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Forums: 
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HTML: 
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/leagues/league_100_home.html 
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http://montybrewster.net/forums/index.php
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/leagues/league_100_home.html
http://montybrewster.net/forums/app.php/applicationform
mailto:mrectenwald@gmail.com
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 “How the Ring was Won, or ’The ‘Won Ring’ to Rule Them All” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As is traditional, this is where we turn the car keys over to the GM who brought home the  

hardware the year previous. In this case, it means Louisville GM Stephen Shaw gets to Lord  

his victory over us. Oh, the frickin’ humanity. 

 

Sigh… 

 

 

 
 

 

In 2042, Louisville dominated the Frick and not winning a ring would have been a disappointment. In 

2043, the Sluggers were quite literally "just happy to be here" when it came to the playoffs, but had 

confidence we could win it all. The BBA intelligentsia never gave serious thought to LOU winning 

another ring. Doubtless, this Media Guide will write it off as random luck and pick us 4th in the division 

for 2044. 

 

To get ahead of those stories, here is one man's view of how we did it (and a preview of how we might do 

it again, and again, and again...), let’s look at how and why it all went down like it did. 
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Reason 1: 

 
 

Kwak.  

 

We have him and others don't. 

 

 

Reason 2: 

  
 

SP Stan Palácios. 

 

When I took over LOU, Stan was an OK prospect who, along with SP Tim Thompson, was projected as a 

light-throwing, control-dependent, #3-4 type SP. Thompson died an early death, but Stan persevered in 

the shadow of elite specs Commie Child and SP James Browning. Thankfully, despite my best efforts, I 

could not give him away in trades. Teams scoffed at me for offering him in deals.  

 

When now-superstars Commie Child and Browning went down to injury, Stan was forced into the #1 SP 

role. He and a motley crew of unknowns gave us just enough to squeak into the playoffs. Then Stan said, 

"hold my beer," going 5-0 with a sub-1.00 WHIP. You want clutch? You wanna talk big, swinging, 

pendulous, manscaped testicles? Let's look at those wins. 

 

Clinching Game 4 vs. SFB: Win 

Clinching Game 6 vs. SAC: Win 

Crucial Game 3 vs. YS9: Win 

Clinching Game 7 vs. YS9: Win 

Clinching Game 7 vs. RCK: Win 

 

No matter what else he does, Stan will have his number retired in Louisville simply for those five games. 

 

  

https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_41875.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_40859.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_41684.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_41959.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_42450.html
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Reason 3: 
 

In-season trades 

 

We'll start with a trade that actually hurt our chances of winning the ring. The most shocking trade of 

LOU's season happened in May, while LOU was puttering along comfortably in 2nd place despite losing 

Browning in April. Pouncing on a chance to shore up our farm system, we waved goodbye to Slugger-

for-Life™ CF Ronnie Hubbard. We thought that we could shift CF Théo Bourges to his natural position 

in CF, use a platoon in LF, and come out around even. When Bourges went down for two months in July, 

that calculation only worked out because of another legendary trade. 

 

Parts one and two of the Omaha deal fascinated and irritated the BBA, but we would not have won the 

ring without it. We sent out OF Miller, but got back some essential pieces: 

 

1B Edgardo Diaz(: Put up 123 wRC+ as full-time DH, but more importantly, won the Landis 

MVP and went 4-6 with a HR, 3 RS, and 4 RBI in game 7. 

 

OF Marin Marin: Locked down the short side in LF with a 141 wRC+ in 43 games. 

 

OF Brett White: Locked down the long side in LF with 31 HR in 94 games.  

 

SP Juan Garcia: On the surface, he's nothing special. But when you're reduced to running guys 

like this and this out there as defending champions, a guy like Garcia who will put up consistent 

innings from the left side is a godsend. With our offense, if you give us a ~4.50 ERA, Kwak and 

Bourges will take it from there. 

 

Three other minor trades (1, 2, 3) paid outsized dividends. For a few lotto tickets, we got: 

 

SP Ken Bates: In approximately his 17th stint as a Slugger, Bates gave us 70% of what Garcia 

gave us, but at least we knew he would keep us in most games. That he started 4 playoff games 

tells you how short-handed (armed?) we were. 

 

RP José Castro: Was adequate in relief after being acquired, and only pitched 3.2 innings in the 

playoffs, but gave up no runs in high-leverage situations, and he went 2-0 in those appearances. 

He closed out the crucial game 3 vs. SAC and went two scoreless innings in game 2 vs. Rockville 

when our pen was reeling with injuries. 

 

RP Oginga Coujoe: Was ineligible for the playoffs, but was pretty dominant in a few appearances 

during the push that got LOU into the wild card. 

 

Moral of the story? If you want to win a ring, don't be complacent. Injuries come out of nowhere. You 

have to constantly be looking to add value at important positions. Do you need 3 DHs? Probably not. But 

you almost cannot have too many inning-eater SP and RP who can get somebody out when it counts. If 

you rely on your offense, make sure that you can at least cover a loss with a platoon, like I did with 

White and Marin when Hubbard left and Bourges got hurt. At worst, you have a good AAA team with 

potential trade pieces for the price of a few lotto tickets. 

 

http://montybrewster.net/forums/viewtopic.php?f=31&t=34568
http://montybrewster.net/forums/viewtopic.php?f=31&t=34568
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_42353.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_34534.html
http://montybrewster.net/forums/viewtopic.php?f=31&t=34613
http://montybrewster.net/forums/viewtopic.php?f=31&t=34731
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_14062.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_35817.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_24595.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_42149.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_30855.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_42951.html
http://montybrewster.net/forums/viewtopic.php?f=31&t=34739
http://montybrewster.net/forums/viewtopic.php?f=31&t=34804
http://montybrewster.net/forums/viewtopic.php?f=31&t=34996
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_33263.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_26317.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_37555.html
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Reason 4: 

  
 

SP James Browning 

 

I offer you these two successive entries in his history. 

 

• 04/23/2043 Injured (Torn labrum (Shoulder)), out for 6 months. 

• 11/14/2043 Wins the 2043 Landis Memorial Series with the Louisville Sluggers. 

 

The Nebraska runner-up from 2042 came off the IL just in time to put up a 2.89 ERA in five playoff 

games, including winning pivotal game 5 vs. RCK. Absolutely no way we win without him. 

 

Reason 5: 

 
 

CF Théo Bourges actually put up better stats in the postseason than Kwak, with a slash line of 

.396/.448/.729 and 7 HR, and playing outstanding defense in CF. In game 7 vs. RCK, he went 4-5 with 2 

RS and 2 RBI. When you have two superstars like Bourges and Kwak, you can win any series. 

 

 

https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_42450.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_34534.html
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2043: FINAL BBA STANDINGS 
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Hall of Fame Inductees Announced 
 

Gillstrom Joins Father 
 

Twenty-nine votes were cast this year, and as a result, the Commissioner’s office today 

announced that, having received 88% of the vote, Jared Gillstrom has been enshrined into the 

Brewster Baseball Association Hall of Fame. It was Gillstrom’s first time on the ballot. He will 

be the only inductee, as no other candidate received the requisite 75% of the ballot. 

 

“It’s truly an honor,” Gillstrom said. “And it’s made even more special since I know my dad is 

there.” 

 

Joe Gillstrom, for whom the league’s Rookie of the Year Award is named after, played in the 

early wildcatting days of the league. The inclusion of his son means the Gillstrom name will join 

that of Kengos and Hinson to make up a trio of baseball’s royal families that have a pair of 

inductees. 

 

Upon release of the tallies, conversation sprung up as some noted the ballot count was a bit 

lighter than usual. Issues with the post office were noted, and calls for uniform and secure online 

voting were made—ignoring the fact that all voting today is, of course, made online. The league 

downplayed any concerns, but said the process would be reviewed and noted that the size of the 

class itself had made for some difficulty—specifically that Jon Reed had to be left off the ballot 

to make room for the new candidates. Regardless, a good time was had by all, except maybe 

Cisco Guerrero, who for the third time finished a vote or so shy of the mark—a cycle that made 

one pundit break ranks and say “Just consider him the YS9 of individual players. Makes a lot of 

noise, but can’t win the big one.” 
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Gillstrom’s career numbers say it all, though. 

 

3,373 Hits 
575 HR 

1,775 RBI 
.319 / .375 / .371 

113.7 WAR 
 

He won four Sawyer Silk Awards, ten Puckett Golden Bats, and was named to an All-Star team a 

dozen times. Of course, he also won the Gillstrom Award his rookie season. The acclaim thrown 

his way was as bright as they come. 

 

Jose Chavez was the only player on the ballot who did not receive the require 10% of the vote to 

stay on the ballot. The final voting is below: 

 

Candidate Votes % Vote 

Jared Gillstrom 26 89.70% 

Cisco Guerrero 20 69.00% 

Carlton Winson 16 55.20% 

Dusty Rhodes 16 55.20% 

Gervasio Ridder 16 55.20% 

Lawrence Columbus LaLoosh 15 51.70% 

Jon Mick 12 41.40% 

William Moreland 11 37.90% 

Lewis Stephens 9 31.00% 

Ettienne R. LaFitte 8 27.60% 

Steve Dempsey 8 27.60% 

Carlos Gonzales 7 24.10% 

Dan Leonard 5 17.20% 

Egbert Behner 5 17.20% 

Bob Sanderson 4 13.80% 

Mark Dempsey 4 13.80% 

Rupert Grant 4 13.80% 

Jorge Rodriguez 3 10.30% 

Jose Chavez 2 6.90% 
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The Bloody 
Ninth: 

A Hong Kong Baseball Tragedy 
 
By Vic Caleca 

Assistant to the Assistant General Manager 

Chicago Black Sox 
 

 

By any measure, June and July had been cruel months for the Hong Kong Bombardiers. 

 

The Rookie League affiliate of the Baghdad Kings had opened its season with a string of futility hard to 

even imagine: the Bombardiers had gone 0-for-June and by Sunday, July 12 … well, they’d gone 0-for-

that-month, too. 

 

It wasn’t just that they were losing – it was how they were losing: 43-2; 76-1; 36-3; and what surely had 

to be Hong Kong’s low point, 93-2. 

Except that it wasn’t. 

 

 

Prologue: The Early Innings 
 

The actual low point would come on this warm mid-July afternoon before a crowd of 550 

diehards in Bombardiers Park. 

 

As the umpires cried “Play Ball!” at 2:05 p.m. no one – not the players, not the coaches, not 

the fans – could imagine what would unspool over the next 6 hours and 31 minutes: a 

beatdown of epic … perhaps Biblical … proportions. 

 

It began innocently enough in the top of the 1st inning: a walk, a stolen base, a single and a 

throwing error let Chengdu break on top 1-0. 

 

But as subsequent innings flowed by, the scope of Hong Kong’s humiliation began to grow. 

The Running Rebels scored 9 in the second, 2 in the third … and then 31-year-old reliever Kaliq 

Humam entered the game and all hell broke loose. 

 

 

Kaliq Humam 
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Chengdu scored 3 in the fourth and then a hard-to-fathom 19 in the fifth. And, yes, Humam was on the 

mound for all 19 of those runs – just as he was for the 13 that followed in the sixth, the 16 scored in the 

seventh and the 11 in the eighth. 

 

So, as a bone weary Humam dragged himself back out to pitch the 9th inning, Chengdu was clinging to a 

74-4 lead. 

 

And the worst was yet to come. 

 

The Bloody Ninth 
 

Let the game log from that fateful half-inning tell the tale … 

 

TOP OF THE 9TH 

Chengdu Running Rebels batting - Pitching for Hongkong Bombardiers : RHP Kaliq Humam 

Batting: LHB Luis 
Castillo 

0-0: SINGLE (Groundball, 4MD, EV 103.1 MPH) 

Batting: LHB Vincente 
Guzmán 

0-0: Called Strike 
0-1: Swinging Strike 
0-2: Ball 
1-2: Foul Ball, location: 2F 
1-2: Foul Ball, location: 2F 
1-2: Ball 
2-2: Foul Ball, location: 2F 
2-2: Ball 
3-2: Base on Balls 
Luis Castillo to second 

Batting: SHB Willem 
Peet 

0-0: Ball 
Wild Pitch! 
Luis Castillo to third 
Vincente Guzmán to second 
1-0: SINGLE (Groundball, 4D, EV 95.0 MPH) 
Luis Castillo scores 
Vincente Guzmán to third 

Batting: RHB Vincent 
Andrews 

0-0: DOUBLE (Flyball, 89D, EV 96.3 MPH) 
Vincente Guzmán scores 
Willem Peet to third 

Batting: LHB Brock 
Ough 

0-0: SINGLE (Line Drive, 78S, EV 87.5 MPH) 
Willem Peet scores 
Vincent Andrews to third 

Batting: SHB Luis 
Fajardo 

0-0: SINGLE (Line Drive, 8LM, EV 95.6 MPH) 
Vincent Andrews scores 
Brock Ough to second 

Batting: RHB Connor 
Tautor 

0-0: SINGLE (Line Drive, 9S, EV 91.9 MPH) 
Brock Ough to third 
Luis Fajardo to second 

Batting: RHB Paul Pavey 0-0: Ball 
1-0: Swinging Strike 
1-1: Ball 
Wild Pitch! 
Brock Ough scores 
Luis Fajardo to third 
Connor Tautor to second 

https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_46459.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_50384.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_50384.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_39465.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_39465.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_50384.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53698.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53698.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_50384.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_39465.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_50384.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_39465.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53665.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53665.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_39465.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53698.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53267.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53267.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53698.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53665.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_52217.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_52217.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53665.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53267.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53536.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53536.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53267.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_52217.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53692.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53267.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_52217.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53536.html


 

                                 BREWSTER BASEBALL ASSOCIATION – MEDIA GUIDE 2044 – Page 16 

2-1: Ball 
3-1: Base on Balls 

Batting: LHB Carlos 
Hernández 

0-0: Ball 
1-0: Ball 
2-0: SINGLE (Groundball, 34D, EV 100.6 MPH) 
Luis Fajardo scores 
Connor Tautor to third 
Paul Pavey to second 
Runner from 3rd tries for Home, SAFE, throw by RF to 
home 

Batting: LHB Luis 
Castillo 

0-0: Called Strike 
0-1: Fielders Choice at 2nd, 3-6 (Groundball, 3, EV 80.0 MPH) 
Paul Pavey to third 

Batting: LHB Vincente 
Guzmán 

0-0: Ball 
1-0: Ball 
2-0: Ball 
3-0: Called Strike 
3-1: Base on Balls 
Luis Castillo to second 

Batting: SHB Willem 
Peet 

0-0: GRAND SLAM HOME RUN (Flyball, 9D, EV 103.1 MPH), 
Distance : 388 ft 

Batting: RHB Vincent 
Andrews 

0-0: Ball 
1-0: Foul Ball, location: 2F 
1-1: Ball 
2-1: SINGLE (Groundball, 34D, EV 101.3 MPH) 

Batting: LHB Brock 
Ough 

0-0: Ball 
1-0: Ball 
2-0: Called Strike 
2-1: Ball 
3-1: Called Strike 
3-2: Base on Balls 
Vincent Andrews to second 

Batting: SHB Luis 
Fajardo 

0-0: Fly out, F8 (Flyball, 8LD, EV 98.1 MPH) 

Batting: RHB Connor 
Tautor 

0-0: Ball 
1-0: Ball 
2-0: Ball 
3-0: Base on Balls 
Vincent Andrews to third 
Brock Ough to second 

Batting: RHB Paul Pavey 0-0: Ball 
1-0: Ball 
2-0: Ball 
3-0: Called Strike 
3-1: Foul Ball, location: 2F 
3-2: Base on Balls 
Vincent Andrews scores 
Brock Ough to third 
Connor Tautor to second 

Batting: LHB Carlos 
Hernández 

0-0: SINGLE (Groundball, 34D, EV 106.3 MPH) 
Brock Ough scores 
Connor Tautor to third 
Paul Pavey to second 
Runner from 3rd tries for Home, SAFE, throw by RF to 
home 

Batting: LHB Luis 
Castillo 

0-0: SINGLE (Flyball, 34D, EV 98.1 MPH) 
Paul Pavey to third 
Carlos Hernández to second 

https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_50587.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_50587.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_52217.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53536.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53692.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_50384.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_50384.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53692.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_39465.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_39465.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_50384.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53698.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53698.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53665.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53665.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53267.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53267.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53665.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_52217.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_52217.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53536.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53536.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53665.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53267.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53692.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53665.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53267.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53536.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_50587.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_50587.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53267.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53536.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53692.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_50384.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_50384.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53692.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_50587.html
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Runner from 3rd tries for Home, SAFE, throw by RF to 
home 

Batting: LHB Vincente 
Guzmán 

0-0: Hit by Pitch 
Carlos Hernández to third 
Luis Castillo to second 

Batting: SHB Willem 
Peet 

0-0: GRAND SLAM HOME RUN (Line Drive, 9D, EV 105.0 
MPH), Distance : 412 ft 

Batting: RHB Vincent 
Andrews 

0-0: Called Strike 
0-1: Ball 
1-1: Ball 
2-1: Ball 
3-1: Base on Balls 

Batting: LHB Brock 
Ough 

0-0: Ball 
1-0: Called Strike 
1-1: Ball 
2-1: Ball 
3-1: Foul Ball, location: 2F 
3-2: Base on Balls 
Vincent Andrews to second 

Batting: SHB Luis 
Fajardo 

0-0: Foul Ball, location: 2F 
0-1: Called Strike 
0-2: Foul Ball, location: 2F 
0-2: Ball 
1-2: Ball 
2-2: Foul Ball, location: 2F 
2-2: Ball 
3-2: Base on Balls 
Vincent Andrews to third 
Brock Ough to second 

Batting: RHB Connor 
Tautor 

0-0: Ball 
1-0: Ball 
2-0: Ball 
3-0: Called Strike 
3-1: Base on Balls 
Vincent Andrews scores 
Brock Ough to third 
Luis Fajardo to second 

Batting: RHB Paul Pavey 0-0: TRIPLE (Line Drive, 89XD, EV 107.5 MPH) 
Brock Ough scores 
Luis Fajardo scores 
Connor Tautor scores 

Batting: LHB Carlos 
Hernández 

0-0: Ground out U3 (Groundball, 34S, EV 92.5 MPH) 

Top of the 9th over - 23 runs, 13 hits, 0 errors, 1 left on base; Chengdu 97 - Hongkong 4 

 
 

The Humiliating Totals 
 

By the time Carlos Hernández rapped a sharp grounder to Hong Kong first baseman Karl Bugbie for the 

final out of the inning, Humam had thrown 85 pitches, issued 10 walks, allowed 13 hits, served up 2 

grand slam homers, uncorked 2 wild pitches and hit one batter. 

 

For the game, Chengdu batters had tied or set 18 offensive records, some within moments of each other. 

For instance, catcher Vincente Guzman tied the Chengdu record for RBIs in a game with 8, only to see 

left fielder Luis Fajardo break it with 10 … and then go to break his own record with 12. 

 

https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_39465.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_39465.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_50587.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_50384.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53698.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53698.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53665.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53665.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53267.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53267.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53665.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_52217.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_52217.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53665.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53267.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53536.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53536.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53665.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53267.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_52217.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53692.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53267.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_52217.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_53536.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_50587.html
https://statspl.us/brewster/reports/news/html/players/player_50587.html
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Guzman, 2B Connor Tautor and CF Brock Ough all tied the team record for walks in a game with 7 

apiece; DH William Peet tied the league record for runs in a game with 13, and set the team record for 

RBIs in a game with 14. 

 

Humam, meanwhile, set the league record for walks in a game with 35, then broke it with 36, then broke 

that again with his final total of 37. 

 

The final line score was pitiless: Chengdu 97 runs on 65 hits and 1 error; Hong Kong 4 runs, 9 hits, 2 

errors. 

 

Call it a Bloody Nine. 

 

AftermAth: A Pitcher’s Agony 
 

From the safety of his home in Afghanistan (and if ever there was irony in a phrase, this is it), Humam 

now looks back at that infamous afternoon with unrelieved bitterness towards his manager, Salim 

Khudiadadzai. 

 

“Did you know that no-good cur let me throw 357 

pitches in that game?” he asked quietly. “That’s 

four – maybe five – games worth of pitches for 

most guys. 

 

“I was begging to come out of the game … 

pleading with him, pleading with the other 

coaches … but that running dog wouldn’t even 

look at me. Wouldn’t come out to the mound 

when I motioned for him. He turned his head.” 

So, Humam said, he took matters into his own 

hands. 

 

“I just lobbed easy batting practice pitches to 

them to preserve my arm – hell, some I even 

tossed underhanded. That second grand slam? 

The one by Peet? He hit that off an underhanded lob. I doubt the pitch even hit 30 mph going up there, 

but I read that it hit 105 mph on the way out.” 

 

Why, Humam was asked, did his manager refuse to take him out of the game? 

 

“He wouldn’t talk to me directly … he didn’t have the guts,” he said. “But I heard him telling the rest of 

the bench that he wasn’t going to waste another pitcher’s time out there, that I had brought humiliation 

on myself and the team and that it was my mess to clean up. 

 

“I have cursed his name – and if you’ve seen his name, you know that isn’t easy – every day since then. 

I hope that he rots in hell. Or worse: I hope that someday Chicago will hire him in the BBA and force 

him to work for that Benny Vitale. That, my friend, would be a glorious day and a fitting torment.” 

Khudiadadzai declined to be interviewed for this story, but did send one comment via email: “Tell 

Humam I hope his arm falls off. Or worse, that he signs someday with Chicago.” 

Ouch. 
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Some Epilogues 
 

Hong Kong finally broke its season-long losing streak with a 9-3 win on July 16 against the 

Guangzhao Ports. The Bombadiers finished the season at 15-53, 36 games out of first.  

 

Manager Salim Khudiadadzai is currently unemployed – the team declined to renew his contract, 

and he left the team on Oct. 22. 

 

Humam’s career, predictably, came to a messy end not long after his ignominious July 12 outing. 

During an Aug. 1 game against – appropriately enough – Chengdu, he suffered a serious injury. Humam 

tore his UCL, went on the shelf for 9 months, and quietly retired on Sept. 19. 

 

His final season totals: 32 IP, 169 hits allowed, 240 runs allowed, 121 walks, 10 strikeouts, an ERA of 

63.00 and a FIP of 23.10. 

 

The final scouting assessment of Humam’s career is telling: 

 

Age: 31. 

Bats: Right. 

Throws: Right 

Morale: Angry. 
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If you’ve been around the BBA for any amount of time these days, you know 

the scoop. The Yellow Springs Nine are the surest thing since Linus and Lucy. 

A lock of abet to race to the Heartland title, but even more so to be watching 

the Landis victory parade from the sideline. Just how sure of a bet? 

Well…follow GM Ron Collins to the edge of the abyss, and then peer down. 

 

 

In the modern age, the Yellow Springs Nine franchise has won twelve division titles, and been 

to the post season nineteen times. Prior to that, the franchise had also won their division five times, 

and been to the post season another six times. So add it up and you get seventeen division titles and 

twenty-five post season appearances. 

You know what comes next. 

The Nine’s trophy case is empty. Bupkiss. Nada. No Landis Championships. 

Not a one. 

This season, after coming to the realization that—once again—it just was not happening, I 

asked myself a question. “Self?” I said. “What actually are the chances that this would happen? I 

mean. Seriously. Is this really a one in a million thing?” As my wife will tell you, it’s really not a 

bad thing for me to talk to myself, but when I ask myself questions, well…that’s when things tend 

to go off the rails. Because questions need answers, you know? As soon as I asked it, I had to see 

what the deal was. 

I decided to go about it this way: I asked: if I had 1 million teams going to the playoffs twenty-

five times, how many of them should come up empty? As soon as I did that, I knew I was on to 

something. All I needed was to determine the probability of any particular post season team 

winning a title, and I was in tall grass. 

I’ll spare you the esoterica (or at least I’ll leave the calculation of these odds to another section). 

But to make this “easy” I decided that on average, every Yellow Springs Nine team that made the 

pose season had a 13% chance of winning the title. This is a little squishy, but probably fair enough 

for this kind of Rube Goldberg study. 

Given this, the fun got started. 

To restate the question: 

 

If a million teams with a 13% chance to win a title go to the post 

season twenty-five times, how many will come away empty-handed? 
 

Of course I wrote a script. 

A simple little thing that essentially calculated batting averages of those million teams based on 

random number generator, then ran it. Then, to make it even more interesting I ran it four more 

times. Yes, I’m that weird. 

The answer is … um … well … 

On average, of those 1,000,000 playoff teams 969,108.4 won at least one Landis title. Let that 

sink in. 969,108.4 out of a million times, the Nine should have had at least one Landis by now. In 
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other words, 96.91% of the times a team that goes to the post season as often as the Nine have 

would have taken home at least one crown. 

Hell, about twenty versions of the Nine would have as many as twelve. Imagine that? A fucking 

dozen Landis’s floating around in that alternate timeline of anti-futility. Shake my goddamned 

head. 

Of course, this means that these million versions of the Nine came up empty handed 30,891.6 

times. So, it’s not like it’s totally unbelievable that this could happen. 

Unfortunately, this number got me asking another question, and we all know what that means. 

How many times would a Nine team have to go to the post-season before is should be literally 

guaranteed to win a Landis? (Enough of that 

shoeless, I heard the giggle). Emboldened to learn 

what this magic number was, I set upon updating 

the script to run fifty seasons. Surely that would do 

it, right? 

Not so fast, buddy. 

This is the Nine we’re talking about. 

It turns out that if a million versions of the Nine 

go to the post season fifty times, an average of 

950.4 sill still be without Landis. That’s .9%. Even 

the Nine should be able to pull that off. But, really, 

that’s not the answer we’re looking for now, is it? 

So I bumped it to 100 playoff appearances. 

That’s right. If a million Nine teams go to the 

postseason 100 times, surely that would be enough 

to guarantee a Landis. Again, though, not so fast. 

It’s close. But no banana. On average, going to the 

post season that often would still leave 1.6 Yellow 

Springs Nines with an empty trophy case. 

110 post season appearances? 

Nope. 

110 post season appearances still leave out .4 

Nines on average, and being the fateful fans we 

are, we know what side of the coin we fall on 

there. So I bumped it up to 115 post season 

appearances, and finally, yes, the Nine seem 

destined to reach Nirvana at that point. 115 post 

season appearances. Yeesh. 

On the whole, though, that’s good news. 

With twenty-five under our belt, we have only 

90 to go. 

 

  

HOW I CHOSE 13%: 

 

In going to the post season, the Nine have 

won their division 17 times, come second 7 

times, and third once. In modern day history, 

post season performance looks like this: 

 

Div Teams Titles % 

1st 274 37 13.5% 

2nd 142 8 5.6% 

3rd 42 2 4.8% 

 

When I do straight math here, I come up with 

a team of the Nine’s profile to have about 8% 

chance to win a title in any single season. At 

issue, though is that over the years, the BBA 

has had different numbers of teams, leading 

to different numbers of post season billets. 

When there are fewer teams in the mix, 

chances to win go up. Also, there have been 

several seasons where the Nine have had 

juggernaut teams, and hence likely much 

better than average chance. 

 

Adjustments needed to be made.  

 

After starting to do the math, I said screw it, 

I’ll take something a little lower than winning 

the division and have at it. 
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They’re back, friends. You know who I mean. All three of them, baby.
 

Omaha GM Justin Niles and Rockville GM Aaron Weiner once again take on the chore to 
sort out the future of the BBA, Johnson and Frick style. And after a brief hiatus, Neil 
Thomas, now with the Cedars of Beruit, takes his cuts once again with the new-look 

UMEBA. 
  

So, yeah. Our cup runneth over. We are blessed with gifts above all others. Or, well, to 
put it in the most sophomoric of terms: suck it all you other leagues! It’s a time for us to 

gonna settle in for the best damned previews in online sports! 
  



 

                                 BREWSTER BASEBALL ASSOCIATION – MEDIA GUIDE 2044 – Page 23 

 
The sun rises and sets on every empire -- even Hall of Famer Roman Empire (3004 

career hits) -- and we may have witnessed the official passing of the torch last season when the 

Rockville Pikemen lost to the Louisville Sluggers in the Landis Memorial Series in seven games, 

a series as notable to history as it is to the potential changing of the guard in the BBA.   

