30 60

7 LF Juan Rocha 20 DOM Right Right 45 60

8 SP Kusuma Djojohadiksumo22 PNG Right Right 45 55

9 LF Raúl Herrera 17 MEX Left Right 20 55

10 RF Fernando Archuleta 21 CHI Left Left 50 50

Mexico City Aztecs

49 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 1B Larry Stinson 19 PUR Left Left 65 80

2 3B Alfredo Rosas 20 DOM Right Right 50 75

3 LF Wayne Morris 20 USA Right Right 30 70

4 SP Ernie Allen 20 USA Left Left 20 55

5 RP Luis Pasillas 25 ARG Switch Right 35 55

6 RP Jorge Ayala 21 CRC Right Right 50 50

7 SP Juan Calderón 19 ARG Left Right 40 50

8 RP Yasunobu Daisen 21 JPN Right Right 45 50

9 RF Pedro Hernández 24 PAN Right Right 45 50

10 SP Chang-heui Kim 16 KOR Right Right 20 50

San Antonio Outlaws

44 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 RF Jim Ashford 19 CAN Left Left 35 60

2 C Geoff Combs 19 USA Right Right 25 60

3 SS Yen-nien Chaim 16 TPE Right Right 20 55

4 SP Johnny Hale 22 USA Left Right 45 55

5 RP Senzo Kobayashi 24 JPN Right Right 55 55

6 SS Meles Lisimba 20 LBR Right Right 45 55

7 RP Josh Malone 19 AUS Right Right 20 55

8 RP Joe O'Donnell 19 USA Switch Right 25 55

9 RP Fernando Bruno 19 USA Right Right 20 50

10 3B Kinfu Lugono 19 NAM Left Right 45 50

Las Vegas Hustlers

42 POS First Last Age NAT B T OVR POT

1 C John Todd 22 USA Right Right 50 65

2 RF Luis Ayala 20 PUR Left Left 30 55

3 LF Matt Chambers 20 USA Left Left 25 55

4 SP Kohuru Haukea 22 SAM Right Right 45 55

5 SP José Montoya 21 DOM Right Right 35 55

6 C Brian Best 20 USA Switch Right 30 50

7 1B Paul Cash 23 USA Right Right 25 50

8 SP Bartolo Deleón 19 VEN Switch Right 20 50

9 SP Jorge García 19 DOM Right Right 25 50

10 SP Ultse Roseboom 20 ARU Left Left 25 50

Wichita Aviators

The large number on the top left of each team is their "2041 

Recte Prospect Quotient". Very simple formula that adds the 

total sum of OVR +POT of all top 10 prospects and then 

divides it by 20. 
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UMEBA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2041 BANCROFT LEAGUE PREDICTIONS 

BUCHAREST IMPALERS    90 - 72 

JERUSALEM HEBREW HAMMERS   87 - 75 

BEIRUT CEDARS     86 - 76 

MUMBAI METRO STARS    71 - 91 

 

 
2040 SUMMARY 

If one looks at the 2040 Standings, the BANC has asserted itself as the stronger of the two leagues.  This 

was bad news for Beirut and Mumbai as they had the third and fourth best records in the league but was 

still found on the outside looking in for the playoffs.  For the 2041 season, these two teams will have to 

find a way to gain 10 to 15 games over Jerusalem or Bucharest if they want to punch a ticket to go to the 

post season.  

 

BATTING 

When it comes to batting, there was only one choice last year for the best hitting team and it was 

Jerusalem.  They out-slugged the rest of the league by 40+ homers, had the highest batting average and 

had the highest on-base percentage.  After the Hammers, the next best team in this category would be 

Mumbai.  The Impalers from Bucharest would then come in third and the Beirut Cedars a distant fourth.  

Although the Cedars edged Bucharest in average, they gave up quite a bit in the big lumber department 

hitting 54 less home runs than the Impalers.  The Cedars did wreak the most havoc on the basepaths with 

155 steals compared to the Impalers who was second with 133.  The Hammers were last in the stolen 

base stat line, but then again, when you are hitting round trippers how many bases do you need to steal? 

 

PITCHING 

Jerusalem seems to get the nod for the best pitching team as well although by not near as wide of a 

margin.  The Hammers led the BANC in ERA, strikeouts and shutouts.  Bucharest led the league in saves 

and issued the fewest walks so they get the nof for the second-best pitching staff according to the 2040 

stat line.  Overall, the Beirut stat line would suggest it has the third strongest pitching staff while 

Mumbai’s staff comes in at the 4th position. 
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DEFENSE 

Looking at the defenses in the BANC, the decided edge goes to Beirut.  Not only did the Cedars have the 

fewest errors but they also by far had the highest ZR rating. Will that extra defense be enough to handle 

the major offensive advantage of the Hammers?  The Jerusalem defense probably is the next best in the 

BANC, with Bucharest being third and Mumbai being a distant fourth. 

 

 
BUCHAREST IMPALERS 

GENERAL MANAGER: Jim Cox (3rd year)            

BALLPARK:  Ballpark of Bucharest 

2040 RECORD: 97 - 65 

 

SUMMARY 

The Impalers added a couple of new faces to their pitching staff in starter Xavier Perez 

and reliever Cisco Chavez.  Xavier should be one of Bucharest’s top three starters 

while Cisco should get some quality appearances coming out of the bullpen. 

 

The Bucharest starting rotation will likely be anchored by Mateus Rabisca and his 2.97 ERA last season.  

Tadamichi Yoshida also had an ERA under 4 and will likely be the #2 starter with newly acquired Xavier be 

slotted as #3.  Leon Ramirez will be looking to return to the starting rotation after being sidelined with an 

elbow injury last June.  Matt Hansen and Gonzalo Fajardo will be the front-runners for the fifth spot.  The 

bullpen showcases two closer worthy pitchers that racked up 22 saves apiece during the 2040 season in 

Roberto Muniz and Armando Rasquilha.  Relievers Rob Snyder and Pedro Aguilar are projected at this 

point to be the setup men while Roberto Muniz, Jorge Ortiz and Glenn Avery figure to provide quality 

appearance as they all have ERA’s under 4 and Muniz has an ERA under 3 last year. 

 

From the bats side of the dugout, there is not near as much power as some teams, but the Impalers do 

have two 20+ home run guys returning from last year in CF Roberto Lopez with 24 and C William Parker 

with 22.  The trio of DH Fernando Renteria, 2B Paul Warren and 3B Jeffrey Cunningham all had averages 

above .300 with Renteria leading the pack at a .342 clip.  Roberto also adds some speed to the basepaths 

to a tune of 52 swipes last season.  Rounding out the projected lineup at this point are RF Mike McCain 

(10HR’s, .279), LF Primio Anastcia, 1B Chris Klein (19 HR’s, .297) and SS Hector Flores (19 HR’s, .225).  

Other contributors are likely to include 3B Salvador Tovar (8 HR’s, .204) due to his glove although he does 

not have the average like Cunningham and Chet Gabriel (11 HR’s, .274). 

 

2041 PREDICTION: 90 - 72 

 

 
JERUSALEM HEBREW HAMMERS 

GENERAL MANAGER: Ben Heuring (1st year)            

BALLPARK:  The Holy Land 

2040 RECORD: 98 - 64 

 

SUMMARY 

The Hammers pounded their way through the 2040 season finishing with 98 wins 

and a United Cup championship.  Jerusalem did not lose anyone from last year’s 

squad so they are expected to be a force again in 2041.  Jerusalem led the UMEBA 

in home runs, batting average, strikeouts, ERA and shutouts just to name a few.  They will be led by 

newly-appointed GM, Ben Heuring, but he has plenty of tools at his disposal. 
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At this point in time, there have been no major additions to the Hammers’ squad for 2041.  The starting 

rotation has a hefty 1-2 punch with Astika Ramadhim and Hector Barajas.  Aldo Hes getting moved from 

the bullpen to the starting rotation during the 2040 season proved to be quite fruitful as well.  All three of 

those pitchers posted an ERA below 4.0 last season.  Rounding out the rotation should probably be Ivan 

Flores and Robin Cooke unless Ben has any aces up his sleeve.  The bullpen last year utilized a closer by 

committee approach with Brian Soper picking up 14 of the saves while Ramon Vasquez and Dean Oulton 

picking up 9 saves apiece.  Along with those three, David Cuellar posted a 1.64 ERA in the pen and Billy 

Stuble also posted a sub 4 ERA.  Simon Bamber and Wu-han Liu were used a lot in long relief with ERA’s 

of 3.78 and 2.08 respectively.  If they were in almost any other bullpen, they would be vying for a setup 

job. 

 

At the plate, the Hammers look no less impressive with a line-up that boasts seven players that belted out 

25+ home runs last season.  Leading the Septet of Swat were LF David Hall and RF Flynn Johnson who hit 

45 and 42 homers respectively.  Also carrying some serious timber are 1B Leonardo Martinez, 3B Youp 

Lenoir, LF Terrence Mack, C Antonio Robles and DH Jose Ramirez.  Fun fact (for Hammer fans anyway) is 

that Terrence Mack did his 31 homers worth of damage in only 350 AB’s.  Patrolling centerfield on defense 

with a lot of range is Jin-Guo Long who also had a .390 on-base percentage last season.  Jose Munoz has 

adequate range at SS with a .269 batting average as well as 2B Juan Carlos Ortiz who may be the only 

below average offensive piece to the Hammer puzzle hitting below the Mendoza line at .199. 

 

By the records of Jerusalem’s minor league affiliates, it looks like the Hammers will prevent the need for 

any near-term rebuilding of the team, just reloading. 

 

2041 PREDICTION: 87 – 75 

 
 
BEIRUT CEDARS 

GENERAL MANAGER: Gregg Greathouse (3rd year)            

BALLPARK:  Ballpark of Beirut 

2040 RECORD: 84 - 78 

 

SUMMARY 

The Cedars managed to keep everyone from last year’s squad through 5 arbitrations 

and then chasing back down starting pitcher Abel Gibson, closer Corbin Torres and 

setup man Julio Lopez who decided to test the free agent market. The Cedars’ 

players going to arbitration included Martin Cooper and Chester Owens.  The most aggressive Cedar 

acquisition was for third baseman Antonio Baca.  The Cedars faithful is hoping that the gold glove 

candidate can add some offensive punch to the tune of a .300/30 HR season.  Also among the free agents 

signed were Kenneth Bailey, Francisco Luna and Gilg Winkel to help add depth to the pitching staff. 