 

The Louisville Sluggers have now won the last two BBA titles.  The last team to do that?  

Rockville, in 2036-2037, and they were the first team in three decades to do it.  Louisville took 

only six years to duplicate the feat.  Louisville has now won three pennants in four years; the 

last team to do that?  Rockville, who is in fact the only team to win three straight pennants.   

 

Louisville might be in even more rare air than Rockville ever gained, too, as they have a 

chance next year to set a previously unreached mark in the modern era:  three straight BBA 

titles.  They also have a chance to be just the second team in BBA history to win three straight 

pennants and the second team to win four pennants in five years, which was done just once, by 

the 2005-2009 Las Vegas dynasty, often considered the greatest dynasty in the history of the 

BBA. 

 

It’s a little facile to compare Louisville to those teams, which averaged 104 wins in those 

four seasons, including maybe the greatest team in history, the 2006 115-win Las Vegas team, 

which had five Hall of Famers in their prime.  To put this into perspective, in Louisville’s preview 

I’m celebrating Semei Kwakou and Theo Bourges for being a rare pair of 6 WAR 

teammates...and that Las Vegas team had FIVE PLAYERS with 6 WAR.  I’m fairly sure that 

couldn’t happen now; Louisville is playing in a much more diluted league, where there are more 

teams to bid on talent, steal players away, and just make life harder for dynasties.  The 

Sluggers have already done some things that few teams have ever done, and this year, they’ll 

get their chance to grab the Holy Grail of a three-peat. 

 

Of course, there’s the real chance that the Sluggers, who have a number of injury-prone 

pitchers, might not even make it to the playoffs.  Such are the slings and arrows of outrageous 

fortune.  If Louisville isn’t going to three-peat, Yellow Springs has to be both at the top and 

bottom of any potential champions list; the Nine’s inability to win a title despite year after year 

of excellence is starting to become as much of a league joke as the endless Des Moines playoff 

drought.  Yellow Springs’ 110-win season had a familiar end in the Cartwright Cup last year.  

Even they have issues, as Dong-Po Thum is set to be a free agent this year and could set off an 

Aki Kondo-like bidding war. 

 

After Yellow Springs, there’s a massive power void in the FL, made bigger by 

Sacramento’s entirely remade pitching staff; the Nine were 20 games ahead of anyone besides 

Sacramento.  Speaking of the Mad Popes, we’ve projected them to make the playoffs, but it’s 

not impossible they fall 20 games this year from their 105-win season last year.  San Fernando 

was projected in these pages to finish with 90 losses last year, and 91 wins seems like an 

absolute maximum for that team.  Chicago doesn’t have a single superstar, so expecting them 

to win more than 90 games is absurd.  Hawaii is a rising team, though it’s hard to say how high 

they can climb. 

 

As for the teams that didn’t make the playoffs, Twin Cities was the best, and they could 

make the postseason this year.  Omaha was the winner of the Aki Kondo sweepstakes and 

could rise back into relevance again; they’ve done it every other year for a while.  Long Beach 

had a huge spending spree, though they have an awfully long way to climb.  Seattle is always 

unpredictable, and Nashville’s new ownership might have something to say about contending 
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for a wild card.  Even – gasp – Des Moines has a chance in the new look Frick League, where 

teams fight to see who gets to be the team to upset the Nine’s playoff run. 

 

In Johnson League pennant-winning Rockville, they managed to continue sloughing off 

talent and still looking sprightly; this year they lost shortstop Pedro Diaz and DH Lorenzo 

Palacios and just slid superstar infielder Daniel Pepper over to shortstop and promising 

youngster Matthew Reilly to DH.  The bigger question might be whether long-time rotation 

stalwart Dan Cannon can still pitch at a high level, and he’s surely not going to be around next 

year.  Still, their best player now is an 8 WAR reliever, so they might still be fine. 

 

Rockville tied for the top of their division last year with New Orleans and Charm City at 

97 wins, and Charm City was not only the winner of the round robin last year but picked up Yi-

ke Hsiao; to be their best, Charm City will need to keep Feliciano Rafael upright.  New Orleans 

dropped a couple of regulars this offseason but might not have gotten worse either; this very 

old dynasty might be coming back for a second run. 

 

San Antonio is still a contender, too, even without Aki Kondo and Yrrigs Carpenter, 

because they were just so outstanding last year.  They may have the best lineup in the Johnson 

League, and they still have Ruben Rivera and Ruben Vazquez as rotation headliners.  Second 

place Edmonton has some pretty impressive bats too, and they could potentially rise up and 

take over first place.  Atlantic City, the other playoff team last year, should still be considered a 

contender despite a lot of offseason movement, especially considering they have the best 

player in baseball in Juan Rivera.  Mexico City finished just two games behind Atlantic City in 

the wild card race and picked up JL ERA leader Luis Gracia, who still has plenty left in the tank.  

Oh yeah, and Recte is back in Vegas, who picked up a bunch of ground this offseason but has a 

way to go to get back to contention. 

 

Then it gets a little murky.  Brooklyn finished .500 last year but lost Cris Rios and maybe 

a little ground.  Calgary may have gained a lot more ground than people think, especially if, as 

I think, that Matt Normore and Todd Rice will take to Calgary like a fish to water and Tim Battle 

can adequately replace Liann-wei Mao.   Boise still has French and Roman (who are both 

American).  There’s no reason why some team like Montreal or Phoenix doesn’t have a 

puncher’s chance.  The JL doesn’t seem quite as wide open as the Frick League’s non-Yellow 

Springs tier, but there are still plenty of teams who could rise up and make noise. 

 

Just keep in mind that any ticket to the postseason is good enough.  Last year, Rockville 

was the #4 seed in the Johnson League and Louisville was the #6 seed in the Frick League, and 

both teams defeated the #1 and #2 seed in their respective leagues to make it to the Landis.  

Sneaking into the playoffs has its benefits. 

 

It’s a huge league now, 32 teams, and so it’s harder than ever before to stay on top.   

 

However, the Louisville Sluggers have gone in through the front door as 111-win 

juggernauts, and they have now gone through the back door as the lowest playoff seed to ever 

win a championship.  At this point, all the doors seem open to their place in history, and it’ll be 

exciting to watch to see if they can do what no other team has done before and win their third 

straight championship.  
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FL Pacific Preview 
 

             
 

 
Sacramento won the FL Pacific last year in a runaway, winning 105 games and knocking out 

the competition by fourteen games.  Based on the offseason, that should not be how 2044 goes.  

The Mad Popes, who had one of the more stable franchises in terms of talent for decades, lost the 

upper 3/5 of their starting rotation and are now running maybe the worst rotation of all the division 

contenders. 

 

So why do I still have them at 92 wins?  A few reasons.  First is that their top three bullpen 

members last year combined for over 300 innings of superb baseball, so they might be a little more 

consistent than we think.  Second is that I think you could probably throw an Australian tree frog 

onto the mound in South Pacific Field and it could get at least a 5 flat ERA, and their offense is still 

very good.  Still, don’t be surprised at all to see their win total in the 80s and them out of the 

playoffs completely for the first time in over a decade. 

 

By far the best bet to take over the division from them in my mind is Hawaii, whose offense 

is also very good and who has one of the top starting pitchers in all of baseball, Alaric 

Wullenweber.  I’ve got Hawaii grabbing the fourth wild card this year, which would mark two 

straight playoff appearances. 

 

I think that San Fernando will fall back significantly from their high water mark last year of 

91 wins, in part because last year was an unusually good one for poor control pitchers and their 

team is laden with them, but they’ll still stay in the mix.  I’m also moving Vancouver up to a .500 

record with a chance at a wild card, because I like their team’s consistency on both sides of the 

diamond. 

 

The biggest question to answer is Long Beach, who has made a real charge this year 

towards respectability.  The danger I see in their move is that nearly all of the players they signed 

had much better contract years than the rest of their seasons, so I’m skeptical, and it’s reflected in 

their 86 losses.  They could be a lot better than that.  Seattle could be, too.  Just keep in mind that 

they both had a long way to go to get back. 

 

No mystery at all about Portland or Valencia, though I had Portland a few games better 

before Robert Menzies went down for half a season.  He’s irreplaceable there.  But the rest of 

the division is absolutely cloaked in intrigue, and it could be the most interesting division to 

watch all year long.   
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2044 PREDICTED STANDINGS 
 

SACRAMENTO MAD POPES  92 – 70 

HAWAII TROPICS     86 – 76 

SAN FERNANDO BEARS    82 – 80 

VANCOUVER MOUNTIES   81 – 81 

SEATTLE STORM      77 – 85 

LONG BEACH SURFERS    76 – 86 

PORTLAND LUMBERJACKS   68 – 94 

VALENCIA STARS      67 – 95 
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Was last year the last hurrah for the Sacramento Mad Popes?  No team lost more talent 

this offseason by a long shot, and one of the longest-running shows in the BBA has come 
to an end with the loss of Luis Gracia, Cisco Morales, and Miguel Ramos, one by trade and 
two by free agency.  Can Sacramento, who hemorrhaged talent this offseason, find some 

divination in the remnants, or will this sacrilege end their long-time playoff run? 
 

It’s long been theorized that this franchise could run just about anyone out 
on the mound and still finish somewhere on the top half of the team pitching 
stats, something that has proven true a number of times.  That theory will 

be tested again this year.  There’s a real chance this team sets a record for 
least strikeouts by a pitching staff in a single season:  no kidding.  Dani 

Garcia, their projected ace, was a productive pitcher last year but struck 
out just 4.8 batters per nine innings.  It’s hard to believe that’ll get it done 
again.  Control specialist Eustace Tilley was even worse:  3.2 batters per 

nine.  The team is also going to try to count on what’s left of Knud Zeitler 
after multiple major arm injuries.  Manuel Andres will be high leverage 

somehow, probably as a starter, and may suffer when people start to draw walks again. 
They may try to use free agent signee Mark Perkins somewhere this year.  The Mad Popes 

are going to have to lean on stalwart relievers Manuel Cruz and Marco Vitalle, who are very 
good pitchers, but questions abound. 
 

Fortunately, the Sacramento offense has a lot of strong performers.  The Mad Popes have 
have David Simpson, still regarded as one of the most highly regarded players in the game, 

and two remarkably consistent stars in Po-Sin Shi and Quant Kouros.  Free agent signing 
Ramon Pagan feels like a big get.  Edgardo Encarnacion wasn’t impressive last year after 
coming over in 2042 from Jacksonville, but he could rebound.  Kaz Saito was a lot better 

last year and can be better still.  A shortstop fight:  Henri Charriere vs. Thomas Kramer.  
Don’t be surprised to see them deal Encarnacion, in a contract year, instead of choosing; 

both players are stellar defenders.  Jorge Lugo could bounce back at third base.  The Mad 
Popes play superb defense and can run better than anyone, as their 247 stolen bases were 
fifty more than 2nd place Madison and almost a hundred more than anyone else. 

 
The Mad Popes have some significant contracts coming up:  Encarnacion this year, Simpson 

in 2045 and Po-sin Shi in 2046, and will also have to figure out what to do with Quant 
Kouros after 2046, when he’ll surely want a raise.  However, their long-term cap situation 
is excellent, and they have almost no guaranteed long-term money on the books after 

2045, though Simpson and Shi should eat into that in a hurry.  The team does have some 
nice long-term prospects in Marvin Winston, Ka’im Khayri and Okyay Nisanci, so that’s a 

plus.   
 
 

2044 PROJECTION: 92 – 70  

FRICK LEAGUE – PACIFIC DIVISION 

SACRAMENTO MAD POPES 
GENERAL MANAGER: Doug Olmsted Ballpark: South Pacific Field 
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Hawaii finally broke through last year, making the playoffs and even winning a playoff 
series last year before running into the Yellow Springs meat grinder.  While they were 

losers in free agency, it’s difficult to quibble with their giving up on Manuel Aguilar, Jr. 
whose solid 2.4 WAR last year was better than his previous two years combined.  Armed 

with maybe the best starting pitcher and pure hitter in the Frick League, and a deep, 
talented lineup that finished second in in runs scored last year, Hawaii is clearly an 

ascending team.  How high could they go this year?   
 
Hawaii hasn’t been known for offense, but they’re trying to change that perception.  The 

Tropics absolutely smashed their team record for runs scored last year, as their 874 runs 
marked the first time in team history they had scored as many as 800 runs in a season, 

and in a down year for offense overall.  In case you were wondering, the explosion is no 
fluke.  Sure, we could expect some regression to the mean from FL Sawyer Silk Award 
winner Ernest McBride, but he’s still one of the best bats in the game.  Replacing Aguilar 

might be Bronx Cortez, whose lefty power bat and solid defense could be a nice addition 
to a strong lineup that includes a number of big stars like Mike Campbell, Bastiao Fardos, 

Ron Shiplack and Gary Allen, and the team added Ronnie Hubbard halfway through the 
year.  The team is unusually right-handed for a strong lineup, as only Fardos is a lefty 
among the top hitters, so we could see some fallback from the team across the board.  The 

team is also productive defensively, though the one place they might miss Aguilar is at first 
base, where he was an excellent defender. 

 
Their pitching staff didn’t approach the top-tier teams last 
year; they’re mired smack in the middle of maybe the third 

tier.  Alaric Wullenweber, of course, is not the reason:  he 
led all FL starting pitchers in WAR for the second straight 

season last year, losing an historic Steve Nebraska race to 
Tiernan O’Macken, the first FL reliever ever to win the award.  
(I voted for Lorenzo de’ Medici.)  However, the Tropics got 

excellent performances from the rest of their rotation, Zak 
Johnson, Niccolo Destefani and Jesus Gonzalez, all of whom are rock solid starters.  The 

team has several candidates for their fifth starter spot, though the idea of a four-man 
rotation isn’t completely absurd if they go that route.  Stephen Taub’s best days are behind 
him, but he’s still an adequate swingman.  The Tropics’ bullpen is led solidly by the trio of 

Luis Santiago, Felipe Lopez, and Norm McConnell. 
 

Hawaii, who had to pay for Mike Campbell, doesn’t have the glut of cap space they used 
to, and have a number of key players hitting arbitration next year which might make it 
very hard to re-sign Ronnie Hubbard, even if they can get Taub off their cap.  The cupboard 

is almost bare on the farm other than Cortez, so they’re going to have to figure this one 
out.  Still, this is a high quality team with a lot of promise and despite the fact that I think 

they fall back a little, they should be good for 85 wins this year. 
 

2044 PROJECTION: 86 – 76  

FRICK LEAGUE – PACIFIC DIVISION 

HAWAII TROPICS 
GENERAL MANAGER: James Walker Ballpark: Hawai’I Le’ahi Diamond Head Park 
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It’s fairly rare that I get smacked down, but I did by Randy Weigand last year when he 
said he’d beat my 90-loss projection by at least ten games, if not more.  I doubt he had 

19 in the pool either; San Fernando won 91 games last year.  That said, I doubt that any 
team benefitted more from the offensive implosion last year than the Bears, and I’m not 

sure how far off I was if things had stayed static.  That makes them a little bit of an 
unknown going into 2044, and it’ll make my job harder. 

 
San Fernando continued to hit, but their pitchers didn’t throw walks, and that led to some 
surprising results, like Bron Cortez throwing 22 walks in 108 innings after coming off the 

DL.  If Cortez has a 2.2 BB/9 ratio again (assuming the engine has been fixed), I will eat 
a sock live on camera and post it to next year’s previews.  It helped Felipe Guevara, too, 

and Nishikawa, and even the control pitchers on the staff.  Because the starters were able 
to throw more pitches the sandblasted bullpen didn’t have to throw as many, and the team 
finished a startling seventh place in runs allowed.  That probably won’t happen again, 

either, especially since their margins just got smaller with Pancho German hitting free 
agency. 

 
Of course, it might not matter that much what their pitching staff 
does if their hitting is as good as it might be this year.  In a year 

when nobody scored 900 runs, San Fernando scored 892 to lead the 
Frick League.  Alex Ramirez didn’t win his first Sawyer Silk, but he 

was arguably the most valuable player.  He’s expected to fall back 
from 8.3 WAR to 6 WAR, which makes him a superstar.  A number of 
players are likely to rise and fall in this lineup, like long-time Rockville 

Pikeman Lorenzo Palacios who replaces Lionel Crepin and could even 
improve the lineup.  Quinn Richardson might fall back offensively and 

Reggie Vargas might be better.  We might have seen a career year out of Cris Martinez, 
though he can still play.  It’s a really stellar lineup without any holes and an embarrassment 
of riches. 

 
So what to make of this team?  Is their pitching staff really better than we thought it was, 

or will it rise more to the expectations of the scouts?  There’s no question that they hit 
their upper limit last year, as it’s nearly impossible to imagine them allowing less than 800 
runs in a normal year.  With a little bit of luck and maybe a sneaky in-season move, the 

Bears might be able to improve.  They’re going to have to do it from outside the 
organization, as the one and only player who might help them this year is top prospect 

Roberto Rivera, who happens to play the same position as Alex Ramirez.  It wouldn’t be 
surprising at all to see the Bears score and give up 900 runs again, in which case they’ll 
finish right around .500 this season.  That seems right. 

 
 

2044 PROJECTION: 82 – 80 
  

FRICK LEAGUE – PACIFIC DIVISION 

SAN FERNANDO BEARS 
GENERAL MANAGER: Randy Weigand Ballpark: Chico’s Bail Bonds Field 
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Vancouver’s record actually improved last year from 88 losses to 85 losses, more or less 
hitting their prediction on the nose.  In fact, it makes one reflect on their lone playoff season 

over the past three, their 2041 season, when the Mounties looked like a team on the rise, 
and is making it look like a pitching fluke.  At this point it appears much more like the 

Mounties are more like the San Fernando Bears, where they have to outhit their pitching 
staff.  They have the horses to do it, maybe.  Can the Mounties regain the magic they had 
three years ago or are they destined for more mediocrity? 

 
One of the concerns that Vancouver has to have about the hitting is 

the fact that their top hitters were actually very good last year.  Jeffrey 
Smith and Fernando Castillo both had 5 WAR last year, the same as 
2041, while Alejandro Ortiz had his third straight 3-WAR season.  

Angel Gonzalez has never come close to the gaudy numbers he put up 
in 2041, but he’s still an outstanding regular outfielder.  Shipping out 

Masaki Sato made sense, since they weren’t going to pay him and 
Vancouver can try out Brad Parkinson at DH.  David Noboru and Hank 
Brewer are on the downside of their career, but they provide some 

veteran leadership, and there’s a chance that Brewer is better than they’ve had at catcher 
lately.  Still, there has to be some concern that the team isn’t hitting quite enough, 

considering all the ballpark renovations I blamed last year for their plummet from 90 wins. 
 
Vancouver’s pitching staff hasn’t come close to their 2041 result, even though a lot of the 

same pitchers are still there.  Lando Klomp has one of the best contracts in the BBA, but 
you have to think he’d want a lot more money after rock-solid #2 starter type seasons.  

Miguel Ayala has also been very solid for the Mounties, and Gustavo Hernandez has been a 
quality rotation member for Vancouver.  The difficulty has been finding rotation depth and 
solid bullpen work, and while the team has some high hopes for Daniel Avila he hasn’t done 

the job yet, and Angel Romero and Richie Vanness will have to prove they can do it for a 
whole season.  Quentin Mullins needs to find his changeup.  The bullpen is marginal, but 

less than that if Raul Garcia doesn’t find his way back from a disastrous 2043 season where 
he gave up 17 homers in 72 innings.  Angel Herrera is also not strictly reliable. 

 
The Mounties have built up their farm over recent years and now have a few prospects; 
Francisco Martinez might be a help in a year or two.  Vancouver has built a sustainable cap 

situation, though their $73 million in cap space in 2046 is sure to be eaten up by Angel 
Gonzalez, Fernando Castillo, Alejandro Ortiz, and Lando Klomp, all of whom are scheduled 

to be free agents that year.  The danger here is that they’d potentially be paying full price 
for an 85-win team.  In my mind, if they’re smart, they’ll trade at least one of those players, 
this year, when there’s less pressure to do so.  They need to expand the base of their farm 

and become a more complete team to really climb the ladder back.  That doesn’t appear to 
be the trajectory they’re on, though, so we’ll see if they can compete for a wild card this 

year. 
 

2044 PROJECTION: 81 – 81  

FRICK LEAGUE – PACIFIC DIVISION 

VANCOUVER MOUNTIES 
GENERAL MANAGER: Taylor Bettencourt Ballpark: Northwoods Outpost 
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Even last year, when I predicted the Storm would fall back, they 

still fell way further than I had them.  Seattle’s pitching staff 
imploded last year and their offense may have actually 
overachieved based on their team offensive WAR, a pathetic 5.4 

for the whole team (or less than Charm City’s Jose Toledo).  To 
counter their pathetic offensive output, the Storm went out and 

spent megabucks on Pedro Diaz and also traded for Calgary’s 
Liann-wei Mao, meaning that by the numbers, Seattle is the third most improved team after 
Long Beach and Omaha.  They have a long way to climb back to respectability, even if they 

weren’t really as bad as their FL-worst 99 losses last year.  I’m likely to get this preview 
wrong no matter what I do (99 losses was outside my margin of error again last year), so 

let’s see if they can win the Landis! 
 
The offense is led by Alexander Julyan, who last year began living up to some of the promise 

that made him at one time the #1 prospect in the BBA, but this year he might have help.  
Mao is a big get for the Storm, and even despite a bit of a down year last year he’s got 

loads of talent.  Pedro Diaz is also a nice get:  his defense is excellent, he hits almost league 
average from shortstop and led the JL in stolen bases last year.  Past that they didn’t get 

much production from anyone, but players like Aires Penharanda, Eric Jones, and Jared 
Bolen could all show improvement this year.  Surely as long as they stay healthy, a 5 team 
WAR is a thing of the past; look for double digits at least this year. 

 
The pitching staff has some problems, but they also have some top talent.  Often we’ve said 

that this team will be productive if Ken Walter stays healthy.  Well, Walter stayed healthy 
all year last year:  enough to lead the FL in losses and post a 6.37 ERA.  He’s just not the 
pitcher he used to be and is choking the life out of the cap.  Hector Marquez is still amazing, 

however, and signed super-cheap, which means you might see him traded if Seattle goes 
the rebuilding route.  Yasir Bin Lufti might be one of the most underrated pitchers in the 

BBA, and he was very impressive last year.  Luther Summers might be on a contract drive. 
Lane Aldridge is just hanging on by his fingernails.  The bullpen is “led” by Jarred Perkins, 
who was just awful last year.  However, he gave up a startling 22 homers last year despite 

no apparent loss of stamina or velocity, so he should bounce back.  The rest of the Seattle 
bullpen, however, ranges from prospects to marginal, back-end guys and probably won’t 

be productive this year. 
 
The Walter deal is making it impossible for Seattle to move very far forward, and his 

horrendous performance last year makes him the biggest yoke around the neck of the 
Storm.  At some point they might just have to bite the bullet on him and buy him out.  The 

Diaz contract, while huge, might work out okay, though at $21 million a year there’s likely 
zero upside.  They do have a few prospects, but most what you see is what you get.  What 
you might get is a serious bounceback, maybe all the way to .500, but it’s hard to see them 

as a contender until we see them do it.  
 

2044 PROJECTION: 77 – 85  

FRICK LEAGUE – PACIFIC DIVISION 

SEATTLE STORM 
GENERAL MANAGER: Nathan Egan Ballpark: King County Complex 
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It’s not really proper to call the Long Beach Surfers a part of the FL Pacific implosion; while 
they were one of four teams in the division to lose at least 94 games, their 95 losses was 

actually an improvement of 9 wins over the year before.  So, um, progress.  Speaking of 
progress, the Surfers decided that this was the year they were going to try to ride the wave, 

signing several big-name free agents and pushing their payroll to $91 million.  The Surfers 
have been wiped out for the last three seasons:  is this the year they hang ten?  (Please 
don’t wax me.) 

 
Most of the additions were on the offensive side, and while all are 

upgrades, it remains to be seen how good the offense can be even 
with the newcomers.  Mario Barrera doesn’t have to fill Jared 
Gillstrom’s shoes; he has to fill a retired 39-year-old Jared Gillstrom’s 

shoes.  No pressure there at all.  Long Beach is hoping that big years 
by Manuel Aguilar, Lionel Crepin, and Millard Younger last year weren’t 

just contract drives.  Luis Gonzalez, a solid, 2 WAR, late add to the 
team, completes the outfield overhaul.  As for the holdovers, Gonzalo 
Martinez is the best of them, posting three straight years of 3 WAR 

seasons from DH, no small feat.  Kelile Komen has been a solid catcher.  Promising young 
middle infielder Tomas Borges had a spectacular September callup, but his stroke is still a 

little raw.  I think Cary Brackett’s beats out Dashiell Faireborn and others.  All of their 
imports play good defense, and the Surfers could be one of the better defensive teams in 
the FL in 2044. 

 
Before the spending spree, the Surfers were a team built around one man, Danya 

Tchekanov, and they still are.  No matter how bad the Surfers are, Satan’s Whelp has had 
double digit wins since 2039.  Ernesto Delgado almost outpitched him last year, though the 
Surfers have to be concerned about the month and a half he spent on the DL.  Similarly, 

the team is hopeful that Mathieu Valette comes back from his torn UCL, as the young righty 
has a lot of potential.  Yrrigs Carpenter was bought as an insurance policy, though Carpenter 

also has had two major surgeries on his right elbow.  If this sounds a little shaky to you, it 
should.  It remains to be seen whether Cornelio Lozano can pitch, so we’ll probably see a 

lot of promising pitchers Raul Alvarez and Jorge Alfaro.  The bullpen looks very shallow. 
 
The Surfers do have a few players on the farm that could sub in, but nobody that’s really 

going to really help this season.  So they’re counting on the team on the field to get the job 
done.  The contracts they signed are all interesting:  Aguilar’s deal is probably four years 

with two team options at the end.  Younger, 26, and Carpenter, 27, could opt out after two 
years, Barrera three.  I wouldn’t expect to see them all on the squad in 2047, and that’s 
probably fine with Long Beach.  In the final analysis, it’s not whether Long Beach is better 

this year, but how much.  I doubt they get all the way back with a still-starless offense, but 
stranger things have happened. 

 
 

2043 PROJECTION: 76 – 86  

FRICK LEAGUE – PACIFIC DIVISION 

LONG BEACH SURFERS 
GENERAL MANAGER: Stephen Lane Ballpark: Vito Costantino Memorial Stadium 
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A lot of things went wrong on the way to Portland being terrible last year, and even then 
they weren’t quite as bad as their 97-loss season suggested, as their expected record was 
69-93.  However, there are some warning signs on the horizon for the franchise that they 

might take a step right back, and while they avoided the 100-loss whammy last year they 
can’t be that happy with the results of their offseason spending plan.  In addition, Robert 

Menzies will be out for half the year, a serious blow to an offensive improvement.  Can they 
move the dial forward in 2044? 
 

The reason the team had the dough to sign Kevin Morales, who has the option to leave after 

this season, is because Hector Amaral opted out, and that wasn’t even the worst of their 
two big pitcher signings last year.  Pedro Rocha, a stalwart starter for a decade, suffered a 
two-month arm injury and doesn’t look quite the same coming back this year.  He’s got the 

option to opt in for the next five years.  Ouch.  On the bright side, rookie Francisco Franco 
looked great last year and should be a solid #2-3 starter for a long time.  Terrence Kelly 

had a little trouble striking out batters, but otherwise looked quite solid last year for the 
Lumberjacks.  He should be fine.  Along with Morales, whose 2034 Steve Nebraska award 
seems like another lifetime, this isn’t a bad rotation at all.  We might even see Gusby 

Pinkerton this year, who looks like he could be really good.  The bullpen continues to be a 
tire fire, but the team finished in the middle of the pack, so maybe they can stay there. 
 

The big problem last year was the offense, and it’s hard to say why 

that happened.  It wasn’t because of Robert Menzies, who rewarded 
my faith in him by doing 100% of what I said he’d do:  he led the 

league in walks and OBP and hit double digit homers and had 6 WAR.  
It’s actually shocking that he did all of that and the offense still 
finished – get this – dead last.  They actually finished with more wins 

above replacement than many of the teams ahead of them, so we 
could maybe expect some improvement.  Some of the problem was 

that a number of Portland’s players are good at drawing walks, like 
Manuel Martinez, in an historically bad year for walks.  Most of their hitters were down in 
walks, including Menzies, who had well over 100 in 2042.  Juan Mendoza started to show 

some signs of turning 30, and neither of their two trades for offense, Bartolo Ortiz and 
Werner McConnell, Jr., worked out at all.  Still, this is a team that could have bounced back 

to the middle of the pack offensively if not for the loss of Menzies. 
 