 

The Cedar starting rotation looks to consist of R.J. Hughes in the #1 slot with his 16 wins in 218 innings 

from last season.  Francisco Ruiz (3.55 ERA), Henning Veenman (13-9 last year) and newly re-signed Abel 

Gibson will fill out the #2, #3 and #4 slots.  Manny Lopez will most likely be in the #5 slot although he 

may get some competition from Gilg Winkel who was signed this off-season.  The bullpen has plenty of 

candidates to choose from and will allow for some flexibility depending on how the various individual 

performances go.  At this point, Corbin Torres will retain the closer duties as he had 30 saves last year in 

39 opportunities.  In front of Torres is a trio of setup men with ERA’s of 3.10 or less last year.  Juan Lopez 

(ERA of 1.17), John Jefferson (2.98) and Julio Lopez (3.10) are expected to provide some soiid support 

once the game gets into the seventh inning.  Three other members of the bullpen with and ERA under 4 

include Andres Icaza (2.54), Estevan Gil (2.57) and Jose Carrillo (3.71) round out the bullpen along with 

workhorse Felipe Jimenez (4.66 ERA over 100.1 innings).  The addition of Kenneth Bailey and Francisco 

Luna should add some additional depth to the bullpen as well as Pablo Morales (4.28 ERA for Beirut last 

season).  Starting pitcher Van Willard will most likely miss the entire 2041 season with an elbow injury. 
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On the offensive side of the ledger, there is not a lot of power and there is not a lot of average for the 

Cedars.  CF Maximo Quezada was the lone bat that went 20+ HR’s last season with 30.  There were only 

two regulars who hit over .300 DH Pierre Cordona with .330 and 2B Chester Owens with .304.  One has to 

go all the way down to SS Martin Cooper’s average of .279 to find the next regular in the lineup.  What 

the Cedar’s lack in offense they make up partially by having the best fielding team in the league with 5 

gold gloves and 4 gold glove runner-ups on their roster.  The Cedar front office saw the need and signed 

Antonio Baca as previously mentioned to hopefully boost the offensive output from the 3B position and 

hopefully those around him.  The line-up at this point is projected tostart with RF Carlos Torres who only 

hit .236 but had 45 steals on the basepaths.  Pierre Cordona is being moved from DH to LF and will be 

near the top of the lineup as well as Chester Owens.  CF Maximo Queszada 30 HR’s, .299), 3B Antonio 

Baca and 1B Olivier Ruiz (18 HR’s, .232) will make up the middle of the lineup.  Rounding out the lineup 

will be C Fernando Ortiz (9 HR’s, .253) and SS Martin Cooper (.279, 32 SB’s).  Other contributors figure to 

be CF Marcos Lambaria (3 HR’s, .212), LF David Brunskill (8 HR’s, .257), 1B/3B David Bane (5 HR’s, .291) 

and C Yasutoki Yoshida (11 HR’s, .282 and a 26.6% CS gunning down aopposing runners). 

 

2041 PREDICTION: 86 – 76 

 
 
MUMBAI METRO STARS 

GENERAL MANAGER: Geoff Webb (3rd year)            

BALLPARK:  Ballpark of Mumbai 

2040 RECORD: 84 - 78 

 

SUMMARY 

The Metro Stars bolstered their rotation by adding southpaw, Pepe Castillo, who 

projects to be the only lefty in the Stars’ rotation.  Pepe could project to be as high 

as the #3 starter in the rotation. 

 

The Mumbai rotation at this point seems to have Reese Rayner, Salvador Gonzales and Roman Hernandez 

as their top three starters with Gonsales and Hernandez both having ERA’s below 4 last year.  Tim Oliver, 

Motoichi Fujita and Aurelio Fernandez figure to compete for the #4 and #5 slots in the rotation.  If the 

stars can get the game into the 9th inning, they are definitely in good hands with southpaw closer Mike 

Manning as he notched 41 save last year while compiling a 2.23 ERA.  The setup duties should be capably 

handled by Leonardo Gomez (2.79 ERA) and Stanford Chase (4.02 ERA).  The Stars fans should also 

expect some bonafide support with Kevin Hicken (2.89 ERA) and Hsin pei Guo (2.47 ERA) in the pen as 

well.  Irving Espinoza logged in a lot of work appearing in 72 games and pitching 92 innings with a 5.28 

ERA. 

 

The Stars have three players that hit 25+ home runs last year with RF Robert Gowron carrying the 

heaviest lumber (47 HR’s and 125 RBI’s).  CF Michael MacCrain also contributed 27 HR’s while hitting .311 

and C Honoria Queixada had 25 round trippers.  The Stars have a trio of bandits on the basepaths in 2B 

Michael McCarthy (32 steals), LF Jose Olivarez (32) and MacCrain (27).  Rounding out the lineup will likely 

include DH Santiago Lopez (13HR’s, .286), 3B Toshio Taguchi (17 HR’s, .308), 1B Steve Kennedy (11 

HR’s, .269), and SS Robert Fronterio (10HR’s, .286).  Adam Johnson may also be in the mix with his 

excellent range at SS but will need to improve on his contact rating as he hit for .122 in limited duty last 

season.  Other contributors should include C Jose Romero (12 HR’s, .273) and RF Jack Bullock (4 HR’s, 

.261). 

 

2041 PREDICTION: 71 – 91 
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2041 BURT LEAGUE PREDICTIONS 

ISTABUL BOSPHORUS    87 - 75 

CAIRO CHARIOT ARCHERS BC  83 - 79 

MANAMA PEARLS    75 - 87 

BAGHDAD KINGS    71 - 91 

 
2040 SUMMARY 

Meanwhile, in the BURT, three of the teams remained in the hunt for playoff contention down to the last 

week of the season with Cairo eventually coming out on top over Manama and Istanbul.  Baghdad lurked 

around in the distance but in the end did not have enough in the tank to stick around at the end for one of 

the wild card slots.  The good news is that with some minor adjustments in the offseason for the 2041 

campaign, any of these teams could position themselves into a post season slot.  The bad news is that 

climbing the hill to get to the top of the BURT is one thing, climbing the mountain to catch up with 

Jerusalem and Bucharest could prove daunting. 

 

BATTING 

The Manama Pearls led the BURT league in batting average and homers with the Archers from Cairo being 

a close second in each of those categories.  Looking at all the stats, the Pearls and Archers seem to be in 

a dead heat with the slightest of edges going to Manama for the top spot in the batteing categories.  The 

stolen base leader was the Istanbul Bosphorus (who also slightly had the best on-base percentage) which 

had the third best batting stat line in 2040.  The Baghdad Kings finished last in the offensive side of the 

game and was the only team in the UMEBA not to register 100 homers. 

 

PITCHING 

All in all, the performances of the BURT pitching staffs were pretty equal during the 2040 season.  The 

pitching staff for the Manama Pearls had the lowest ERA and most strikeouts so they probably get the nod 

for the best pitching staff in the BURT.  Baghdad’s staff slightly nudges ahead of Istanbul for second with 

the second lowest ERA and fewest walks issued while Istanbul had the second most strikeouts and second 

lowest opponent batting average.  Cairo recorded the most shutouts but had the highest ERA overall for 

the season. 

 

DEFENSE 

Baghdad had the defensive players that covered the most ground by and large although they were not as 

sure-handed as Manama and Cairo.  Cairo had the fewest errors over the course of the season.  The 

Manama defense was just pretty much on the same level as Cairo’s as they covered a little more ground 

than Cairo’s defense but committed 16 more errors.  Istanbul had the most trouble on the defensive side 

of the stat line having both the most errors and the least ground covered. 
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ISTANBUL BOSPHORUS 

GENERAL MANAGER: Vacant            

BALLPARK:  Istanbul Grounds 

2040 RECORD: 71 - 91 

 

SUMMARY 

Istanbul lost their leading home run hitter to retirement in Luis Miguel Carrillo.  GM 

Jeffrey Everroad caught a midnight uber in a covert operation a la the 

Irsays/Baltimore the night before spring training began.  Prior to his leaving, the GM has left the 

Bosphorus in much better shape than he found it.  The Istanbul front office was the most active while 

signing 9 different people to UMEBA level contracts.  Topping this group of new faces are LF John Garcia 

and starting pitcher Brendon Carr   Garcia is expected to provide the lineup with much needed pop while 

Carr figures to fit into the rotation as a number 2 or number 3 starter. Ismael Rivera and Claudio 

Escobedo may figure into the starting rotation mix as lefties.  The Bosphorus faithful is hoping that 

Rodrigo Lugo, Charlie Simmons and Jose Espinoza will bolster the bullpen in 2041.  Newly acquired 

shortstops Jose Lopez and Moromao Hirose will compete for the middle infield slots.  Catcher Anibal Garcia 

rounds out the people arriving to Istanbul this season. 

 

The Istanbul rotation will most likely include the newly acquired southpaw Ismael Rivera, Lugo and Carr.   

Of the pitchers returning from last year’s staff, Bernardino Bertoletti (14 wins and 203 innings), Francis 

Wiles (2.41 ERA in 7 starts), Vladimir Reichel (10 wins and 188 innings) also had successful stints as 

starters last season.  Others vying for a spot in the rotation are Anastasio who missed the last month of 

the 2040 season with an oblique strain, Claudio Escobedo and Kunz Schuck.  The bullpen will be led by 

closer Bras Gesteiras who had 37 saves with an ERA of 4.15.  The setup responsibilities will probably fall 

to lefty Jose Espinoza and Cisco Garcia.  Rounding out the bullpen are Pancho Torres (3.94 ERA over 125 

innings), Francisco Cardona (4.44 ERA with 105 innings), Bert Hackworth (5.37 ERA in 120 innings) and 

George O’Connor (6.23 ERA). 

 

The Bosphorus will include two 25+ home run players in 1B Patrick Lue (30 HR’s) and 3B Kazuo 

Yamamoto (28).  Although the team did not have any hitters over .300 last year, Istanbul did have two 

demons on the basepaths between CF Hector Correa (51 SB’s) and LF Hyung-on Ch’oe (42).    The 

opening lineup is projected to include LF Hyung-on (12HR’s, .249) leading off followed by 2B Juan 

Rodriguez (8 HR’s, .191), RF Arthur Norris (19 HR;s, .243) and DH Patrick Lue (30 HR’s, .248) at the top 

of the lineup.  Rounding out the lineup will include CF Hector Correa (11 HR’s, .249, 51 SB’s), 3B Kazno 

Yamamoto (28 HR’s, .235), 1B Alonzo Alba (.269).  The newly acquired John Garcia will likely be placed 

into the DH or LF spot after GM Jeffrey Everroad juggles around the returning players from last year.  

Rookies CF Devin Lee, C Octavio Valenzuela (20 HR’s in AA), and SS Jose Lopez also may be vying for 

playing time in 2041.  Others that may contribute are SS Shu-yaan Goei (12 SB’s, .207) and 2B Juan Rios 

(3 HR’s, .256). 

 

2041 PREDICTION: 87 – 75 

 
 

CAIRO CHARIOT ARCHERS BC 

GENERAL MANAGER: Nigel Laverick (3rd year – this time around)            

BALLPARK:  Seventh Wonder Ball Park 

2040 RECORD: 75 - 87 

 

SUMMARY 

The Archers added a key acquisition in CF Paul Castrejon. Paul has excellent range 

in both LF and RF while projecting to have a .300+ batting average. 
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The Cairo starting rotation at this point is slated to have Tony Caraballo as its ace with an ERA of 3.94 

from last year’s season.  Francisco Quintana (4.48 ERA) and Roberto Gomez (5.51) may have the inside 

track on the two of the spots between the #2 and #4 starters.  It is yet to be seen if the Archers will use 

Santiago Rivera as a starter with his 2.59 ERA last season.  If so, he will likely be in the #2 slot.  Jesus 

Lopez (5.87 ERA) and Gonzalo Delgado (5.39) are likely to compete for the #5 spot.  The bullpen situation 

for the Archers may have a few questions left with Troy Downey out the first portion of the year due to a 

torn UCL.  The closer responsibilities will most likely go to Caleb Benavides who had 20 saves and a 3.21 

last season.  Setup duties will likely be handled by Jorge Barron (3.09 ERA) and southpaw Bjorn de Rooij 

(4.24).  Do not be surprised if Jorge gets a look at some appearances as closer at some point during the 

season.  The Archer faithful should also expect quality appearances from Jose Bruno (3.07 ERA).  Other 

arms in the bullpen should include Francisco Quintana (4.48 over 152 innings), Hector Galle (5.24 in 91 

innings), Jesus Lopez (5.87 in 110 innings), Adam Coughlan (7.29 ERA in 117 innings) and Gonzalo 

Delgado (5.39 with 143 innings logged). 

 

At the plate, the Archers have their share of heavy lumber at the plate with four hitters launching 25+ 

HR’s in 2040.  Those supplying that lumber include 1B Mauro Garcia (37 HR’s), RF Aubrey Anderson (29), 

LF Nathan Naylor (28) and LF Elijah Curry (25 HR’s along with a .315 batting average).  Elijah was the 

only Cairo regular that hit over .300 last season.  The projected lineup at this point seems to be SS Piero 

Ricelmi (5 HR’s, .236), C Bungay Martin (11 HR’s, .267), LF Elijah Curry and 1B Mauro Garcia at the top of 

the lineup.  Rounding out the line-up car will be RF Aubrey Anderson, newly acquired CF Paul Castrejon, 

DH Barney Everhart (19 HR’s, .281), 2B Felipe Sanchez (2 HR’s, .243 in 74 AB’s) and 3B Felix Torres (11 

HR’s, .277 in AAA but had an impressive post-season average last year).  It will be interesting to see 

where GM Nigel Laverick fits Nathan Naylor and his 28 HR’s into the lineup.  Other contributors are likely 

to include Christian Baudouin (15 SB’s, .197), Felix Arrojo (17 HR’s, .270), Miguel Gil (15 SB’s, .260) and 

Bob Hernandez (.236). 

 

2041 PREDICTION: 83 - 79 

 
 

MANAMA PEARLS 

GENERAL MANAGER: Dillon Lowery (2nd year)            

BALLPARK:  Manama Fields 

2040 RECORD: 77 - 85 

 

SUMMARY 

The Pearls signed a trio of starters this past off-season with Raul Alberto, Kee Chew 

and Tullio Brunelleschi.  Look for one of those three to vie for the number 5 spot in 

the rotation with Kee Chew being the front runner for that slot. 

 

The Manama rotation will have a hefty 1-2 punch at the top of their rotation with Ruben Nunez and lefty 

Juan Pagan.  Both itcher had an ERA below 4 with Ruben at 3.79 and Juan at 3.68.  Feheen Silvester 

(4.15 ERA) and Bill Brock (4.44) will likely take the #3 and #4 spots.  Angel Guerrero (5.27) will be 

competing with the three new signees in the off-season for the #5 slot.  The Pearl bullpen will be led by 

closer Alistair Grieves who registered 34 saves while whittling his ERA down to 3.08.  The Pearl setup 

duties will be handled by Jose Rodriguez (2.56 ERA) and Rafael Morales (5.40 ERA in only 3 innings during 

2040).  Rounding out the bullpen will be Juan Romo (1.35 ERA), Max Born (4.18 ERA in 75 innings), Yu 

Niu (4.68 ERA) and Julio Garcia (9.00 ERA). 

 

The Manama lineup includes three 20+ home run hitters in Jose Roman (33 HR’s), Laurent Fernandez (24) 

and Damien Mayne (21).  The Pearls also have a couple of consistent bats in the lineup with 1B Alejandro 

Guterriez (.350 average) and 2B Divino Pedrulho (.307).  Rounding out the lineup are SS Harvey Specter 

(2 HR’s, .260), DH Sandro Trujillo (14 HRs, .224), CF Armando Ojito (10 HR’s, .242) and C Colby 
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Stephens (3 HR’s, .281).  Other contributors are projected to be C Jeff Melton (19 HR, .243), 2B Grigory 

Vojinsky (5 HR’S, .253) and 3B Reiveino Teive (4 HR’s, .184). 

 

2041 PREDICTION: 75 - 87 

 

 

BAGHDAD KINGS 

GENERAL MANAGER: Jouve Crawford (1st year)            

BALLPARK:  Ballpark of Baghdad 

2040 RECORD: 62 - 100 

 

SUMMARY 

There is a new sheriff in town for the Baghdad franchise and his name is Jouve 

Crawford.  The new GM wasted little time in figuring out how to issue the big 

checks by signing 1B Raul Hernandez and starting pitcher Mei-shan Ngui.  

Although Raul may be a defensive liability if he ever has to play at first base, but he possesses the bat to 

hit 30+ homers for the Kings.  Look for Raul to play at DH while Jack Hankey handles the first base duties 

if Raul’s glove doesn’t meet Jouve’s expectations.  Mei-shan easily projects to be one of the Kings’ top two 

starters with his 100 MPH fastball and 6 control rating. 

 

The Baghdad rotation will most likely led by Ramon Suarez (3.04 ERA while logging 225 innings in 2040) 

followed by the newly acquired Mei-shan Ngui.  Francisco Flores (4.50 ERA in 190 innings) and Lucas 

Meech (4.41 ERA in 175 innings) will likely occupy the #3 and #4 spots.  Gurmu Icharia (4.87 ERA) and 

Jon Byrd (5.55) are the front runners to compete for the #5 starting position.  Nicholas VanKrimpen will 

also be returning from his torn UCL injury that sidelined him since last April.  The bullpen consists of two 

pitchers that logged double digit saves.  Henry Waddell (14 saves, 6.56 ERA) and Ruben Frias (16 saves, 

3.78 ERA) will divide the closer and setup duties between them.  Randy Oliver is also expected to provide 

quality relief appearances with his 3.39 ERA from last year.  Other members of the bullpen are expected 

to be Stanley Meyer (4.76 ERA), Malcolm Rogers (5.38) and Lorenzo Bueno (5.69). 

 

The bats for the Kings need quite a bit of work in the lumber department has their leading home run 

threat finished the year with only 14 home runs courtesy of C Vic Trillo.  There were only two other 

players with double digit homers and those were 3B Rick Terry with 11 and LF Aymeric Barajas with 10.  

Things do not look a whole lot more promising in the batting average department as the was not any 

regular player in the Kings’ lineup that hit over .300 last season.  The Kings fans are hoping that the 

newly acquired 1B Raul Hernandes will be a huge step in providing a remedy to their offensive ailments.  

1B Ricardo Navarro may have also stated his case to have another look by hitting .370 in only 27 AB’s last 

season but there may not be a spot after Hernandez and Jack Hankey who is the incumbent at DH hitting 

.295 last year.  The Kings lineup is projected to include utility infielder Jeffrey Verkade (6HR’s, .228), LF 

Aymeric Barajas (10 HR’s, .275), DH Jack Hankey (8 HR’s, .295) and 1B Raul Hernandez at the top of the 

lineup.  The lineup will be rounded out with C Vic Trillo (14 HR’s, .209), RF Vincent Bonin (9 HR’s, .241), 

3B Rick Terry (11HR’s .266), 2B Gilbert Hansen (14 SB’s, .280), CF Sheldon Cooper (27 SB’s, .208) and 

SS Alfredo Garcia (15 SB’s’s, .179).  Other potential contributors may include C Gonzalo Perez (9 HR’s, 

.264) and 3B Jim Green (6 HR’s, .212). 

 

The cupboard may be pretty bare in the minors for the Kings’ organization as well.  Needless to say, that 

new GM has a chance to become a legend if he can turn this franchise around in the next few years. 

 

2041 PREDICTION: 71 – 91 
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2041 Milestones Watch: 

 
 

500 Home Runs: 
Jared Gillstrom 493 
Carlton Winson 481 
Emilio Morales 461 

 

400 Home Runs: 
Lucas McNeill 399 
Mark Simpson 367 

 

3000 Hits: 
Steve Dempsey 2826 

 

ALL-TIME SB RECORD 
(Zebediah Williams 1185): 

Mons Raider 1131 
 

5000 Total Bases: 
Jared Gillstrom 4970 

 

200 Wins: 
Luis Gracia 184 

Egbert Behner 181 
 

300 Saves: 
Fernando Marquez 298 

Timofei Bakitski 290 
Peter Grady 278 
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Ten Rookie Batters to Watch- 2041 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone knows our beloved Commissioner and GM of the Nashville 

Bluebirds (someday that will sound right, I suppose), Matt Rectenwald, 

has a passion for prospects. 

 

With his track record, it seems he’s got a knack for picking them, too. 

Let’s follow along as he takes a spin through the guys he figures will be 

making impactful debuts in 2041—complete with rookie cards sure to be 

worth a fortune someday! 
 

While pitching might well be 90% of the game, Matt starts with the other 

50% before finishing up on the mound 
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THE HITTERS 
 

 

 
 

1. Larry Stinson, 1B, SA 
San Antonio is a franchise whose fans are desperate for good news. Stinson is definitely that. Not 

only is he the bopper the Outlaws can build their lineup around, he's also a defensive upgrade at 

first base from Tony Hernandez, who should slide into the DH role. 