Portland appears to be a team where the rotation looks like it’s ascending somewhat, the 
offense could be fine by midseason, and they have a legitimate young superstar shortstop 

if he comes back whole.  Still, I’d feel a little better about the whole thing if they would stop 
dealing away all of their young talent.  Dealing Matt Normore for Ortiz, who could opt out 
as early as this season, was a head-shaking move.  As a result, the farm is basically bare, 

and the team is coming off a 97-loss season and has a $105 million payroll.  They could be 
a lot better than last year, and there’s even a puncher’s chance at a wild card.  But it’s 

important to remember that this team finished last place in offense last year and should 
also have serious bullpen issues, so I can’t move much off the projection I had last year. 
 

2044 PROJECTION: 68 – 94  

FRICK LEAGUE – PACIFIC DIVISION 

PORTLAND LUMBERJACKS 
GENERAL MANAGER: Chris Wilson Ballpark: The Trail in Multnomah 
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Valencia had the most long-term management stability of any team in the BBA until last 
year, when Lee Honigsfeld stepped down to spend more time with his family.  After Lee left, 

Valencia had quite a bit of upheaval last year:  they’re now under new management for the 
second time in less than a year.  Greg Smothers, the new GM of Valencia, has to be 

wondering what he’s walked into after a short-term GM who will remain nameless here 
traded away two of their top players for magic beans within the span of a week.  Smothers 
kept the ship steady the rest of the year but the damage had been done.  The Stars may 

have the league’s best position player, but the team also has a lot more questions than 
answers, which is why they fell to 94 losses last year, and it’s hard to see how they’re going 

to return to relevance. 
 
Aaron Haney is still maybe the best baseball player in the BBA, a true 50-50 player who has 

been just amazing in his four seasons.  However, his supporting cast diminished greatly 
with the loss of Ramon Pagan last year via trade, even if Pagan really was the third wheel.  

The team might be able to improve somewhat internally if players like Gene Meade and 
Julio Guerra improve, and they both could this year.  Kenan Reis is their best chance at a 
rising star, and he could improve over time.  The team does have a rapidly improving 

catcher in Mario Rolo, who’s solid defensively as well.  However, that’s about the best the 
Stars can offer.  The Stars could have a league average offense this year, but that’s about 

as high as they’re going to go, especially with their noted pitcher’s park. 
 
The pitching staff isn’t a complete mess after the loss of Jose 

Martinez, but to this day nobody quite knows why they traded him – 
unless he was clear he wouldn’t re-sign with the team.  Jafar Hamid 

was a mediocre rotation player last year, and while he gave up 48 
homers all his other numbers looked solid.  Jorge Garcia, their 
supposed #2 starter, had almost the same year as Hamid.  Brian 

Butler is really more of a swingman, Peter Dickerson is really more 
of the type of pitcher you see on 90-loss teams, and Dusty Garcia is pretty darn rough.  The 

bullpen is led by youngster John Olson, who has yet to prove he can pitch in the big leagues, 
and Jorge Martinez, who might be the best pitcher on the Stars. 

 
It’s mystifying to me why the previous management would have traded Martinez for such a 
poor haul; it’s a bizarre set of circumstances that led to the GM’s immediate departure.  The 

team doesn’t have much in the way of prospects, and while we might see potentially solid 
rotation member Carlos Silva this year, we might not, too.  I’m going to say exactly the 

same thing I said last year, and I mean it:  this team should make a big trade and deal 
away Aaron Haney.  Haney can’t be allowed to walk for nothing, and it would likely set off 
a bidding war, or should, since he’s had four straight years of 7 WAR.  With all the other 

contracts hollowed out, though, they could also choose to try to keep Haney at a huge 
number and try to ride his coattails into the future.  Whatever they decide, they’re not going 

anywhere this year. 
 

2044 PROJECTION: 67 – 95  

FRICK LEAGUE – PACIFIC DIVISION 

VALENCIA STARS 
GENERAL MANAGER: Greg Smothers Ballpark: Honigsfeld Field 
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FL Heartland Preview 
 

 

            
 

 
Yellow Springs has won their division seven out of the last nine years, and five out of the 

last six, and the only time they lost, they won 106 games.  So we don’t have to worry about who’s 

projected to win; if someone beats Yellow Springs it will be because they had a fantastic, once-in-

a-lifetime season.  With that out of the way, let’s figure out the horse race for second place. 

 

Right now, I have it Louisville, Omaha, Chicago, but I don’t feel particularly good about the 

order.  If I’m really thinking of who might have the best team and who might stay healthiest, I 

might go Omaha, Chicago, Louisville.  Still, I’m giving a little bit of sway to the defending champs, 

who do also have an excellent ballclub and signed Ross Quicker, who has been one of the most 

consistent 4 WAR people in the game.  

 

The Sluggers also have the most top talent of the group, but Omaha did close the gap on 

them somewhat by acquiring Aki Kondo and Jorge Hernandez.  The Hawks, who are now pressed 

really close to the cap, have a seriously impressive rotation and a lineup with lots of potential but 

not a lot in the bullpen.  They also have a longer way to go, as they lost 90 games last year. 

 

Why Chicago over Louisville, other than the fact that’s how it played out last year?  Chicago 

just has better depth than the Sluggers; I imagine in my head on occasion that if a team lost their 

top three players, who would be better?  Chicago might be better than Louisville without its top 

three players, though not by a whole lot.  I’m low on Chicago’s chances for a Landis, but they 

should be a playoff team. 

 

The other teams in this division aren’t left for dead, either; I don’t have a single team losing 

a median 90 games, with Madison’s 87 losses the lowest number; Madison could slip a lot further if 

they rebuild but I think their top talent is way too big for them to lose 95 games.  Twin Cities is the 

best of the rest, and they should eke out a winning record.  I’m not particularly impressed by 

Nashville, but they have been consistently average.  I even see the flicker of life inside Des Moines’ 

heart of darkness, as they have remade themselves post-Don Smith with players they got for Don 

Smith.  The Kernels an interesting sleeper for the last wild card, actually, though I’d put my money 

on one of the other guys. 

 

Oh, and Yellow Springs?  My entire preview visits the Dong-po Thum situation and 

contemplates their supreme power; so it shall be again in 2044, as the Nine should have no 

problem securing the first round bye. 
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2044 PREDICTED STANDINGS 
 

YELLOW SPRINGS NINE   102 – 60 

LOUISVILLE SLUGGERS   90 – 72 

OMAHA CYCLONES     88 – 74 

CHICAGO BLACK SOX    87 – 75 

TWIN CITIES RIVER MONSTERS 84 – 78 

NASHVILLE BLUEBIRDS   80 – 82 

DES MOINES KERNELS    76 – 86 

MADISON WOLVES     75 – 87 
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Yellow Springs, as ever, is an enigma wrapped inside a question wrapped inside a inquiry, 
all wrapped up in a burrito with lots of sour cream, and very, very salty.  Really, the perfect 

metaphor for this franchise is sour cream: this is clearly the top franchise in the BBA in so 
many metrics except for one:  championships.  The Nine have yet to win their first title and 

nobody knows quite why or can even hypothesize the reason.  Is this a team that, for lack 
of a better word, chokes?  Do they get under the bright lights of the playoffs and mentally 
implode?  It’s silly to suggest there’s been one better team every year, especially during 

their recent two 110-win seasons.  What’s it going to take for the Nine to bring home a 
championship to Ohio? 

 
The biggest question, of course, is whether keeping a team that hasn’t won 
the title together is the best move.  The most notable player the Nine lost 

this year was Mario Deortez, who was acquired for nothing and did almost 
nothing for Yellow Springs last year, but this year the Nine are looking at 

the pending free agency of Dong-po Thum  Thum was the team’s best 
player even last year, when he fell from 9 WAR to 5 WAR, in part because 
he had 45 steals and played his usual outstanding defense.  Even on a 

team as deep and talented as Yellow Springs, Thum would have to be replaced by some 
kind of platoon that wouldn’t be as good as Thum.  It’s going to be very tricky to sign Thum, 

who is still just 26 years old and in the prime of his career, especially if Rex Foster or Tomas 
Ramirez take off this year.   
 

The Nine have been unusually muted on their superstar.  They’re projected for $7 million in 
cap space next year with Thum their only free agent of note, and I think they’d be willing 

to part with Luis Pena and Mark Haynes without batting an eye.  That would bring them to 
18 million and likely let them do some cap gymnastics. 
 

That said, let’s say they manage to make about $20 million in cap space for Thum.  I can’t 
see him signing for less than about $20 million per year or less than six years, and it might 

be much more than this.  The addition of Dave Lee might make it more palatable to lose 
Carlos Pineda, but barring a trade, the team letting Ricardo Mendoza or Rex Foster go 

outright, or something else unpalatable, I don’t know how they keep Thum and Pineda. 
 
What does all of this mean?  We may see Thum on the move this year, and that could shake 

up the BBA, as Thum has been one of the very best players in the BBA since his rookie 
season.  Is it smart to let him go and get fresh blood in there?  Is he the one player the 

team can’t afford to lose?  It’s that kind of question that could keep a GM up at night, and 
it’ll be interesting to see how they resolve one of the biggest questions in the league.  Oh 
yeah, and they’re going to win a shitload of games as long as they stay reasonably healthy. 

 

 
2044 PROJECTION: 102 – 60 

  

FRICK LEAGUE – HEARTLAND DIVISION 

YELLOW SPRINGS NINE 
GENERAL MANAGER: Ron Collins Ballpark: Utopia Field 
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Civilized people can probably argue whether Semei Kwakou and Theo Bourges or Boise’s 
Dennis French and Felix Roman are the best outfield duo in the current BBA.  Only a handful 

of teams have had two players with 6 WAR each; both sets of players have done it twice in 
the last three seasons.  In fact, other than Bopper and Cricket (who did it an absurd 9 
times), there are only a handful of teams who have ever had those kinds of teammates for 

even a season.  Why is this important?  Because that’s how champions are made:  superior 
players playing together towards a common goal.  If they’re a dynasty, Semei and Theo are 

the kings of the BBA.  Can they be the first team ever to make it three straight titles? 
 

The Sluggers’ offense isn’t just 

the dynamic duo, especially with 
them signing Ross Quicker, who 
has been a consistent performer 

in this league for almost a decade.  
Former batting champ Rafael 

Gutierrez is still one of the top 
leadoff men in the game.  Jorge Moran is a strong candidate to revert to the mean, but it’s 
hard to say what the mean is for him:  in his two full seasons he’s had a 4.2 WAR and a 

negative 0.4 WAR in about the same number of at bats.  Luis Mendoza, the main prize in 
the Ronnie Hubbard deal, might not make the Opening Day roster but could easily be up 

during the year.  The team has a number of decent platoons after this group, and should 
effortlessly equal or exceed their 6th place finish last year. 
 

The place it gets interesting for the Sluggers is the health of James Browning, regarded as 

an exceptional starter who hasn’t had exceptional health; last year was his worst injury yet, 
a torn labrum in his pitching shoulder that put him out for almost the entire regular season.  

It’s safe to say that without Browning, the 2042 FL ERA champ, we might not be quite so 
effusive about the Sluggers. Armando Feliciano missed the playoffs with his own injury 
issues, but had 29 outstanding starts last year.  Stan Palacios, another lefty, is one of the 

better third starters in the biz.  After those three questions abound:  is Juan Garcia insanely 
lucky?  does Lee McHone have anything left in the tank? The bullpen is led by stars Juan 

Pinto, Emmanuele Mercati, and Andresa Pires, so there’s plenty there. 
 

Anyone who’s been following sports for a long time knows that this is the critical period in 
any championship team:  how do they pay for it?  Who stays and who goes?  Every 

successful team has had this problem, and Louisville has now started paying for Bourges 
and Armando Feliciano and will start paying for James Browning next year.  They’re not 

losing anything they can’t live without, but there’s talk of breaking up the band anyway, 
just because it’s better to deal a guy a year early than a year late.  If they win their third 
straight title this year, the same guys might not be back for a fourth.  It’ll be interesting 

watching in the Bluegrass State.  In the meantime, I have them on 90 wins, but they could 
miss the playoffs completely with bad luck this season and don’t be shocked to see them 

watching the playoffs from home this year. 

 

2044 PROJECTION: 90 – 72  

FRICK LEAGUE – HEARTLAND DIVISION 

LOUISVILLE SLUGGERS 
GENERAL MANAGER: Stephen Shaw Ballpark: Kentucky Truck Plant STadium 
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Not satisfied living in the basement?  Feeling like 273 homers allowed has gotten your living 
space just a bit too small?  Well, we have the answer:  welcome to your new luxury Kondo 

– Aki Kondo, that is.  Omaha went out and signed the biggest name on the free agent 
market, and Kondo is the sort of player who could change the trajectory of a franchise.  

Credit to them for keeping the powder dry enough to be able to afford $30 million.  They 
will have zero wiggle room, but can Kondo, added to what could be a much-improved 
offense in 2044, bring the Hawks back to the playoffs for the third time in five years? 

 
A team who finished last in pitching and paid $30 million for a rotation starter might not 

have anything else in the rotation, but the Hawks are significantly better off.  In addition to 
Kondo, they also have Timo Dooley, an ascending top-of-the-rotation starter in his own 
right.  Dooley has some trouble striking out batters but rarely walks anyone and isn’t homer-

prone.  Omaha also added starter Jorge Hernandez in a big multiplayer deal, and Hernandez 
has been rock-solid in his three major league seasons.  Jose Lima is outstanding in even 

numbered years, not in odd numbered ones, and 2044 is an even number, so watch out.  
That’s not a bad rotation at all, and I’m not sure why they’re not trying Norio Hayashi as 
the #5 guy.  Their bullpen is painfully thin even with Hayashi, but that’s to be expected and 

probably won’t be fixed until 2045. 
 

Omaha’s offense might also improve in 2044; they certainly have 
a lot of nice parts, but they’ll have to perform up to par.  James 
Monger and Emilio Morales are the long-time stalwarts, and at this 

point you can count on 3 WAR from Monger and 40+ homers from 
Morales.  Orlando Ordonez’s 4 WAR season should be taken with 

a grain of salt as he wasn’t really much better than in 2041, but 
he’s a talented player.  Andre Ly is a strong candidate to bounce 
back from an unexpected fall last year; he’s a potential star.  

Wilson Estrada has huge holes against lefties, but his bat is 
awesome against righties and his defense might keep him on the 

field a little more often.  Donald Miller is a solid DH and hit much better after coming over 
from Louisville midseason. Omaha will try to make a player out of Jim Antolin, who simply 

hasn’t figured out how to play baseball.  The team is good defensively, too. 
 
It is said that fortune favors the bold, and these kinds of bold strokes are why we watch 

and why we play.  It’s made even more ballsy by the fact that Kondo only really has one 
transcendent year in his last five and he’s going to a home run hitter’s paradise.  I’d like to 

see them double down here and go four-man rotation; if you’re gonna pay $30 million for 
a rotation iron man, let him show it off.  I’m not sure why their top pitching prospects aren’t 
up, too; this is an all hands-on deck situation since Kondo could skip town after two years.  

They should also try to turn Jimmy Starks and Stephen Clulow’s salary slots into something 
since they’re free agents.  This will be fun to watch. 

 
 

2044 PROJECTION: 88 – 74  

FRICK LEAGUE – HEARTLAND DIVISION 

OHAMA CYCLONES 
GENERAL MANAGER: Justin Niles Ballpark: Hawks Field 
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One of my sleeper teams for years has woken up.  The Chicago Black Sox went from 81 
wins in 2041 to 85 wins in 2042 and up to 90 wins last year, and one of the most solid 

teams in the BBA is back to try it again in 2044.  That word, though, solid…that’s almost a 
backhanded compliment, isn’t it, especially since it’s the second straight year I’ve used it.  

That’s because this team, good everywhere, lacks the sort of superstar power that marks 
the other contenders in the Frick League, a certain je ne sais quoi, if you will.  Are the Black 
Sox too comfortable as a playoff contender or can they take the next step? 
 

Let’s start with the rotation; Amayas Moelling has not only found his star turn at age 25, 
but he was spectacular last year, getting his first All-Star appearance.  David Bates has also 
been a strong performer over the past two years.  The team has quite a bit of rotation 

depth, too:  new signing Pancho German, Romeu Tameiro, Juan Nicto, rookie John McClain; 
even two-way player Paul Kemp had 22 starts last year.  Chicago may have the best 1-5 

bullpen in the Frick League, too, and just a huge amount of pitching depth. 
 

Their lineup is far less impressive than their rotation, and while 
their ballpark is one of the better pitchers’ parks in the game, 

many of their players are deeply overrated.  At this point it 
probably must be said:  free Aarnoud Budding!  He was awful in 
2043, and there’s a chance that this potential star is stagnating.  

Diesel Dave hits 30 homers a year from the catcher position, but 
he walked seven times last year.  SEVEN.  Fortunately, the team 

does have some consistent performers like Rocky Wattson, who 
fell off a lot last year but is still one of the top offensive middle 
infielders in the game. Third baseman Tomas Duran has been 

excellent the last two years.  Hao Hang came back to earth in an 
ugly way last year, which makes sense as scouts say he isn’t really the 5-WAR monster he 

was in 2041-2.  A few players could improve, but it’s hard to predict with their extreme 
pitcher’s park. 
 

The Black Sox have built a good organization, and that includes their farm, which has a 

number of solid, unspectacular prospects which will help their organization long-term.  
There’s that word again, solid.  Consider for a second every other FL playoff team and their 
top player:  SAC has David Simpson; YS has Dong-po Thum, Tiernan O’Macken, and Ernesto 

Ramos; SFB has Alex Ramirez; HAW has Ernest McBride, LOU has Semei Kwakou and Theo 
Bourges.  I like Rocky Wattson, but his skillset doesn’t scream superstar.  Ditto Amayas 

Moelling, who has just come into his own and is likely benefiting from the friendly confines 
of Black Sox Park.  The Black Sox responded to this glaring need by going out this offseason 
and signing...Pancho German, weakly augmenting something already a strength, to a deal 

where they’ll be awfully lucky if he opts out.  Be bold!  Do something unexpected!  Deal for 
Angel Zalapa or Aaron Haney!  Pay for Dong-Po Thum, if YS will deal him to you!  Try 

Andrew Torres!  Or the Black Sox are destined to be what they are right now:  a good team 
who will wither under the bright lights of the playoffs.  Make no mistake, though:  I think 
they’ll have a chance to wither yet again this year. 

 

2044 PROJECTION: 87 – 75  

FRICK LEAGUE – HEARTLAND DIVISION 

CHICAGO BLACK SOX 
GENERAL MANAGER: Vic Caleca Ballpark: Black Sox Park 
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Twin Cities was my most accurate prediction last year, but to a 
certain extent I can’t take credit for it.  That’s because to get to 83 

wins last year, the River Monsters hit almost 300 homers.  I’m not 
saying their lineup isn’t talented, but 300 homers is a LOT.  It wasn’t 

a fluke:  the team hit 275 homers in 2042 and everyone in the lineup 
does have a little pop, but what it demonstrates is that the River 
Monsters might not be all that talented in any other way.  Can Twin 

Cities turn being the home run capital of America into success, or will 
their high-flying ways fall just short? 

 
The River Monsters home runs put them in the second tier offensively.  Jose Cordero had 
an especially good year last year, hitting 47 homers in just 510 at bats for his third straight 

40 homer season, but the biggest star was Francisco Arredondo, who had his second 
straight season hitting .300 while upping his home run total to 36.  Jorge Gutierrez also had 

a massive season, improving basically on all his numbers from 2042.  Jose Calderon should 
improve over last year’s numbers, especially the 20 doubles he hit.  Some of the batting 
average woes of the team have to do with Mark Wareham, who hit just .195 last year 

despite a .326 OBP.  A modest increase from Wareham would help the team a lot, especially 
since they have no other options at shortstop.  Joe Bradshaw is gone, but he’s been replaced 

by Parker Davenport, who outplayed Bradshaw last year.  The team is also average or above 
average at basically every defensive position, too. 
 

Twin Cities finished smack in the middle of pitching staffs last year, and there’s some room 
for improvement here, too.  In addition to Chris Kelly, who returned to excellence last year, 

the team signed veteran Hector Amaral, who has had six straight seasons of three WAR or 
better and continues to be one of the league’s better lefty pitchers.  Tamachi Ando looks 
very dangerous and had a great 2043.  Juan Valdes seems to be settling in as a quality lefty 

middle rotation guy; they should let him eat more innings.  Ragnar Lothbrok gave up too 
many homers but otherwise had a very good year.  Josh Brown and Liam Thorpe should 

throw from the bullpen, and you could do worse as backup starters.  Juan Cerda has been 
excellent for two straight years as at least a part-time closer.  The team will sorely miss 

Dan Woodside, out for the year; the rest of their bullpen is mediocre at best and Woodside 
had been up near 100 innings in each of the last four years. 
 

Twin Cities isn’t likely to get anything out of their farm this year just because most of their 
major league slots are set, but they do have a handful of interesting pitching prospects.  

They currently have zero cap issues, but the biggest question is what to do about Chris 
Kelly.  One of the better bargain deals in the league is expiring, and while they can easily 
re-sign him, they have to decide whether it’s the right move for the franchise.  In the 

meantime, their improved rotation should help them to a winning record and maybe a wild 
card. 

 
 

2044 PROJECTION: 84 – 78  

FRICK LEAGUE – HEARTLAND DIVISION 

TWIN CITIES RIVER MONSTERS 
GENERAL MANAGER: Scott Piccoli Ballpark: Ballpark of Twin Cities 
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Welcome to Nashville, former home of the Commish.  The Nashville experiment should be 
viewed as another Rectenwald success, as the team had their first winning records in 

fourteen years and with a little luck it would have been three years in a row.  The Bluebirds 
will still be fine without Recte, as Chad Nason takes aim at the 2044 season having signed 

Kidane Ata to a long-term deal and signing starting pitcher Alvin Chartrand and might have 
a shot at the playoffs.  Can the rookie outdo the Commish? 
 

Let’s get this out of the way now and I’ll stop harping on it:  I voted 
for Lorenzo de’ Medici as Steve Nebraska last year, and I’d do it again 

ten times out of ten.  Usually I lead off talking about the rotation, but 
de’ Medici just set the modern record for strikeouts in a season from 
the bullpen, so I figure I can wait on that.  The lefty also shattered 

the all-time record for strikeouts per nine innings, with an absurd 
17.57 K/9 ratio.  So he’s the star, and even if you get 2/3 of that year 

he’s still a huge star.  As for their actual starting pitchers, there isn’t 
a star amongst them, but they have solid rotation guys like Chin Kim, 
Chartrand, and third-year man Chris Moran, the latter of which I think 

could be a little better than his 2.8 WAR last year.  Martin Roman should get more innings.  
They finished fourth in runs allowed last year, and I’d might drop them closer to the middle 

of the pack. 
 
Kidane Ata got the big contract, but Tony Frost made the biggest star leap last year.  Alberto 

Rodriguez, the little catcher, has a big game:  he might be the best player at his position in 
the BBA, even while he’s not precisely a superstar.  Jose Machado’s career year makes him 

massively overpaid, and while Ernesto Souda has established himself as a solid power bat, 
last year might also be the most productive of his career.  On the flip slide, Gipper Kengos 
might not be the star he looked like from 2038-2042, but he’s got to play better than two 

wins below replacement, an outrageous mark for a player with that kind of talent.  The 
team doesn’t have much behind those guys, which is why they stumbled to the bottom third 

offensively last year and could fall lower than that this season. 
 

My thoughts on Nashville are the same as I’ve had all along: I’ve seen better teams than 
this, but the team could still be pretty good.  The team has built multiple pitching prospects 
and seems content to pay for their bats, especially Ata, whose deal is okay when you 

consider it’s really a four-year deal with team options at the end.  The team could stand to 
lose players like Machado and Hao Kun, and dropping those two will easily let them re-sign 

Chin Kim, who’s a lock to decline his player option.  But they they also signed de’ Medici to 
an outrageously great deal, and with some solid players at unusual positions they won’t fall 
too far off the map.  They’re not serious contenders, but they could slip into the playoffs 

through the back door. 
 

 

2044 PROJECTION: 80 – 82  

FRICK LEAGUE – HEARTLAND DIVISION 

NASHVILLE BLUEBIRDS 
GENERAL MANAGER: Chad Nason Ballpark: Les Paul Field 
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Des Moines honored the memory of Ed Murphy (RIP) last year by spending a boatload of 

money and losing a bunch of games.  Additionally, they were one of the teams whose 92 
losses didn’t tell the whole story, as their run differential suggested a 95-loss season. Also, 
traditionally, the team dealt away their best pitcher, Don Smith in 2042.  However, the 

Smith deal may have uncharacteristically worked out for the franchise, as Smith suffered a 
huge arm injury and they might have remade the franchise on the back of the deal.  Is this 

a new era for the same old Des Moines Kernels, or will their bubble pop like corn? 
 
The team still has some quality young pitching to build around.  Timmy Karnes still has a 

load of promise if he develops his off-speed stuff, and should be very good even if he 
doesn’t.  Juan Garcia could get a chance to get a full-time starter role this year, but they 

may be using him as a stopper.  Greg Palmer suffered an enormous arm injury that has 
impacted his career, but he looks solid if they can keep him upright.  Rafael Rodriguez might 
be better than his poor numbers in 2043.  Bobby Lynch is more a hinderance then help.  

The bullpen is led by the excellent Juan Garcia, but has poor depth.  Despite their 15th place 
finish last year, this might be a passable pitching staff and land somewhere in the middle, 

even though their defense is extremely suspect at many positions. 
 

As right-handed and poor defensively as the team is, I’ve seen worse 
lineups than this.  Norihisa Yokoyama, one of the players in the Don 
Smith deal, blew up last year.  He’s a regression candidate but he’s 

one of those balanced righty bats, so he should be pretty good.  Lucio 
De La Cruz isn’t going to win championships by himself, but he’s a 

quality power bat with 117 homers in three seasons.  Juan Mateo, 
another Don Smith player, right now is being kept more afloat by his 
defense than his offense but could break out at any time.  Chua-Kah 

Yang, yet another Don Smith player, had a very solid rookie season 
and could build on it in 2044.  Luis Barrera continues to be ageless at catcher and was rock-

solid last year (though not worth $15 million).  Both Hector Cruz and Anastasio Guillen 
might have more than they’ve shown so far.  It’s hard to pinpoint a consistent 4-WAR player 
on this team, but they might be following the Nashville model. 

 
This is usually about the time I say something snarky about the Kernels and write them off 

for another year, and, indeed, I don’t think they’re contenders this year.  I think they’re 
going to have issues getting on base, their defense is lousy, and their bullpen is weak, 
though a weak bullpen seems to be somewhat universal lately.  But they’ve developed a 

nice group of young players, largely off the Smith deal, and I think it’s a new era in Des 
Moines baseball.  In my head, it’s not impossible that they’re in the playoffs in a year or 

two, especially if they can get their contracts right.  They might prove the old probability 
maxim that just because you flip tails for forty straight seasons, there’s no reason why the 
next year also has to be tails. 

 
 

2044 PROJECTION: 76 – 86  

FRICK LEAGUE – HEARTLAND DIVISION 

DES MOINES KERNELS 
GENERAL MANAGER: Geoff Webb Ballpark: Ed Murphy Memorial Stadium 
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Madison treated us a full season of Manobu Shimizu this year, and the results were juicy:  
a .354/.406/.574 slash line that might have looked even better if it wasn’t in a year where 

it was impossible to draw a walk.  But Madison is the anti-Chicago.  While Chicago has good 
lunch pail players, Madison has a couple of stars that shine brightly but more questions than 
answers behind them.  They’re trying, though, signing Eru Likiliki this offseason and despite 

losing Ross Quicker their team might be slightly better in 2044.  Can the Wolves make it 
back above .500 for the first time since 2037, or is it another year of heartbreak in Northern 

Wisconsin? 
 