 

 
 

2. Antonio Martinez, RF, ATC 
Left in Triple-A all of 2040, Martinez hit 36 doubles, 33 home runs, drove in 91 runs, scored 96, 

and posted an absurd slash line of .340/.400/.665/1.065. They can't hold him down again, can 

they?  
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3. Manobu Shimizu, RF, MAD 
Let's continue with the L-Arch comps. Shimizu is L'Arch with far better defense. There's 

absolutely no legitimate reason he isn't in the Wolves lineup this year.  

 

 
4. Roelof Klooster, C, NO 
The Crawdads have young Pedro Gomez on the big league squad already, but Klooster is the 

superior prospect. It's usually not the New Orleans way to jump a guy from AA to the bigs, but 

it's also not their way to repeat levels for no clear reason as he did in 2040. 
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5a. Eduardo Gonzalez, 3B, MTL 

The Blazers infield is about to get a lot better. It starts with Gonzalez. The power 

isn't quite developed yet, but the hit tool is as good as you could want from a 

righty. He plays an acceptable third base. 
 

 
5b. Lineu Aldo, 2B, MTL 

Here's the other half of the Blazers rookie infield upgrade. Aldo is plug and play. 

He's got an awesome hit tool with gap power and even some long ball power. 

Decent defense at second base, also. Don't look for him to take many walks or steal 

many bases, despite his 80 speed. 
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7. Rex Foster, LF, YS9 

This guy looks like L'Arch-Lite with more power. The Nine simply need to clear a 

spot for him, which I'm sure they'll do before too long. 
 

 
8. Theo Bourges, CF, LOU 
Louisville just made the Landis Memorial Series. Two years ago, they had possibly the best two 

rookie outfielders on one team in the history of the BBA: Semei Kwakou and Ronnie Hubbard. 

A third rookie outfielder that season was Jose Valera. Last year Valera hit 24 homers, driving in 

62 runs with a .882 OPS and 3 WAR (following a 2 WAR rookie year). Valera may be out of a 

job this year because once Bourges is ready, even a nice player like Valera won't be able to hold 

him out of the lineup. A Kwakou/Hubbard/Bourges outfield could quite simply be one of the best 

trios in BBA history. No pressure. 
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9. Juan Donestevez, RF, NO 
New Orleans is always good, yet they are always coming up with stud prospects every year. No, 

Jim doesn't have any dirt on the Commish. He's simply the master of balancing great teams with 

a great system. Donestevez could be his next great outfielder, like now. There's no spot for him. 

Let that sink in for a moment. 

 

 
10. Juan Mateo, 1B, PHX 

This kid laid AA pitchers to waste, then in AAA was even better. How do you follow up a 

season like that? Completely dominate the FPL, that's how. Moreland and Ortiz aren't getting 

any younger but for now are blocking Mateo's path. With a franchise like Phoenix that famously 

doesn't care all that much about defense, it's puzzling why Mateo hasn't gotten any play in left.  
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THE PITCHERS 
 

 
1. Alaric Wullenweber, SP, HAW 
Hawaii is about to be really good, in case you haven't been paying attention. They have Zak 

Johnson already, and now will add Wullenweber. He could be better than Johnson. Not bad for a 

2nd round pick (41st overall). We should all have the good fortune to be blessed with a bumping 

top of the rotation starter. Unfortunately for the rest of the BBA, it's just Hawaii. 

 

 
2. Jim Wilkinson, SP, HAW 
Did I mention the Tropics were about to be really good? So it's Johnson plus Wullenweber plus 

Wilkinson. That looks like three aces to me. In this scenario Stephen Taub is the fourth starter. 

Wowza! Wilkinson is all kinds of filthy with four top-line pitches in his arsenal. 
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3. Al Barton, SP, SFV 
San Fernando badly needs starting pitching, and luckily for them Barton has been ready since 

last season. Looks like their #3 starter as of this writing. 

 

 
4. Cristian Garcia, SP, NO 
Here we go again with New Orleans. They have a rotation spot open, and Garcia is ready for 

one. His control should finish developing at the big league level. Four awesome pitches.  
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5. Tomas Ramirez, SP, YS9 

The Nine could really use another good young starter....said no one but Ron ever. 14-2, 2.68 

ERA and 0.95 WHIP with 144 K's at AAA last year. He's ready.  

 

 
6. Quintiliano Rodeia, SP, CLG 

Features a splitter, sinker and curveball. Only the splitter is not quite developed. Has the stamina 

of a plow horse. Seems like the type of pitcher the Pioneers could start in the pen and then move 

to the rotation later.  
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7. Luis Espinosa, SP, BRK 
Just when you think we might get through ten pitching prospects without finding a stuck 

changeup, we come across one. Brooklyn doesn't use their pitchers in traditional ways and 

Espinosa may or may not be a starter when fully developed, so it makes sense for the Robins to 

put Espinosa in the pen, if only for now.  

 

 
8. Jorge Maestes, SP, BOI 
Another stuck changeup but a completely different story. If Maestes could develop that pitch, he 

could be one of the better starters in the BBA. If not, he'll be more like Julio Velasco. Either 

way, the Spuds fans should be ready for "Fury" this year. 
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9. Robin Cooper, SP, BOI 

Cooper is a bit of an oddball pitcher, and therefore somewhat difficult to evaluate. He's a lefty 

and although he throws hard enough, he doesn't have a traditional fastball or splitter. He does 

throw five pitches. The sinker is currently his best pitch , although the slider projects to be 

slightly better. He also throws an above average forkball, an average curveball, and a below 

average changeup (though fully developed at 4). "Coop" is 6'1" but only 165 pounds, but has 

elite endurance. His intangibles are completely off the charts. He's only pitched seven games 

above the Class A level. Why is he listed here? Because I think he's good enough to bolster the 

Boise bullpen right now, and I also believe strongly that a pitcher like this should be brought to 

the big leagues the old-fashioned way: reliever first, then starter. We'll see if Joe sees it my way. 
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10. Timo Dooley, SP, OMA 
Maybe Dooley isn't as BBA-ready of some of the other names on this list. He's much like Rodeia 

with the same three pitch arsenal of splitter, curveball and sinker. Those type of pitchers often 

develop a bit late and do so at the BBA level. I'd put him in the big league pen to start and let 

him finish his development there, and watch him grow into a rotation role at some point during 

the season. 
 

 

 
.  
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All-Decade Team 
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In a decade in which the Brewster Baseball Association continued to grow, expanding 

twice to its current thirty-two teams, several players stood out, nothing for their marks on 

the decade, but as future Hall of Fame cases. Let’s take a look at the hitters and pitchers 

that comprised on the All-Decade Team (2031-2040), as well as some honorable, if not 

notable, mentions. 

 
N/A designates stat was not ranked in the top 50 for ’31-‘40 

 

CATCHER WAR OPS wRC AWARDS 
Cisco Arreola 43.6 .872 857 1 x Silk, 5 x Puckett 

Hank Brewer 38.8 N/A N/A 4 x Zimmer 

Hsin Mei 36.7 .870 .762 1 x Zimmer 

 

Arreola was the premier hitting catcher, as evidence to being named the top hitter at his league’s 

position for half of the decade. While not nearly the defensive standout as Brewer, or even Mei, Arreola 

held his own and was impressive enough to be named the top overall hitter in the Frick League in 2034. 

 

 

FIRST BASE WAR OPS wRC AWARDS 
Lucas McNeill 51.8 .920 1211 2 x Silk, 3 x Puckett, 3 x Zimmer 

Mark Simpson 52.6 .905 1211 1 x Puckett, 2 x Zimmer 

Tai hoi Wie 40.2 .929 1131 3 x Puckett 

 

Simpson has a case as best first baseman of the decade, considering Lucas did play three hundred games 

at second base and Simpson out-WARed McNeill, however the weight of a Sawyer Silk Award is heavy 

and McNeill scored two of them during the time period. Wie, who didn’t debut until 2032 and put up 

nearly -2.0 WAR his rookie season, has been one of league best offensive forces in the last eight 

seasons, out-OPSing even McNeill and winning just as many Puckett Awards at the position. 

 

 

SECOND BASE WAR OPS wRC AWARDS 
Jared Gillstrom 66.4 .951 1218 3 x Silk, 5 x Puckett 

Mons Raider 42.1 N/A 965 1 x Puckett 

 

During the decade, Gillstrom played 700 games at second to 500 games at shortstop but regardless of 

position, Gillstrom was the Brewster’s best player over the past ten seasons. Leading all hitters in WAR 

(nearly 10 more than second-best David Noboru) while filling his trophy case at home, Gillstrom 

dominated the position.  

 

 

 

 

 



2041 BREWSTER BASEBALL ASSOCIATION MEDIA GUIDE – PAGE 79 

SHORTSTOP WAR OPS wRC AWARDS 
Mark Wareham 45.2 N/A 945 5 x Puckett, 1 x Zimmer 

Angel De Castillo 38.5 N/A 1007 3 x Puckett 

 

In a position not known for offensive prowess, Wareham was always a contender come awards season. 

When you’re voted the best at your position five times out of a possible ten, you’re doing something 

right. In any other decade, “Dynamite” De Castillo was a force of his own but his accolades fell just 

short of Wareham’s. It should be noted in a thin position, Reece Wareham, a traditional glove-first 

shortstop, put up over 30 WAR during the decade and earned two Puckett Awards himself. 

 

 

THIRD BASE WAR OPS wRC AWARDS 
David Noboru 56.6 .905 1115 2 x Silk, 4 x Puckett 

Carlton Winson 55.6 .952 1110 2 x Silk, 3 x Puckett 

Emilio Morales 45.7 .901 975 6 x Puckett 

 

Easily the most impressive position of players, you could hand the All-Decade honor to any one of 

Noboru, Winson or Morales. The trio seemingly traded off winning Puckett Awards, amassing 13 of the 

possible 20 handed out during the decade. Morales, despite 10 WAR behind the top two sluggers, didn’t 

come into his own until 2034 and has now lead the entire Brewster in homeruns for six straight seasons. 

 

 

LEFT FIELD WAR OPS wRC AWARDS 
Alfredo Martinez 39.9 .948 930 3 x Puckett 

Lorenzo Palacios 32.3 .974 792 5 x Puckett 

Juan Karyabwite 37.7 N/A 896 2 x Puckett, 4 x Zimmer 

Alfredo Salazar 36.0 .893 969 3 x Puckett 

 

Left field is as just as tough a race to call as third base was, although with no nearly the same impressive 

stats. Martinez oh-so-narrowly edges out Palacios considering Palacios only played in six full seasons 

during the decade. Cursed by the arbitrary cut-off gods, Palacios’ .974 OPS led all Brewster hitters 

during the time. Salazar will go down as an all-time great but injuries, platooning and playing some DH 

kept him out of true contention for the honor. 