The rotation looks better if Likiliki, who has been a solid rotation member for half a decade, 

comes back from a down 2043 season.  I should point out I hate the contract they signed 
with him, as if the Samoan righty was willing to sign for $6 million they shouldn’t have 

settled for a make-good one-year deal.  He joins Yorikane Miyamoto, who is firmly 
established as a #1 starter in this league and a foundational player.  I have my doubts 
about Jonathan Merritt, but the gopher-prone lefty does have some meritorious stats; he’ll 

have to get a little lucky.  The team is hoping that Sergio Costello both improves and stays 
healthy; he’d be one of the best fourth starters in the game.  The bullpen is led by top closer 

Raphael Castagna and looks reasonably passable beyond him, I’d like to see how he’d work 
as a stopper. 
 

Just like with Miyamoto, the Wolves are top-heavy in the lineup; to 
go with Shimizu, they also have the superb Salvador Allende, whose 

WAR fell to 2.7 only because he only played half a season.  He’s an 
amazing talent in his own right.  I think that Chris Mann will do a 
good job of replacing Quicker, especially defensively.  Andrew Torres 

has been just a different player these past two years, and he probably 
needs a change of scenery.  Let’s just say it:  Jose Hernandez isn’t a 

second baseman, can’t hit enough to play first base or DH, and is a man without a position.  
Declan Hounsell is banged up, but he’s a good platoon player. 
 

Madison has very little on the farm, and many of their better players on the field have some 
kind of fatal flaw.  And yet it’s hard to know exactly what I’d do with this franchise.  Their 

stars are absolutely radiant, and I absolutely love all three of them:  Shimizu is amazing, 
Allende is at a minimum a top-five shortstop, and Miyamoto is a legit ace.  They’re young 
and you could build around them. And yet the rest of the franchise is lagging so far behind 

them that they might not be able to get them to rise up.  The team is going to absolutely 
hollow out after this year, especially if Likiliki bounces back.  My usual prescription for a 

team like this is a complete rebuild, expand the prospect base, bottom out for a few years, 
etc, but yeah, I get it:  the big guys are SO big it’s hard to get there emotionally.  In the 

meantime, the stars will keep this team afloat, and maybe Madison can get it together next 
year with $40 million in cap space. 
 

 

2044 PROJECTION: 75 – 87  

FRICK LEAGUE – HEARTLAND DIVISION 

MADISON WOLVES 
GENERAL MANAGER: Mike Simon Ballpark: Schotz Field 
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JL Atlantic Preview 
 

 

            
 
 

We’re predicting a general falloff in the JL Atlantic records and some tightening of the 

division, making for an excellent race.  Charm City outperformed their expected record to win it 

after a three-way tie, as Rockville beat New Orleans for home field in the Geoghegan but couldn’t 

knock off the Jimmies for the division title.  Rockville would eventually get its revenge, sweeping 

Charm City in the Cartwright Cup for its first pennant in six years. 

 

The Pikemen, who we predict will win the division, lost two significant performers in Pedro 

Diaz and Lorenzo Palacios, but the team is apparently hoping that Bing-de Zhao has a more typical 

4 WAR season than his injury-plagued .709 OPS last year and that either Colin Lee or Willis Roberts 

emerges as the starter at 1B.  If that happens, the biggest problem will be Dan Cannon’s aging left 

arm.  Rockville could easily not only lose this division, but also miss the playoffs altogether. 

 

We’re expecting a trio of teams around the 90-win mark, and of the three, New Orleans 

probably has the best chance to win the division with a pitching staff led by 2043 strikeouts leader 

Jim Armstrong and a group of solid bats.  Charm City might fall back just because they weren’t 

quite as good as their 97-win season suggested, and they’ll need Feliciano Rafael, who was a Steve 

Nebraska candidate for much of the season, to stay on the field.  Atlantic City has maybe the best 

position player in baseball in Juan Rivera and a good supporting cast around him, and while they 

don’t have the horses of some of the other teams they could win by staying healthier. 

 

After that there’s a clear dropoff to Montreal and Brooklyn, who we think might finish 

around .500 this year.  Montreal is pegged as significant contenders next year, though they have 

quite a bit of top talent and could surprise.  We don’t think that Brooklyn will jump up to a wild 

card this year, but they underperformed their expected record last year and might improve even 

despite the loss of Cris Rios.  Then, there’s a precipitous drop to Jacksonville and Charlotte; 

Jacksonville is in year three of a five-year-plan, while Charlotte is in year five out of five years 

they’ve existed, and in the other four they’ve lost 100 games.  Maybe this one, too. 

 

Rockville’s cast as the favorite here, and their best player last year was the first ever JL 

Steve Nebraska-winning reliever, Danny Leach, so they may take an untraditional route to the top 

of the standings.  (Literally only six POSITION players had more WAR than Leach’s 7.8 in either 

league.)  This division was won last year by the narrowest of possible margins, though, and it could 

be exactly that way again.   
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2044 PREDICTED STANDINGS 
 

ROCKVILLE PIKEMAN    93 - 69 

NEW ORLEANS CRAWDADS  90 - 72 

ATLANTIC CITY GAMBLERS  89 - 73 

CHARM CITY JIMMIES    89 - 73 

MONTREAL BLAZERS    81 - 81 

BROOKLYN ROBINS     77 - 85 

JACKSONVILLE HURRICANES  68 - 94 

CHARLOTTE COUGARS    61 - 101 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE – ATLANTIC DIVISION 

ROCKVILLE PIKEMEN 
GENERAL MANAGER: Aaron Weiner Ballpark: Owen’s Ordinary 

THE SKINNY                                                         
Just when you think that Rockville is going to fall off, they come back 

and make it all the way to the Landis Series. Rockville has won at least 
90 games each of the past 10 seasons, a remarkable statistic proving 
never to count the Pikemen out.  

 
The club was strong on both sides of the plate, finishing 2nd in most 

major categories at the plate, and 2nd on the mound with a team ERA of 
3.40. Defensively, Rockville could have been better finishing 12th in the 
Johnson in zone rating and 11th in efficiency. 

 
Who replaces the losses 

of Pedro Diaz and Lorenzo 
Palacios?   

 

The duo had averaged over 
3 WAR per season the last 

five years in Rockville but 
both left in free agency. It 

may be all on Daniel Pepper 

and Wilson Alomar to 
shoulder the load. 

 

 
 

How much more 
does 35-year-old 

Dan Cannon 
have left in the 

tank? He pitched 
211 innings of 
2.34 ERA ball last 

season, his lowest ERA since 
2039. Can Cannon re-load the 

cannon once more? 

 

 
 
It appears that 
1B Colin Lee is 

the rookie most 
likely to make a 

significant impact 
this season in 
Rockville. Lee 

was solid last year in AAA, 
batting .290/.374/.464. With 

an open spot at first base, Lee 
shouldn’t have to wait long. 

 

 
 

Division: 25% 

  
Pennant: 15% 

 
Landis Series: 13% 

 

 

 
Rockville surprises me each 

season, but this year I am not 

going to bet against them. 
Division title for Rockville. 

 

93 - 69 

 

  
 

Dan Cannon finishes with an ERA 
over 4.50 this coming season as his 

spot in the rotation not only 
becomes in jeopardy but he is left 

off the playoff rotation. 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE – ATLANTIC DIVISION 

NEW ORLEANS CRAWDADS 
GENERAL MANAGER: Jim Roberts Ballpark: The Commander’s Palace 

THE SKINNY                                                         
New Orleans has been in the playoffs for five straight seasons but come 
Landis time, they seem to be already back home watching. They had a 
solid 2043, finishing 3rd in runs scored and 2nd in runs allowed. On the 

mound, Jim Armstrong and Cristian Garcia were both once again 
wonderful, while Gilberto Nevarez was just as good in first full season. 

Defensively, New Orleans were the best in the league, ranking 1st in 
efficiency and 2nd in zone rating. 
 

So what went wrong? Well, New Orleans may have just gotten unlucky. 
This team screams potential champion with that trio of pitchers and a solid offense led by Juan 

Donestevez. Did we mention their pen was #1 last season in ERA?   

 
 Who can fill the shoes of 

Mario Barrera? 

 
Does the loss of Barrera at 
third base cause trouble for 

the club? For the past seven 
years, he’d be a fixture at 

the hot corner in New 
Orleans, routinely putting up 

4.0 WAR per season. 

 

The big three on 
the mound are 
only as good as 

you allow them to 
be. None of them 

pitched more than 
170 innings last 
season. Will the 

Crawdads front office let Jim 
Armstrong & Co. loose and 

thrive? 

 
 

Mal Fountain is 
the club’s top-
ranked prospect 

and it just so 
happens he plays 

third, the open 
spot vacated by 
Barrera. After posting a 105 

OPS+ last season in the 
minors, it may be Fountain’s 

opportunity to replace a 
franchise cornerstone. 

 

 
 

Division: 20% 
 

Pennant: 13% 
 

Landis Series: 12% 
 

 

 
New Orleans has made the 
post-season five years in a 

row but hasn’t won the 
division since 2039. That will 

not change this year. 

90 - 72 

 

 
 

Jerry Pacy is outpitched by 

Ricardo Quadrado and finds 
himself out of New Orleans by 
the trade deadline in a salary 

dump move. 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE – ATLANTIC DIVISION 

ATLANTIC CITY GAMBLERS 
GENERAL MANAGER: Joshua Biddle Ballpark: Trump Parks Field 

THE SKINNY                                                         
Atlantic City had a quiet off-season last year and in 2043 put up almost an 
identical record to their prior season despite their team ERA dropping from 
5.06 to 3.93. The Gamblers were 6th in batting WAR, and hit the most 

home runs in the Johnson. On the mound they were 11th in pitching WAR 
as despite their drop in ERA, likely due to allowing the 12th most home 

runs and 11th most hits in the Johnson. 
 
They have been a bit more active this off-season after losing Freddy Delgado and Kevin 

Morales to free agency, along with outfielder Millard Younger (over 4.0 WAR in 2043). They 
have added starters Pepe Jaramillo and Scotty Pendleton for their rotation along with relievers 

Barnard and Arce. 

 
Where does the loss of 

Younger’s production come 

from in 2044? 

 

The team will need to replace 

the loss of a solid bat and glove 

and there is a big group of 24-

and-under players likely ready 

to shoulder the load. It is likely 

that a few players in the 

“Coming Soon” section will be 

here before we know it. 

 

  
 

Newcomer Scotty 

Pendleton pitched 

only 138 innings last 

year in 33 

appearances (17 

starts). If he can 

return to his normal 

3.0 WAR output at 

around 200 innings, that will 

desperately help this team ‘s 

pitching, although the long ball 

could be a problem in his new 

ballpark. 

 

 
 

Look for Jose 

Romero to make a 

big splash and take 

over in right field 

after putting up 6.0 

WAR last season at 

AAA. Cinema Jones 

also could get some 

time in the outfield if Edward 

Lake struggles. 

 

 
Division: 20% 
Pennant: 13% 

Landis Series: 12% 
 

 

 
The Gamblers are going to score 

a lot of runs this year, but can 

they prevent them? That answer 

will decide if they win 95 or 85. 

89 - 73 

 

  
 

The Gamblers acquire a true ace, 

moving some of their offensive 

firepower in the process, and 

securing their second playoff 

appearance in as many years. 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE – ATLANTIC DIVISION 

CHARM CITY JIMMIES 
GENERAL MANAGER: Brandon Slouck Ballpark: OLD BAY Park at Camden Yards 

THE SKINNY                                                         
Charm City took the momentum from late 2042 and propelled it into a 

division title in 2043, winning 97 games. While they didn’t lead in one 
specific category, the club was very much balanced, ranking in the top 

five of the Johnson League in nearly every team statistic. 
 
With very little lost heading into the off-season, Charm City should be 

just as good as they were last season, especially after adding free agent 
outfielder William Wood, who should do nothing but help the offense. 

   
Will the permanent move 

to the bullpen for Jorge 
Nevarez help? 

 
   After suffering yet another 

injury last season, the front 
office announced that 

Nevarez will transistion into 

a reliever. It’s unclear if that 
will limit further injuries or if 

he will even be successful 
out of the bullpen. 

 

  
 

The signing of Yi-

Ke Hsiao to play 
secondbase is an 
upgrade of at 

least two wins 
over 2043 starter 

Tewfik Ita. If 
Hsiao can repeat his 125 
OPS+ in 2044, it may be 

enough to repeat a division 
title. 

 

 
 

The Jimmies 

snatched Hector 
Ojeda off 
waivers and he 

could see some 
serious playing 

time for the first 
time in his career at the infield 
corners. Shawn O’Bagy is 

another name to potentially 
watch to contribute some. 

 

 
Division: 20% 

 

Pennant: 13% 
 

Landis Series: 11% 

 

 
Charm City is coming off a 

division title without any real 
losses heading into the spring. 
Why wouldn’t I choose them 

to be just as good? Maybe I 
think they overachieved a bit? 

89 - 73 

 

  
 

Feliciano Rafael’s 2043 

workload of 220+ innings 
come back to bite the team in 
the butt, as an early season-

ending injury forces Nevarez 
back into the rotation as an 

opener for a few weeks while a 
trade is worked out for a 

starter. In the process, top 

prospect Bill Constable is 
traded. 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE – ATLANTIC DIVISION 

MONTREAL BLAZERS 
GENERAL MANAGER: Herb DeSpain Ballpark: Ubisoft Field 

THE SKINNY                                                         
Montreal is starting another season with another new front office. The 

Blazers finished with a disappointing year going 79-83, no thanks to their 
offense, which finished dead last in the Johnson with just 1.3 
accumulated batting WAR.  

 
New GM Herb DeSpain wasted no time settling into the job with arguably 

the busiest off-season of any BBA team (21 new faces). Among the 
departures are Geestman, Hernandez, and Ando (or three-fifths of their 
2043 rotation). Newcomers outfielder Manoell Whanon, catcher Joe 

Bradshaw and starter In-Sung Yi are just a few who are expected to get this team back to the 
playoffs. 

   
Is the addition of Whanon 
and Bradshaw enough to 
turn this offense around? 

 
Whanon had been a very 

solid player in Las Vegas but 
his new ballpark is less 

hitter-friendly. Bradshaw 

slumped in 2043 after being 
lauded in 2042. Which 

version of Bradshaw did 
Montreal trade for? 

 

  
 

In-sung Yi will 

be expected to 
take one of the 

three open spots 
in the rotation. 
He was very good 

in 2042 (3.4 
WAR, 214 K’s) but gave up the 

most HR (56) in the league 
last year. Making half his 

starts in Montreal’s “new” park 
should help. 

 

 
 

There are several 

options here, as 
Montreal likely 

has Carlton 
Casson, Peter 
Crocker, Gilberto 

Villanueva (who I 
like more than Crocker) and 

Don Jaramillio all ready to 
contribute this season. Casson 

could have a two-way role as 
the club’s closer as well as see 
some at-bats against righties.  

 

 
Division: 5% 

 

Pennant: 2% 
 

Landis Series: 1% 

 

 
Montreal is positioning for the 

future and I think the future is 
more next season than this 

season as they finish .500. 

81 - 81 

 

  
 

In Sung Yi wins 15 games with 

Montreal, leading the Johnson 
league in K’s and finishing 3rd 
in the Nebraska award voting. 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE – ATLANTIC DIVISION 

BROOKLYN ROBINS 
GENERAL MANAGER: Ben Heuring Ballpark: McDermott Park at Ebbets Field 

THE SKINNY                                                         
Brooklyn took a somewhat expected step back last season after surprising 

most with a 93-win season in 2042. They finished last year with 81 wins, 
although their Pythag Record suggested a total of 87. 

 
Brooklyn was middle of the pack both offensively and on the mound, 
finishing 7th in runs scored and also 7th in runs allowed. Defensively they 

were also middle of the pack, being 8th in efficiency but 3rd in zone rating. 
They were last in stolen bases. 

   
Who will replace Cris Rios 

in the rotation? 

 
Rios was acquired in June 

and pitched very well for the 
club, providing over 100 

innings (16 starts) of 3.49 

ERA ball. 23-year-old Luis 
Espinosa looks like he is 

going to be given the 
chance, despite 18 losses 
and a 5.07 ERA in 2043. 

 

  
 

Yasutoki Soto is 
likely going to 

take Eijpe’s job at 
the hot corner 

early on. While 
Soto struggled in 
150 at-bats last 

season, if he can 
figure it out and replicate his 

minor league numbers, third 
base likely will be a problem 
that Brooklyn can check off 

the list. 

 

 
 

Brooklyn doesn’t 
appear to have 

any impact guys 
ready to go this 

season so looking 
at minimal guys, 
you could pencil 

in Emilio Medina 
to maybe get some utiity 

starts around the infield, or 
Carlos Nieves to get some 
middle relief work done from 

the bullpen. 
 

 
Division: 7% 

 
Pennant: 2% 

 
Landis Series: 1% 

 

 
Brooklyn is coming off a 

disappointing season, and I 

think that they will fall short 
again this year due to the 

depth of the division at the top 
and some underperforming 

players. 

77 - 85 

 

  
 

Juan Rodriguez has his ERA 
nearly double as it goes from 

2.80 to 5.17 this season, one 
of many disappointing players 

in the Brooklyn rotation. 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE – ATLANTIC DIVISION 

JACKSONVILLE HURRICANES 
GENERAL MANAGER: Gregg Greathouse Ballpark: Fidelity Financial Park 

THE SKINNY                                                         
I like Jacksonville and always have. I respect what they are doing. 
Despite that, they were near the bottom of nearly every category in 

2043, except for losses, of course. Despite that, I would argue the 2043 
roster was better than the one assembled in 2042 and there was 

noticeable improvement as the season went on.  
 
Jacksonville has a nice young core that they have built over the past few 

seasons who are making an impact now, and a pitching staff that in a few 
years’ time should be able to hang with the best of them.   

   
Can the team give Carlos 

Rodriguez help in the 

rotation?  
 

Rodriguez was solid last year 

and was the only productive 
member of the rotation. 

Frustration could lead to him 
opting out of his contract 

after this season, regretting 

signing as a free agent in in 
Jacksonville a few years ago. 

 

  
 

Jeremy Pickens 
looks like he’ll try 
his third new 

position in three 
years in 2044, as 

the talented 
infielder shifts to 

second base. He was a 

disappointment last season 
but at just 23 years old, he 

has a lot of time to figure it 
out. 

 

 
 

We’ll likely see 
Pepe Prieto or 
Felipe Delgado 

behind the plate 
at some point this 

season. Theodosio 
Narciso should 
get the nod at third if Pickens 

is indeed going to play second. 
Rogalski or Gertrudes could 

contribute on the mound but 
not until late summer, if at all 
in 2043. 

 

 
Division: 2% 

 

Pennant: <1% 

 
Landis Series: <1% 

 

 
Jacksonville is coming along 
but there not there yet. Look 

for them to sell at the 

deadline. 
 

68 - 94 

 

  
 

Carlos Rodriguez requests and 

is granted a trade this season, 
ending up in the division with 

New Orleans and bringing back 
solid prospects. 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE – ATLANTIC DIVISION 

CHARLOTTE COUGARS 
GENERAL MANAGER: Brett Golden Ballpark: Family Dollar Field 

THE SKINNY                                                         
Charlotte enters its fifth season and their record really hasn’t improved all 
that much since Year Two. Give them credit for slowly building up their 

farm system and it is also worth pointing out that the team has made a 
profit every season, although the expansion shine is beginning to fade as 
fan interest has started to dip. 

 
Last season Charlotte was 13th in batting WAR and 12th in pitching WAR.  

They failed to resign Ramon Pagan after acquiring him at the deadline last 
year, a potentially fatal error by the front office They have been a bit active this off-season to 
attempt to fill those holes and outfielder Fernando Reyes was a key signing. Aaron Stone also 

decided to opt out but had a change of heart and re-signed with Charlotte at the end of spring 
training. 

   
Can this team actually 

develop a prospect?  
 

Andrew Gallagher looks like 
a potential star and the the 
club has several talented 

pitching prospects. Many of 
these players are 

approaching their mid-20’s, 
it’s time to shit or get off the 

pot. 

 

  
 

Charlotte fans got 
a small glimpse 

last year of what 
Ashton Brooks 

(1.69 ERA in 6 
starts) is capable 
of. His follow-up 

in 2044 will hopefully 
encourage others to follow 

suit. 

 

 
 

Warren Moore is 
a name to watch 

closely, I think he 
will be in AAA all 

year so Rule 5 
pick-up Bob 
Irwin likely has 

no choice but to be on the big 
league roster. Irwin could get 

opportunities all over the 
Charlotte infield. 

 

 
Division: 1% 

 
Pennant: <1% 

 
Landis Series: <1% 

 

 
It’s not easy being young in a 

tough division. Charlotte could 
be good in a few years, but 

not in 2044 as another 100-
loss season seems reasonable. 

61-101 

 

  
 

The Cougars are somehow 
able to convince a team to 

take on Rishardo Menne and 
his contract after Menne starts 

the season out strong and 
finished with his first 3 WAR 

season since 2039. 
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JL Frontier Preview 
 
 

        
 
 

Here’s a good trivia double question:  what’s the last time that the San Antonio franchise 

won a division, how many times have they won whatever division they were in, and what were 

they called?  A solid hint:  their last playoff appearance was in 2038, and they finished fourth that 

year, so it’s before that.  The Outlaws were 17 games ahead of everyone in this division other than 

Edmonton, and it appears to be a two-team race to the finish again for the Outlaws and 

Jackrabbits. 

 

San Antonio is so good and was so deep that we felt fine putting them back on 100 wins 

despite the losses of Aki Kondo and Yriggs Carpenter.  Those losses shouldn’t be minimized, but, 

ahem, those weren’t really even their best starters, as the Outlaws still have Ricardo Rivera and 

Ruben Vazquez, plus they cleverly signed Julio Alicea to a much more reasonable deal than Kondo.  

Their offense lost nothing, is glorious and should be a force of nature again. 

 

Edmonton has also built a contending franchise, and the winners of the 2041 and 2042 JL 

pennants have have two Landis titles over the past six seasons.  Their pitching staff has huge 

starters, their offense is led by perennial star Steve Collins III, and they have some strong young 

players who are going to make a big impact, soon.  We’ve got them a ways back of San Antonio 

just because the Outlaws have such gleaming star power, but only a fool counts out this stellar 

franchise. 

 

The rest of the division is not so headline worthy, and while Las Vegas’ .500 record is 

considered the best of the rest, we’re giving better odds to the Boise Spuds and Mexico City Aztecs 

capture the division if anyone else in this division will.  Vegas had a good offseason and, more 

importantly, Recte back in the saddle, but we think that they have pitching issues serious enough 

that even Shawn Huber can’t cover them up.   Boise has their star duo, but past Roman and French 

there just isn’t a ton there.  Mexico City has been bleeding talent for years, which has left them 

looking remarkably mediocre, but they could be surprising if some of that mediocre talent breaks 

out a bit.  We’re also not buying a full Calgary resurgence, especially since they don’t have a ton of 

top-flight talent offensively, but they could surely rise up and surprise if some of the new hitters 

take to Calgary’s hitter-friendly park. 

 

As for the rest, Phoenix might be trying, or they might have signed Cisco Morales because 

they figure they can deal him midseason.  We’re betting on the latter.  And Wichita has lost 100 

games in each of the past three seasons and we’re not sure how they won’t make that four straight 

this season. 

 

Answer to the trivia question:  San Antonio last won a division in 2006, when they were 

called the Birmingham Bandits, and until last year was the ONLY division title they had ever won.  

They won the FL Midwest that year, two years after I gave up the team, and Mike Calvaruso was 

the GM then, too.  They’ve made the playoffs several years and Mike does have a title, in 2016, but 

only one division crown.   
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2044 PREDICTED STANDINGS 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE – FRONTIER DIVISION 

SAN ANTONIO OUTLAWS 
GENERAL MANAGER: Mike Calvaruso Ballpark: The Tap Room 

THE SKINNY                                                         
I have been high on San Antonio for years, watching what they were 
building while desperately trying to do the same. Well, San Antonio 
didn’t catch me by surprise last year with their 102-win season as I 

correctly predicted the division title. 
 

San Antonio was first in every offensive category last season, and 
finished 1st in pitching WAR with 35.4. Led by the Silk and Puckett 
Award-winning young Larry Stinson, San Antonio is still on the rise. 

The Outlaws did lose two long time starting pitchers Aki Kondo and 
Yrrigs Carpenter (combined 10.5 WAR last year), and they also dropped 

Tony Hernandez. They offset part of those losses with the signings of Mario Deortez and Julio 
Alicea. 

   
Are two frontline starters 

enough?  
 

With Ricardo Rivera and 

Ruben Vazquez, it looks as if 
the Outlaws have the best 1-

2 punch in all of baseball but 
is that enough to repeat as 
division winners or is more 

help needed? 

 

  
 

With the loss of 
Kondo and 

Carpenter, Julio 
Alicea has huge 

shoes to fill. His 
K/9 took a 
downturn last 

year to a career worst 4.7. 
Does the 33-year-old have gas 

left in the tank? 

 

 
 

This entire 
preview has 

alluded to San 
Antonio’s need for 

pitching depth. 
Melvin Simpson 
seems ready and 

likely could fill in and make an 
impact in the rotation at the 

age of 20. 

 

 
Division: 40% 

 
Pennant: 18% 

 
Landis Series: 20% 

 

 
There’s a lot to love about San 

Antonio. With other teams 
faltering a bit, I think San 

Antonio is going to be just as 
good as last season, if not a 

few games better. 
 

104 - 58 

 

  
 

The Outlaws have two major 
award-winners in 2044: Ruben 

Vazquez wins the Nebraska 

while Larry Stinson repeats 
taking home the Sawyer Silk. 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE – FRONTIER DIVISION 

EDMONTON JACKRABBITS 
GENERAL MANAGER: Chris Robillard Ballpark: John Ducey Park 

THE SKINNY                                                         
Edmonton once again found it’s way to the postseason for the seventh-straight 
year and there’s likely no slowing down. The ‘Rabbits did do much during the 
off-season, but they did say goodbye to Yi-Ke Hsiao (3.3 WAR in 2043). The 

team was 6th in runs scored last year but first in runs allowed as the pitching 
staff was outright dominant.  
 

That entire rotation returns for 2044, save for Chandler Hall, who is expected 
to miss the entire season due surgery to repair a torn flexor tendon, the third 

major injury in the 24-year-old’s career. Ngowa appears to be the man to 
replace Hsiao at second now that Espinosa shifted to shortstop in mid-2043 after the club traded 
away Menzies. 

 
Can Jose Martinez do it 

again?  
 

Martinez was phenomenal 
after being acquired from 
Valencia last year. His K/9 

went up 25% while his BB/9 
cut in half to under 1. Now 

that he has signed a six-year, 

$74M extension, is he up to 
the task to repeat or will he 

be happy counting his money? 

 

  
 

Once the 
punchline to a 

joke, Hakim 
Ngowa will be 
expected to be a 

regular for the 
first time in his 
career. His 

performance to replace the loss 
of Hsiao will be closely watched. 
Ngowa has the leather, but his 

offense remains a huge 
question mark. 

 

 
 

With several young 
exciting players in 

Edmonton, I’m 
circling Amos 
Swallows as the 

guy who helps 
makes it eight-
straight trips to the playoffs for 

the Jackrabbits. While he isn’t 
fully developed, the loss of Hall 
this year likely means Swallows 

and his knuckleball will be called 
upon.  

 

 
Division: 20% 

 

Pennant: 12% 
 

Landis Series: 12% 

 

 
Edmonton has showed me to not 

bet against them, although I see 

a small decrease in wins this 

year. 

 

93 - 69 

 

  
 
Despite trade rumors during the 

off-season, Steven Collins is 

extended midseason to ensure 

that his only team for his likely 

Hall of Fame-career is Edmonton. 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE – FRONTIER DIVISION 

LAS VEGAS HUSTLERS 
GENERAL MANAGER: Matt Rectenwald Ballpark: The Casino by Moe Fugger 

THE SKINNY                                                         
After back-to-back seasons without a postseason appearance for the first time 

since 2015-2016 (yes, you read that right), there is a familiar face taking back the 

front office in Vegas. Winning just 76 games last season, the lowest since that 

2015 season, the new-but-old front office wasted no time this off-season, adding 

thirteen players and waving goodbye to over twenty. Those departing include 

pitcher Alvin Chartrand and position players Monoell Whanon and Phil Logan. The 

most notable prospect departing was Scott Bugbie, a potential future #2 guy in a 

BBA rotation. 

 

The Hustlers welcomed Mike England, Jesus Yan, Elliot Buckland, and Manuel Orozco to the team, who 

all previously played for GM Rectenwald in Nashville. However, the biggest move may be the acquisition 

of SP Drees Geestman from Montreal, who immediately slots into the #1 spot of the rotation. 

 
Who will step up in the 

rotation?  

 

There’s not much beyond 

Geestman and Buckland in the 

rotation. Buckland isn’t the 

most durable and is already 

expected to miss the start of 

the season, so Las Vegas is 

going to need several guys 

willing and able to contribute. 

 

  
 

Justin Jackson’s 

struggles in New 

Orleans were well 

documented but 

now he has a 

needed change of 

scenery. Look for 

Rectenwald to get 

the most out of JJ and justify that 

$23M salary. 

 

 
 

Geoff Combs will 

be quality behind 

the plate and, as 

Las Vegas fans 

know all too well, 

Mike England is 

likely not the 

defensive answer 

at short so look 

for Stewart Turton to get a 

chance this season. 

 

 
Division: 8% 

 
Pennant: 2% 

 
Landis Series: 1% 

 

 
While I have a hard time betting 

against Matt, I can’t put him in 

the playoffs this season. Prove 

me wrong. 

 

81 - 81 

 

  
 

Matt surprises the league by 

dealing “The Italian Stallion” after 

long trade talks in a bold move 

built around competing in 2045. 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE – FRONTIER DIVISION 

BOISE SPUDS 
GENERAL MANAGER: Joe Lederer Ballpark: F. Nephi Grigg Memorial Stadium 

THE SKINNY                                                         
Boise simply didn’t execute as they should have last season, finishing with just 77 

wins and taking a large step back from their back-to-back postseason appearances. 

They were middle of the pack in runs scored, and struggled on the mound with the 

third-worst ranked pitching WAR and bullpen ERA.  

 

Boise had horrible luck losing closer Jorge Maestas to a career-ending injury, who at 

age 22 looked like a star. Julio Alicea opted out of his contract and they let Adam 

Barnard, who was quietly one of their better bullpen arms, walk away in free agency. 

The deal to acquire Miguel Ramos likely will help take some of the sting off but at the 

age of 32 he’s past his prime. There’s always the amazing outfield of Ruiz, Roman, 

and French and the vacuum glove Yamashita, all of which helped Boise rank first in zone rating and 

second in defensive efficiency. 

 
Does Boise have the pitching 

to compete?  

 

Clearly the bullpen was an issue 

last year and the rotation was 

not great. Boise was quiet to fix 

their pitching other than the 

Ramos trade. Is Boise content 

with a team ERA of 4.25 this 

year despite the excellent 

defense? 

 

  
 

Joey O’Brien was acquired last 

season and only 

got 100 at-bats for 

Boise. The team 

seems open to 

trade shortstop 

Yamashita, and if 

that happens, look 

for O’Brien to 

potentially fill that void. 

 

 
 

Easy choice here 

as Jose 

Rodriguez looks 

like a difference 

maker on offense. 

With the dire need 

for pitching, look 

for Gerardo Lopez 

and Eugenio 

Asseldonk to get a look into the 

summer. 

 

 
Division: 12% 

Pennant: 5% 
Landis Series: 1% 

 

 
Boise has an outside shot at the 

playoffs this year, but I have 

them just on the outside with a 

small notch up in wins. 

 

80 - 82 

 

  
 

Miguel Ramos proves he can cut 

it someplace other than 

Sacramento, winning 10 games 

and finishing with an ERA under 

4.00 this year, however doesn’t 

finish the year in Boise after 

being flipped to a contender. 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE – FRONTIER DIVISION 

MEXICO CITY AZTECS 
GENERAL MANAGER: Fred Holmes Ballpark: Ullamaliztli Field 

THE SKINNY                                                         
Mexico City found itself just on the outside of the playoffs last year 

after playing their usual 90 games in September and October 
because of rainouts. They ranked 9th in both batter WAR and 

pitching WAR en route to 85 wins. It’s also worth mentioning they 
were dead last in both defensive efficiency and zone rating. 
 

They said goodbye to longtime catcher Hsin Mei, Augie Plascencia, 
and Scotty Pendleton. They did sign shortstop Wagaw Fakihi from 

Montreal and added a solid bullpen addition in Jose Castro. Kyle Baker seems ready to take 
over behind the plate. 

   
Is mediocre good 

enough?  
 

The team was middle of the 

pack in just about every 
metric last year beside 

defense. Is that good 
enough for Mexico City to 

make the playoffs this year 

or will someone step up that 
hadn’t in years past? 

 

  
 

I love the pickup 
of Wagaw 

Fahiki. Not only 
will it improve 

their defense 
immediately but 
he also has the 

potential to flip his -1.5 WAR 
from last year into a +1.5. 

 

 
 
This farm system 
is depleted so 

picking an impact 
prospect for 2044 

wasn’t easy. Ed 
Lynch could help 
if the team gets 

into a bind, but any boost to 
the roster this year is likely 

coming from outside the 
organization. 

 

 
Division: 12% 

 

Pennant: 3% 
 

Landis Series: 2% 

 

 
I could see Mexico City 

slipping a bit this year and 
finishing below .500 in a tough 

division. 
 

80 - 82 

 

  
 

Dan Forsyth enters the 
rotation and by the end of the 

season, he is statistically the 
Aztecs best starting pitcher. 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE – FRONTIER DIVISION 

CALGARY PIONEERS 
GENERAL MANAGER: Kevin Dickson Ballpark: The Stockyard 

THE SKINNY                                                         
Calgary took yet another small step back in 2043, finishing below .500 for 
the second time in a row and just the third time in the past eight seasons. 
A batting WAR ranked 10th and a pitching WAR ranked 13th can both be 

seen pointing at one another blaming each other for this drop in wins.  
 

With some talk of blowing things up and starting over and hopefully 
exorcisize some bad luck injury demons, this team is hard to predict. So far 
this off-season they have acquired a really good center fielder in Todd Rice 

from Seattle and signed Cris Rios and Ken Bates to help on the mound. There appears to be a 
huge hole at first after saying goodbye to Liann-wei Mao (35 HR, 95 RBI, 3.9 WAR in 2043).  

   
Who’s on first?  

 

No, this isn’t some Vaudville 

routine, there’s legit concern 

here. Tommy Cochran can hit 

but he’s atrocious in the field. 

Whoever this team finds as a 

solution will affect whether this 

team finishes above or below 

.500. 

 

  
 

Jefferson Pierce watched his 

numbers slip a bit 

last year as the 

now 27-year-old 

saw his K/9 drop 

dramatically to 7.9 

after spending five 

straight seasons in 

double fdigits. Is 

Ol’ Mr. Reliable beginning to fade 

already or will be prove he can 

still get some swings and misses? 

 

 
 

Tim Battle and Steve Rogers 

look like they are 

going to battle for 

first base, but the 

issue is that 

neither of them 

are very good at it. 

They both have 

good bats but their 

lack of defense makes them quite 

redundant with Cochran likely 

starting at designated hitter. 

 

 
Division: 5% 

 

Pennant: 2% 

 

Landis Series: 1% 

 

 
Calgary seems to be in that 

dangerous spot of almost 

competing while aging and 

lacking prospects. 

79 - 83 

 

  
 

Calgary does indeed blow things 

up, trading away Pierce and 

Gilliam. Both players are dealt to 

the same team in one of the 

larger deals in modern BBA 

history. 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE – FRONTIER DIVISION 

PHOENIX TALONS 
GENERAL MANAGER: Sean Marko Ballpark: Paul D. Lunn Memorial Stadium 

THE SKINNY                                                         
Phoenix (which quite frankly I can never spell right) had yet another 
down year in 2043, finishing with just 69 wins and losing over $12M as a 

franchise. Their 1.3 batting WAR was among the worst in the Johnson, 
but their 27.5 pitching WAR was good for 6th. Defensively they were 
ranked in the bottom-half of the league. 

 
With a clear need for defense and offense, the Talons have been 

questionably quiet this year. They did add Cisco Morales to their rotation 
to replace Charlie Iron-Knife. Morales was a 4.8 WAR pitcher last season 

in Sacramento but is that enough to change the course of this ballclub? The biggest news for 

Phoenix may have been the news that ace pitcher Don Smith is going to be sidelined longer 
than expected and may not return until early June. 

 
Where are the runs going to 

come from?  

 

With Pedro Guzman leading the 

offense, who is going to follow 

him and Isekenmeir? The 

Talons are running out 

essentially the same offense 

this year that scored only 3.5 

runs per game in 2043. 

 

  
 

The entire pitching 
staff is the X-
Factor for this 

team in 2044. 
Closer Mitchell 
Purssell is 

awesome but the 
rest of the staff will need to 
band together in order for them 

to get close to .500. 

 

 
 

Despite being in 
AA last season, 
Antonio 

Gonzalez may 
be called on to 
pitch in the BBA 

this season with 
Don Smith’s 
absence and a questionable 

starting rotation to begin with. 
Once fully developed, he has 
mid-rotation potential. 

 

 
Division: 2% 

 

Pennant: <1% 

 

Landis Series: <1% 

 

 
Phoenix needs to fully commit to 

a rebuild, trading away it’s 

contributors for prospects. I don’t 

see playoffs this year with that 

offense. 

67 - 95 

 

  
 

Don Smith returns in June and is 

traded at the deadline for another 

large package of prospects, 

ending his short-stint in Phoenix. 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE – FRONTIER DIVISION 

WICHITA AVIATORS 
GENERAL MANAGER: Nigel Laverick Ballpark: Thomas Magnum Field 

THE SKINNY 
Oh Wichita. I guess we can say you’re consistent in a few things. The past 
fcouple years you’ve finished with 59, 59, and 58 wins and each season 
we can count on the franchise to not turning a profit. Despite those 

“consistencies,” don’t sleep on Wichita down the road future, as things are 
honestly looking up for the franchise. 

 
The team lost nobody notable other than a negative-WAR Abe Colbert Jr., 
who finally hung up the cleats and retired. Per usual, the Aviator front 

office was active in the Rule 5 draft, selecting four players including Julio 
Velasco in a transaction kerfuffle. They also gained a solid reliever in Lucio Gomez from free 

agency and Mario Rodriguez, who should get the starting nod at shortstop.  

 
Who can Wichita trade away 

for future assets?  

 

The team’s mentality right now 

needs to be for 2046 and 

beyond. Who can Wichita deal 

now to build for those years? 

Whitley and Goto seem to be 

easy check marks with expiring 

deals, although resigning Goto to 

a cheap deal would make sense 

for the penny-pinching Aviators. 

 

 
 

What does Luis 

Maldonado have 

left in him? He was 

average at the 

plate last year but 

is still owed $69M 

guaranteed over 

the next four 

years. Let’s hope he gets off to 

blistering start and Wichita is 

able to deal him away prospects 

and/or popular players to off-set 

his loss. 

 

 
 

Several pitchers, 

including Jorge 

Garcia, could 

make their big 

league debuts this 

season, as could 

Chris Jenkins in 

centerfield, but if I 

am Wichita, I am holding them 

down another year, acquiring 

more assets, and starting off 

2045 with a bang. 

 

 
Division: 1% 

 

Pennant: <1% 
 

Landis Series: <1% 

 

 
Wichita has to build for the 

future, but should still focus 
this year on a good start and 

turning a profit. 

 

60 - 102 

 

  
 

Duane Whitley ends up in 
Calgary and fills the void at 

first base, netting Wichita a 
Top 100 prospect. 
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BURT LEAGUE PREVIEW 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: Jose Gonzalez
BALLPARK: Ballpark of Baghdad 
2043 RECORD: 81 - 81 
 
Who They Were: In 2042, Baghdad fell a single game short of 100 wins so, naturally, in 2043 they 
were being predicted by many to follow that up with a United Cup title. Sadly, for Kings fans, the win 
tally fell by 18 and it ended up a mediocre .500 season. The glaring reason behind the downfall of the 
Kings was their pitching: the staff gave up 933 runs, a jump of 258 from 2042, resulting in a team era 
increasing by 1.5 runs. The lineup did their job actually adding 90 runs to the previous years total, but 
the pitching just didn't back them up. 
 

Contraction Draft Review: With a rotation who racked up a combined era of 6.78 (worst in the Burt 
League), pitching was always going to be high on the wish list of GM Jose Gonzalez. That wish list 
came to fruition when adding Bert Hackworth (4.33 ERA) of Istanbul, Ian Lusso (5.53) of Kuwait City, 
and Pedro Vazquez (4.10) of Cairo. Baghdad improved their top-ranked bullpen by grabbing Maximo 
Bansa (4.69) of Istanbul. They rounded the draft adding CF Devin Lee, who hit 26 home runs in 
Istanbul last season. 
 

On The Farm: Ranked #4 – With five pitchers ranked in the top 32-overall prospects, Baghdad will be 
praying that two or three hit the rotation in a year or two. 
 

Best Case Scenario: They find a way to get there pitching to there 2042 totals, thus bringing back a 
90+ win season. 
 

Worst Case Scenario: Pitching stays at the 2043 totals and the line up takes a dip. 
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GENERAL MANAGER: Neil Thomas 
BALLPARK: Ballpark of Beirut 
2043 RECORD: 96 - 66 
 
Who They Were: Predicted to win 100 games in 2043, the Cedars fell just four games short of that 
mark, however GM Chuck August led them to their first-ever Bancroft League title. They did fall to their 
nemesis in Bucharest in the playoffs, dropping a Game Seven at home.  
 
Contraction Draft Review: The ballclub immediately improved their roster in adding CF Weaver 
Ripley and SS Rúbem Bordonhos. 
 
On The Farm: Ranked #1 – With the top farm system, the Cedars hope to have a conveyor belt of 
top prospects coming through for the next few seasons, which will also help lower the payroll with 
rookie deals, a major part of the future plans of the front office.  
 
Best Case Scenario: Despite major changes (former Athens GM Neil Thomas takes over the Cedars 
while the team moves over to the Burt League), they hope age doesn't catch up to the veterans on the 
team and yet another visit to the playoffs is on the horizon. 
 
Worst Case Scenario: Age does catch up with the older players and they drop off a cliff like a slice of 
lemmings. 
 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: John Momberg 
BALLPARK: The Holy Land 
2043 RECORD: 61 - 101 
 
Who They Were: One season you’re winning a Game 163 to sneak into the playoffs, the next season 
teams are putting up football score-level run totals against you. The Hammers didn't just fall of the 
cliff, they jumped off with lead bars in their pockets. Even expansion teams C.S.K.A and Libya had 
more wins than them. 
 
Contraction Draft Review: After giving up over seven runs per game in 2043, Jerusalem's main aim 
was to pick up pitching. Welcome Sherwood West (4.52 ERA), Norberto Martinez (3.38) and Charlie 
Simmons (3.55). The offensive improved as well with the addition of first baseman Adam Backhouse 
(45 home runs, 151 RBI). Nur Al din Kodwo won't add much power but with a .352 OBP, he should add 
targets to drive in for the likes of Backhouse. 
 
On The Farm: Ranked #8 – With Jerusalem way down the pecking order of the minor league system, 
new GM John Momberg will need his amateur scouting cap solidly on come the upcoming draft. 
 
Best Case Scenario: Is there one? Well maybe if Jerusalem punch above their weight, they could 
reach .500. 
 
Worst Case Scenario: Their first season in the Burt League can't really get any lower than last 
season when they were a rudderless ship in a perfect storm. 
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GENERAL MANAGER: Brett Schroeder 
BALLPARK: Manama Fields 
2043 RECORD: 96 - 67 
 
Who They Were: You best pre-season predictions by eight wins and tally up a total of 96 games, yet 
come the playoffs you find yourself sitting at home watching Istanbul take on Kuwait City for the honor 
of playing in the United Cup. Team pitching was fine, if not good, but the lack of power was glaring 
and possible the reason they could cash in on a title. 
 
Contraction Draft Review: You bring in one of the best bats in the league and a couple of solid 
pitchers and add them to a team that won 96 last year, you may need to spend a few dollars on a 
trophy cabinet for a United Cup to sit. Sadaharu Oh III and his 50 home runs with 142 RBI was a no-
brainer pick, however pitcher Leon Gonzalez may have been a stretch given his 6.34 ERA. SP Vladimir 
Reichel (4.29) and RP Claudio Escobedo (3.09) will likely turn out to be key pick-ups. 
 
On The Farm: Ranked #6 – Despite the middling ranking, they have aces in the pack with three 
pitching prospects in the top 30. 
 
Best Case Scenario: With the likes of Istanbul and Kuwait City riding off into the contraction sunset, 
Manama could have a free run to the United Cup, especially with a UMEBA legend taking over the front 
office. 
 
Worst Case Scenario: Like most of the UMEBA teams, a good few players on the roster is on the 
wrong side of 30, the Pearls will be praying their OAPs will be able to roll back the years. [Editor’s 
Note: If you don’t know what an “OAP” is – and I sure didn’t – feel free to ask Brewster Brits Neil 
Thomas or Nigel Laverick, or resort to a Google search.] 

 
 

 

BANCROFT LEAGUE PREVIEW 
 

 
GENERAL MANAGER: Jay Tannehill
BALLPARK: Piraeus Park 
2043 RECORD: 75 - 87 
 
Who They Were: Athens edged their preseason predicitions by ten wins but still ended up ten wins 
below their 2043 total. Free agent additions Yancy Cravat and Quint Coppard both rated highly 
amongst players at their positions, however most of the starting pitching failed to shine. The bullpen 
held their heads up high with John Jefferson, Alistair Grieves, David Sterrenburg and Damien Abbs all 
recording sub-3.00 ERA. 



 

                                 BREWSTER BASEBALL ASSOCIATION – MEDIA GUIDE 2044 – Page 68 

 
Contraction Draft Review: The addition of Francis Wiles and his 4.54 ERA should improve last year’s 
6.71 ERA from starters, while Hector Barajas (2.54 ERA) and Ramon Salgado (4.26) will help the 
bullpen. Jack Moniker and Rio North are good hitters but will likely end up adding depth to the bench. 
 
On The Farm: Ranked #7 – Athens have built their system up slowly and if they continue to draft 
wisely, they could creep up near the top systems in the UMEBA. 
 
Best Case Scenario: In the two years since their debut, the Fighting Centaurs have always had a 
strong lineup, so if they boost the pitching, you could be talking United Cup winners. 
 
Worst Case Scenario: If the pitching doesn't improve and the bats take a hit due to relying on aging 
veterans, Athen fans could be looking at the lowest win total in their club’s young franchise history. 
 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: Jim Cox
BALLPARK: Park of Bucharest 
2043 RECORD: 91 - 71 
 
Who They Were: They may have failed in their quest for a one-for-the-thumb Bancroft League 
pennant, finishing second to Beirut, but they got revenge by beating the Cedars in the playoffs on their 
way to a United Cup appearance. However, they fell short at the hands of Kuwait City in the 
championship series.  
 
Contraction Draft Review: SP Fraser Pond (24 years old), LF Knud Braams (26) and SS Rakim 
Stevenson (26) will not only add skill to the Impalers but much needed youth to a roster full of players 
toeing 30 years of age. 2B Felix Devalle and SP Leonardo Gomez are solid players who should 
contribute for two or three seasons. 
 
On The Farm: Ranked #2 – With an average age of just over 29 at the major league level, Bucharest 
can find solace in the fact they have the second-best minor league system in the UMEBA. 
 
Best Case Scenario: They blitz the UMEBA with no Istanbul or Kuwait City to stand in their way. 
 
Worst Case Scenario: They go toe-to-toe with Beirut all season but run out of gas at the final hurdle. 
 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: VACANT
BALLPARK: Generals Field 
2043 RECORD: 64 - 98 
 
Who They Were: They may have only won 64 games but you have to remember this was an 
expansion team. Despite the record, GM Herb DeSpain found himself promoted to the BBA. 
 
Contraction Draft Review: The Generals surprised most in the draft. While other franchises were 
scrambling for pitching, Libya focused on offense. Enter veterans Virgil Shafer (49 HR, 120 RBI) and 
Morgan Hollinger (30 HR, 118 RBI), along with young solid bats shortstop Takechi Eida and catcher 



 

                                 BREWSTER BASEBALL ASSOCIATION – MEDIA GUIDE 2044 – Page 69 

Luis Mendoza. Reigning MVP Michael Best was taken in the draft by Jerusalem but was later traded to 
the Generals, adding a major bat to the lineup. 
 
On The Farm: Ranked #5 – The Libyan franchise may have only one season under their belt but with 
five of the top 50 players in the minors, they are well on the way to building a solid system. 
 
Best Case Scenario: Like most franchises within the UMEBA, they find pitching and end-up at around 
a .500 record. 
 
Worst Case Scenario: Their drafting of only one pitcher in the contraction draft costs them dearly 
and they spend another season near the bottom of the standings. 
 
 

GENERAL MANAGER: Mike Bieschke
BALLPARK: Ballpark of Mumbai 
2043 RECORD: 80 - 82 
 
Who They Were: The Metro Stars edged preseason predictions by two wins, but they finished a 
distant sixteen games behind Beirut. The offense ranked fifth out of six Bancroft teams in home runs 
but also gave up the fifth most homeruns on the mound. Mumbai’s failure to register strikeouts (fifth 
with just 926) was also an issue all season. 
 
Contraction Draft Review: Starters Jaime Torres (3.93 ERA) and Barry Ronan (3.86) all allowed 
runs at a lower rate than Mumbai’s staff last year. Young up-and-comer 2B Dan Jackson will be asked 
to perform to bring the club back to the heights of their 2039 United Cup title. 
 
On The Farm: Ranked #3 – The Metro Stars could have their infield set for years with three infielder 
prospects ranked within the top 23 in all of the UMEBA minors. 
 
Best Case Scenario: Mumbai picks up a couple of pitchers in FA and they pitch above their worth and 
the club scrapes together a playoff spot. 
 
Worst Case Scenario: The teams above them improve at a pace quicker and the Metro Stars fall 
even further behind. 
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PLAY BALL! 
 

 

 !لعب الكرة
 

 !לשחק בכדור
 

Παίζω μπάλα! 
 

Jocul cu mingea! 
 

बॉल खेळा! 
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Can Nightmare Make History? 

 
 

In 2042, Mariano Soriano became the first man to be elected to the Hall of Fame after his first time on 

the ballot. A year later Valeri Kharlamov did him one better, making it in on his third ballot. Now, Cisco 

Guerrero leads a group of other players trying to match their feat—or, in Nightmare’s case, go them 

one step further. 

 

 

It’s late in the evening and still the phone does not ring. It’s clear now that it’s not going to ring. 

Again. 

The man who grew up in Costa Rica, where baseball is almost a god unto itself, sits back and 

pretends to be engrossed in the news broadcast playing on the screen. He played baseball since before he 

can remember. He played in dusty sandlots and grassy fields. He played stickball in the streets with his 

friends. He played baseball through school, though that was only for one year, because, you see, Cisco 

Guerrero had already been tagged with his nickname “Nightmare” by pitchers through the region. So 

when the then Omaha Barnstormers dangled $12 million reasons for him to quit school and start playing 

professionally, well, let’s just say all those Costa Rican pitchers were grateful as you might expect. 

Within minutes of the ink drying on that contract, the BBA scouting combine had him in their top 10 

prospect lists. A year later he was traded. Two years later he was in the big leagues to stay. 

Now, something short of two decades since that origin story, Cisco Guerrero sits back and sips cold 

coffee as he watches the news on another night in which it’s now obvious the Hall of Fame isn’t calling. 

“You can only do what you can do,” he whispers to his wife when she puts her hand on his forearm. 

“It’s hard to watch,” she’ll tell me later. “He gets fidgety a couple weeks ahead of time, and then you 

just kind of have to leave him alone on the day of the vote.” 

A glance at the numbers and you can understand why he’s this way. If you can, as the man says, 

only do what you can do, well, Nightmare upheld his part of the deal. 440 homers playing mostly in 

parks that eat long fly balls for dinner. 134 wRC+. 132 OPS+. The man drove in 1693 runs, for crying 

out loud. 

68 WAR 
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AND THEN THERE’S THE VOTING 
 

His wife isn’t wrong, but she’s wrong. 

I came here early in the morning to document the day, and Guerrero welcomed me in. He’s more 

Gentle Giant than scary lumberjack now. When he uses it, which is not often, his voice is low and 

comforting. He speaks like a man who knows what’s coming. 

Which is why his wife is wrong. 

Watching Cisco Guerrero on Hall of Fame day is not hard. It’s excruciating. 

To get into the Hall of Fame, a player has to receive 75% or more of the votes cast. 

Until a few years ago that always happened on the first ballot, or 

it didn’t happen. Then came Mariano Soriano, who was elected in 

his second year of eligibility. And then Valeri Kharmalov made it 

his third year. No one has ever made it any later than that. 

This is Nightmare’s third time on the ballot.  

Guerrero’s first year of eligibility brought him 70% of the vote. 

His second was a step up: 74%. 

One vote shy. One excruciating vote. Surely, the unspoken word loomed over the household like a 

true nightmare,, permeating the silences, scrubbing itself into eh walls and furniture itself until the 

aroma of anticipation was so omnipresent that no other thoughts could exist, surely, 2044 would be the 

year. 

The phone, however, did not ring. 

 

YOU ARE NOT ALONE? 
 

So there is the fact laid bare in the nighttime stillness. If the man named Nightmare is to be awarded 

the highest honor that can be provided of a man for whom baseball has been life, it will have to come at 

a time and place where it has never come before—the fourth ballot, or the fifth, sixth, or … gasp … the 

final seventh. 

If there is solace here, however, it is a solace born of numbers. 

Technically there are eighteen players on the ballot, including Guerrero, but let’s be clear in the fact 

that BBA voters have already separated out five names. Barring some kind of voter oddity, the other 

thirteen are now essentially dross. 

Charm City’s Carlton Winson scored 58% in year one, and 55% in year two. 

Dusty Rhodes and Gervasio Riddle both grabbed 55% of voter’s tally in their first year. 

And, then there’s the longest shot of the true candidates: Lawrence Columbus LaLoosh has had a 

long, slow trudge up the charts, and registered 51% in his fifth season of eligibility. 

“It’s a good group to be in with,” Guerrero said later that night as I was packing my notepads and as 

his wife handed me leftovers from dinner (for lunch tomorrow, she says with a thankful smile). “Those 

boys could play some ball.” 

I nod and agree. Yes, I say, they could really play some ball. 

As I leave, I look up into the clear, dark sky, breathing in the chill air that hints of warmer 

temperatures to come. It’s March now. A new batch of boys are finished toiling in the Spring camps. 

The season is getting ready to start. 

Behind me, the door closes. 

The sound is somehow both normal, and excruciating. 

  

UNTIL A FEW YEARS AGO INDUCTION 

ALWAYS HAPPENED ON THE FIRST 

BALLOT, OR IT DIDN’T HAPPEN. 



 

                                 BREWSTER BASEBALL ASSOCIATION – MEDIA GUIDE 2044 – Page 73 

Spinning Turnstiles 
Make BBA Owners Happy 

 

 

Steady doses of expansion into the Middle East, expanding 

in the BBA itself, rebranding of teams, and then contraction in 

the Middle Easy have BBA fans sometimes scratching their 

heads in bafflement. Add in a ration of ticket price expansion 

in the late thirties, and a defection of players due to that 

expansion, and you’ve got an environment in which 

attendance across the league was falling hard enough that 

some business folks were rumored to be sweating in their 

offices. 

“How are we going to afford winters in the Riviera?” one 

was heard to say. 

“We’ll just sign him to an extension,” another replied only 

to be rebuffed. 

“Not Rivera, the Riviera.” 

Turns out the worries are a bit premature. The BBA is 

back, baby, If it ever left. We say that because as 2044 rolls 

around, the Commissioner’s Financial office has released new 

information showing that Three-year average attendance is, 

once again, on the rise, and if 2044 turns out to be as 

advertised, could reach record levels.. 

 

 
 

OUTREACH EFFORTS SUCCESSFUL? 
 