 

 

CENTER FIELD WAR OPS wRC AWARDS 
Juan Sweetworld 34.6 N/A N/A 2 x Puckett, 1 x Zimmer 

Mario Soriano 25.4 N/A N/A 2 x Puckett 

Dennis French 25.4 N/A N/A 1 x Silk, 3 x Puckett 

 

Like shortstop, the center field position has been traditionally filled by defensive-minded players, 

however the transition to complete five-tool center fielders is present in today’s Brewster. Alas, the past 

decade was headlined by a defensive standout, Sweetworld. French, who only played in four seasons, 

led the Brewster in WAR twice and will likely be the position’s selection for the next All-Decade team. 
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RIGHT FIELD WAR OPS wRC AWARDS 
Carlos Gonzales 42.6 .902 1142 1 x Silk, 3 x Puckett 

Luis Maldonado 31.3 .894 763 1 x Silk, 2 x Puckett 

 

CarGo was impressive an outfielder during the decade as anyone but has started to slow down the last 

two seasons, showing his age (36). The Brewster currently touts more than a handful of outstanding 

corner outfielders – Maldonado being one of them – and promises to be exceptional in the next decade. 

 

 

NOTABLES 
Etienne LaFitte (35.1 WAR, .906 OPS, one Puckett) and Mario Guerrer (30.0 WAR, .942 OPS, two 

Pucketts) were mostly used as designated hitters, but their accomplishments at the plate are still were 

worthy of mention for their offensive contributions the last ten seasons. While Dusty Rhodes’ WAR 

wasn’t among the top 50, the Brewster’s very own unicorn did win three batting titles and had the most 

hits in the decade by nearly 200. 

 

 

STARTING 

PITCHER 

WAR FIP W-L AWARDS 

Arthur Dempster 57.4 3.47 157-76 3 x Nebraska 

Dan Cannon 56.8 3.39 139-92 2 x Nebraska 

Luis Gracia 54.9 3.45 142-96  

Mauro Flores 51.2 3.42 111-101 1 x Comeback 

Lawrence C. LaLoosh 39.3 3.61 118-60 3 x Nebraska, 1 x Zimmer 

 

Aside from finishing the decade with the second most wins, Dempster was one of only three pitchers 

with over 2000 K, placing atop the list with 2230. The three Nebraska Awards proved his dominance 

over the course of the last ten years. Cannon’s back-to-back Nebraska Awards vaulted him up the list, 

while Gracia was as steady of a dominating arm as you could find this decade. Flores was up and down 

at times but still dominate and his Comeback Player of the Year Award to close out the decade was a 

great sign. LaLoosh’s career was cut short by injury but the popular hurler did win three Nebraskas over 

the course of just five seasons. Say what you will about longevity and steep declines, but LaLoosh 

belongs among the decade’s best. 

 

 

RELIEVER FIP SV W-L AWARDS 
Peter Grady 3.38 278 85-67 4 x Egan 

Shawn Huber 2.82 216 60-42 1 x Egan 

Miguel Macias 3.23 189 50-25 2 x Egan 

Jose Canales 4.19 330 63-65 2 x Egan 

 

Grady’s honor as top reliever of the decade mirrors a change in how relief arms are starting to be use in 

the last ten years. Grady’s the poster boy of the multi-inning, rubber arm pitcher many Brewster teams 

are beginning to utilize. In the last four seasons, Grady regularly tallies over 150 innings per season, 



2041 BREWSTER BASEBALL ASSOCIATION MEDIA GUIDE – PAGE 81 

topping out with a ridiculous 210 innings in 2038, which makes his FIP for the decade all the more 

impressive. Caneles, despite the high FIP, did finish the decade with the most saves, leading the league 

in that stat five times. 

 

 

NOTABLES 
Egbert Behner did finish the decade with the most wins on the mound (159) but was more ‘very good’ 

rather than dominant. Enrique Gomez’s 3.28 ERA was the lowest amongst qualified starters and just 

missed ‘First Team’ recognition. In a decade that saw offense take off, several solid pitchers just missed 

out making the All-Decade rotation, notably Cristobal Hernandez, Dave Martin, Miguel Ramos, and 

Jimmy Greenwood. 

 

From the bullpen, Fernando Marquez just missed out reaching 300 saves for the decade. Esteban 

Velasquez notched just 194 saves but did win an Egan while posting a 2.99 FIP. Timofei Bakitski did 

take home two Egan Awards but also lost twenty-one more games than he won (48-69) with a slightly 

high FIP (3.42) for a closer. 
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It’s become a staple of the Media Guide, but that doesn’t make it any 

less enticing. Let’s join Twin Cities GM Scott Piccoli for another 

blast from the past… 

 
 

THE 20/20 HINDSIGHT 5 YEAR 

DRAFT REVIEW 
 
 

 

 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

OF THE 

2036 DRAFT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instead of just reviewing the top 10 picks of the draft, this season we’ll look at some of 

the highlights of the 2036 draft, regardless of draft position.  Most of the players will be 

positive stories of BBA success with one tragic example of a promising career cut short.  
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1st OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 1st Pick) 
 

 

Boise Spuds 

 

CF Dennis French 
AGE 23 

 

RATING POTENTIALS 

(2036) 

ACT/POT 

(CURRENT) 

POT     

+/- 

CONTACT 10 11/11 +1 

POWER 7 7/7 0 

EYE 4 4/4 0 

RATING 80 80/80 0 
 

CURRENT TEAM – Boise Spuds 

CAREER BBA Totals – 579 Games, .347 BA / .974 OPS / 104 HRs / 25.4 WAR (Current 2036 Rank – 

1st) 

 

5 All Star Appearances 

3 Golden Bats (CF) 

2 Sawyer Silk Trophies 

 

It’s not a stretch to say Dennis French is a generational player, putting up two 8+ WAR seasons in a row 

and three 6+ WAR seasons in just under the 5 years. His rookie season was no joke either at 2.7 WAR.  

The Trophy Cabinet is already crowded with All Star Appearances, Gold Bats and a two Sawyer Silk 

Trophies.  So what’s the problem?   

 

In his first Salary Arbitration Eligible Year, French is already commanding $7 Million and is likely to 

get $10+ Million in 2040.  Is Boise ready for the exploding star that French is… or should the team try 

to acquire loads of talent for him before his salary reaches the $30M/Yr range?  It’s a great problem to 

have… Short Story, French is Flipping Amazing  
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15th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 15th Pick) 

 

Madison Wolves 

 

RF Andrew Torres 
AGE 23 

 

RATING POTENTIALS 

(2035) 

ACT/POT 

(CURRENT) 

POT     

+/- 

CONTACT 8 9/9 -1 

POWER 7 8/8 +1 

EYE 5 5/5 0 

RATING 75 65/65 -10 
 

CURRENT TEAM – Madison Wolves (BBA) 

CAREER BBA Totals – 479 Games, .334 BA / .920 OPS / 77 HRs / 11.7 WAR (Current 2036 Rank – 

2nd) 

 

2 All Star Appearances  

 

Andrew Torres should be able to hold his own against French batting wise… His career OPS to date is 

only about .50 lower than French and his split versus R/L (in 2040) isn’t as dramatic.  However, Torres 

isn’t anywhere the Outfielder that French is or is as fast on the base paths… But enough of those 

comparisons.  For the 15th over-all pick, Madison should be extremely excited with Torres to date.  

Able to hit for both Power and Average, he’s a huge threat at the plate.   
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25th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 25th Pick) 

 

Montreal Blazers 

 

LF Kevin MacKeith 
AGE 21 

 

RATING POTENTIALS 

(2035) 

POTENTIALS 

(CURRENT) 

POT     

+/- 

CONTACT 7 7/7 0 

POWER 7 7/7 0 

EYE 5 6/6 +1 

RATING 60 65/65 +5 
 

CURRENT TEAM – Montreal Blazers (BBA)  

CAREER BBA Totals – 441 Games, .284 BA / .899 OPS / 100 HRs / 11.3 WAR (Current 2036 Rank – 

3rd) 

 

At a quick glance, there doesn’t appear to be anything special that sets MacKeith apart.   But he just 

performs and sometimes there no need to look any further.  In his first three full seasons, he hasn’t 

accumulated any accolades or awards…. Just two seasons of 4+ WAR and one 3.1 WAR.  He hits plenty 

of home runs and doubles and is an extremely capable Right Fielder with a cannon arm.  Basically, the 

kind of quiet steady producer every team needs.   
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34th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 34th Pick) 

 

Rockville Pikeman 

 

SS Pedro Diaz 
AGE 21 

 

RATING POTENTIALS 

(2036) 

ACT/POT 

(CURRENT) 

POT     

+/- 

CONTACT 7 7/7 0 

POWER 2 3/3 +1 

EYE 4 4/4 0 

RATING 55 65/65 +10 
 

CURRENT TEAM – Rockville Pikemen (BBA) 

CAREER BBA Totals – 400 Games, .297 BA / .741 OPS / 15 HRs / 10.4 WAR (Current 2036 Rank – 

4th) 

 

Gold Glove - SS 

2037 Landis Championship  

 

A fabulous Late 1st Round pick up for Rockville, Diaz is a defensive wizard at Short Stop who can 

provide a little bit of offense at the plate.  He’s got elite base running speed, accumulating 100+ stolen 

bases in 2+ seasons.  His only potential downside is that it won’t take much for his offense to slide 

precipitously if his skills erode a little.  But any pitcher has to feel confident that any groundball hit 

anywhere to his right is going to be an automatic out from Diaz.   
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3rd OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 3rd Pick) 

 

Nashville Bluebirds 

 

CF/RP Kidane Ata 
AGE 23 

 

RATING POTENTIALS 

(2036) 

ACT/POT 

(CURRENT) 

POT     

+/- 

CONTACT 8 8 -1 

POWER 8 8 0 

EYE 4 4/4 -2 

RATING 70 70/70 -10 

STUFF 9 8/8 -1 

MOVEMENT 6 4/4 -2 

CONTROL 7 7/7 0 

RATING 65 50/55 -10 
 

 

CURRENT TEAM – Edmonton (BBA) 

CAREER BBA Totals – 321 Games, .233 BA, .704 OPS, 35 HR’s / 63 Games, 109 IP, 3.80 ERA 

2.7 WAR Batting – 3.1 WAR Pitching – 5.76 WAR (2036 Rank – 15th)  

Gold Glove CF 

 

What the heck do you do with this guy?  He’s basically having one pitch away from being a full blown 

top flight starting pitcher who can be a Gold Glove/Silver Bat Centerfielder on the 4 days he’s not 

throwing from the mound.  However, as it is, he’s an elite reliever… which limits his ability to play both 

positions.  Sooo.. You have to play him in Centerfield, Right?  He’s much more valuable there than 

sitting in the Bullpen, occasionally seeing action to throw 1 or 2 innings or possibly come in to pinch hit.  