Officials did not speculate on the causes of improvement, 

but it’s of note that several teams have been  
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 developing advanced techniques to cater to fans 

for several seasons,  

 including installing play areas for kids and more 

relaxed seating arrangements. A league-wide 

ballpark food challenge two seasons ago spurred 

interest. “We’re sure it’s not been hurt by the fact 

that movies these days totally suck,” read the report.  

That competition has been at a premium in the 

BBA since its last expansion, and our focus on the 

fan seems to be making a difference. At least three 

teams have spent reconstruction money to add seats 

to their stadium this season, and the Montreal 

franchise has announced it’s going to hold a second 

Opening Day for its “new ballpark. 

“It’s an advanced financial technique,” an insider 

to the Blazers said when asked how that would work. 

Don’t try it at home.” 

 Of equal interest is that overall ticket/gate 

revenue seems to be up again after taking a bit of a 

dip. An outside observer suggests that this is a sign 

that the big “raise your ticket” push of the 30s wasn’t 

totally unfounded, but that it was perhaps over-

applied. “Rather than low revenue teams needing to 

raise rates, there’s a likelihood that the middle-grade 

teams were leaving dollars on the table,” the insider 

said. Those were probably the guys who needed to 

be a little less risk averse to the idea of bumping the 

price of baseball. Teams seem to be getting more 

savvy when it comes to tailoring prices to their 

situations.” 

Regardless of the how any particular pundit 

seems to look at it, the one thing they can all agree 

on is that the situation is good for the game. 

Everyone likes to make money, after all, right? 

  

 
Chicago Fans Are Eager to Sneak a Peak 
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BBA’s Most Accomplished Accomplishments  
 

Sometimes the best way for a new GM to get into an established league is to jump feet first into its 

history. So, let’s join Montreal GM Herb De Spain as he does just that. Along the way, I’m betting 

you’re going to learn something you never knew… 

 

 

 As I began to do a deep dive into the history of the Brewster Baseball Association and the player 

accomplishments tracked by OOTP, I realized early on that not all accomplishments (even of the same 

type) are the same.  Each no hitter is an individual masterpiece and each 35-game hit streak is its own 

work of art.  I will break down some of the most unique aspects of the BBA accomplishments (keep in 

mind that I cannot find any history on this information before 1995) 

 

 

 
 

 Since 1995 there have been 70 no-hitters in the BBA and eight perfect games.  Only four pitchers 

have thrown multiple no-hitters in their career and Gary Estes (LV) is the only one to do it more than 

twice with three.  He is also the only pitcher to throw a perfect game and a no-hitter.  His pitching feats 

were accomplished during an 18-month period ranging from April 7, 2019 to August 6, 2020.  During 

that period, he is listed three consecutive times in the record book meaning no one else pitched a no-hitter 

between his. Estes also holds the record for the most strikeouts in a perfect game with 12 and he is the 

only player with multiple no-hitters in the same season. 

Of the eight pitchers to throw a perfect game half of them are retired and not in the Hall of Fame, 

two are retired and in the Hall of Fame, and two are still active but not likely to make the Hall of Fame. 

 

 
No Hitters 

Perfect Games 
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 A long hitting streak may be the toughest accomplishment of them all.  Everyone has heard of Joe 

DiMaggio and Pete Rose but do you know who Girolamo L’Archibudelli is? There have been a 

whopping 418 hit streaks of at least 20 games and L’Archibudelli is responsible for the longest one in the 

BBA at 47 games just a few years ago in 2040. 

Before him Iran Brito (OMA) held the record for almost 16 years with a streak of 43 games. 

L’Archibudelli had three different hit streaks of at least 20 games during his career but Jared 

Gillstrom holds the record with seven different 20+ game hit streaks through his career.  The most he 

ever had was 24(three times) which is a little more than half of L’Archibudelli’s record mark. 

On eight different occasions a player has had multiple 20+ game hit streaks in the same season.  

In 2003 Manuel Aguilar (CAR) won the triple crown, the Sawyer Silk, hit over .400, and had hit streaks 

of 37 and 36 games at the age of 26.  He would never play baseball again.   

 

 

 
 

 Cycles are exciting to watch and it doesn’t matter which team you are rooting for.  Arguably the 

most action-packed play in baseball is the triple and every cycle has one. 

There are 137 recorded cycles in BBA history since 1995 and 12 players have accomplished it 

twice while just one player, Juan Fernandez, has done it three times in his career. Frank Mchaffery holds 

the record for total hits during a cycle with six playing for playing for Valencia in 1934. 

On three different occasions the player hit two homers during a cycle and the record for RBI 

while hitting for the cycle is seven accomplished three times. 

 

 

 
Hit Streaks 

 
Cycles 
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 There have been 50 different times that a BBA player has recorded at least six hits in a single 

game including the afore mentioned Mchaffery’s cycle.   

Clarence Diamond (LOU) holds the BBA record for hits in a single game with eight 

accomplished in 2022.  Montreal’s Duane Whitley went seven for seven in a game during the 2006 

season giving him the most hits in a game without recording an out.  

Amazingly only two players have had more than one six-plus hit game in a career, Whitley and 

Hector Valentine (SEA).  Even more incredible is the fact that both of Valentine’s six hit games came in 

the same season. 

 

 

 
 

 A three-homer game is one of the least rare of our rarities. 

  On over 200 occasions since 1995 a BBA player has hit at least three home runs in a single game. Juan 

Garcia accomplished it a BBA high four different times in his career and nine other players did it three 

times in their careers. 

The rarer feat is the four-homer game which has been done only THREE times. 

Arturo Gutierrez did it in 2009 and then a mere 25 months later Jim Wilson did it in 2011.  The 

BBA waited almost 32 years for its next four homer game which finally came this past May win Lionel 

Crepin accomplished the feat in the same game in which he hit his 300th career dinger. 

32 years!!! 

 

 

 

 
Six-Hit Games 

 
Three & Four 

Homer Games 

 
15 Strike Out Games 
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There are 118 games on record since 1995 in which a single pitcher has struck out at least 15 

opposing batters.  Jim Brochtrup (AC) and Stevie Wolarski (HALIFAX) hold the single game record 

with 18 each.  Brochtrup issued just a single walk in his game while Wolarski didn’t give up any free 

passes in his.  Jessie Wright holds the BBA record for most 15+ strike out games in a career with six.  He 

posted one such game per year from 2001~2005 except for 2004 when he pitched two such games.  All 

six games came while playing for Madison.  Including Wright, seven players in all totaled two 15+ strike 

out games in a single season.  And for what I think is the least likely accomplishment to happen, 

Worlarski pitched two 16 strike out games in 2018 while player for two different teams.  The first game 

came while he took the mound for Des Moines against Calgary on April 12.  The second game came 

while he was pitching for Yellow Springs against Las Vegas. 

 

 

 

 

 I enjoyed my time spent digging through the BBA 

accomplishments but it did raise some questions due to limited data 

availability.   
 

1. What happened to Manuel Aquilar?  There is no player 

data to answer that question. 

2. Did Worlarski get traded or released during that 2018 

season?  Again, no player data to help. 

3. Is there any data on the pre 1995 accomplishments?  It’s 

not in Cato, I already looked. 

 

[Editor’s Note: Those both sound like good questions for Forum Features … 

or maybe next year’s Media Guide! - RC] 

 

[Editor’s Note: Never ask question #1…EVER! - JL] 
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Emilio Morales would be dogmeat in any park but Omaha! 

 

Luis Gracia wouldn’t be in the conversation if it weren’t for that California wasteland he pitched in for 

all those years! 

 

 

et a bunch of Out of the Park veterans together for a brew-enhanced session, and eventually the 

conversation will turn to park factors. You know the gig: those numbers that OOTP uses to 

affect stats in a local environment—Batting Average (LHB/RHB), Doubles, Triples, and Home 

Runs (also for LHB/RHB). These conversations run from a quick notation of a statistical event’s 

likelhood to the fact that for some unhappy reason, actual park dimensions do not affect each outcome. 

Oddly, what we don’t get from OOTP is a calculation of what I’ll call a “True Park Factor.” By that, 

I mean a park factor in the way that Sabermetricians calculate them—something that actually discusses 

offense that a park creates relative to other parks. 

Interesting, right? 

I mean, the BBA limits a team’s zone for different factors. For example, Batting average can vary 

between .9 and 1.1 for each hand. Doubles between .8 and 1.2. But none of that really matters—or, 

better said, those factors only matter to that level if all parks together average to 1.0, which they most 

definitely do not. And also, it should be remembered that the goal of an offense is not to hit more 

doubles than the other team, but to score more runs—and the goal of a defense is to prevent runs, again, 

relative to the other team. 

Beyond the fact that they are fun to fiddle with, I posit that Park Factors in OOTP don’t matter too 

much until you can relate them to actual runs. 

So, yeah, OOTP, why no True Park Factors? 

One reason is probably that the calculation of park factors is a little intense. To see what I mean, go 

to Baseball Reference and check it out. Seriously, it’s not for the faint of heart. That said, the 

developers are math and process people, and it can be done. 

I know it can be done because, well, yep, you know what’s coming next… 

I did it. 

Of course I did. 

 

G 

BEYOND THE FACT THAT THEY ARE FUN TO FIDDLE WITH, I POSIT THAT PARK FACTORS IN OOTP 

DON’T MATTER TOO MUCH UNTIL YOU CAN RELATE THEM TO ACTUAL RUNS. 
 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/about/parkadjust.shtml
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THE PROCESS: 
 

ou can skip this part, but given that you’re here, I’m guessing you wont. The fact is that you 

don’t really NEED to know how park factors are calculated in order to understand what they 

are. But I think it helps. Knowing is better than not knowing, right? Maybe? Maybe not? Maybe 

that question is like “are you a crunchy peanut butter guy, or a smooth peanut butter guy?” 

Anyway. 

I’ll skip the actual math (you can get it at BBRef if you’re dying to see it), but for completeness sake 

here are the basics. 

 
1. Gather each team’s W/L record at home and away (mostly for games played) 

2. Gather each teams Runs Scored at home and away  

3. Gather each team’s Runs Allowed at home and away 

4. Calculte initial factos 

5. Correct for expected Innings Pitched 

6. Correct for other Park Factors 

7. Correct for the fact that batters of one team do not face pitchers of that same team 

(and vice versa). 

 

Each step makes logical sense, of course, but those last steps in particular get pretty jiggy. Bottom 

line, I took me a night to get things working right—and the fact that following Baseball Reference’s 

process is like doing one of those word challenges on the SAT didn’t help. 

 

GROUND RULES: 
 

ou probably should not skip this part, expecially if you are not deep into 

the neep of park factors. Park factors are sometimes annoying because 

parks do not always play the same way—even in real life. Some years, 

for example, Chicago’s Wrigly Field plays to a strong hitter’s park, other years 

not so much.  

A lot of things can impact this. I mean, let’s say a team plays a bunch of 

home games in April and September—which are generally colder months, and 

months in which pitchers tend to be dominant. That will make a difference. Let’s 

say the Cubs play a big stretch of home games during a period of gale winds 

coming in off Lake Michigan. 

A sample size of 81 games is, in reality, pretty small. 

And then there’s the impact of players themselves, shich the process tries to use math to iron out, but 

for which those small sample sizes can still sometimes have difficulty doing. In addition, the consitency 

of teams can change over a season as players move in and out via trades and injuries and whatnot. This 

can make a difference. 

The usual caveat here is that, while it’s fair to discuss one-season factors, most people look at a 

Park’s Batter and Pitcher factos as being more valid when calculated as a three-season average. 

 

 

 

 

Y 

Y 
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JOHNSON LEAGUE: 2043 
 

et’s start with a spin around the Johnson League. 

For simplicity’s sake I show the granular data for 2043 only, so you’ll have to trust me on the 

averages. I should note that I did not include the three extra games played in that super exciting 

run-off between New Orleans, Rockville, and eventual division winner Charm City in the Atlantic. 

Here is the 2043 chart, complete with raw data, and final park factors for hitters and pitchers—

which, yes, can be a little different—then the average of the two, which I think of as the final overall 

True Park Factor. 

 

 

An interesting bits of note: Did you know that Charm City, Calgary, and Wichita were all better on 

the road than at home? Odd, right? One of these things is not like the other. We’ll see a similar  

happening in the Frick, where Chicago is a front runner that under-performed in Black Sox Park (which, 

I suppose makes some sense. I mean, what team wouldn’t under-perform ina rat-hole like BSP?). 

Seeing run differentials at home and away make my hair buzz with the need to explore how those 

differences manifest themselves up and down the ranks, and with regard to these true park factors. I also 

want to grab the OOTP park data, and bounce them against this, too. Maybe a linear weighting would 

tell us something? I don’t know. Regardless, none of those are the point of this little article, so let’s get 

back to business and focus on those last three columns. 

Not surprisingly, most teams fit in the middle between .98 and 1.02, but some step out into the wider 

regions. Those teams are: 

 

Top Hitter’s Parks Top Pitcher’s Parks 
Las Vegas – 1.06 

Wichita – 1.06 

Charm City – 1.04 

Mexico City - .93 

Montreal - .94 

Jacksonville - .95 

 

Relize, of course, that this is data for only one season. So be careful. 

L 
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But I find it interesting that Wichita and Charm City had these big park factors on the year, and also 

under-performed in their home parks. Does this lend credence to ex-GM Ted Schmidt’s view that 

pitcher parks (in which run creation is at a premium) lead to more randomized results and “worse” team 

records? Don’t know. I should also note that this is a season in which offense across the league fell, 

which makes me think a bit about the 2042 data. Does prevalence of offense increase the spread of park 

factors? I’d be inclined to say, yes, but again, I don’t really know. 

Above all, realize again that this is one data point. 

And one year. 

So, that said, let’s add 2042’s park factors into the mix for the Johnson Leaague and see what funw e 

might be able to have there. 

Interesting. 

Look at teams like Atlantic City, Brooklyn, and San Antonio—all three of which had huge swings in 

their one-season park factors. Atlantic City, with a 1.11 in 2042 and a 1.01 in 2043 led the league in 

variance here. 

When we take the two-season average we get this picture: 

 

Top Hitter’s Parks Top Pitcher’s Parks 
Atlantic City – 1.06 

Brooklyn – 1.06 

Las Vegas – 1.04 

Montreal - .90 

Mexico City - .95 

Jacksonville - .95 

 

Montreal Uncertainty: I should note that Montreal built Ubisoft Stadium in 2043. Despite some 

iddities in our back offices that didn’t fully charge the team for that stadium, the team played in it in 

game. The original Montreal park was in play in 2042, and by OOTP park factors should probably have 

been a pitcher’s park, too—though not as big of a pitcher’s park as Ubisoft. 

Technically we shouldn’t combine factors on parks that have changed, but what the hell, right? Let’s 

be a revolutionary here—with caveats. Montreal is today’s version of a Pitcher’s Mecca. 
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FRICK LEAGUE: 2043 
 

Nough with this lesser league. Let’s move to the Frick, home of the Heartland Division 

Champion Yellow Springs baseball club, and—if you’re into that kind of thing—home of the 

two-time Landis champion Louisville Sluggers. There’s also the Pacific division. We’re not sure 

why that matters, but it is a fact, and we like to remain factual where we can. 

Everyone knows the Frick and the Heartland is where it’s at. 

Again, 2043 data first. 

 

To remain consistent, I’ll start by noting Chicago, Madison, Long Beach, and Portland all won more 

game on the road than at home—and that only Chicago was a post season club. You decide yourself if 

that means anything. But as we’ll see in a moment that the Black Sox—and the Surfers, for that matter--

break the theme of Ted’s supposition in that both are amonght the strongest pitcher’s parks, and both 

under-performed at home. 

 

Top Hitter’s Parks Top Pitcher’s Parks 
San Fernando – 1.11 

Louisville – 1.05 

Four Teams – 1.03 

Chicago - .90 

Long Beach - .93 

Valencia - .94 

 

There’s your San Fernando, for you. Their 1.11 facctor is the largest in baseball for the year. 

Of some interest is that Omaha, who made adjustments to make their park even more offensive, was 

only in the lower-end of the top pack. It’s perhaps worthy of note that their park basically pumps HR, 

but limits doubles and is neural evrywhere else. So while it clearly is a great place to hit home runs, it’s 

profile suggests it will not otherwise do much for offense. These factors might confrim that idea. 

Anyway, ten of the sixteen FL parks elevated offense in 2043, though, obvioulsy, the pitcher parks 

were deeper pitchers’s parks than. I’m not sure if that’s significant, or not, but I suppose it would be 

interesting to see what happens over a sample size of several seasons. 

E 
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Noting the difference between the Frick (with two pitcher’s parks) and the Pacific (with three), 

makes me take a moment to note that the fact that we have no inter-league play makes this process 

atcually work. While there is an imbalance of games between divisions, the imbalance is the same for all 

teams. Interlegaue play messes this up—or at least makes gathering the data for the calculations a 

massive amount harder for the layman to do. 

So, this article can be blamed on our conversion to the 4 Division, 8 Team format of our most recent 

expansion. 

As with the Johnson, let’s take the next step and add 2042’s Park Factors to the mix. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As with the JL data, one can see a fairly considerable swing in the year-to-year numbers, though on 

the whole they tell similar stories. 

We also need to note two parks changed in 2043: 

Omaha, as noted, increased HR for LHB, and… 

Our Yellow Springs Nine shaved a few factors to turn Utopia Field from a gently hitter’s park to a 

gently pitcher’s zone. On the whole, it looks like the Nine’s action took more hold than the Cyclone’s. 

Again, we note the concerns of combining park factors of parks that were fundamentally changed 

between seasons. 

 

Top Hitter’s Parks Top Pitcher’s Parks 
San Fernando – 1.06 

Omaha – 1.05 

Seattle – 1.04 

Chicago - .94 

Valencia - .96 

Long Beach - .97 

 

Tabulating the top offensive parks with two-season data brings Seattle into the mix, and Omaha. On 

the run suppression side we see Valencia and Long Beach swap places. 
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FINAL THOUGHTS 
 

So far so good, I suppose. Overall, the actual park factors don’t seem out of line with either expected 

baseball parks, or out of line with the eyeball tests of simply scanning the OOTP factors. So, yeah, it 

makes my heart happy to see parks that shouldbe hitter and pitchers parks generally work that way.  

It’s still soon, though, and there are some outliers. 

I want to see the same data for 2044, and the three year values. 

That will make me happier. 

I hope. 

Regardless, it’s interesting to note that, for example, the Astrodome scored in at .91 at its lowest, so 

the .90-.93 zone isn’t bad. (Montreal regiested in at .87 two seasons ago, so we’ll see. 

On the other side of the coin, San Fernando’s 1.06 over two hears (and 1.11 max) is not out of line 

with real baseball. It’s considerably under, for example, Philadelphia’s old Baker Bowl---which 

eventually, I suppose, helped to get Chuck Klein into the Hall of Fame. 

I hear you, though. 

I mean, yea. 

What is this good for, you ask?  Why should I care if my park factor is 0.99 or 1.01? 

Where’s the beef, right? 

That’s what you’re asking. 

Well. 

I mean…. 

 

 

AND ONE FOR THE UMEBA! 
 

 

Baghdad at 0.91: Jerusalem at 1.14 … it’s only one year right now, so treat it for what it’s 

worth…but fun to look at! 
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Active Leaderboards 
 

Every OOTP league in existence has their list of All-time greats and their career 

leaderboards, and seasonal bests. That all comes with the game itself. But the BBA has 

something even better. We’ve got San Fernando GM Randy Weigand. After a yea’s 

hiatus, Randy is back once again to show us how BBA stars of the day stack up to each 

other. So gather round, find your favorites, and let the arguing begin.  

 

 

 

This is a breakdown of various active top 20 leaderboards in various offensive categories. 

For the purposes of this list, active is defined as anyone who has not retired and appeared 

in a BBA game in 2042. The projected totals were done using Bill James’ Favorite Toy 

tool and for the projected place it assumes that they are the only active player still moving 

up the list (which explains why multiple players can have the same projected place with 

different totals). 
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GAMES: 

 

PLACE SEASONS NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. 
TOTAL 

PROJ. 
PLACE 

1 17 Lucas McNeill 2368 57 2681 15 
2 17 Lloyd Braun 2295 79 2711 14 

3 17 Sean Maguire 2263 86 2462 41 
4 14 Mark Simpson 2082 T138 2606 23 

5 17 Hank Brewer 1965 T179 2117 123 

6 14 Angel De Castillo 1953 187 2357 T59 
7 14 David Noboru 1952 188 2582 24 

8 13 Emilio Morales 1911 206 2603 23 
9 14 Mark Wareham 1885 216 2429 44 

10 12 Juan Karyabwite 1882 217 2720 13 
11 12 Tai hoi Wie 1876 222 2643 19 

12 14 Fernando Cruz 1861 228 2367 58 

13 14 Luis Barrera 1777 268 2068 141 
14 13 Abdelwahab 

Kamade 
1747 287 2297 78 

15 13 Mons Raider 1737 T295 2356 T60 

16 12 Jaime Ramirez 1723 300 2431 44 
17 15 J.J. McQuade 1684 T323 1984 175 

18 13 Luis Gonzalez 1678 329 2017 T161 

19 12 Bartolo Ortiz 1646 351 2513 27 
20 12 Mario Guerrer 1629 365 2210 105 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ron’s Notepad: Given modern day injury code, it’s 

interesting to see eleven guys project into the top 50 

of all time. Not everyone will make it, of course, but 

I wouldn’t have predicted it. 
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RUNS: 

 

PLACE SEASONS NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. 
TOTAL 

PROJ. 
PLACE 

1 17 Lucas McNeill 1647 18 1819 11 

2 14 Mark Simpson 1387 56 1725 15 

3 13 Mons Raider 1374 60 1812 11 
4 14 David Noboru 1362 62 1701 18 

5 12 Tai hoi Wie 1326 78 1881 8 
6 14 Mark Wareham 1310 84 1683 18 

7 12 Juan Karyabwite 1248 108 1804 11 

8 17 Lloyd Braun 1194 124 1380 58 
9 17 Hank Brewer 1160 137 1283 97 

10 14 Angel De Castillo 1136 T147 1318 T80 
11 14 Fernando Cruz 1125 154 1425 49 

12 17 Sean Maguire 1118 T157 1202 T122 
13 13 Emilio Morales 1114 161 1476 41 

14 10 Luis Maldonado 1026 T207 1590 23 

15 14 Reece Wareham 1004 229 1148 144 
16 12 Mario Guerrer 1003 230 1279 98 

17 9 Quant Kouros 978 T243 1805 11 
18 12 Bartolo Ortiz 974 250 1391 54 

19 14 Luis Barrera 970 T253 1112 T162 

20 13 Abdelwahab 
Kamade 

943 270 1187 T127 

 

 

 

  
Ron’s Notepad: Lucas McNeill is/was a run machine. 

He projects to score more than Mons Raider, the 

era’s prototypical lead off guy. Mark Simpson is 

similar but appears to be about done. It will be 

interesting to see if Wie keeps his pace as he ages. 



 

                                 BREWSTER BASEBALL ASSOCIATION – MEDIA GUIDE 2044 – Page 89 

 

HITS: 

 

PLACE SEASONS NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. 
TOTAL 

PROJ. 
PLACE 

1 17 Lucas McNeill 2658 46 2938 22 
2 14 David Noboru 2417 86 3068 19 

3 12 Juan Karyabwite 2403 92 3380 9 
4 17 Sean Maguire 2315 109 2497 T68 

5 17 Lloyd Braun 2246 T122 2570 56 

6 17 Hank Brewer 2135 154 2258 121 
7 13 Emilio Morales 2118 T162 2800 29 

8 14 Mark Simpson 2114 164 2540 60 
9 14 Angel De Castillo 2086 169 2448 79 

10 14 Fernando Cruz 2051 176 2541 60 
11 12 Mario Guerrer 1982 193 2589 55 

12 13 Mons Raider 1977 196 2596 55 

13 13 Abdelwahab 
Kamade 

1958 203 2465 76 

14 13 Luis Gonzalez 1946 208 2252 121 
15 12 Tai hoi Wie 1924 T215 2668 42 

16 12 Jaime Ramirez 1829 246 2493 70 
17 13 John Hickman 1821 251 1907 220 

18 12 Bartolo Ortiz 1744 296 2565 56 

19 14 Luis Barrera 1707 308 1929 215 
20 11 Francisco Flores 1694 T311 2658 T46 

 

  

Ron’s Notepad: Karyabwite has had a sneaky good 

twelve seasons. 
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DOUBLES: 

 

PLACE SEASONS NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. 
TOTAL 

PROJ. 
PLACE 

1 17 Lucas McNeill 566 T24 614 15 
2 17 Sean Maguire 533 39 586 19 

3 12 Juan Karywabwite 476 73 680 5 
4 17 Hank Brewer 446 101 471 75 

5 12 Bartolo Ortiz 443 102 661 7 

6 14 David Noboru 419 128 529 42 
7 13 John Hickman 416 T132 431 T115 

8 13 Abdelwahab 
Kamade 

412 T138 528 42 

9 14 Mark Simpson 407 146 499 T58 
10 10 Lorenzo Palacios 395 T158 660 7 

11 17 Lloyd Braun 390 T164 449 T97 
12 13 Hsin Mei 389 169 488 T64 

13 12 Mario Guerrer 383 T176 498 59 

14 14 Luis Barrera 379 T186 428 T119 
15 11 Francisco Flores 377 T192 582 19 

16 9 Quant Kouros 366 205 682 5 
17 14 Fernando Cruz 360 T218 438 T108 

T18 13 Luis Gonzalez 350 T234 403 T150 

T18 7 Dennis French 350 T235 807 2 
20 10 Juan Santana 332 T265 489 64 

 

  

Ron’s Notepad: Kouros and French make interesting 

appearances in their still-early careers. They both 

have work to do, but project to some historical 

numbers. 
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TRIPLES: 

 

PLACE SEASONS NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. 
TOTAL 

PROJ. 
PLACE 

1 13 Abdelwahab 
Kamade 

128 T16 161 T8 

2 17 Lloyd Braun 113 31 124 20 
3 12 Jaime Ramirez 110 T35 151 10 

4 7 Alex Ramirez 87 T72 149 T10 
5 10 Juan Santana 86 T74 116 T27 

6 6 Millard Younger 85 76 185 5 

7 17 Lucas McNeill 84 77 94 T60 
8 14 David Noboru 80 T89 110 T35 

9 12 Juan Karyabwite 77 T99 110 T35 
10 10 Rashardo Menne III 76 T106 112 T32 

11 13 Luis Gonzalez 71 T124 86 T74 
12 5 Dong-po Thum 66 T151 152 10 

13 14 Angel De Castillo 63 T165 75 T108 

T14 10 Justin Jackson 62 T171 91 T62 
T14 10 Chip Puckett 62 T171 124 20 

16 10 Niccolo Machiavelli 58 T199 110 T35 
T17 7 Dennis French 57 T207 126 19 

T17 12 Jimmy Starks Jr. 57 T207 84 T77 

T17 6 Dan Flores 57 T207 123 T20 
T17 5 Semei Kwakou 57 T207 164 8 

 

  

Ron’s Notepad: Triples don’t get much ink, but this 

is an interesting list from top to bottom. Look at 

career lengths to date, for example. Note Kwakou 

there—the guy does it all. French. Flores. Thum. It’s 

an exciting era. 
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HOME RUNS: 

 

PLACE SEASONS NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. TOTAL PROJ. PLACE 
1 13 Emilio Morales 592 8 796 1 

2 14 David Noboru 468 T41 564 12 
3 17 Lucas McNeill 466 T43 531 23 

4 14 Mark Simpson 448 53 542 19 

5 14 Fernando Cruz 436 61 551 18 
6 12 Tai hoi Wie 415 74 591 T9 

7 10 Luis Maldonado 411 77 659 4 
8 12 Bartolo Ortiz 377 T93 533 23 

9 12 Mario Guerrer 371 T104 495 29 
10 14 Reece Wareham 358 111 408 79 

11 13 Hsin Mei 356 113 472 39 

12 12 Albert Gaona 335 T129 375 T97 
13 11 Lionnel Crepin 334 T131 514 23 

14 14 Angel De Castillo 333 T133 393 87 
15 11 Adrian Salazar 330 T139 430 66 

16 8 Ramon Pagan 320 T151 665 4 

17 8 Angel Zalapa 313 161 603 8 
18 12 Tu-fu Yong 305 T166 442 58 

19 14 Luis Barrera 304 168 353 T117 
20 12 Mario Deortez 302 T172 412 T76 

 

 

  

Ron’s Notepad: Exhibit A on why the world keeps 

talking about Emilio Morales. 
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RBI: 

 

PLACE SEASONS NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. TOTAL PROJ. PLACE 
1 17 Lucas McNeill 1522 33 1735 15 

2 13 Emilio Morales 1505 35 1967 5 
3 14 Fernando Cruz 1333 77 1668 20 

4 14 David Noboru 1324 79 1663 20 

5 14 Mark Simpson 1252 T93 1519 34 
6 12 Mario Guerrer 1213 T106 1556 T28 

T7 10 Luis Maldonado 1147 T131 1796 9 
T7 17 Hank Brewer 1147 T131 1216 106 

9 12 Tai hoi Wie 1132 142 1592 24 
10 14 Angel De Castillo 1116 151 1291 85 

11 12 Juan Karyabwite 1099 T159 1503 36 

12 12 Bartolo Ortiz 1075 T169 1572 T24 
13 17 Sean Maguire 1052 181 1134 142 

14 14 Luis Barrera 1034 186 1170 122 
15 17 Lloyd Braun 1005 T201 1156 127 

16 13 Hsin Mei 1003 204 1297 84 

17 11 Lionnel Crepin 974 T216 1414 57 
18 12 Albert Gaona 966 220 1077 T167 

19 10 Lorenzo Palacios 942 234 1514 35 
20 11 Adrian Salazar 936 240 1191 115 

 

 

  

Ron’s Notepad: “Drive me home, Dusty Rhodes…” 

Oh, where was I? The RBI gets a bad rap these days, 

but it’s still a fun stat. You rarely see a bad hitter on 

these leaderboards, and this one is no exception. 
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SB: 

 

PLACE SEASONS NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. 
TOTAL 

PROJ. 
PLACE 

1 13 Mons Raider 1284 1 1504 1 
2 12 Juan Karyabwite 730 17 971 6 

3 14 David Noboru 656 25 755 17 
4 14 Mark Wareham 652 26 774 17 

5 9 Quant Kouros 636 29 1186 2 

6 17 Lucas McNeill 573 40 600 35 
7 12 Jaime Ramirez 564 T42 710 20 

8 17 Lloyd Braun 540 T45 595 36 
9 10 Chip Puckett 507 52 897 T9 

10 10 Rashardo Menne III 489 58 911 9 
11 12 Jimmy Starks Jr. 467 T64 626 32 

12 13 Tony Gustafsen 456 70 554 44 

13 13 Abdelwahab 
Kamade 

451 72 514 52 

14 8 Steven Collins III 410 84 791 15 
15 10 Luis Maldonado 404 T89 557 44 

16 8 Ross Quicker 391 95 808 15 
17 10 Juan Santana 386 100 505 53 

18 12 Yi-ke Zang 349 123 356 120 

19 8 Ramon Pagan 332 134 678 23 
20 13 Luis Gonzalez 328 T138 397 T91 

 

 

  

Ron’s Notepad: Yes, it was a base stealing era, but 

seriously Mons? The guy has out-stolen his nearest 

cohort by over 550 bases. That’s insane. 