It’s going to be interesting to see how teams utilize Ata’s considerable talent…. But it seems not matter, 

he’ll be half the player he could be. 
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108th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 5 – 27th Pick) 

  
San Fernando Bears 

 
SP Jorge Lima 

AGE 23 
 

RATING POTENTIALS 

(2036) 

ACT/POTS 

(CURRENT) 

POT     

+/- 

STUFF 5 6/6 +1 

MOVEMENT 6 6/6 0 

CONTROL 6 8/8 +2 

RATING 25 55/55 +30 
 

 

CURRENT TEAM – Omaha  (BBA) 

CAREER BBA Totals – 65 Games, 56 Wins – 12 Losses, 3.91 ERA, 1.25 WHIP, 5.0 Career WAR 

(2036 Rank – 19th) 

 

1 All Star Appearance  

 

Possibly the most improved player in the 2036 draft, Lima has steadily exceeded his draft day 

expectations.  He was tied for the lead league with 20 Wins in 2040 and finished in the Top 5 for Steve 

Nebraska voting.  Whether he’ll be able to continue with his 2040 production is uncertain, but he 

definitely let his imprint with his outstanding 2040 season.   
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84th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 2 Supp. – 7th Pick) 

 

Montreal Blazers 

 

LF Amayas Moelling 
AGE 22 

 

RATING POTENTIALS 

(2036) 

ACT/POT 

(CURRENT) 

POT     

+/- 

STUFF 6 8/8 +2 

MOVEMENT 7 7/7 0 

CONTROL 7 8/8 +1 

RATING 50 65/80 +30 
 

CURRENT TEAM – Chicago Black Sox  (BBA) 

CAREER BBA Totals – 19 Games, 19 Wins – 19 Losses, 4.30 ERA, 1.21 WHIP, 4.8 Career WAR 

(2036 Rank – 20th) 

 

Did we just say Jose Lima was the most improved 2036 Pitcher? Amayas will definitely something to 

say about that in the coming seasons.   At two seasons in, he’s been a .500 pitcher with several signs of 

still improving.  The Front Office has to be excited about the 1.09 WHIP he put up in 2040… he just 

gave up a few too many home runs.  However, he has the pitches and velocity to be a Staff Ace.   
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6th OVER-ALL PICK (Round 1 – 6th Pick) 

 

Edmonton Grasshoppers 

 

P Chuck Barnes 
AGE 22 

 

RATING POTENTIALS 

(2036) 

POTENTIALS 

(CURRENT) 

POT     

+/- 

STUFF 8 5/5 -3 

MOVEMENT 7 5/5 -2 

CONTROL 11 8/8 -3 

RATING 75 35/35 -40 
 

CURRENT TEAM – RETIRED 

CAREER BBA Totals – 3 Games, 0 Wins – 0 Losses, 3.86 ERA, 1.00 WHIP, -0.1 Career WAR (2036 

Rank – N/A) 

 

Chuck Barnes is notable because of the tragic events in his Baseball career.  Drafted early in 2036, his 

development path seemed on track through his first two years in the minors.  However, mid-way through 

the 2038 season, he lost over a year due to a torn rotator cuff.  He worked his way back next season, 

though it was apparent he wasn’t the same…  

 

Three games into the 2039 season, Chuck reinjured his rotator cuff, this time ending his career.   

 

Baseball… Right?  
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By Vic Caleca 

General Manager 

The Chicago Black Sox 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are any number of ways to approach playing in an OOTP league:  
 

• Treat it as a purely competitive enterprise, wheeling and dealing 
and paying little attention to anything but wins and losses; 

• Revel in its statistical complexity and study not just the league 
results, but how the simulation itself works. 

• Create a world. 
 
Many of us dabble in all three, of course.  
 
No one, for instance, is here to lose (although I would argue that losing, 
sometimes, can be more fun than winning), and everyone is interested in 
how their teams are hitting, pitching, and fielding over the course of a 
season. 
 
But what I enjoy most is creating my own little universe and populating 
it with interesting characters.  
 
OOTP offers a unique opportunity for this kind of world building because 
it serves up literally thousands of potential characters in its major and 
minor leagues. It also provides its own narrative arc through the game 
schedules and results – much of it mundane, some of it extraordinary. 
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As a team general manager, I can riff off any of this: game results, 
winning and losing streaks, injuries, records set, awards won and all the 
rest. I can also provide my own plot points, of course. 
 
The Brewster provides an outlet for all of this – you can write about it to 
your heart’s content, and then share it with an audience. 
 
Enter the team forum and its life’s blood: the team news item. 
 

Anything, no matter how big or small, can be 

grist for the TN mill. 
 
Chicago pulls itself to .500 around the All-Star break and then goes on 
an epic losing streak? Distressing on the competitive side, but manna 
from heaven on the team news side. The team owner pitches a fit, the 
front office wrings its collective hands, the players snipe at management, 
the media analysts have a field day – and it’s all fun as hell to write. 
 
Or take a disastrous trade, like the one I made last season where I sent 
two tremendous prospects (OF Andre Ly and SP Timo Dooley) to Omaha 
for Pavel Bure, Jr., who appeared to be the closer I needed (he wasn’t) 
and a promising young starter/reliever, Luis Gonzáles (who still looks 
promising, but we’re gonna need actual results soon). 
 
Bad as this deal turned out for the team, it’s the gift that keeps giving for 
me as a writer. I started by trying to imagine what a local sports call-in 
show would sound like the next morning. From there, I tried to figure out 
what the owner would do, and imagined him barring me from making 
any more trades and then forcing me to take driving shifts with his 
towing company since I wouldn’t have to spend time making baseball 
deals. I’ve used those driving shifts as a backdrop in team news items for 
more than a year now. 
 
Good stuff, of course, is fun to write, too. When one of my starting 
pitchers threw a no-hitter, I put on my old reporter’s hat (figuratively) 
and wrote a deadline news account of it that night. And when the Black 
Sox finally achieved a positive run differential at one point in the season, 
I imagined the GM and Asst. GM going on a drunken bender to celebrate. 
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And then, of course, there’s Vinnie. 
 
When I decided after the 2038 season that I 
needed a new team owner, I thought it would 
be a golden opportunity to help the team - 
and to create a character I could have fun 
writing about. 
 
I came up with several ideas and discarded 
them one by one, until I realized I could use 
the team’s early history in Chicago to my 
narrative advantage. What if a rich guy from Chicago bought it and kept 
threatening to move the team back there? And what if the guy was kind 
of sleazy and borderline criminal? 
 
A day or so after I came up with this idea, I happened to listen to an 
album by one of favorite singers (Steve Goodman) and his song, Lincoln 
Park Pirates came on – a ditty about a sleazy tow truck operation that 
terrorized motorists in the Chicago area in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
 
Vinnie Vitale popped into my mind clear as day at that moment, and the 
rest has been Chicago TN history: from his inability to remember the 
names of anyone who isn’t important to him to his affinity for fruit 
baskets to his media feuds to his threats to tow the Portland team bus, 
he’s been the straw that stirs the drink. 
 
And, of course, when Matt asked if I would be interested in moving the 
team from Huntsville to another city, Vinnie’s place in franchise history 
was assured: he would bring the Black Sox back home. 
 

All of this is great for me, of course, but what 

does it add to the league? 

 
Well, what I hope – and think – it adds is color and texture that help the 
Brewster seem like a living, breathing thing. 
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If you read even a smattering of the Chicago team news items, my hope 
is you get a picture of a beleaguered franchise run by a gang that can’t 
shoot quite straight, but stays in there … well … pitching. 
 
But here’s the thing. I’m far from alone: other GMs throughout the 
Brewster are building their own little worlds, too. 
 
Consider: 
 

• Chris Wilson’s hilarious launch of the Portland Lumberjacks and 
their embrace of the fog-shrouded, often contradictory Master 
Plan™, not to mention the labyrinthine machinations of the 
mysterious “Kate,” who longs to become an assistant GM. 

• Doug Olmsted’s wildly creative forum for the California 
Crusaders, which sometimes serves as a platform for the ridiculous 
meanderings of Sai and Aarav; sometimes for haunting poetry; and 
sometimes for the magic realism of the Cult of Camacho (an 
outfielder apparently snatched from the team bus by a creature 
that’s half donkey, half eagle). 

• Joe Lederer’s Boise forum, which offers up insightful statistical 
analysis, sim-by-sim accounts of how the Spuds and their minor 
league teams are faring, Dennis French fan-boy screeds, and so 
much more. 

• Brett Schroeder’s always-entertaining GM press conferences and 
the peculiar cast of media characters who bedevil him throughout 
the season. 

• Sean Marko’s deadpan Phoenix Talons forum – more of an anti-
forum, really, in its droll disdain of anything that smacks of team 
news. There aren’t a lot of items in any given season, but the ones 
he deigns to post are funny as hell. 

• Ron Collins’ masterful Yellow Springs forum, which gives readers 
a window into virtually every facet of his team. He’s also an example 
of how to turn not-so-great turns of event into TN gold: the Nine’s 
ongoing struggles in the playoffs make for great items where 
regular-season winning streaks are greeted with suspicion by an 
increasingly-hostile fan base. 
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Add to these the countless creative pieces you can find in each of the 
league’s team forums, and many of the BBA’s franchises seem every bit 
as vital and real as their real-world counterparts. 
 
This, I maintain, is the power – and beauty – of team news: 

 
It creates worlds. 
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Touching Up the Pantheon 

Last year we said that if we were very, very good that, after having seen levels 1 and 2 of 

Portland GM Chris Wilson’s Hall of Fame pantheon series in the last twoeditions of this 

guide, maybe Santa would bring us level 3. Admittedly, that was probably asking too 

much. Good news, though! Despite our efforts to the contrary, Santa has chosen to 

forgive us! 

 

 
 

We are getting closer to the top. We continue our look at a re-structured Hall of Fame by 

ranking those in the Hall of Fame by their performances on the field. Two years ago we 

looked at the Hall of Famers who can call themselves Hall of Famers but bottom level 

guys. Last season, we looked at the guys who were better but not quite enough to be elite. 

We are getting closer to the elite level guys this season as we look at the Level 3 guys. 

 

Keep in mind this is a pyramid structure. The top level are the best of the best but 

contains the fewest number of guys. The top level contains just 12 members. This level 

has some of the best players we’ve ever seen in the league, but fell short of the Pantheon! 
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Roy Hobbs: 

I’ll be honest, pitchers might have been the hardest 

position to sort out in this whole process. The varying 

degrees of time periods makes it hard to separate 

guys. Check the leaderboards and Roy Hobbs’ name 

doesn’t show up in very many places. 177 wins is 

only 85th best. 3,156 strikeotus, only 20th all-time. So 

why have Hobbs in Level 3? Well those totals are 

deflated due to Hobbs being 28 when he came into the 

league, the year the league started in 1973. And all he 

did was dominate from that point forward. Seven 

seasons with an ERA under 3.00 including a career 

best 1.77 ERA in 1977. He only won 1 Nebraska Award (more on why next season) and 

just 3 all-star games. But considering the guy only played for 10 seasons, the fact he even 

cracks a leaderboard shows his amazing ability. 

 

Kurt Stallwith: 

Stallwith falls in the same category as Hobbs. Kurt came into the league in 1973 at the 

age of 28 as well. His 181 wins barely topped Hobbs but his 2,259 strikeouts fell way 

below Roy’s total. But Stallwith had an 8 year run where his ERA was never over 2.80 

and he won 19 or more games 6 consecutive times. He was only a 4 time all-star and did 

win a lone Nebraska Award, but read above as to why. 

 

Heath Rockefeller: 

The last of the “older” guys in this level. Heath came around a little later (debuting in 

1985) but didn’t stay in the league long. Heath retired after 1 game in 1994, at the age of 

just 34. A reliever at the start of his career, Heath recorded 90 saves over 3 seasons and 

won a pair of Oogalagunga Awards. He then moved to a starter and was just as 

successful. In six seasons, he never had an ERA over 2.93 and had seasons with a 1.94 

and 1.92 during that span. He managed to win 3 Nebraska Awards on top of the pair of 

Gunga Honors and was an 8-time all-star. Heath Rockefeller was one of the more unique 

pitchers we’ve seen in the BBA. 

 

Christopher Stoller: 

Now we get to more of the modern guys. Stoller is a clear choice here thanks to his 258 

wins which are 5th most all-time. He struck out 3,104 batters which is top 30 all-time in 

the league. He won three consecutive Nebraska Awards from 2006-2008, one of only 5 

guys to ever accomplish the feat in league history. It can easily be argued he is one of the 

top 10 pitchers in BBA history, but the Pantheon is only so big and Stoller falls just short. 
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Allen Izatt: 

Right there with Stoller is Izatt. Izatt comes up 2 wins shy of Stoller on the list but his 

3,692 strikeouts are the 7th most in league history. The 6-time all-star also claimed a trio 

of Nebraska Awards, just not in succession like Stoller. Izatt actually won his 3 with 3 

different cities, though if memory serves correct the Austin franchise is also the 

Marquette franchise so he only won the 3 with 2 different organizations. Izatt is 2 spots 

higher on the all-time pitching WAR than Stoller so the two are very comparable today. 

 

Mike Swanson: 

There are so many stories to tell here. Do we go with the vacated Buffalo Landis title 

(corrupted file) or just stick to the story of the sudden lump of Swanson. Nah, let’s not 

tell either and focus on his career. Another guy who had a shortened career, Swanson 

retired at the age of 34 after a few seasons as a reliever to close. I had forgotten those 

years. But he’ll be remembered for his time as a starter. It was those years that saw him 

win 3 straight Nebraska Awards like Stoller. It was during that time, in the modern era 

mind you, that saw him post 9 straight seasons with an ERA at or under 3.07. Oddly, he 

never won 20 games in a season but retired with 183 overall victories and an impressive 

1.03 career WHIP. He also K’d 200 guys 10 times in a season. But oh the lumps and that 

lost Landis. 

 

Robbie Sargent: 

Oh Robbie Sargent, how I despise ye. Sargent is that player that dominated the league, 

but did so in a quite, non-arrogant way. At least that is how I perceived it. He, along with 

his Vancouver teammates, tormented my Wolves clubs in the 2000s decades. It is 

untelling how many of those 291 career wins (2nd most all-time!) were against Madison. 

The guy won 20 games six times in his career! The doesn’t count the other 6 times he 

won 17 or more games. He could be penciled in for 200+ innings with ease (he only did it 

14 times) but he would also reach 240 most seasons. What makes this guy unique is he 

managed all of those accomplishments but only won 2 Nebraska Awards. But he did 

appear in 8 All-Star games. Robbie Sargent, you were great! And I hate you for it! 

 

Billy Chapel Jr: 

Chapel fits in with all of these guys as well. Chapel’s 251 wins ranks 7th all-time. His 

3,728 strikeouts are the 5th most ever. So based on that you might think he should be in 

the Pantheon. Maybe there is a case for all of these guys. But the Pantheon only goes 12 

deep and it might surprise you that I have 5 pitchers above these guys in the Pantheon. As 

for Chapel, the 9 time all-star claimed 3 Nebraska Awards during his career, which 

appears to be the going rate for Level 3 pitchers. 
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Jason Egan: 

Egan, I hate you about as much as Sargent. But 

nonetheless, respect your accomplishments. I 

wavered on whether Egan should be Pantheon or 

not. He’s the greatest closer in League History 

meaning he’s the best at what he did than anyone 

else in league history. But I just couldn’t put a 

reliever in the group that has the best players 

ever. I just can’t justify putting him in a level 

above Chapel, Whitely, Escobar, etc…. But what 

did Egan do? Well, he’s the all-time saves leader 

with 753. That’s 168 more than the number 2 

guy on the list. Only 5 guys in league history have appeared in more All-Star games than 

Egan’s 14. And no reliever has won more than 9 Reliever Awards, which is the total for 

Egan. An award that got renamed in his honor after his retirement. 

 

Billy Wilson: 

Perhaps a spoiler alert here, but I have no 

catchers in the Pantheon. So since Wilson is 

the only catcher in Level 3 that means I have 

him ranked as the best catcher in BBA 

history. Perhaps that is a bad statement to 

make considering he also split some time at 

1B, but he’s listed as a catcher so I’ll keep 

him there. Wilson’s 631 homeruns are the 

5th most in league history and the slugger 

appeared in 7 all-star games. He claimed a 

pair of Sawyer Silk Awards and was a run 

producing machine as he ranks 15th all-time 

in RBI and 45th in runs scored. Again, not 

too shabby for a guy who spent some time as 

a catcher. 
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Juan Escobar: 

 In all honesty, Escobar was the first guy I had in Level 

3, meaning he was almost in the Pantheon in my eyes 

but fell short due to the percentages. Just look at the 

stats: 3,412 hits, 496 homeruns, 1,875 RBI, and 1,549 

runs. That ranks 7th, 24th, 6th, and 27th respectively in 

each category. He won 4 Sawyer Silk Awards but 

somehow only appeared in 8 All-Star games. When you 

start comparing guys from the Pantheon to level 3, start 

with Escobar for comparison. 

 

 

Duane Whitley: 

The problem starting with Escobar is everyone in this level gets compared to him. 

Remember though, these guys are all better than the players in Level 2 and 1. Whitley 

won 4 Sawyer Silk Awards including 3 in a row at one point. He is also one of a few 

players to ever with the Silk and the Gillstrom Award (top rookie) in the same season. He 

compares a lot to Escobar overall but comes in with slightly fewer hits, homeruns, and 

RBI despite scoring a few more runs than Juan. He did appear in 13 all-star games, so 

perhaps Whitley can argue he was better than Escobar. 

 

Paul Barfoot 

3,000+ hits. Check! 500+ Homeruns. Check! 1,875 RBI, same as Escobar. 1,909 runs 5th 

most all-time. Heck, maybe Barfoot is the best. Let me go ahead and state here as well 

that there are no 1B in the Pantheon either. So discecting these names to decide who the 

best 1B of all-time is could be a feature in itself. Paul Barfoot’s WAR is the 6th highest 

WAR among any hitter in league history. Paul won a trio of Sawyer Silk Awards and 

appeared in just 6 all-star games, the fewest among this trio of great 1B we’ve recapped 

thus far. 

 

Randy Spratt: 

Now we can pump the breaks a little and look at Spratt. I don’t think he’s quite in the 

class of the other three 1B mentioned thus far but still a very good player. Spratt played 

his entire career before the modern Era (pre-1995) and put up some great offensive 

numbers during a time where pitching was more dominant. Spratt accumulated 3,259 hits 

with 425 homeruns, and 1,641 RBI. He only won Two Silk Awards which lowers his 

ranking among the other names mentioned here but he did appear in 10 All-Star games. 

 

Bo Jordan: 
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Jordan had a shorter, but impactful, career in comparison to the other 1Bs mentioned 

here. Jordan played until the age of 39 but only played in 230 games after the age of 35 

and those weren’t stat filled years. He’s the 2nd guy mentioned here (Wilson) who failed 

to get 3,000 hits but he did hit 555 homeruns which is 14th most all-time thanks to 8 

consecutive seasons of at least 40 homeruns in a season.. He also played in 10 all-star 

games and won the Silk Award 3 times, a near must if you want to be placed in this level 

of the Hall of Fame. 

 

Douglas Newhouse: 

Of course I make that statement and then get to Newhouse 

who only managed to “steal” one Sawyer Silk Award in his 

career. Yes, the time era you play in may dictate whether 

you win major awards and Newhouse had some studs he 

was playing against. Newhouse only won the 1 Silk but he 

did appear in 11 All-Star games. You could say how does a 

guy though who only had 2,800 hits and win 1 Silk be in 

Level 3 and not lower? The guy was good! His 2,050 walks 

rank 2nd most all-time. His 1,962 runs rank 4th all-time. 

He’s also 7th all-time in stolen bases and 9th all-time in 

WAR. Only 1 second baseman was better, in my opinion, than Newhouse. Which might 

be why I also made the “steal” comment. 

 

Henry Jones: 

The story on Jones is a lot like Newhouse. Jones is the 

second best 3B in league history in my mind. The only 

one better is in the Pantheon. Jones’ 616 homeruns are 

the 6th most in league history. He appeared in 9 all-star 

games and won a pair of Sawyer Silk Awards. On 6 

different occasions, Jones had 100 RBI and scored 100 

runs in a season, he also had over 40 homeruns in each 

of those campaigns as well. 
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Roman Empire: 

The theme continues with Empire. The only player mentioned in this level 

in their position, but behind one other all-time stud. Empire cracked the 

3,000 hits plateau, barely, with 3,004 total. His 323 homeruns is a low total 

for this level, but again, Empire was a shortstop and not necessarily a 

position where hitting homeruns is required. Empire never won a Silk 

Award which perhaps should disqualify him from level 3, but he did 

appear in 9 all-star games, has the 10th highest WAR among all hitters all-

time, and did play against some other guys that just overshadowed Empire 

in the awards market. 