 

A few interesting names down-list, though. Who 

knew Menne and Collins were turning those kinds of 

numbers? 
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WALKS: 

 

PLACE SEASONS NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. 
TOTAL 

PROJ. 
PLACE 

1 14 Mark Wareham 1616 8 2082 2 
2 14 Mark Simpson 1556 10 2010 4 

3 12 Tai hoi Wie 1373 20 1919 4 
4 13 Mons Raider 1228 28 1661 7 

5 17 Lucas McNeill 1096 46 1207 30 

6 11 Lionnel Crepin 1055 52 1518 12 
7 17 Sean Maguire 937 90 1022 T64 

8 17 Hank Brewer 905 106 988 76 
9 14 Fernando Cruz 898 109 1072 51 

10 14 Reece Wareham 876 118 1014 70 
11 17 Lloyd Braun 785 160 927 T94 

12 9 Jharod Thealer 784 T161 1391 19 

13 14 Luis Barrera 773 170 904 107 
14 14 Angel De Castillo 746 189 899 109 

15 10 Angel Garcia 709 T217 1289 24 
16 12 Bartolo Ortiz 690 T227 1048 53 

17 8 Yunosuke Terada 682 229 1253 28 

18 10 Rashardo Menne 
III 

679 T230 1276 24 

19 13 Hotha Popo  652 242 806 T153 
20 12 Aaron Stone 642 T250 825 T138 

 

 

 

  

Ron’s Notepad: No surprise at the top. I don’t know 

why anyone would ever walk Mons Raider. Ever. 
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STRIKEOUTS: 

 

PLACE SEASONS NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. TOTAL PROJ. PLACE 
1 14 David Noboru 2110 28 2827 2 

2 17 Lloyd Braun 2088 33 2484 10 
3 12 Tai hoi Wie 2039 35 2951 1 

4 14 Mark Wareham 1994 45 2652 8 

5 17 Lucas McNeill 1925 53 2208 22 
6 14 Mark Simpson 1758 T84 2207 22 

7 17 Sean Maguire 1679 105 1843 68 
8 12 Aaron Stone 1468 156 1962 48 

9 17 Hank Brewer 1456 159 1575 136 
10 8 Arturo Barron 1299 T225 2343 17 

11 14 Luis Barrera 1282 T233 1511 T147 

12 14 Angel De Castillo 1275 T236 1559 139 
13 12 Jimmy Starks Jr. 1187 T294 1839 70 

14 12 Albert Gaona 1186 298 1340 212 
15 8 Yunosuke Terada 1177 308 2162 23 

16 14 Reece Wareham 1171 313 1399 180 

17 12 Mario Guerrer 1166 T314 1668 114 
18 12 Tu-fu Yong 1162 318 1707 99 

19 12 Ares Papadias 1130 344 1463 T157 
20 10 Justin Jackson 1116 T353 1832 71 

 

 

  

Ron’s Notepad: With 17 years of service, I like 

seeing guys like McNeill, Maguire, and Brewer 

down the list a bit. 

 

Interesting to see Wie projecting to the all-time K 

leader. 
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AVG: 

 

PLACE SEASONS NAME TOTAL OVERALL 
1 7 Dennis French .350 2 

2 5 Semei Kwakou .347 3 
3 5 Todd Rice .340 4 

4 5 Rafael Gutierrez .339 5 

5 5 Dong-po Thum .332 11 
6 5 Julio Barajas .329 16 

7 4 Juan Rivera .325 26 
8 8 Steven Collins III .320 38 

9 11 Francisco Flores .320 39 
10 5 Angel Gonzalez .318 47 

11 5 Otto Altaner .314 60 

12 4 Marvin Isworth .313 68 
13 12 Mario Guerrer .312 69 

14 9 Quant Kouros .312 70 
15 5 Valentin Fitas .312 75 

16 13 John Hickman .312 76 

17 5 David Simpson .312 78 
18 8 Eliseu Satino .312 80 

19 4 Fernando Moreno .311 82 
20 6 Anastasio Lopez .311 84 

 

 

 

  
Ron’s Notepad: French and Kwakou are no surprises. 

I assume L’Archiibudelli didn’t qualify yet. Todd 

Rice is a name I wouldn’t have put up there if asked 

to name players, but makes sense. Fun list. 
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OBP: 

 

PLACE SEASONS NAME TOTAL OVERALL 
T1 5 David Simpson .417 T6 

T1 13 Mons Raider .417 T6 
3 4 Juan Rivera .407 T15 

4 12 Tai hoi Wie .403 T19 

5 14 Mark Simpson .398 T23 
6 5 Dong-po Thum .397 T26 

T7 5 Semei Kwakou .396 T30 
T7 9 Quant Kouros .396 T30 

9 4 Jose Salas .395 T34 
10 10 Lorenzo Palacios .393 T39 

11 7 Dennis French .390 T44 

12 9 Jharod Thealer .389 T49 
13 4 Fernando Castillo .388 T52 

14 14 Mark Wareham .386 T58 
15 5 Felipe Vega .385 T64 

16 5 Julio Barajas .384 T67 

17 11 Lionnel Crepin .381 T80 
18 6 Po-sin Shi .380 T86 

T19 4 Aaron Haney .379 T92 
T19 7 Joaquin Hebner .379 T92 

 

 

  Ron’s Notepad: What a Horrible list. 

 

Note the service times. It’s so rare to see established 

guys keep the OBP up late in their careers.  
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SLG: 

 

PLACE SEASONS NAME TOTAL OVERALL 
1 4 Juan Rivera .669 1 

2 5 Semei Kwakou .666 2 
3 5 Liann-wei Mao .610 3 

4 4 Aaron Haney .601 4 

5 5 David Simpson .600 5 
6 6 Dennis French .595 6 

7 7 Jose Zuniga .589 7 
8 5 Felipe Vega .583 9 

9 7 Francisco Medina .573 11 
10 5 Julio Barajas .573 12 

11 5 Werner McConnell Jr. .568 13 

12 13 Emilio Morales .567 14 
13 7 Manuel Martinez .565 16 

14 10 Lorenzo Palacios .559 22 
15 4 Felix Roman .558 25 

16 5 Angel Gonzalez .555 31 

17 12 Mario Guerrer .551 33 
18 12 Bartolo Ortiz .549 37 

19 6 Mike Campbell .545 40 
20 14 David Noboru .545 41 

 

 

  
Ron’s Notepad: Fun projections, but of course those 

won’t last. That’s a murder’s row Who’s-Who of the 

BBA these days though. 
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OPS: 

 

PLACE SEASONS NAME TOTAL OVERALL 
1 4 Juan Rivera 1.076 1 

2 5 Semei Kwakou 1.062 2 
3 5 David Simpson 1.017 3 

4 5 Liann-wei Mao .985 4 

5 7 Dennis French .985 5 
6 4 Aaron Haney .980 6 

7 5 Felipe Vega .968 8 
8 5 Julio Barajas .957 10 

9 7 Jose Zuniga .954 12 
10 10 Lorenzo Palacios .952 14 

11 7 Manuel Martinez .939 22 

12 4 Fernando Castillo .930 26 
13 12 Mario Guerrer .923 31 

14 5 Dong-po Thum .922 32 
15 5 Angel Gonzalez .918 35 

16 12 Tai hoi Wie .916 36 

17 4 Felix Roman .916 37 
18 7 Francisco Medina .914 40 

19 12 Bartolo Ortiz .911 45 
20 8 Angel Zalapa .909 48 

 

  

Ron’s Notepad: Same comment as on the SLG list. 

Interesting to see how those two are different, 

though—particularly note Fernando Castillo and 

Dong-po Thum appear here, but not in the SLG list. 

Actually, it’s just kind of fun to compare the OBP, 

SLG, and OPS list. 
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WAR: 

 

PLACE SEASONS NAME TOTAL OVERALL 
1 17 Lucas McNeill 76.2 T33 

2 14 Mark Simpson 70.6 55 
3 17 Hank Brewer 66.8 T72 

4 14 David Noboru 63.4 T88 

5 14 Mark Wareham 54.1 132 
6 13 Emilio Morales 53.2 T138 

7 13 Mons Raider 50.0 158 
8 12 Tai Hoi Wie 49.9 159 

9 17 Sean Maguire 48.7 T165 
10 14 Luis Barrera 48.4 170 

11 7 Dennis French 46.9 177 

12 13 Hsin Mei 45.2 190 
13 8 Angel Zalapa 44.3 T197 

14 12 Juan Karyabwite 44.0 202 
15 14 Angel De Castillo 43.3 T207 

16 10 Lorenzo Palacio 40.4 238 

17 17 Lloyd Braun 40.3 239 
18 11 Francisco Flores 39.6 T244 

19 12 Aaron Stone 39.0 T254 
20 10 Luis Maldonado 38.5 T261 

 

 

  
Ron’s Notepad: McNeill showing his true strength. 

Simpson and Brewer would also look to be HoF 

locks barring extreme slides. Noboru should 

probably be in, but at 63WAR could be an interesting 

discussion. He’s got lots of time, but is he petering 

out? 
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TIMES ON BASE: 

 

PLACE SEASONS NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. 
TOTAL 

PROJ. 
PLACE 

1 17 Lucas McNeill 3754 35 4145 21 
2 14 Mark Simpson 3670 42 4550 11 

3 12 Tai hoi Wie 3297 71 4587 10 
4 17 Sean Maguire 3252 84 3523 55 

5 13 Mons Raider 3205 94 4257 17 

6 14 Mark Wareham 3202 95 4070 24 
7 17 Hank Brewer 3040 125 3247 86 

8 17 Lloyd Braun 3031 129 3498 55 
9 14 Fernando Cruz 2949 145 3677 42 

10 14 David Noboru 2849 165 3600 45 
11 14 Angel De Castillo 2832 172 3345 64 

12 12 Juan Karyabwite 2775 T182 3740 37 

13 12 Mario Guerrer 2577 217 3368 63 
14 11 Lionnel Crepin 2493 233 3601 45 

15 14 Luis Barrera 2480 237 2834 172 
16 13 Abdelwahab 

Kamade 
2446 249 3113 109 

17 13 Emilio Morales 2439 251 3209 T93 

18 12 Bartolo Ortiz 2434 253 3613 43 

19 13 Luis Gonzalez 2348 275 2732 194 
20 10 Lorenzo Palacios 2216 329 3583 45 

 

 

 

  Ron’s Notepad: One of Randy’s more interesting 

little stats that isn’t directly available in game.I don’t 

think Simpson is going to hold on long enough to 

make it to #11 all-time, but the fact that he projects 

to it is a statement by itself. 
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EXTRA BASE HITS: 

 

PLACE SEASONS NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. TOTAL PROJ. PLACE 
1 17 Lucas McNeill 1116 17 1240 6 

2 14 David Noboru 967 42 1204 7 
3 13 Emilio Morales 918 55 1203 7 

4 14 Mark Simpson 873 76 1061 26 

5 12 Bartolo Ortiz 835 T89 1214 6 
6 14 Fernando Cruz 806 109 1000 35 

7 17 Sean Maguire 782 129 848 T85 
8 12 Juan Karyabwite 779 132 1129 16 

T9 17 Hank Brewer 764 T142 803 111 
T9 12 Mario Guerrer 764 T142 1011 32 

11 13 Hsin Mei 755 150 972 40 

12 12 Tai hoi Wie 735 T166 1036 30 
13 14 Luis Barrera 709 T174 811 107 

14 14 Angel De Castillo 707 T176 830 T96 
15 10 Lorenzo Palacios 697 T185 1107 19 

16 17 Lloyd Braun 685 193 778 133 

17 12 Tu-fu Yong 668 204 910 58 
18 13 John Hickman 661 210 691 190 

19 10 Luis Maldonado 649 216 1020 30 
20 12 Albert Gaona 648 T217 733 168 

 

 

  

Ron’s Notepad: An aside here: I’m enjoying seeing 

Angel De Castillo appear on so many of these lists. 

He’s been a really good player for a really long time. 

Same with Lloyd Braun. 
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SINGLES: 

 

PLACE SEASONS NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. 
TOTAL 

PROJ. 
PLACE 

1 12 Juan Karyabwite 1624 85 2251 12 
2 13 Mons Raider 1576 96 2066 25 

3 17 Lloyd Braun 1561 101 1792 52 
4 17 Lucas Mcneill 1562 T113 1718 63 

5 17 Sean Maguire 1533 118 1648 T81 

6 13 Luis Gonzalez 1451 147 1676 76 
7 14 David Noboru 1450 148 1864 42 

8 12 Jaime Ramirez 1387 T173 1922 31 
9 14 Angel De Castillo 1379 178 1617 88 

10 17 Hank Brewer 1371 T182 1455 145 
11 13 Abdelwahab 

Kamade 
1325 T204 1665 79 

12 14 Fernando Cruz 1245 T237 1541 T115 

13 14 Mark Simpson 1241 T239 1478 136 

14 12 Mario Guerrer 1218 258 1578 96 
15 13 Emilio Morales 1200 266 1596 91 

16 10 Chip Puckett 1192 T269 2178 17 
17 12 Tai hoi Wie 1189 T272 1631 84 

18 13 John Hickman 1160 T286 1215 T259 

19 11 Francisco Flores 1140 301 1821 T45 
20 9 Quant Kouros 1130 T304 2153 18 

 

 

  Ron’s Notepad: Where have you gone Mr. Dusty 

Rhodes, A nation turns its lonely eyes to you. 

 

Again with Karyabwite, who (BTW) has registered 

44 WA in his 12 season career, 13 more than 

Rhodes.  
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TOTAL BASES: 

 

PLACE SEASONS NAME TOTAL OVERALL PROJ. 
TOTAL 

PROJ. 
PLACE 

1 17 Lucas McNeill 4790 23 5335 12 
2 14 David Noboru 4400 44 5511 9 

3 13 Emilio Morales 4236 57 5627 7 
4 14 Mark Simpson 3901 93 4707 25 

5 14 Fernando Cruz 3739 114 4654 26 

6 12 Juan Karywabwite 3711 120 5295 12 
7 17 Sean Maguire 3584 136 3857 99 

8 12 Tai hoi Wie 3530 146 4938 19 
9 14 Angel De Castillo 3522 148 4140 70 

10 17 Hank Brewer 3514 150 3704 121 
11 12 Mario Guerrer 3498 152 4609 27 

12 17 Lloyd Braun 3408 169 3882 96 

13 12 Bartolo Ortiz 3348 173 4801 23 
14 10 Luis Maldonado 3119 221 4876 20 

15 13 Hsin Mei 3106 226 3992 84 
16 14 Luis Barrera 3050 238 3476 159 

17 13 John Hickman 2919 263 3066 236 

18 13 Abdelwahab 
Kamade 

2905 266 3645 T128 

19 10 Lorenzo Palacios 2895 267 4560 32 
20 10 James Monger 2890 268 4569 31 

 

 

  

Ron’s Notepad: Who would have called De Castillo 

to be only 200 bases behind crusher Fernando Cruz 

at this point? And check out the bottom of the list: 

Monger and Palacios making noise in only 10 

seasons. 
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Leaderboards PER/162 
 

 

All of the following tables are totals/162 games, with the exception of WAR which is by 

season and EBH % which is a straight % of total hits (2000 AB minimum for EBH and 4 

seasons for WAR, and have the all-time leaders on the left and active leaders on the right. 

Bolded players are HOF and there is a 2000 AB minimum. 

 

EBH % 

 
PL SEASON NAME TOTAL LAST  PL SEASON NAME TOTAL 

1 12 Long Chamberlain 66.60% 1994 1 5 Werner McConnell Jr. 53.98% 

2 11 Vince Milani 62.06% 1983 2 8 Arturo Barron 53.71% 

3 10 Sam Carnation 58.31% 1988 3 7 Francisco Medina 49.61% 

4 7 Tony Lawnmeier 57.14% 1997 4 7 Ricardo Aragon 49.58% 

5 12 Pat Clark 55.98% 2014 5 5 Mike England 49.36% 

6 13 Jack Hanski 55.98% 1990 6 4 Juan Rivera 48.75% 

7 12 Amos Moses South 55.51% 1995 7 5 Liann-wei Mao 48.50% 

8 15 Billy Wilson 54.31% 1998 8 7 Manuel Martinez 48.18% 

9 6 Sue Callas 54.22% 1991 9 7 Brett White 48.05% 

10 5 Werner McConnell Jr. 53.98% ACT 10 5 Orlando Ordonez 47.98% 

11 13 Carlton Winson 53.71% 2041 11 12 Bartolo Ortiz 47.88% 

12 8 Arturo Barron 53.71% ACT 12 4 Felix Roman 47.54% 

13 5 John Ridgway 52.65% 1977 13 4 Aaron Haney 47.53% 

14 7 Walter Wambold 52.26% 1983 14 5 Bin Okorafor 47.43% 

15 9 Finnan Lapsley 51.98% 2016 15 7 Jose Zuniga 47.01% 

16 18 Robin Larker 51.66% 2003 16 8 William Wood 46.56% 

17 8 Steve Ring 51.58% 1988 17 10 Justin Jackson 46.44% 

18 14 Fulton Reed 51.26% 2031 18 13 Hsin Mei 46.35% 

19 10 Glenn Gorman 51.19% 2041 19 7 Manuel Aguilar Jr. 46.10% 

20 15 Dave Manzanillo 50.97% 2000 20 5 Semei Kwakou 46.07 
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WAR 

 
PL SEASON NAME TOTAL LAST  PL SEASON NAME TOTAL 

1 4 Juan Rivera 7.80 ACT 1 4 Juan Rivera 7.80 

2 17 Steve Collins 7.78 1994 2 4 Aaron Haney 7.23 

3 4 Aaron Haney 7.23 ACT 3 5 Dong-po Thum 6.92 

4 5 Dong-po Thum 6.92 ACT 4 7 Dennis French 6.70 

5 7 Dennis French 6.70 ACT 5 5 Semei Kwakou 6.66 

6 5 Semei Kwakou 6.66 ACT 6 4 Felix Roman 5.68 

7 25 Charles Puckett 6.63 2021 7 8 Angel Zalapa 5.54 

8 21 Rogelio Morales 6.60 2016 8 7 Alex Ramirez 5.49 

9 20 Rafael Rodriguez 6.42 2011 9 5 David Simpson 5.46 

10 18 Jared Gillstrom 6.32 2043 10 14 Mark Simpson 5.04 

11 16 John Bockus 5.84 1994 11 5 Liann-wei Mao 4.94 

12 7 Peter Pete 5.81 1979 12 5 Ronnie Hubbard 4.86 

13 13 Ross White 5.75 2009 13 8 Steven Collins III 4.65 

14 4 Felix Roman 5.68 ACT 14 14 David Noboru 4.53 

15 18 Roman Empire 5.66 2014 15 17 Lucas McNeill 4.48 

16 9 Elroy Futon 5.63 1981 16 4 Wilson Andrade 4.33 

17 15 Sawyer Silk 5.63 1995 17 5 Angel Gonzalez 4.30 

18 16 Tom Laverriere 5.57 1993 18 4 Fernando Castillo 4.18 

19 8 Angel Zalapa 5.54 ACT 19 12 Tai hoi Wie 4.16 

20 23 Bopper Kengos 5.52 2018 20 13 Emilio Morales 4.09 

 

RUNS 

 
PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL LAST  PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL 

1 5 Semei Kwakou 137.93 ACT 1 5 Semei Kwakou 137.93 

2 5 Dong-po Thum 135.27 ACT 2 5 Dong-po Thum 135.27 

3 4 Juan Rivera 132.45 ACT 3 4 Juan Rivera 132.45 

4 13 Mons Raider 128.15 ACT 4 13 Mons Raider 128.15 

5 18 Alfredo Martinez 128.00 2041 5 8 Steven Collins III 126.64 

6 8 Steven Collins III 126.64 ACT 6 4 Aaron Haney 126.31 

7 4 Aaron Haney 126.31 ACT 7 9 Quant Kouros 123.97 

8 8 Chris Coll 124.10 2005 8 7 Dennis French 120.81 

9 9 Quant Kouros 123.97 ACT 9 4 Fernando Castillo 117.65 

10 25 Charles Puckett 122.02 2021 10 4 Jose Salas 114.69 

11 18 Jared Gillstrom 120.96 2043 11 12 Tai hoi Wie 114.51 

12 7 Dennis French 120.81 ACT 12 7 Alex Ramirez 114.23 

13 18 Armando Santos 120.65 2013 13 4 Felix Roman 114.13 

14 15 Sawyer Silk 119.00 1995 14 5 David Simpson 114.09 

15 18 Daniel Labrie 118.82 2012 15 5 Ronnie Hubbard 113.50 

16 12 John Neely 118.32 2009 16 14 David Noboru 113.03 

17 16 Roland Carroll 117.85 2012 17 5 Angel Gonzalez 112.78 

18 4 Fernando Castillo 117.65 ACT 18 17 Lucas McNeill 112.67 

19 21 Rogelio Morales 115.59 2016 19 14 Mark Wareham 112.58 

20 4 Jose Salas 114.69 ACT 20 5 Liann-wei Mao 112.33 

  



 

                                 BREWSTER BASEBALL ASSOCIATION – MEDIA GUIDE 2044 – Page 108 

HITS 

 
PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL LAST  PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL 

1 5 Todd Rice 234.11 ACT 1 5 Todd Rice 234.11 

2 7 Dennis French 232.89 ACT 2 7 Dennis French 232.89 

3 5 Semei Kwakou 231.78 ACT 3 5 Semei Kwakou 231.78 

4 17 Steve Collins 229.97 1994 4 5 Dong-po Thum 221.37 

5 12 John Neely 225.61 2009 5 5 Rafael Gutierrez 220.12 

6 11 Hector Valentin 223.34 2035 6 8 Steven Collins III 219.99 

7 13 Tom Mohler 221.38 2004 7 4 Fernando Moreno 209.04 

8 5 Dong-po Thum 221.37 ACT 8 5 Julio Barajas 208.55 

9 5 Rafael Gutierrez 220.12 ACT 9 12 Juan Karywabwite 206.85 

10 8 Steven Collins III 219.99 ACT 10 5 Angel Gonzalez 206.52 

11 17 Dusty Rhodes 217.55 2042 11 4 Motonobu Yamashita 204.74 

12 13 Diego Jose 216.06 1995 12 9 Quant Kouros 202.31 

13 12 Juan Garcia 214.05 2024 13 7 Andrew Torres 202.07 

14 17 Steve Dempsey 213.61 2042 14 4 Wilson Andrade 200.99 

15 17 Juan Escobar 212.02 2037 15 14 David Noboru 200.59 

16 17 Duane Whitley 211.25 2017 16 4 Juan Rivera 199.73 

17 18 Jared Gillstrom 209.12 2043 17 12 Mario Guerrer 197.10 

18 4 Fernando Moreno 209.04 ACT 18 7 Pedro Diaz 195.48 

19 5 Julio Barajas 208.55 ACT 19 5 Otto Altaner 195.25 

20 8 Mike Ellis 207.04 2040 20 11 Francisco Flores 195.18 

 

2B 

 
PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL LAST  PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL 

1 5 Todd Rice 60.81 ACT 1 5 Todd Rice 60.81 

2 18 Emile Santos 55.63 1994 2 4 Motonobu Yamashita 54.58 

3 4 Motonobu Yamashita 54.58 ACT 3 7 Dennis French 53.59 

4 7 Dennis French 53.59 ACT 4 4 Wilson Andrade 53.26 

5 4 Wilson Andrade 53.26 ACT 5 5 Valentin Fitas 51.35 

6 10 Bob Skube 53.03 1994 6 4 Marvin Isworth 51.25 

7 5 Valentin Fitas 51.35 ACT 7 7 Joaquin Hebner 51.05 

8 4 Marvin Isworth 51.25 ACT 8 5 Angel Gonzalez 50.45 

9 16 Tom Laverriere 51.08 1993 9 8 Eliseu Satino 48.79 

10 7 Joaquin Hebner 51.05 ACT 10 6 Lucio Cuellar 48.69 

11 5 Angel Gonzalez 50.45 ACT 11 4 Fernando Moreno 48.30 

12 13 Alistar Sharpe 50.42 2001 12 5 Julio Barajas 47.95 

13 14 Domingo Fierro 50.40 2025 13 5 Semei Kwakou 47.93 

14 11 Kirk Valdovinos 49.81 1987 14 10 Lorenzo Palacios 46.47 

15 7 Earl Jackson 49.73 2037 15 9 Quant Kouros 46.39 

16 8 Ken Gould 49.47 2023 16 5 Dong-po Thum 45.29 

17 8 Eliseu Satino 48.79 ACT 17 6 Vincent Vanderhugen 45.19 

18 21 Fraser Dodson 48.71 2021 18 6 Dan Flores 44.91 

19 10 Ben Hargrove 48.71 2017 19 5 Jack Nichols 44.87 

20 6 Lucio Cuellar 48.69 ACT 20 12 Bartolo Ortiz 43.60 
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3B 

 
PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL LAST  PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL 