 

 

 

Daniel Labrie: 

Labrie is the all-time leader in On-Base Percentage with an 

impressive .440 mark. That’s for his career!!! Excluding his final 

season at the age of 39, Labrie never had an OBP under .400. 

EVER! His lowest season was .401 and that came at the age of 

37! He was a hits and walk machine, totaling 3,131 hits and 

1,728 walks for his career. That translated into 13 all-star 

appearances all-time but did not earn him any individual awards. 

 

 

Leon Sandcastle: 

Despite playing for something like 9 different 

teams in his career, Leaon ranks in as one of the greatest CF to ever play 

the game. I have him most likely as the 3rd best at the position all-time 

behind the other two guys who are both in the Pantheon. His 105.7 WAR 

ranks as the 7th best in BBA history which indicates he should be higher on 

the list, but somehow he only won 2 Silk Awards (which came back to 

back) during his playing time despite the lofty WAR total. But he also 

appeared in 13 All-Star games which, as previously stated, is the 7th most 

of any player in league history. 
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Mike Clarke: 

Clarke is a lot like Daniel Labrie. Mike didn’t 

earn the nickname “OBP Jesus” for nothing. 

Clarke’s career .420 OBP ranks as the 5th 

highest in league history thanks to 2,800+ hits 

and 1,200+ walks over his career. Over a 17 

year career, Clarke had an OBP below .400 

only 7 times. The 6-time all-star only won 1 

Sawyer Silk Award, both totals are low for 

this list, but the 13th highest WAR of all-time 

indicates he belongs in Level 3 of the HOF 

Pyramid. 

 

 

Frank Thomas III: 

Thomas was one of the greatest right handed hitters in league history. The DH 

collected 3,732 hits, the 3rd most in league history. He’s also the 22nd guy on the 

homerun list and one of 22 guys with at least 500 homeruns in league history. He 

translated the insane stats into 11 all-star appearances which is tied for the 13th 

most in league history. Oddly enough though, he was only able to capture 2 

Sawyer Silk Awards. Perhaps he was hurt slightly be his inability or refusal to 

play a defensive position, but nonetheless he was a great hitter. The greatest DH 

we’ve likely seen in the BBA.  
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Greedy Guys Bloat Payrolls 
 
 
A look at payrolls by Yellow 
Springs GM Ron Collins 
 
 
Herein find another one of my silly-assed 
dives into the overall world of the BBA—

this time about something as useless as 
payroll. By useless, I mean something 
that doesn’t really help us make any 

decisions, but that we can all argue about 
on the forum or on Slack—or, if you’re 

truly desperate, to use with everyday 
normal friends when the conversation 
goes completely dry. Call it the BBA’s 

“explain your D&D campaign to folks not 
in the world” moment. 

 
You know what I mean. 
 

Some background, first. The semi-elders of the league will recall a series of quite 
animated forum conversations having to do with players demanding more money to 
sign contracts, both as extensions and in free agency. This almost certainly got 

bumped in v19, and probably again in v20—but who knows what evil lurks in the 
minds of German baseball models, eh?. Regardless, suddenly, stars in our league 

were asking $25M to play for a season, and sometimes even more!  
 
The conversation rolled over lots of ground, including whether the new algorithms 

were realistic, or even fun, the timing of signings, as well as how slowly or not-so-
slowly players dropped their egregious demands. We had rip-roaring conversations 

about the value of players, and other various market dynamics. Some compared the 
structures of our world to the MLB—noting it was obviously different and hating that, 
others agreeing it was obviously different, and being fine with it. (Disclosure: I am, of 

course, of the later). 
 
As we were chatting, a funny thing happened on the way to the bread store: This 

“new market” started to define itself. 
 

In other words, players started getting that cash they were asking for—meaning, in a 
very capitalistic kind of way, the top players began to get what they were “worth” in 
real time valuations. 
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By holding GM’s feet to the fire, the players asked and they received. Ultimately, this 
meant payrolls began to rise. 

 

 
 
Looking at the data might make one wonder about the expansion years (2029, 2035, 
and 2040). Each case did see a downward move in the raw payroll spent per team. 

But removing the expansion team payrolls alters the numbers above to: 
 

2029: $92.5M 
2035: $89.5M 
2040: $93.5M 

 
So this doesn’t change much at all. 
 

Bottom line: 
 

• In the years from 2028-2036, only twice did average payroll cross $92M (three 

times if you count 2029) 

• Since that time (4 seasons), it has never been below $92M, and generally been 

well over $93M 

 
 
I admit to being surprised at the magnitude of the effect (which, again I think is good 

for the league even though it’s cost us players, i.e. Aaron Stone this year).  
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The data is a bit noisy, though. It’s subject to lots of variation from several sources. 

So, another fun way to look at this is through 3-year rolling averages, which will tend 
to smooth the data a bit. If we do this here we get this very interesting chart: 

 

 
 
So, yeah, the players are working the system with considerably greater effect for 

themselves. 
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FRANCHISE ALL TIME RANKINGS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Okay, now this is interesting. When I do it, I call it creating a “junk stat” – not because it’s not useful, 

but because it’s kind of made up. In this case, it’s our resident table maker, San Fernando GM Randy 

Weigand, who is doing the “making up,” but despite the made up part, it still seems to me that Randy’s 

found a fun way to compare the way franchises have accumulated star players over the span of their 

existence. So hop in and get ready to do some thinking, it’ll be fun, I promise! 

 

 

This list was born out of a project I started with my own franchise where I looked at how close various 

offensive players I had were to cracking top 10 in the history of the Bears. I figured it would be fun to 

see which franchises are the most top heavy and which have the most depth over the years, so I chose to 

look at the marks it takes to crack the top 5/10/25 on each franchises all-time list for the various 

different categories. The columns below are broken out by category with each column representing what 

it takes to crack that on the all-time list for that franchise (i.e Calgary has the highest 5th placer in games 

played with 2093, Mexico City has the highest 10th placer with 1569 and Seattle has the highest 25th 

placer with 1200). This will give us an indication of how meaningful it is to place in a certain spot for 

each franchise. 

 You will note that both Charlotte and Portland have N/A for the 25th place category, that is 

because they have not had 25 players take an at-bat for their franchise yet.  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note: 
 

Let’s use Calgary and Las Vegas  to help us figure 

out what Randy’s doing here. Both of these teams 

are bluebloods, teams of quality year-in and year 

out. But they look quite different to this metric. 

 

First, Calgary: Looking down the “Top 5” column, 

we see the Pioneers have kept five guys on their 

roster for long enough to play 2,093 games or 

more, the most of any team. This  suggests Kevin 

Dickson is a guy who stays loyal to his stars. 

 

Las Vegas, on the other hand, has been just as 

successful, or moreso, but they’ve only had five 

guys who have seen as many as 1,332 games—

fewest of the original 24 except San Antonio and 

Yellow Springs. The Commish is a guy who 

churns his roster, and churns it a lot. Note, 

however, that they sit at #10 on the “Top 25” list, 

meaning they’ve had 25 players see 852 games or 

more. Id suggest a deeper review of thise data 

would say that the Hustlers eat the rpime years of 

several players, then cut them loose. 

 

Another team of interest is Mexico City. They are 

#1 and #2 on the “Top 5” and “Top 10” lists, 

again suggesting considerable loyalty (or reliance) 

to star players. GM Fred Holmes is notorious for 

working the extension wire rather than delving 

into the FA market, and can kind of see it here. 

 

Other teams of interest? Well, how about Mike 

Calvaruso’s San Antonio (a walking injury 

junkyard, it seems might have altered this profile). 

Or look at Chicago (Huntsville). 

 

Interesting, eh? 
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I put these two together because I liked scanning the “Top 25” category to see how teams 

moved up and down the Hit and HR lists. Note, California is #12 on the hits list, with 25 

guys having registered at least 821 hits, but they are #17 on the HR list, with the 100 HR 

level defining the Top 25 power level. Ballpark effects, much? 

 

There are other fun things to get out of this comparison, but I’ll let you figure them out for 

yourselves! 
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Seattle has always been 

a notorious doubles park, 

I believe, and you have 

to wonder how much 

this affects the 

leaderboard rankings. 

They’ve had five guys 

hit 408 or more doubles. 

As an interesting side-

bit, DM has never had 

anyone hit more than 

370. SA’s top doubles 

hitter sits at 307  

Gotta love Mexico City’s 

reign here. Fred is a GM 

who loves the contact 

guys, eh? Hit 34 triples in 

Hawaii and your at the 

upper end of the chart, 34 

in Mexico City is called a 

good start. 
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Another fun side-by-

side for the “Top 25” 

comparison. Look at 

Madison, for example. 

Their top 25 walks a 

bunch (323), and rarely 

strikes out (539). 

 

Want the opposite? 

How about San 

Antonio where 238 

walks gets you on the 

chart (#21) but you’ve 

gotta whiff 638 timed 

to make it (#5). Hawaii 

is in that vein, too, but 

not as extreme. 

 

Scanning the “Top 5”s, 

it’s hard not to note 

Long Beach’s top five 

walkers have all drawn 

836 or more free passes 

(best in the league), 

while their top 5 s only 

#10. Vegas has another 

interesting Top 5 

slotting in BB/K rates. 
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Maybe I should have re-ordered things to 

put WAR fist, since this stat is more of an 

overall value kind of thing. As such, it’s an 

interesting view of the careers of players on 

various teams. 

 

Look at Louisville, for example. Register 

43 WAR for Louisville, and you’ll be one 

of their Top 5. This is upper-third for 

franchises at #9 in the league. But you need 

to get at least 36 to get you to their Top 10, 

which is #3 in the league. And they’ve had 

25 players register 21.7 WAR or more, 

which is the most in the league. So, bottom 

line, the Sluggers have routinely put a lot of 

good players in their organization—just not 

superstars. 

 

Of personal interest is Yellow Springs—a 

club that has been winning 95 games a year 

for a decade, and that still sits in the bottom 

22 in each of these categories. Talk about a 

mediocre organization, eh? 

 

Then there’s Montreal, with a very 

interesting profile of 41.4 WAR for their 

Top 5 (#10), 32.5 WAR hits their Top 10 

(#6), and 11.3 WAR will get on their Top 

25 (Only #24!). 

 

How about that, eh? 
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Not sure what to make of these 
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These Either 
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Very brief scan seems to suggest that some of our BBA 

teams that have seen less success have “stronger” Top 25 

stolen base numbers  DM hasn’t seen the playoffs for some 

time, yet you have to steal 98 bases to make it to the Top 25. 

San Antonio and YS9 have stronger showings here, too. 
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MORE People Who Have Not Advertised 
With Us 
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Here’s To Another 
Great Season! 

 

 