1 14 Luke Zalusky 19.63 1992 1 6 Millard Younger 15.08 

2 8 Neville Byas 15.95 2006 2 5 Rafael Gutierrez 14.10 

3 8 Willie Mays Hayes 15.36 1980 3 5 Dong-po Thum 13.47 

4 6 Millard Younger 15.08 ACT 4 7 Alex Ramirez 12.91 

5 16 Milt Linares Jr. 15.07 2023 5 4 Jose Salas 12.88 

6 16 John Bockus 14.44 1994 6 5 Mike England 12.60 

7 5 Rafael Gutierrez 14.10 ACT 7 13 Abdelwahab Kamade 11.87 

8 11 Jerry Johnson 13.86 1993 8 5 Semei Kwakou 11.53 

9 16 Tom Laverriere 13.78 1993 9 5 Xavier Rangel 11.29 

10 16 Joseph Saddler 13.59 1994 10 10 Francisco Marin 11.17 

11 5 Dong-po Thum 13.47 ACT 11 6 Lucio Cuellar 10.84 

12 16 Glen Groves 13.34 1997 12 4 Motonobu Yamashita 10.68 

13 13 Chang-hyeok Chang 13.28 2042 13 10 Juan Santana 10.61 

14 14 Rob Van Winkle 13.24 2004 14 12 Jaime Ramirez 10.34 

15 7 Alex Ramirez 12.91 ACT 15 4 Fernando Castillo 10.17 

16 4 Jose Salas 12.88 ACT 16 4 Felix Roman 10.08 

17 17 Steve Collins 12.84 1994 17 10 Rashardo Menne III 9.95 

18 9 Ken Jenkins 12.78 2036 18 6 Dan Flores 9.77 

19 5 Mike England 12.60 ACT 19 5 Luis Pena 9.70 

20 11 Charles Martin 12.02 2040 20 6 Kidane Ata 9.57 

 

HR 

 
PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL LAST  PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL 

1 4 Juan Rivera 53.82 ACT 1 4 Juan Rivera 53.82 

2 10 Yancy Cravat 50.90 2042 2 10 Yancy Cravat 50.90 

3 12 Long Chamberlain 50.54 1994 3 13 Emilio Morales 50.19 

4 13 Emilio Morales 50.19 ACT 4 4 Aaron Haney 48.09 

5 4 Aaron Haney 48.09 ACT 5 7 Manuel Martinez 47.83 

6 13 Carlton Winson 48.00 2041 6 7 Francisco Medina 47.68 

7 7 Manuel Martinez 47.83 ACT 7 5 Liann-wei Mao 47.77 

8 7 Francisco Medina 47.68 ACT 8 5 Semei Kwakou 47.33 

9 5 Liann-wei Mao 47.77 ACT 9 5 Werner McConnell Jr. 46.13 

10 5 Semei Kwakou 47.33 ACT 10 7 Jose Zuniga 45.24 

11 15 Billy Wilson 46.30 1998 11 5 Felipe Vega 44.67 

12 5 Werner McConnell Jr. 46.13 ACT 12 10 Luis Maldonado 43.35 

13 18 Alfredo Martinez 45.61 2041 13 8 Ramon Pagan 42.88 

14 7 Jose Zuniga 45.24 ACT 14 7 Brett White 41.83 

15 5 Felipe Vega 44.67 ACT 15 5 David Simpson 41.67 

16 14 Jim Wilson 44.36 2015 16 8 Angel Zalapa 41.22 

17 13 Joe Belinda 44.17 1999 17 4 Felix Roman 39.56 

18 16 William Moreland 44.03 2043 18 14 David Noboru 38.84 

19 10 Luis Maldonado 43.35 ACT 19 11 Adrian Salazar 38.08 

20 12 Marcos Moore 43.19 2017 20 14 Fernando Cruz 37.95 
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RBI 

 
PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL LAST  PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL 

1 5 Semei Kwakou 143.19 ACT 1 5 Semei Kwakou 143.19 

2 4 Juan Rivera 134.30 ACT 2 4 Juan Rivera 134.30 

3 23 Bopper Kengos 133.96 2018 3 13 Emilio Morales 127.58 

4 14 Jon Mick 130.82 2042 4 5 Julio Barajas 127.32 

5 13 Emilio Morales 127.58 ACT 5 5 Liann-wei Mao 127.32 

6 12 David Smurf 127.53 1999 6 5 David Simpson 122.78 

7 5 Julio Barajas 127.32 ACT 7 4 Felix Roman 122.44 

8 5 Liann-wei Mao 127.32 ACT 8 7 Andrew Torres 121.93 

9 9 Stephen Lubin 126.72 2012 9 6 Vincent Vanderhugen 121.18 

10 15 Billy Wilson 126.60 1998 10 10 Luis Maldonado 120.97 

11 15 Sawyer Silk 125.93 1995 11 12 Mario Guerrer 120.63 

12 15 Dexter Sheehan 124.91 2017 12 6 Mike Campbell 118.93 

13 12 Long Chamberlain 124.00 1994 13 7 Jose Zuniga 118.31 

14 19 Morris Pennebaker 123.73 2007 14 5 Jeffrey Smith 117.48 

15 5 David Simpson 122.78 ACT 15 7 Francisco Medina 117.29 

16 4 Felix Roman 122.44 ACT 16 5 Felipe Vega 117.08 

17 13 Joe Belinda 122.35 1999 17 7 Manuel Martinez 116.30 

18 7 Andrew Torres 121.93 ACT 18 14 Fernando Cruz 116.04 

19 6 Vincent Vanderhugen 121.18 ACT 19 5 Angel Gonzalez 114.51 

20 17 Duane Whitley 121.16 2017 20 10 Justin Jackson 112.79 

 

SB 

 
PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL LAST  PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL 

1 13 Mons Raider 119.75 ACT 1 13 Mons Raider 119.75 

2 17 Zebediah Williams 86.20 2000 2 9 Quant Kouros 80.62 

3 9 Quant Kouros 80.62 ACT 3 5 Dong-po Thum 64.47 

4 11 Antonio Valentin 80.50 2038 4 10 Rashardo Menne III 64.04 

5 14 Anthony Walker 78.97 1993 5 12 Juan Karyabwite 62.84 

6 18 Dash Kelly 74.64 2008 6 10 Chip Puckett 61.11 

7 13 Icehouse Bolton 74.52 1993 7 8 Steven Collins III 60.66 

8 7 Jose Cortez 72.80 2039 8 6 Lucio Cuellar 59.31 

9 8 Willie Mays Hayes 71.82 1980 9 4 Motonobu Yamashita 56.60 

10 8 Sheldon Cooper 71.80 2037 10 4 Aaron Haney 56.19 

11 13 Claudio Defazio 71.28 2042 11 14 Mark Wareham 56.03 

12 7 Aymeric Barajas 71.12 2038 12 10 Francisco Marin 55.86 

13 14 Luke Zalusky 70.77 1992 13 5 Angel Gonzalez 55.15 

14 11 Ben Green 69.86 1994 14 8 Ross Quicker 54.98 

15 12 William Hardy 69.67 2041 15 14 David Noboru 54.44 

16 17 Jorge Rodriguez 69.53 2041 16 7 Jose Cortes 54.07 

17 17 Steve Collins 68.62 1994 17 12 Jimmy Starks Jr. 53.66 

18 10 Christopher Williams 65.91 1987 18 12 Jaime Ramirez 53.03 

19 16 Tom Laverriere 65.50 1993 19 12 Pedro Gomez 51.97 

20 18 Armando Santos 65.28 2013 20 5 Ronnie Hubbard 51.55 
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WALKS 

 
PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL LAST  PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL 

1 14 Mark Wareham 138.88 ACT 1 14 Mark Wareham 138.88 

2 14 Mark Simpson 121.07 ACT 2 14 Mark Simpson 121.07 

3 12 Tai hoi Wie 118.56 ACT 3 12 Tai hoi Wie 118.56 

4 20 Douglas Newhouse 117.81 2015 4 13 Mons Raider 114.53 

5 11 Joe Gillstrom 116.14 1983 5 11 Lionnel Crepin 110.19 

6 18 Alfredo Martinez 115.82 2041 6 9 Jharod Thealer 109.40 

7 13 Mons Raider 114.53 ACT 7 5 David Simpson 100.94 

8 18 Daniel Labrie 112.20 2012 8 8 Yunosuke Terada 100.08 

9 21 Rogelio Morales 112.18 2016 9 5 Jack Nichols 98.06 

10 13 Carlton Winson 110.54 2041 10 7 Manuel Martinez 94.68 

11 11 Lionnel Crepin 110.19 ACT 11 13 Hotha Popo 91.61 

12 9 Jharod Thealer 109.40 ACT 12 10 Angel Garcia 90.44 

13 25 Charles Puckett 108.36 2021 13 10 Rashardo Menne III 88.92 

14 15 Will Simmons 108.03 2013 14 7 Alan Williamson 87.72 

15 12 Jayden Harsnett 105.90 2041 15 11 Paco Diaz 87.60 

16 21 Tipper Kengos 105.82 2016 16 14 Reece Wareham 87.44 

17 14 Chris Limon 104.02 2042 17 8 Dashiell Faireborn 87.38 

18 18 Armando Santos 103.78 2013 18 6 Po-sin Shi 87.16 

19 13 Claudio Defazio 103.56 2042 19 4 Jose Salas 87.14 

20 6 Bulldog Sanders 103.50 1978 20 7 Joaquin Hebner 82.20 

 

MOST STRIKEOUTS 

 
PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL LAST  PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL 

1 7 Weaver Ripley 237.84 2042 1 8 Arturo Barron 217.17 

2 10 Robert Gowron 220.97 2039 2 5 Bin Okorafor 204.94 

3 8 Arturo Barron 217.17 ACT 3 5 Werner McConnell Jr. 201.16 

4 12 Gabriel Talamante 213.98 2042 4 5 Mike England 183.00 

5 17 Rupert Grant 213.51 2042 5 4 Cris Martinez 177.97 

6 12 Sam Adams 211.31 2035 6 12 Tai hoi Wie 176.08 

7 13 Paul Backstrom 206.25 2036 7 14 David Noboru 175.11 

8 15 Domenic Wyatt 205.63 2039 8 8 Yunosuke Terada 172.31 

9 5 Bin Okorafor 204.94 ACT 9 12 Ares Papadias 172.21 

10 13 Shag Hopkins 204.83 2041 10 14 Mark Wareham 171.37 

11 5 Werner McConnell Jr. 201.16 ACT 11 8 William Wood 166.05 

12 12 Dong-soo Chon 198.33 2042 12 7 Alan Williamson 163.45 

13 5 Roberto Lopez 198.32 2038 13 7 John Hale 162.20 

14 16 Mario Murillo 197.36 2036 14 5 Orlando Ordonez 161.35 

15 16 Steve Faulkner 194.15 2014 15 5 William Drew 160.75 

16 14 Pepper Brooks 193.82 2005 16 12 Aaron Stone 160.04 

17 13 Dave Robertson 192.87 2038 17 12 Jay-hoon Ch’oe 159.41 

18 7 Oggy Ogelthorpe 191.61 2024 18 6 Kidane Ata 159.27 

19 8 Bo Jackson 189.41 1999 19 7 Francisco Medina 158.87 

20 14 Carlos Garcia 189.20 2042 20 9 Eric Fabre 157.09 
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LEAST STRIKEOUTS 

 
PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL LAST  PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL 

1 11 Wilford Rarick 0.00 1986 1 9 Augie Plascencia 30.09 

2 9 Erik Bjornstad 11.89 1995 2 5 Todd Rice 35.09 

3 12 Matthew Callahan 19.64 1987 3 4 Motonobu Yamashita 42.45 

4 13 Tim Ferrick 19.95 1991 4 5 Rafael Gutierrez 48.92 

5 10 Xellos Mazoku 20.76 1989 5 12 Juan Karyabwite 49.58 

6 13 Ronald Nee 20.96 1989 6 4 Marvin Isworth 49.78 

7 10 Luis Cannella 24.04 1985 7 12 Yi-ke Zang 50.54 

8 11 Raul Montero 24.36 1989 8 7 Dennis French 52.06 

9 23 Gary Barr 24.69 2004 9 13 Emilio Morales 52.39 

10 10 Liam Carr 26.54 1989 10 6 Edgardo Encarnacion 54.31 

11 16 Jeff Wachowski 27.57 1994 11 12 Pedro Gomez 57.57 

12 10 Felton Tally 27.72 1990 12 9 Quant Kouros 59.20 

13 10 Ludovic Evangelista 28.69 2018 13 5 Dong-po Thum 64.27 

14 15 John Storm 29.06 1992 14 6 Lucio Cuellar 64.40 

15 15 Sawyer Silk 29.22 1995 15 14 Fernando Cruz 66.59 

16 9 Sergio Maldonado 29.48 2042 16 4 Jose Figueroa 66.81 

17 12 Lionel Joseph 29.74 1992 17 8 Hector Serrano 68.51 

18 19 Donnie Rotten 29.77 1999 18 10 Chip Puckett 71.36 

19 10 Rick Leach 29.83 1994 19 4 Fernando Moreno 71.69 

20 9 Augie Plascencia 30.09 ACT 20 7 Jose Cortes 72.09 

 

TIMES ON BASE 

 
PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL LAST  PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL 

1 18 Daniel Labrie 315.49 2012 1 13 Mons Raider 298.91 

2 21 Tipper Kengos 305.51 2016 2 5 Semei Kwakou 287.80 

3 21 Rogelio Morales 303.32 2016 3 14 Mark Simpson 285.56 

4 25 Charles Puckett 300.48 2021 4 12 Tai hoi Wie 284.71 

5 13 Mons Raider 298.91 ACT 5 5 David Simpson 282.55 

6 18 Roman Empire 295.80 2014 6 7 Dennis French 276.69 

7 20 Rafael Rodriguez 291.18 2011 7 9 Quant Kouros 276.08 

8 5 Semei Kwakou 287.80 ACT 8 14 Mark Wareham 275.19 

9 14 Mark Simpson 285.56 ACT 9 5 Dong-po Thum 274.62 

10 17 Steve Collins 284.97 1994 10 8 Steven Collins III 273.40 

11 12 Tai hoi Wie 284.71 ACT 11 4 Jose Salas 269.80 

12 20 Frank Thomas III 283.18 2035 12 4 Juan Rivera 268.86 

13 18 Armando Santos 282.97 2013 13 5 Todd Rice 267.52 

14 5 David Simpson 282.55 ACT 14 7 Joaquin Hebner 266.87 

15 18 Mike Clarke 282.32 2006 15 5 Felipe Vega 263.37 

16 14 Mark Bruner 281.56 2008 16 5 Julio Barajas 263.25 

17 15 Will Simmons 281.42 2013 17 10 Rashardo Menne III 262.32 

18 20 Douglas Newhouse 280.32 2015 18 10 Lorenzo Palacios 260.71 

19 12 Earl Alleyne 280.01 2005 19 11 Lionnel Crepin 260.39 

20 17 Duane Whitley 279.61 2017 20 17 Lucas McNeill 256.82 
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EXTRA BASE HITS 

 
PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL LAST  PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL 

1 5 Semei Kwakou 106.79 ACT 1 5 Semei Kwakou 106.79 

2 4 Juan Rivera 97.36 ACT 2 4 Juan Rivera 97.36 

3 12 Long Chamberlain 94.85 1994 3 7 Dennis French 94.94 

4 7 Dennis French 94.94 ACT 4 4 Aaron Haney 92.39 

5 4 Aaron Haney 92.39 ACT 5 5 Liann-wei Mao 90.17 

6 5 Liann-wei Mao 90.17 ACT 6 5 Angel Gonzalez 87.31 

7 19 Morris Pennebaker 88.81 2007 7 4 Felix Roman 85.16 

8 5 Angel Gonzalez 87.31 ACT 8 5 Felipe Vega 84.19 

9 15 Sawyer Silk 85.45 1995 9 7 Francisco Medina 83.97 

10 4 Felix Roman 85.16 ACT 10 7 Jose Zuniga 83.71 

11 15 Billy Wilson 84.52 1998 11 4 Wilson Andrade 83.69 

12 5 Felipe Vega 84.19 ACT 12 5 Julio Barajas 83.56 

13 7 Francisco Medina 83.97 ACT 13 6 Mike Campbell 83.13 

14 7 Jose Zuniga 83.71 ACT 14 5 David Simpson 83.12 

15 4 Wilson Andrade 83.69 ACT 15 12 Bartolo Ortiz 82.18 

16 5 Julio Barajas 83.56 ACT 16 6 Vincent Vanderhugen 82.00 

17 6 Mike Campbell 83.13 ACT 17 10 Lorenzo Palacios 82.00 

18 5 David Simpson 83.12 ACT 18 5 Werner McConnell Jr. 81.80 

19 12 Bartolo Ortiz 82.18 ACT 19 14 David Noboru 80.25 

20 6 Vincent Vanderhugen 82.00 ACT 20 10 Justin Jackson 79.74 

 

SINGLES 

 
PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL LAST  PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL 

1 17 Dusty Rhodes 184.82 2042 1 5 Rafael Gutierrez 162.29 

2 11 Hector Valentin 178.15 2035 2 5 Todd Rice 155.51 

3 13 Tom Mohler 173.75 2004 3 8 Steven Collins III 150.76 

4 13 Diego Jose 170.88 1995 4 7 Pedro Diaz 147.48 

5 10 Andrew Ivey 168.42 2024 5 13 Mons Raider 146.98 

6 12 John Neely 164.54 2009 6 5 Otto Altaner 144.77 

7 14 Ryoko Masaki 164.49 1991 7 5 Dong-po Thum 143.84 

8 17 Steve Collins 163.89 1994 8 10 Chip Puckett 143.68 

9 20 Mario Soriano 162.43 2040 9 9 Quant Kouros 143.24 

10 5 Rafael Gutierrez 162.29 ACT 10 7 Jose Cortes 140.57 

11 14 Gustavo Maldonado 159.80 2009 11 13 Luis Gonzalez 140.08 

12 21 Tipper Kengos 156.24 2016 12 7 Dennis French 139.95 

13 5 Todd Rice 155.51 ACT 13 12 Juan Karyabwite 139.79 

14 17 Steve Dempsey 154.98 2042 14 9 Augie Plascencia 138.77 

15 12 Juan Garcia 152.85 2024 15 4 Fernando Moreno 136.59 

16 18 Daniel Labrie 152.65 2012 16 8 Gipper Kengos 135.94 

17 7 Peter Pete 151.41 1979 17 4 Motonobu Yamashita 134.57 

18 8 Steven Collins III 150.76 ACT 18 6 Edgardo Encarnacion 133.31 

19 12 Kelly Benson 150.19 2005 19 10 Francisco Marin 133.24 

20 17 Kenji Masaki 149.04 2011 20 7 Andrew Torres 131.65 
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TOTAL BASES 

 
PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL LAST  PL SEASONS NAME TOTAL 

1 5 Semei Kwakou 444.74 ACT 1 5 Semei Kwakou 444.74 

2 4 Juan Rivera 411.33 ACT 2 4 Juan Rivera 411.33 

3 7 Dennis French 395.81 ACT 3 7 Dennis French 395.81 

4 4 Aaron Haney 390.07 ACT 4 4 Aaron Haney 390.07 

5 5 Liann-wei Mao 373.45 ACT 5 5 Liann-wei Mao 373.45 

6 14 David Noboru 365.16 ACT 6 14 David Noboru 365.16 

7 5 Julio Barajas 362.87 ACT 7 5 Julio Barajas 362.87 

8 19 Morris Pennebaker 362.63 2007 8 5 Angel Gonzalez 360.11 

9 5 Angel Gonzalez 360.11 ACT 9 5 Felipe Vega 359.59 

10 5 Felipe Vega 359.59 ACT 10 13 Emilio Morales 359.10 

11 13 Emilio Morales 359.10 ACT 11 4 Felix Roman 353.48 

12 23 Bopper Kengos 356.10 2018 12 7 Jose Zuniga 353.38 

13 14 Jim Wilson 356.08 2015 13 5 Dong-po Thum 349.91 

14 18 Jared Gillstrom 355.56 2043 14 7 Francisco Medina 349.74 

15 4 Felix Roman 353.48 ACT 15 5 David Simpson 349.40 

16 7 Jose Zuniga 353.38 ACT 16 6 Mike Campbell 348.64 

17 13 Ross White 352.53 2009 17 12 Mario Guerrer 347.87 

18 19 Bolt Vanderhugen 350.45 2007 18 5 Ronnie Hubbard 344.78 

19 5 Dong-po Thum 349.91 ACT 19 7 Alex Ramirez .42.54 

20 7 Francisco Medina 349.74 ACT 20 4 Wilson Andrade 341.75 
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THE UNOFFICIAL  
(AND VERY VERY INCOMPLETE)  

BBA GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
 
Finding yourself lost about a certain phrase that you come across in Slack? Ever wonder that basis of some of the 
terminology you read on the forums? Feel like you’re on the outside of an inside joke during a podcast? Look no 
further than this collection of wacky Brewster lexicon to help steer you. 
 

* * * * * 
 
AFBI – Short for ‘A Few Beers In’ (or ‘A Few Bourbons In,’ depending who you ask), it is the flagship of BBA podcasts  
 
Al Hoot – Maybe the greatest bit of general manger lore in Brewster history 
 
all the money – Synonym for any high-priced contract or outrageous player demand  
 
banana bread – Quite possibly the most valuable source of currency behind only the American dollar; Current Mexico 
City general manager Fred Holmes’ greatest achievement aside from taking the Omaha Barnstormers to the Landis 
Series in 2027 
  

bumps – When a player’s skills increase from sim to sim (see Lumps); 
What pitcher Mike Swanson routinely did in Las Vegas restrooms  
 
bunting – The strategy that you ask your manager not to do but he does 
anyway  
 
Carlos Camacho – One of the worst human beings in recent Brewster 
history (referred to by general managers as a “scumbag” and “asshat”), 
he had a popular following as a cult leader during his playing days in 
California 
 
Cheetos dust – A common commodity used to uncommon results during 
the 2040 playoffs when Las Vegas general manager Brett Schroeder 

allegedly sprinkled the orange substance on his bare chest for luck, resulting in a Landis Championship 
 
croutons – The worst form of food imaginable to eat during a podcast recording 
 
Cyclone – The revolutionary pitching strategy developed by former Brooklyn general manager Alan Ehlers, by 
definition: “The Cyclone involves rotating pitchers in and out at a feverish pace to counter-act split-heavy offenses” 
and “There are approximately 1450 innings in a season, so rather than trying to get five guys to cover 1000 innings 
and seven to eight guys covering the remaining 450, the Cyclone will allow ask thirteen pitchers to provide roughly 
110 innings each.” 
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Dan Fiscus – Well traveled front office executive, typically to the corners of the Brewster universe occupied by 
general manager Chris Wilson; husband to Kate Fiscus (see Kate Fiscus) 
 
donkeagle – A much debated creature, similar to that of Big Foot or the Loch Ness Monster, it is a giant eagle with the 
head of a donkey; Witnesses claim Carlos Camacho was once taken away from a team bus by this feared monster (see 
Carlos Camacho) 
 
Dusty Rhodes – A singles machine, hitting bloopers, bleeders, squirters and duck farts at an unprecedented pace 
(with a few home runs here and there), with no other positive skill who promises to be a contested member of the 
Brewster Hall of Fame case (see Unicorn) 
 
Emilio Morales – A home run machine, hitting bombs at an unprecedented pace with no other positive skill (aside 
from defense) who promises to be a shoo-in for the Brewster Hall of Fame although his own general manager thinks 
he is underrated 
 
Frontier Division – Easily the best division in all of baseball (see Heartland Division)  
 

FUBAR – Borrowed from the military term short for 
Fucked Up Beyond Any Recognition, it is the designation 
when a team wins a game by ten or more runs; How some 
participants end up after a three-our AFBI podcast 
 
He Who We Do Not Speak Of – (He Who We Do Not 
Speak Of) 
 
Heartland Division – Easily the best division in all of 
baseball (see Frontier Division) 
 
horrible – A term used to describe a player when a GM is 
incredibly jealous the player does not play for his organization (ie “David Simpon is horrible”); A term describing 
poetry in general 
 
hot take – An opinion counter to the generally accepted BBA norm, made famous by Omaha general manager Justin 
Niles. 
 
inside-the-park home run –- Once believed to be a rare event in baseball, it’s now common to see when observing a 
game in San Fernando 
 
IPA – Divisive style of beer within the Brewster, either shunned or celebrated depending on who you ask 
 
Jif – The preferred peanut butter brand in the Brewster; The pronunciation of the most popular form of humor that 
Mike Simon (or Shannon) uses in Slack…like all the time 
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Kate Fiscus (née Shrimpton) – Granddaughter of former Madison owner 
Milk Shrimpton; Once-lover to Dug Riddler, former Assistant to the 
General Manager in Madison; Former secretary to Dan Fiscus during his 
tenure as Assistant General Manager of the Madison Wolves and now 
wife of Dan Fiscus; Currently employed by Portland as “intelligence 
director”; Described by Dan (among many, many others) as “a 
voluptuous blonde with a smoking body” 
 
Kate’s Kookies – Runner-up entry by Portland in the 2042 Brewster 
Ballpark Food Challenge; Possibly a metaphor for specific features the 
well-endowed Kate Fiscus (see Kate Fiscus) 
 
Kocherschmeltz – The polarizing Kocherschmeltz brothers, both doctors of varying specialties and great-grandsons of 
the much-maligned German chemist during WWII, Dr. Klaus Kocherschmeltz, who provide consulting and special 
procedures within the BBA Universe 
 
Girolamo L’Archibudelli – Also known as “L’Arch” or “The Italian Stallion,” the hitting phenom is the Brewster’s best 
chance at a .400 season 
 
Loserville – Some terms just don’t need clarifying when it’s so obvious 
 
Lumps – When a player’s skills decrease from sim to sim (see Bumps); What pitcher Mike Swanson’s talent routinely 
did in after being traded to Las Vegas 
 
Make Over Monday – A term used by Madison general manager Mike Simon (or Shannon) when he artfully re-does 
old or stale BBA logos 
 
meme of the day – A series of memes regularly updated once a month by Long Beach general manager Stephen Lane 
 
missed export – A strategy used by Louisville to impose their will on the rest of the BBA, highlighting the team’s 
massive talent which requires no updating between sims to dominate 
 
movement – The most coveted pitching skill; Also the state of being for general manager Nigel Laverick, the self-
proclaimed “Most Traveled GM” 
 
Markus Tax – The annual contribution to Out Of The Park Developments revenue for upgraded versions of Out Of The 
Park Baseball 
 
#nomons – Battle cry of Madison in response to paying Mons Raider’s $15 million salary for three years while Raider 
played for Edmonton 
 
Podcasts – A hipster genre of communication within the BBA (all the cool kids do it, including that Phoenix guy) 
 
The Talon Ballot Paradox – When you wonder why a Phoenix Talon player, regardless of validity, receives vote for the 
All-Star Game, post-season awards, or Hall of Fame 
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Seven Days, Ten Games – Oft-schedule phenomena in September and October for Mexico City and their opponents 
 
#shotsfired – A hashtag used to accentuate a comment made by one general manager denouncing another general 
manager’s team, hairstyle, or beer choice 
 
Slack – A popular off-site communication source between league general managers; What some general managers do 
during the off-season then complain about how bad their team is by July 
 
stuck change-up – The worst diagnosis known to man and not found on WebMD 
 
Ted – The general manager everyone wishes was still in California (now Sacramento), including the current 
Sacramento general manager; The ying to Yellow Springs’ general manager Ron Collins’ yang 
 

tower of pears – The premier and highly desirable gift given by Chicago Black 
Sox owner Vinnie Vitale as a token of his appreciation 

 
The Postseason Six – The tradition to scramble to write six team news entries 
during the postseason after a season of not writing in order to meet league 
minimums  
 
Tinder – Preferred dating app used by bachelor Boise general 
manager Joe Lederer, often to very little success; What Jacksonville used to 
start a fire to burn down their 2042 roster 
 
UMEBA’d – When a free agent target of a BBA team is lured to the Middle 

East with the promise of fast cash, fast cars and fast women 
 
unicorn – One with very unique, sometimes controversial but always entertaining, skill sets (see Dusty Rhodes) 
 
wine – A magical drink with the ability to turn Brewster wives into unicorns in the bedroom (see Unicorn) 
 
Yellow Springs curse – A powerful blessing from the OOTP gods holding together the fragile threads of our reality; 
Ancient astronaut theorists believe the breaking of the curse will result in a universe-wide cataclysmic event 
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Here’s to Another Great Season! 
 

 


